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Are you wondering how to make the most of the multimedia resources available to you scanned images (drawings or 
photos etc), video clips, music and sound samples. Replay movies, MPEG video clips or movies, teletext f 


Computer Concepts offer a range of related products that can help you produce your own sound and video productions; 
all the hardware and software you need to input, manipulate and output stills, video and sound . 


The ultimate multi- 
media expansion card — 
combining the functionality 
of a high quality (24bir) 
video digitiser with real 
time digital movie capture 
facilities, stereo sound 
sampling and playback, 
plus MIDI. All the 
software you will need to 
manipulate the captured 
data is included in the 
package — TakeTwo for 
video manipulation, ScanLight for grabbing and 
manipulating still images. Audio Works for manipulating 
audio samples and generating audio effects and lAudioCtr! 
provides mixing facilities* The card is also sold with real 
time video movie compression software from Erdos, which 
considerably speeds up and simplifies the process of movie 
generation. The video files you create ean be played back 
using Acorn Replay. Suitable for any Acorn RISC computer 
except 3000/4000 series, requires 2 MBytes RAM and RISC 
OS 3*1 or later (4MRytes, an ARM 3 and a high data rate 
IDE or SCSI hard drive for movie recording and 
sound output). 




An optional extra is the 
latest release from Eidos — 
their Eidoscope video 
editing software, which can 
be used to edit movies 
created on an Eagle card and includes many professional 
video editing tools. 



Price: Eagle card with Eidos compression software: £329 + 
£6 p&p + VAT (£386,57 inc,) Eagle card with * £ 

Eidoscope: £ 449 + £6 p&p 4- VAT (£534.62 ACOnW 
iVic.) Eidoscope for existing Eagle owners: IwpiU) 

£169 + VAT (£198.57 inc.) 



TG BIT STER EG/AUDI Q SYSTEM FOR ACORN RISC COMPUTERS 


A 16 bit audio sampling and play back expansion card. 
Features include stereo line- level input and output, MIDI 
connection and software support* A copy of AudioWorks is 
included to handle the capture, manipulation and playback 
of samples and a copy of lAudioCtrl which controls the 
Lark’s sampling options (for example sampling to memory 
or disc, continuous of single shot sampling, background or 
foreground sampling and setting of sample rates and 
formats). Suitable for any Acorn RISC computer except 
3000/4000 series, requires 2MByte and RISC OS 3.1 or later. 
Price £199 + £6 p&ft + VAT (£240,87 inc.) 



MidiMax Card 


An expansion card designed to provide a stand alone 
MIDI solution at an affordable price. A 16 byte memory 
buffer is included on the card for both transmit, and receive 
which means no data is losr even when the MIDI interface is 
transmitting at maximum rate* Standard MIDI In, Out and 
Thru connectors are provided, with the added benefit of a 
second Out connector to ease the interfacing of multiple 
devices* MidiMax is supplied w T ith the same MIDI support 
software as the Eagle M2 and offers full compatibility with 
Acorn MIDI implementation. Suitable for any Acorn RISC 
computer except 3000/4000 series, requires 1MByte and 
RISC OS 3*1 or later. 

Price: £69 + £6 p&p + VAT (£88.12 inc.) 



IN THE 








Combining the ScanLlghr 256 scanner (400 dpi, 256 
grey levels) and GreyHawk digitiser. The digitiser offers real 
time greyscale video digitising from any video source* 
Includes the ultra-fast ‘Take One* previewer, allowing live 
video in a window on the desktop — at quarter screen size 
this can update at 50 frames per second, far faster than any 
other digitiser. ScanLight software provides image 
enhancement of captured images, such as smoothing, 



rotation, cropping, sharpening. Suitable for all models of 
Acorn RISC computer with 2 MBytes. 

Computer Concepts offer a range of other colour and 
greyscale scanners and digitisers — please ask for further 
details* 

Price: £22 0 + VAT (£258.50 me.) 


* 





The MPEG card allows full screen, full motion MPEG 
videos to be played back at better than VMS quality, with 
CD quality stereo sound tracks* MPEG videos can be played 
from hard disc or MPEG compatible CD ROM drives* Any 
Video CD format CDs are suitable (feature films, music 
videos etc) as are multimedia CDs that include MPEG clips* 
Any application that can display Replay movies can play 
MPEG movies* The software provides video type control 
over the movie eg fast forward, pause etc. Any frame can be 


captured as a 24 bit full colour sprite. Requires a Rise PC 
with 4MBytcs and a suitable RGB monitor or TV capable of 
50 Hz PAL modes. 

Price t £249 + £6 p&p 4 VAT (£299.62 inc. .) 



TV tuner comes in two formsj a tuner only device 
which allows live TV to be displayed, either through 
connection to a video composite compatible monitor or in a 
window on the desktop in machines that have a digitiser 
installed. The user can scan the frequency range, set up 
frequency pre-sets and select channels. The second option 
with Teletext software can access and display all the pages 
available on Teletext, select Teletext or Fastext pages, 
decode foreign teletext and save pages out as either text or 
sprite files. Suitable for any Acorn RISC computer except 
3000/4000 series, requires 2M Bytes and RISC OS 3.1 or later. 
Price: TV Tuner only £89 + £6 p&p + VAT (£111.62 inc.) 
TVTuner 4-Teletext software £159±£6 p&p + VAT 
(£193.87 inc.) 


Pioneer 602X CD Rom drive 


Many multimedia resources are supplied on CD, so 
Computer Concepts also include a CD ROM drive in their 
range* The Pioneer DRM-602X is a double speed (300 
kilobytes per second transfer rate), 6 disc CD ROM drive. 
Multi session PhotoCD compatible. It can also be used for 
standard audio compact 
discs. ArtWorks clip-art 
CD disc included. Suitable 
for any model of Acorn 
RISC computer, requires 
2MBytes and a fully 
Acorn compatible SCSI 
card with CDFS 2.2. 

RRP: £499.00 + £10 
p&p + VAT (£598.07 inc.) 



Computer Concepts have other products in their range which can also be used in this field — for example a range of video genlocks > colour 
digitisers and flatbed scanners, the ColourCard graphics accelerator card and many more. Please ask for our Product Guide, 


e 

Computer Concepts Ltd 
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Next month in Acorn User 

Reviews galore 

We've had so much software and hardware arrive at the editorial office that there's almost 
no room to move. So next month well be bringing you pages and pages of the latest 
products, allputunderthe spotlight of Acorn User's reviews crew. 

TAOS 

TAOS has been hailed as the future of operating systems for multi -processor machines, and 
with the forthcoming multi-ARM board for the Rise PC the Acorn platform is shaping up to 
be an excellent development system for TAOS applications. Steve Turnbull unveils the 
future of programming. 

Elite: the secrets 

Following our fantastic cover disc this month, Clive Gringras - 
co author of the Archimedes version of Elite - describes what 
it was like to convert the greatest game of all time, and lets 
you into a few secrets about playing the game. 

Plus more 

And, of course, there are all our regular features, education 
coverage and hands on section, plus the cover disc. 
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Special Bargains 


MIME 

T&AO 


Access for A3Q2Q/A400D 
Atelier (not Rise PC) f KSM 
Axis 

Champions Compilation m Rise pc) ms 
Christmas Adventure, ape s*e stop 

Citizen Swift 24 Printer, ox-demorarraiion 
Conqueror 

DataPower 


£75] 
£15 
£9 
£9 
£9 
£125 
£5 

£99 


are 




Epson GQ-5000 Printer, second-hand £1 50 

Epson LQ-250Q+ Printer, second-hand £150 

Exotic Adventures of Sylvia Layne 
(not Rise PC) 

Freddy's Folly 

Games Wizard - The Apprentice 
HiVision colour 

A 3000/301 {V3020/4000 inlemal 
Impact! 

Last Ninja 
Magnetoids 
Morpheus 

Pandora's Box {nor Rise pq 
SCSI 5 W" Removable Hard Disc 
Cartridge, 88 Mb, ex-demonstration syqe £25| 
SCSI BY*' Removable Hard Disc Drive, 

88 Mb, second-hand srot £145 

TechWriter raw £05 

Xenon 2 game £9 

Zarch sure £9 



Buyany~2Jor£30 


10 our of 10 Driving Test 

Heimdail 

HeroQuest 

PC software 


Arcshare Client 
Arcshare Server 
Encarta 
Windows 95 
Windows for Workgroups 3.1 1 


KRIS 

KHIS 


XCSP 

KCSP 


£17 
£23 
£ 22 1 


£75. 
£95 1 
I WCR £99,1 
wcr POAjJ 
ura* £551 


.[ Word 6 for Windows 
| WordPerfect for Windows 
| Version 6.0a 

1 Works V3 Windows 

WPOP 

MBS 

£269 J 

POA 

£99| 

CD rom software 


19(h Century Biographies 

av5l 

£24 

Art Store - Animals in Art 

JWGL 

£49 

J Artworks CD 

corn 

£129[ 

B Bitfolio Clip Art Library CD 

LOW 

£47 

B Britain (rom Ihe Air 

ANGL 

£39^ 

|j Britain Since 1 930 

ANGL 

£241 

Rj Castles 

ANGL 

£39L 

B Clip-Art CD 1 

com 

£18 Ira 

If Clip-Art CD 2 

COMO 

£18® 

jj : Counties of the British isles 

ANGL 

£39 SJ 

| : Countries of the World 

iwei 

£39® 

| Garden Wildlife, kss 

4WSL 

£39l 

1 Granny's Garden CD 

MAT 

£28® 

1 Industrial Revolution, kss 

ANGL 

£89|| 

II Kingfisher Children's Micropedie 



on CD Rom, ksi-s 

ESW 

£86 | 

. Naughty Stories Volumes 1 and 2 



jj | (set of 1 2) C D m Rise PC), age S*7 

S HEM 

£61 

| Nelson and Ihe British Navy 

AWL 

£49 ( 

Oxford Reading Tree Stage 2 



Talking Stories CD, age s-/ 

SHER 

£37 

: PDCD-1 Issue 2 

GATE 

£29 

j PDCD-2 

DATE 

£27 

Photobase Decades: 

tow 

£47 

The 1920s, The 1930s, The 1940s, 


The 1 958s, The 1 960s, The Victorians 


Photobase: Landscapes 

LONG 

£47; 

Photobaso: Science 

LONG 

£47 

Seashore Life, no* mi 

ANGL 

£39 

Simon the Sorcerer CO 

GAME 

£34; 

Understanding Energy 

4m 

ml 

Understanding Ihe Body, age n-i a 


£39 If 

World of the Vikings 

ANGL 

£39 

World War II - On Ihe Home Front 

AWL 

£24 

Jj World's Weather, age n-u 

ANGL 

£49 B 

Other software 



B iDraw.Help, age is* 

SHEA ™£16^H 

B 1 0 out of 10, various titles 

PQGLT 

£17111 

B 1 st Paint 

RESD 

£34B| 

j Accesst tor Rise PC 600 

ACOR 

£98 


Selected prices 1 7th June 1995 

Advance secondary ate licence acc« £440 1 

Advance User G uide tax wo £11 f 

Advantage, k$2,3 long £46l 

Advantage primary sii& Iksnes. KSZ.3- long £ 1 1 2 1 

Advantage secoixiaiy ate hceAC6.KS£.3 long £162|] 
Afl New Talking Animated Alphabet, 
aga 3-fl suer £27 1 

Amazing Maths, k$i-4 cm s £19l 

Ancestry it wave £79 1 

Animated N umbers (not Hisc poy, ege £2 1 j 

Apollonius PDT chks £140 

ArcFax H8J. £28 

ArcFS2 vdo £20 

Archimedes Game Maker's Manual sou V5 £15 

.Architech aspe £157 

Architect! site licence aspe £489 

Arcterm 7 sew £58 

Ardurus oreg £20 

Arcventure sme» 

I The Romans , age a-i z £28 

- primary site licence £52 

It ... The Egyptians, age mo £28 

- primary site licence £52 

111,,. The Vikings, age 7-n £28 

- primary site licence £52 

Around the World in 80 Days, age 7-1 1 shej? £37 

Artworks COHC £120 

ArtWorkS rwtnork licsnce owe £650; 

Artworks site licence kmc £5401 

Artworks Made Easy dabs ^£15 j 

AudioWorks cguc £45; 

Aztecs, age 7- It shed £40 

Badger Trails m Rise re), age s-i i snep £40 

- primary site licence she* £67 

Satttechess kws £20 

BBC Basic Reference Manual acor vo £22 

BetsL age 7-12 maf £32 

Betsr site licence, age M 2 mat £63 

Birds of War eoup £23 

Bitfolio Cartoon Graphics icon £17 

Black Angel fouh £22 

Blinds wan £16 

Bodywise {nor Rise PC). age 9 1 4 s her £37 

Break 147 & Superpoo! tour £22 

Burn Out ere® £20 

Buttons jund £24 

C (new edition) with disc dabs £22 

C++ acofs £195 

CADet, KSa.4 wwe £79 

Calabash Pirates, age 7-n stoa PDA 

Cannon Fodder »» s £18 

CardShop glm £19 

Carnage inc. four £16 

Castle Of Dreams (nor Rise PC), age 7-1 1 stqr £20 

Celebration cur £28 

Celebration site licence gar £68 

Chameleon (not Rise PC) mat £33 

Chaos Engine aewe £19 

Chaitwell wee £23 

Chatter mat £30 

Chess 1 1 pm £14 

Chocks Away Compendium four £24 

Chopper Force food £21 

Chuck Rock ,n«R« po « £9 

CineWorks cheg £135 

Classcardz for Resultz colt £20 

Classcardz for Word? colt £20 

Complete Animator iota £80 

Composition (Rise PC orty} oar £129 

Compression cove £29 

Craflshop 1 amat £19 

Craftshop 2 mat £19 

Creator 91 alpi £46 

Crystal Maze, age io+ swr £28 

Crystal Rain Forest, age a n shea £36 

- primary site licence shea £67 

Crystal Rain Forest 2 r age ®-ii smer POA 

Cyber Chess four £22 

Danyl the Dragon, ksi ,2 mat £18 

- site licence naat £36 

- Activity Sheets mat £10 

DataPower she hrancc tor 1 \+ k>t* £595 

Demon's Lair food £18 

Desktop Thesaurus seeb £18 

Desktop Tracker vw £39 

Diggers £24 

Digital Symphony grig £46 

Dinosaur Discovery, KS 2 mat £25 

Dinosaur Discovery site licence mat £54 

Disc Rescue look £28 

Don The Professor, kS2£ sele Eifl 

Draw Prints Plot oaks £28 

DrawBender icso £10 

DrawBender site licence icso £30 

Dune II ECU £27 

Dungeon four £24 

E-Type 2 four £25 

E-Type Compendium four £18 

Easi Writer raw £88 

Easi Writer Professional raw £118 

Easy C [not Rise PC) web £55 

Easy C++ ®?.eb £89 

Easy Font 3 ™>£27 

Ego: Replon 4 sire £18 

Eidoscope owe £157 

Elite Rvm £32 

Enter the Realm four £18 


tfseo £21 
U5GO £21 
so* £35 

4IH7 £23 
MAT £48 
MAT £10 
look £28 
icsa £15 


gw rs £47 ■ 
ecu £27| 
£9 1 


Eye for Spelling, ksi.z fsu? £31 

Fervour [not Rise PC) oar £16] 

Find It! appi £34 

Fireworkz « ; £88 

Rreworitz Pro colt £139] 

Fireworkz Pro primary site licance colt £289 

Fireworkz Pro sscwKteiy site ic«i» colt £585] 

First Logo, ksi, 2 town £21 

- primary site licence, K$ 1,2 long £70| 

First Page, K$s 4 lows £42 

- primary site licence, KS2-4 LONG £ 1 32 

First Words with Smudge, age 4+ $jor £2o! 

Flashback, i .6 Mb disc 
Flashback, 800 kb discs 
Flight Sim Tool kit 
Flossy the Frog, ksi 
- site licence, ksi 
F lossy Ihe Frog Art Disc 
Font Directory 
Fontasy 

Fontasy / DrawBender / 
Placard « 

- site licence * 

Fontasy site licence * 

FonlFX a 

FontFX site licence a 

Food for Thought (not Rise PC), age 6-16 shed £16 

Formulix cowc £64 

Freddy Teddy 
Fun School 3: 

age -5, age 5-7, age 8+ 

Fun School 4: 

age -5, age 5-7, age 7-11 
Genesis Professional 
Genesis Project 
Global Effect 
Gods (not Rise PC) 

Granny's Garden 

- site licence 

- Resource Pack 
Granny's Garden French 

(Le Jardin de Grand-m&re) 

GraphBox, nsa.4 
GraphBox Professional, ks 4 
Graphics Loaders 
Graph _IT (non hist PC), ag&a-ie* 

GridPro (not Rise PC) 

GridPrO Site Jiwnce (noi Rise PC) 

Grievous Bodiiy 'ARM (rwi Rise PC) 

Hard Disc Companion II 
Hatchback 
Haunted House 
Hearsay II 

Holed Out Compendium four £18 

Home Accounts mikc £27 

House of Numbers 
illusionist 
image Animator 
Image Outfiner 
Image Bank Picture Compression Library^ £26] 

ImageFS « £29 

ImageMaster PHI £24 

Impression Publisher«>Mc£123 

- network licence come £645- 

-site licence com £535 ! 

Impression Publisher Plus comc £259 . 

- network licence cam £925 

- site licence com £775_ 

- as upgrade 

from Impression Publisher corn £1 25| 

Impression Style «wc£75 

- site licence cowe £435| 

S Impressive ouw £91 

I Intertalk aoor £7dl 

Intertalk site licence ac or £2891 

I Investigator 111 vm £42l 

ft boon game £16| 


POSTAGE IS FREE 

FOR PREPAID SALES IN THE UK 


James Pond (not Rise PC) ms £91 

I James Pond - Underwater Agent 
/ Running Water, ksi 4 
I! James Pond 2 + (not Rise PC) 

JPEG & PhotoCD Loaders 
Junior Database, ksi -3 
i Junior PinPoint, ksi ,2 
- primary site licence 
Key Cate 
Key Image 
Key Plus 3,0 
Keycount 
Keynote 2.0 
Keystroke 
Kid Pix, ksi. 2 


Look! Hear! Talking Topics 
(set Of 6), ag* 5-7 $her 

Lotus Turbo Challenge 2 (not Rte pcj kbs 
M acFS com 

I MacFS Light corn 

J Magic Pockets (od Rise PC) hewe 

| Magpie ldwg 

- primary site licence 

- secondary site licence 

jj Manchester United (oos Rise PC) 

| Manchester United Europe (not Rise PC) kaus 

StiFE 
BEEB 
TOPO 
crea 

MAT 




ECU 

com 

IOTA 

LONG 

LONG 

ANGL 


ANGL 

ANGL 


Knowledge Organiser 2 

CLAR 

£63 [ 

Krisalis Collection [□« Rise PC) 

ms 

£20 

Landmarks, various titles, k$ 2,3 

LONG 

£24 

Landmarks Datafile, various titles. KS 2 ,a tOfiie£14t 

Landmarks Microworids, KS2.3 : 

LONG 

£24 1 

The Victorians, The War Years 



Lemmings 

KRtS 

£19j 

Lemmings 8 Oh No] 



More Lemmings (Rise PC onty) 



Lemmings II (Tribes) 

ms 

£20 

little Red Riding Hood, age 5-e 

SELE 

£131 

Logo, ksi-4 

LOW 

£55| 

1 lincnf'P 

tow £1881! 


Master Break 
Masterfile III 
MathMania 
Maths Card 
Maths Circus 
Maths Explorer 
Maths Odyssey 
Mouse in Holland 

- site licence 
Music Box 

Musketeer (DataPower, 
Impression Style, Schema 2) 
Nature Graphics 
Naughty Stories Volume 1 
(set of 6) (not Rise PC), age s-7 
Naughty Stories Volume 2 
(set of 6) (not Rise PC), age s? 
Navigator 

Nebufus (not Rise PC) 
NightSky 

Noddy's Playtime (not Rw re) 
Noot [not Rise PC) 

Wool licaiKte (not Rise PC) 

Moot Art Disc 
Notate, KS2-4+ 

- primary site licence 
Oak PCS II 

Oddball 

Oddball + Asylum 


com 

COLIT 

MAT 

MAT 


£55 

£18 

£85 

£45 

£17 

£50 

£189 

£328 

£9 

£9 

£13 

£45 

£24 

£48 

£25 

£40 

£40 

£23 

£55 

£32 


sot a £245 
jwcs £16 


£44 


£44 
£42 
£17 
£61 
£17 
£41 
£88 
£10 
£54 
LONG £189 

CMK5 £66 
£8 
£12 


■ShEff 

R3P0 

KftS 

CLAtT 

JUMP 

MAT 

4MAT 

MAT 

lOW 


TXGY 

OUST 


SPAC 


I Oh No! More Lemmings (nn|uii*s LenmwigsjKflis £15 
| OmniClienl 
I Orrery 
j Ovation 
I Ovation Pro 

| Oxford Reading Tree, age s-7 : 

Stage 2 Story Books 
Stage 2 Talking Slories 
Stage 2 More Talking Stories A 
Stage 3 Story Books 
Stage 3 Talking Stories 
I Oxford Talking Infant Atlas, ksi 
i PC Emulator 1 ,8 
| PenDown, KSi^a 

- primary site licence 
R PenDown Soles, KS3.4 
| PenDown Pius, K52-4 

- primary site licence 

- secondary site licence 


acor £245 
£93 
£66 
beeb£PQA 

SHED 

VD £9 
£35 
£35 
«£9 
£35 
£19 
£90 
£45 

LONG £161 1 

tewfi £49 1 

LONG £ 66 l 

tewe £2381 
long £395 1 


SNER 

ACOR 

LOW 


Personal Accounts V3 m>£37 


Perspectives 
Photodesk 
PhotoTouch 
Picture Point, ksi .? 

Picture Point site licence, KSI, 3 
PinPoint 2, KS3,4 

- primary site licence 

- secondary sile licence 
PinPoint Datafile, various tiles 
PipeDream 4 

Placard 

Placard site licence 
Rantwise, ago 9-14 
Plot 

Populous 

Poster 

Presenter GTi 
Prime Art, ksi - 4 
PrimeArt Display Kil, ksi a 
PrimeMover, ksz- 4 
PrimeSolver: 

Full version, ksi - 4 
Home version, ksi - 4 
PrimeWord, KS2-4 
Printer Driver: 

Canon BubbJeJet 
Canon LBP 
Deskiet 50Q/55DC 
Epson ESG-P2 
ProArtisan 2 

ProArtisan 24 (Rise PC only) 
Pro-CAD. KS4 

Prophet 2 

PublishArt Release 2 
Quest for Gold 
GuicKey 

QuicKey site licence 
Rainbow, ksi. 2 
Rainbow site licence, ksi , 2 
Real McCoy 4 
Recordz 

- primary site licence 

- secondary site licence 
RemoieFS Parallel Port 
RemoieFS Serial Port 
Render Bender 2 
Rephorm 

Report Writer KS1/2. KSltf 
Report Writer KS3/4, ksst 4 
Repro 
Resultz 

Resullz sBdcmdary sUalicance 


recs £54 
s*c £157 
£63 
£27 
£89 
row £79 
lows £238 
LONG £370 
£14 


eras 

LOW 

LOW 


LOW 

COLT 


CLAft 

ms 

4MAT 

LINO 


£85 
£10 
£30 
£42 
£63 
£23 
£74 
£66| 
£40 1 
£20 1 
£56 1 

£49 1 
£36 1 
£39 1 

£15 
£15 
£15 
£15 
oar £102 
OAR £125 
mwe £450 

im.£143 


QAKS 

OAKS 


SMAR 

£34 1 

ms 

£19 

ICS? 

£10’ 

KSO 

£30 

LOW 

£28 

LONG 

£89 

FOUR 

£22 

COLT 

£93 

COLT 

£189 

COLT 

£365 

ATOW 

£49 

ATOVY 

£49 

clap 

£40 

OAFS 

£45 ■ 

CPEA 

£48 

CHE* 

£48 

tMKS 

£46 

coir 

£75 

car 

£312 

tnNr. 

£38 


Revelation ImagePro 24 bit, k$z-4 

io«g £48 

- secondary site licence 

low £328 

Rhapsody 2 

cun £48 

Rhapsody 3 

cow £74 

Rhythm-Bed 

clar £38 

RISC OS 3 Applications Upgrade 

ACOR £10 

RISC OS 3 Programmer's 


Reference Manual 

akm ^£99 

RISC OS 3 User Guide 


[ for Rise PC 690 

acor VE £22 

RISC OS Style Guide 

Acw^m 

Rise PC Technical 


Reference Manual acor V3 £35 

RiscBASJC Compiler 

silo £77 

Rosie and Jim, age w: 

swfff £10 

Duck loses his Quack, 


Jim gets the Sneezes 


Round the World Yacht Race, age 9+ sre* £28 

RTF and WordPerfect 


Loaders and Savers 

c ewe £28 

S-Base 2 Developer 

IQNG £92 

- site licence 

long £398 

S-Base 2 Personal 

lows £47 r 

- site licence 

lons £189 i 

Sally and Wally 

OR EG £20 

Saloon Cars Deluxe 

four £22 

- Extra Courses 

FOUR £15 

Schema 2 

cua £95 

Science 

£23 

Scrabble 

usgq £21 

ShapeFX 

DATS £10 

Sibelius 6 

SEE £1 34 

- primary site licence 

siflf £289 

- secondary sile licence 

sm £539, 

SibeJius 6 + Sibelius 7 Sludent 

afle £525 

Sibelius 8 secondary site licence 


+ Sibelius 7 Student 

sts£ £749 

Sibelius 7 

she £736 

Sibelius 7 Sludeni 

stetf £464 

-sile licence 

siae £959 

Sim City 

k>T,'S £ 2 2 

Sim City 2000 (orAsooo 

,**£30 

Sim City 2000 lorrascpc 

Kfl'i £30 

Simon the Sorcerer 

GAMS £28_ 

Sleuth 

eirsfl £60 1 

Sleuth 2 

BEE B £93 1 

smArt [not Rise PC) 

4MAT £33 1 

j smArlFiJer 

4MAt £24 1 

f Smudge the Scientist, age 4+ 

sice POAl 

Smudge the Spaniel, age 4* 

sratR £19| 

- site licence, age 4+ 

STOR £42 II 

SnapHappy 

oaks £191 

Snippet 

4*1*7 £32 ft 

SolidCAD 

sho £77 1 


WorraCad 

WorraCad site licence 


OAKS £65 
oaks £275 


I Somerset Talking Computer Project Learning 


1 Space City, age ?-s 

SHEA 

£25 1 

1 SparkFS 

PfLL 

£20 ■ 

1 Special 

JG5U 

£lo| 

1 Special site licence 

KSff 

£30 1 

Speech! 

SWRf 

£18 

Speedbal! II 

KfitS 

£18; 

Spelling week-by-week 

CHAU 

£20 

Spex 

ASR£ 

£98 

Split an Image (rat Hi sc pm ago e-i& 

SMEft 

£17 1 

Star Fighler 3O0O 

FflCW 

£23 

Starspell Plus 

FISH 

£19 

Studio24 

PINE 

£165 

Stunt Racer 2000 

FOUR 

£24 

- Extra Tracks 

FOUR 

£16 

Swiv (not Rise PC) 

KRIS 

£9 

TableCalc 

ISVF 

£24 1 

TABS 

ASR£ 

£95 1 

Talking Clocks 

TORO 

£32 8 

I Talking PenDown, ksi-s 

long 

£53 1 

- primary sile licence 

LONG 

£189 ■ 

1 Techntxfream (Nevryon 2) 

SURF 

£191 

I TechWhter Professional 

icon £1951 

1 Textea&e with Spelling Checker 

SQFE 

£39 1 

1 - primary site licence 

SQFE 

£79 1 

1 - secondary site licence 

SOFE 

£118 1 

1 Time Detectives ... 

[ The Victorians, age Ml 

SHFR 

£42 1 

1 Time Machine 

FOUR 

£191 

1 Time Traveller, KS 2 

esm 

£39 1 

| Time Traveller, kss 

ESM0 


Britain Since 1 930 


£2&|1 

The Victorians 


£30 1 

Tudor and Stuart Times 


£33 

TinyDraw/TlnyLogo 

TOPO 

£25 

Tiller 

QLAR 

£77 

Topographer 

G1AJ? 

£59 

Touch Type 

IOTA 

£38 

- site licence for 1 0 

IOTA 

£137 

Trace 

PttA 

£9 

.TurboDriver: 

CQUcJ 

£39 

Canon, Epson Stylus 800. HP 

1 Twain, various titles 

mi 

£161 

1 Tween 

ewes 

£271 

1 TWO (Task and Window Organiser) 

ICSO 

£10| 

1 - site licence 

teso 

£30 i 

| TypeStudio 

sets 

£38 1 

1 Vector [not Rise PC) 

4UAT 

£751 

I VersaTile 

OAKS 

£42 1 

1 Videopack, various titles 

ANGL 

£34 1 

■ Virtual Golf 

FOUR 

£22 I 

B Vox Box 

CtAR 

£401 

1 Voyage of Discovery, 

SUER 

£31 1 

B WimpGEN 

sno 

£76 " 

B Wollenstein 3D 

POWE 

£23 

B Wordz 

COLT 

£54 


Acorn Rise PC 600 

5MHD210 £114 

5M HD210 14" Monitor £129 

5M HD210 17" Monitor £157 

5M HD21 0 CD System 1 4" Monitor £1 49 

5M H D21 0 CD System 1 T Monitor £1 77 

9M HD420 £144 

9M HD420 14" Monitor £159 

9M HD420 ir Monitor £167 

9M H D420 C D System 1 4" Monitor £1 79 

9M H D420 CD System 1 7" Monitor £207 

Case Mid Upgrade 

for Rise PC 600 2M and 5M acor £98 

Ethernet Network Interface Card 
lor Rise PC 600 acdh £98 

Hard Disc Fitting Kit 
tor Rise PC 5^" bay teso £20 

IDE Internal interface teso £60 

IDE Removable Hard Disc Kit 
for Rise PC, 270 Mb icso £409 

Indigo CD Rom Drive CAA300IA cm 
Proteus CD Rom / Optical Drive, 

Rise PC / PC f Apple Intemai cu#« £548 

Removable Hard Disc Fitting Kit 
for Rise PC 5V bay ics 

Rise PC 486 Card, special offer 
it ordered with computer acor £99 

Rise PC Sound Card ao& 

SCSI II interface tor Rise PC cum £165 

SIMM 4 Mb 32 bit £120 

SIMM 8 Mb 32 bit £225 

SIMM 16 Mb 32 bit £370 


A corn Portables 

Pocket Book II 256K £203 

Pocket Book II 51 2K 
Pocket Book ! I Class Pack £ 1 999 

A- Link for Pocket Book £43 

Flash Disc 256K for Pocket Book 
Mains Adaptor for Pocket Book £15 

Parallel Link for Pocket Book 
RAM Disc 128K for Pocket Book 
Battery Pack for A4 


ICS Hard Disc Kits 



The best IDE filing system ! 

* Not limited to 512 Mb 

* Password protection 

* Disc partitioning 

Just took at these prices 
(other sizes also available) 




PLEASE SPECIFY OS 2 OR 0$ 3 
FOR ALL KITS AND INTERFACES 

IDE IntemaE Hard Disc Kil for A3G0Q Series 
80 Mb 
120 Mb 
240 Mb 

IntemaE interface only 
IDE Infernal Hard Disc Kil 
lor Archimedes Range : 

240 M b in short supply - please check 
330 Mb In short supply - pleaso chock 
420 Mb 
540 Mb 
1000 Mb 

Internal Interface only 
Hard Disc Cradle Kit for Archimedes 
Hard Disc Fitting Kit for A300O 
Hard Disc Fitting Kit for A3020 


£149 

£185 

£299 


£199 

£225 

£275 

£299 

£499 


ICS IDE Hard Discs 


IDF 2V£ H Hard Disc, 80 Mb 
IDE 2W' Hard Disc, 120 Mb 
IDE2&" Hard Disc, 240 Mb 
IDE 3ft" Hard Disc, 240 Mb 
IDE 3&" Hard Disc, 330 Mb 


I 

: IDE 314" Hard Disc, 420 Mb 

£225 Hf 

J IDE 3VT Hard Disc, 540 Mb 

£249 1 

J IDE 3W Hard Disc, 1 000 Mb 

£449 f 

I ^ Form Factor Converter 2W 9 to 3^ p 

£?L 

■ 1 Second Hard Disc Fitting Kit for A5QQ0 £ 1 5 11 

m Second Hard Disc Y Power Lead 


i ICS Removable 

| IDE 3W' Hard Discs 

P Cartridge. 105 Mb 

SYQE £52 

| Cartridge. 270 Mb 

srae £55 1 | 

1 Kit forASOOO, 27Q Mb 

£399; 

1 Fitting Kit forASOOO 

£25 

Printers 


A4-1 200/1 Direct Drive 

j 

Laser Printer 

call £978 

Bubble Jet BJ-iOsx 

card £149 

Bubble Jet BJ-30 

cano £179 

J Bubble Jel BJC-70 

cano £275 

f|k Bubble Jel RJ-200ex 

£212 

P| Bubble Jel BJC-600 

cano £359 

| T 1 - Ink Cartridge. Black 

CANO £9 v' | 

1 H - Ink Ca rtridge. Cyan 

CANO £10 

l|l - Ink Cartridge. Magenta 

Cano £10 

1 - Ink Cartridge. Yellow 

CANO £10 

I Bubble Jet BJC-800 + TurboDriver 

£1160 

1 - Ink Cartridge. Black 

CANO £18 

ii 1 - Ink Cartridge, Cyan 

CANO £19 

H| - Ink Cartridge, Magenta 

CANO £19 

1 - Ink Cartridge, Yellow 

CANO £19 

Hi Bubble Jet BJC-4000 

cano £270 

Ij - Ink Cartridge 

CANO £40 

1 - fnk Cartridge, Black 

cano £26 

| - Ink Tank, Black 

CANO £9 

I - ink Tank, Colour 

CANO £15 1 1, 

■ DeskJet 5D0 Series 


H Tri-chamber Colour Ink Cartridge 

Hfwi £23 f \ 

fV DeskJet 540 

£229 

1 DeskJet Ink Cartridge, Black 

MEWL £21 1 

I EF-L Toner Cartridge for LBP-4 

CANO £59, i 

h EP-S 11 Toner Cartridge lor LBP-8 

cano £69 

i 

Memory 


(l , A3GQQ 1 - 2 Mb 

IFF L £57 1 

l| A3000 1 -4Mb 

IFEL £110 1 

| JA301O1 - 2 Mb 

ifR £38 | 

r id A3020 / A4000 2 - 4 Mb 

ifel £74 II 

B A3Q5/310/44G 1 - 2 Mb 

ifei £83 Ml 

|A305/3 10/440 1 - 4 Mb 

n 

I soldered wilh MEMC1A 

ffi £173 HI 

|| A5O00 2 - 4 Mb 

^l £79|M 

Other hardware 

H46& PC Card 25 MHz 4 Mb 

aler £4551 

B1I46& PC Card 50 MHz 4 Mb 

AifP £523 ft? 

|l| A3010: 

*c or fniJ 

| Action Pack 

£249 a 

I 2M Early Years 

£319 11 

U 2M Early Years 

1 If 

Med- Res SVGA Multiscar System £499. I 

il 1 2M Learning Curve 

£3191 

’ ' ■ 2M Learning Curve 


Med-Res SVGA Mulliscan System £461 1 FI 

, A3020 FD 


1 Med-Res SVGA Multiscan SystemACtw £569 IaI 

! A305/3 10/440 


U I RISC OS 3 Carrier Board 

fFEL £19 H 

1 A4000HO210 


J M ed -Res SVGA Multiscan System acor £839 H 

r AnDi Odduie 

OAJL £49 

.Hi Backplane, 4 -slot 4- layer with fan 

tf€t £55 H 

■ ColoufCard Gold 

couc £195 H 

H DM130 

avos £73 HI 

■ DM150 

Aua £84 11 

HPMI50-S 

Auctf £162 IH 

Il 1 Dongle Dangle 

icso £6 B IJ 

W& Eagle M2 

comc £315 B 1 

11 Ergo-keybeard 

cast £90 ¥ 1 

,11 Fan Filters (pack of 10) (Mt A500Q or nisc PQnca? £61, 

iTFan KiMor A300 / A4O0 

kso £15 L 

1 ^Lambda16 

£98 |J; 

f Lark A16 

comc £195u|- 

, Logitech Mouse torAcom 

£19 

’j Midi Max 

comc £86 || 

H Movie Magic 

comc £245 |H 

|| Power Pad (Dual) 

ecu £29 H 

.y Power Pad (Single) 

scu £22 11 

1 PowerWAVE 30 

audi £177 pH 

ft PowerWAVE 50 

av& £195 fa 

M PowerWAVE 50 - S 

AIM £245 J 

Proteus CD Rom /Optical Drive, 




Acw £589 li 
comc £88 

comc £157 

User Port /MIDI Upgrade for A3000 acor £48 

HflCS 

A30OO external £91 I 

A3000/3010/3020/4000 internal £87 1 

A5000/400/300/RPCGOO £87 J 


ncc§ 


A30C0 external 

A3000/301 0/3020/4000 internal 
A5000/400/300/RPC600 


(for A300/A400 Series only) 


E117B 
£91 f 
£91 1 

£15| 


HOW TO ORDER 


Carriage is free within mainland 
UK if you pay on ordering. 

Cheques should be made payable 
to Ian Copestake Limited, 

You may also pay by credit card, 
debit card or Switch. We nor- 
mally make no charge for this, and 
take no payment until goods are 
despatched. We need your address 
as known to the card issuer. 

If you leave an order on our 
answering machine please 
include your telephone number, your 
card number and its expiry date (and 
issue number if any), and your calcu- 
lation of the total payment due. 
Official orders are welcome from 
UK educational and government 
institutions (invoices are due for pay- 
ment within 14 days and are subject 
to carriage and late payment 
charges). 

VAT is not included Zero- rated 
items are marked VO. UK customers 
please add 1714% to all other prices. 
EC customers outside the UK please 
do the same unless you are VAT- 
registered, in which case quote your 
international VAT number. Ours is GB 
595 7258 B4, 

Overseas carriage: If you are 

paying by credit card we will add 
airmail and insurance at cost. Other- 
wise piease add £6 (Europe) or at 
least £12 (elsewhere) for each soft- 
ware item and send a pounds sterling 
bank draft payable at a London clear- 
ing bank, or Eurocheques for not 
more than £100 each. 

All products, prices and specifi- 
cations are offered in good faith and I 
are subject to change without notice. 
We process all orders immediately, I 
but suppliers do someiimes keep us 
waiting. Goods are guaranteed but | 
we do not supply them on approval. 
Returns and cancellations can only [ 
be accepted by prior agreement and [ 
there may be a charge to cover the | 
costs involved. 



Authorised Acorn Dealer and Developer 
Piease make cheques payable to lan Copestake Limited 

Dept U18, 1 Kington road. West Kirby, 
WIRRAL, Merseyside, England, L48 SET 

Fax: 0151-625 1007 


fflSfcfijfelfiBfi Te,: 0151-625 1006 


EfiOE UlS'flSJE'17 , 


T 




What do these images 
have in common? 





Not much, except that they were all captured in glorious 24 bit colour by the latest 
multimedia system - 24116. This combines an advanced video digitiser with a 1 6 bit sound 
sampler As well as beautiful stills, 24116 captures superb Replay movies and hi-fi audio. 

But don't just take our word for it.. 

The image quaiity possible from 24il6 is the best obtainable , , 

...Replay qualify is superior to anything else I have see n," Archimedes World 


In fact 24116 is a no-compromise design that surpasses all others in the Acorn World thanks 
to the following unique features: 


Or 


I Compact Disc quality 1 6 bit stereo sampling at up to 4SKHz 
> Full frame still capture (resolution up to 768 x 576 with I Mb option] 

I Replay Movie capture of any size and rate limited only by machine and hard disc speed 
I Capture rate up to 25 images per second and time lapse facilities 
I Contrast brightness and saturation control in real-time 

For a limited time 24if O a s will be available for a special price together with Empire - 
Uniqueway's highly acclaimed Replay Movie editing package - so contact us nowllf 



For the Complete Picture... 

(riant Instruments Ltd, Brunei Institute for Bioengineering, Brunei 
University, Uxbridge, Middlesex, UBS 3FH Tei/Fax 01895 81 1401 


Please note: 24116 requires one expansion slot RfSC OS 3 1 or later, at least ARM 3, a hard 
disc and 2Mb RAM minimum. All hardware products come with full T years guarantee. E & OE. 


Access 


VISA 





News 



Two-page Acorn update 



Lightspan wants to use this box to fink schools and family homes in America, Could this be the long- 
awaited breakthrough for Acorn technology across the Atlantic? 


INTERESTING things are happening at 
Vision Park in Cambridge. Over the past 
month a number of stories have emerged 
with important implications both for Acorn 
and tor those who use its computers* Some 
of them have been wild speculation; others 
have been nearer the mark. Acorn User 
presents the definitive guide to what’s 
happening at Acorn, Online Media and 
ARM Ltd. 

Another Online Media deal 

Online Media has returned to its roots with 
the announcement of its latest set-top box 
(STB) customer deal STBs are more 
associated with leisure than education, but 
Online Media's latest customer, The Light- 
span Partnership Inc wants to put Online 
Media STBs into US schools as well as 
homes. Could this hint at the ultimate 
destiny of Acom Computer Group? 

Lightspan is to trial the latest version of 
Online Media's STB, which uses the new 
highly integrated ARM7500 chip and an 
optional CD-ROM drive. Lightspan is 
already experienced in interactive edu- 
cational applications in the US and hopes 
STBs will become a valuable tool in bridg- 
ing the gap between the home and the 
classroom. 

The idea is that schools install STBs in 
their classrooms and families install them 
in their homes too. This will not only give 
families access to leisure programming, 
but also identical curricular material to that 
being used at school 

No details are being revealed about the 
value of the Lightspan deal or implementa- 
tion time scales, but nevertheless the deal 
represents another crucial trophy for 
Online Media in its programme to estab- 
lish itself as a leading interactive 
multimedia player. 

Not a profits warning 

News of Online Media’s latest deal with 
The Lightspan Partnership Inc. was 
balanced by a paragraph which was inter- 
preted by the financial press as a profits 
warning. The statement read: Tn the UK, 
Acorn’s personal computer business con- 
tinues to experience difficult trading 
conditions which will again adversely 
affect results in the traditionally weaker 
first half of the year. This is despite a 
strong contribution from Acorn’s flagship 
model the Rise PC Management action is 
being taken to address the situation. 

‘Progress at Acorn's associated com- 
pany, Advanced RISC Machines Limited, 
continues to be in line with the Board's 
expectations? 

Acorn's corporate communications 
manager, Hilary Swift, explained that 


while the press appeared to have treated 
the Lightspan Partnership news release as 
tw'o separate stories, this had not been 
intended by Acorn. 

The section about Acorn's personal 
computer business difficulties had simply 
been included to balance a single item of 
extremely good news with the core Acom 
business and therefore not to misguidedly 
influence Acorn’s share price, in line with 
stock exchange guidelines. 

Indeed, at the time of the recent rights 
issue (see the April issue) A coni User 
asked Acorn's managing director, Sam 
Wauchope what he expected of his 
company's prospects. There are no indi- 
cations that the business plan he had then 
has been significantly changed. Acorn's 
share price dropped marginally by 2.5p to 
90p. 

New FileCore beta-test 

Hard disc drive prices have fallen 
spectacularly in the Iasi year. Three years 
ago, a 100Mb drive was a generous norm 
and 512Mb drive was an expensive luxury 
few could afford. Now a IGh drive can be 
obtained for less than £250. 

Unfortunately, filing systems dating 
back from the 1980s (including earlier 
versions of PC DOS and RISC OS) have had 
built in limitations regarding the si/e of a 
hard disc they can address* usually set to 
an upper limit of 5 1 2Mb. This means 
having to format hard drives larger than 
512Mb into two separate virtual drives or 
partitions, each no larger than 5 1 2Mb - a 
clumsy solution. 

A revised RISC OS FileCore, the busi- 
ness end of the RISC OS filing system, has 


been developed to eliminate the 512Mb 
restriction by increasing the partition limit 
to 128Gb* Acom Clan members will be 
given the privilege of beta-testing the new 
FileCore, which will probably happen 
around the time this issue of Acom User is 
published. 

The new FileCore is to be supplied as a 
software overlay on floppy disc. Accord- 
ing to Acorn's Chris Cox, who oversees 
the Clan, the FileCore beta release is only 
intended for Rise PC machines* 

He also confirmed that the new FileCore 
would only address hard drive size [imita- 
tions and not other features like long file 
names. File names on RISC OS are limited 
to 10 characters, although the success of 
Jason Tribbeck's Long Files utility, which 
extends this capability to 55 characters, 
shows that most RISC OS applications can 
cope easily with longer file names. 


ARM710 and 700 updates 

ARM 710 Rise PC processor upgrade modules 
will start shipping towards the end of July, 
according to Acom, This is later than had 
been expected, but anyone waiting for an 
ARM700 upgrade, the version which can take 
a floating point accelerator chip, will have to 
wait much longer. 

A problem running the ARM 700 card with 
a PC co-processor is the reason. Meanwhile, 
the ARM710 - which is docked at 40MHz 
compared to the standard ARMSIO's 30MHz 
- will be priced £100 as promised by Acom 
last year. That price is in exchange for your 
old ARM610 card. 
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Inkjet Printing Sgiutic 



BJC-70 +TurboDriver 
£259 + £10 p&p WAT 
{316.07 me.) 


BJ-200EX 


A fast and affordable 
quality mono inkjet. 
Resolution with smoothing 
up to 720dpi . 
77ie obvious choice if your 
work is black and white. 


Bj-2'0'0ex ilurboDriver 
£1 99 + £10 p&p WAT 
(£245.53 fnc.) 


BJ’bOOE 


A fast, 

( dedicated 
inkjet printer. 
Colour 
f resolution 
of 360dpi 
and in mono 
with smoothing 
up to 720dpi. 
Four separate 
colour inks. 
i The one to 
L go for if the 
1 majonty of 
your 

is in 

'Mb cc 


<-o 


BJC-4000 + 
TurboDriver 
£289 + 

£10 p&p WAT 
{£351.32 inc,) 




BJ-600& +TurboDriver 
£389 +- £10 p&p +VAT 
(£468,82 inc.) 


BJC-4000 

■■ 


Computer Concepts Ltd 


Gaddesden Place 

Hemel Hempstead * Herts HP2 6EX 
Tel: 01442 351000 - Fax: 01442 351010 
Email: lnfo@cconcepts.co.uk 


Fast colour and 
mono printing. 

Colour resolution of 
360dpi and when 
using the special 
high speed black 
cartridge in mono 
with smoothing up to 
720dpi. The most 
flexible choice if the 
majority of you work 
is in btack and white 
(prints at twice the 
speed of the BJ-200 
in mono) but there is 
a colour requirement. 


A portable 
version of the 
colour and 
mono BJC-4000 
with the same 
dpi. Just 1.4kg 
and 300mm wide. 
This shouid be 
your choice if 
portability is the 
priority - fits in the 
average briefcase 
(otherwise see the 
BJC-4000, which 
offers greater speed 
and ink capacity). 


All printer/TurboDriver bundles are available direct from Computer Concepts 

All printer are supplied wiffi all necessary leads, a user guide, ere Ink cartridge (or set of). DOS & 
Windows drivers and one years off site maintenance, The stand atone TurboOrivcrs can be bought 
from any Acorn deafer, the HRP is £49 + vat, street prices may vary. Tbe new printers and 
- *--»4*v* ^ an msc enm outers, with 2MQyie& ol RAM (4M Bytes fo* colour) 



Silly season speculation 

The summer months are traditionally a lean time for solid news, though 
this month’s collection of stories does appear to contradict that trend. 

The Rise PC continues to do well, but being well past its first birthday. 
Acorn watchers are hungrily eyeing the horizon for new excitement from 
their favourite computer firm. Unfortunately, this often leads to some 
bizarre speculation. 

That august organ of the Apple world Mac User, declared in its June 23 
issue that Acorn was due to announce its participation in a Mac PowerPC 
clone manufacturing exercise. They even persuaded a senior Apple R&D 
vice president to agree that Acorn making clone Macs, among others, 
would make 'perfect sense.' Unfortunately it did not appear that Acorn 
had been consulted on the matter. Acorn l/ser was met with a frustrated 
response from Acorn representatives who utterly denied the implication 
of its inclusion in the Mac User news story. Olivetti, Acorn's majority 
shareholder, apparently is seriously interested in Mac clones, while Acorn 
has indeed badged a PowerPC-based box in its new SchoolServer 
network offering. The best explanation is that someone put two and two 
together and got five. 

Meanwhile, there has been some discussion on the Internet regarding 


the suggestion that Acorn is working on a PowerPC version of RISC OS 
which would be licensed to any interested parties. Since IBM - with a 
marketing budget rather larger than Acorn's annual turnover - is 
struggling to establish its own OS/2 as a credible alternative to Microsoft 
Windows, even on the IBM PowerPC hardware platform, the idea of RISC 
OS for PowerPC doesn't look very sensible. And that's before you 
examine the technical considerations. Anyway, Acorn users need a better 
version of RISC OS before any messing about with non-ARM versions 
begins. 

Next on the speculators list is new machines. 'What new machines?' 
says Acorn. Nothing has been officially released to date on new 
machines. Naturally, if Acorn wasn't working on new machines we might 
as well all pack it in now; of course they are working on new machines 
and we will learn about them in due course. The ingredients and climate 
are all there: the old A301 0/3020/4000 and A4 line are well past their sell- 
by date, only the Rise PC is selling in decent quantities, Online Media has 
already applied the brilliant new ARM7500 composite computer on a chip 
and, last but not least. Acorn needs a real crowd-puller for the Acorn 
World show at the end of October. 


FPA - lean and mean 

In 1993 Acorn released the FPA 10 floating 
point accelerator chip for the A50(X). It 
was a 25MHz part and no good for the 
later 33MHz A5000 which was released 
prior to the Rise PC. Belatedly, Acorn has 
released the 33MHz FPA II floating point 
accelerator for owners of the faster A5000. 

Acorn's documentation indicates the 
FPA 1 1 is 30 per cent faster than the FPA 10 
with typical 4MFLOPs performance peak- 
ing at over OM FLOPs. The FPA 1 1 will also 
be featured on Rise PC ARM700 cards once 
these are released onto the market later in 
the year. FPA I Is are priced £99 + VAT and 
can be ordered from any Acorn dealer. 

German market problems 

Acorn is not abandoning the German mar- 
ket, but it has closed its Dusseldorf head 
office, with the loss of three jobs. Acorn 
has worked hard to establish a sales chan- 
nel in Germany and this will be maintained 
from the UK by Acorn's International 
office, which is headed by Bob Coates. 
Sales in Germany are apparently not high 
enough to sustain a local office, but while 
considerable costs will be saved by the 
closure of the office in Dusseldorf, Acorn 
remains committed to nursing the fledgling 
German market. 

PowerPC-based school server 

Believe it or not. Acorn has launched its 
first RISC-based computer which is not 
based on in-house ARM hardware. A 
PowerPC processor lies at the heart of 
Acorn’s new super network server for 
schools, called Acorn SchoolServer. The 
server hardware is made for Acorn by IBM 
and it runs a version of Microsoft Win- 
dows NT Server 3.5 tailored for school 
networks and Acorn clients in particular. In 
fact the system is based on Microsoft's 
own SchoolServer platform which was 


launched at BEIT in January' and will 
enable a school to provide server support 
for Acorn, Apple and PC users on the same 
network. 

An Acorn SchoolServer is a relatively 
powerful network server system for storing 
and retrieving files and software, sharing 
resources like network printers and CD- 
ROMs and for enabling multi-platform co- 
existence. For an Acorn client machine to 
connect with an Acorn SchoolServer , you 
need to install ANT Limited's OmniClient 
software, which is supplied as part of an 
server installation package. 

For die-hard Acorn fans, the fact that 
Acorn has endorsed a flavour of Microsoft 
Windows and an alien RISC processor will 
be hard to swallow. However, the School- 
Sender offering makes a great deal of 
sense. The days of Acorn-exclusive 
schools are numbered and there is a 
genuine demand for cross-platform com- 
patibility at the network level. It also eases 
the adoption of Acorn client machines in 
schools which have not been able to con- 
sider buying Acorn computers before. 

As commendable as it is, the Rise PC 
was never designed to be a powerful multi- 
platform server machine. It could have 
been worse, the server Acorn might have 
chosen could have been Intel-based, but at 
least Acorn's belief that RISC is best is still 
enshrined in the IBM hardware chosen. 

Acorn, on the other hand, will reassure 
its established education customers that 
their investment in other Acorn networking 
solutions - like Access and Level 4 File- 
server release 3 - is safe, as these remain 
core Acorn products. 

Acorn SchoolServer is regarded as a 
high-end solution for large schools with 
an extensive network which probably 
has to serve more than just Acorn cli- 
ent machines. Ironically, Acorn - which a PowerMac, badged by Acorn and running RISC OS 
has indirectly been one of Microsoft's on its PowerPC processor, is apparently not part of 
very vocal critics, is now endowed with Acorn's future plans. 


a Microsoft label considered prestigious in 
the PC industry - that of being a Microsoft 
Solution Provider. Even more ironic is that 
a collaboration like this points to a more 
prosperous and stable future for Acorn. 

Pocket Book price cuts 

Acorn’s successful custom version of the 
Psion Series 3a pocket computer, the 
Acorn Pocket Book II, has been made 
even more attractive with some useful 
reductions in price. 

The Pocket Book II with 256K RAM has 
been reduced from £229.74 + VAT to £205 
+VAT. The 512K RAM model drops from 
£280.81 + VAT to £255 + VAT and the 
Pocket Book II Class Pack, consisting of 
ten Pocket Book 256 IIs, a desktop data 
link, parallel printer link and a mains 
power supply, has dropped by almost £250 
to £2050 + VAT. 

Acorn reveals that over 15.000 Acorn 
Pocket Books have been sold so far, with 
Class Pack sales doing especially well. 
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Subscribe now 


iformation for half the price 
if a piece of budget software! 


l Our readers range from those who want to 
\ understand the technicalities of their computer ; 
J through programmers, educationalists , business 
and professional users, to the less experienced 
^^^^ijsers who need simple, down-to-earth advice without 
jargon , Each issue of RISC User has plenty for everyone. 


• We give you up-to-the-minute news on 
all that's going on in the Acorn world. 

• We go behind the doors of the major 
developers and tali you what they're 
really thinking and planning. 

• We give you detailed practical advice 
on how to get the best out of your 
software and hardware. 


• We review all the important software 
and hardware releases, and also publish 
group surveys covering all the major 
products in a particular field, 

• Our reviews and practical articles are 
written by authors with years of 
expertise in the field, not by busy 
journalists. 


Recent articles and series in RISC User have included: 


Netline 
PC Matters 
Wimp Topics 
What's Cooking 


a comprehensive look around the internet 
information on PC related topics 

a series of programming articles aimed at the serious programmer 
behind the scenes at companies such as Calligraph and Spacetech 

We also have regular columns such as DTP Workshop , Education, Hints & Tips, 

Technical Queries and much more. 

A magazine disc is also available each month containing everything in the magazine plus extra useful 
applications at only £4.75. 


• RISC User builds into a 
comprehensive reference source on all 
aspects of using Acorn computers. 
Most back issues are still available, 
together with indexing software 
allowing you to locate any article 
quickly. 

NS” 1 ’ 

har dw- ^ 


□ Please send me a FREE sample issue of RISC User magazine 

□ I would like to subscribe to RISC User 

O I enclose a payment of £21.90 (UK) £34 (Europe) £46 (Elsewhere) 
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Beebug Ltd 117 Hatfield Road St Albans Herts A LI 4JS or tel 01727 840303 or FAX us on 01727 860263 






iSV latest 


New low-cost 
SyQuest drive 



The new removable hard drive from SyQuest 


SYQUEST, a long time inno- 
vator on the removable disc 
drive scene, has introduced a 
new low-cost removable disc 
drive aimed squarely at the 
consumer or SOHO (small 
office home office) market. 
The new 135Mb EZ135 drive is 
expected to sell for around 
£149 + VAT and spare cartri- 
dges will cost around £12.50 + 
VAT. SyQuest drives arc popu- 
lar in the publishing industry, 
in which Acorn has a presence. 


However. EZ135 cartridges are 
not compatible with SyQuest's 
existing professional range of 
removable drives. 135Mb 
sounds modest in a time when 
500Mb static drives are rapidly 
approaching the £100 mark, 
but SyQuest believes the con- 
venience of a removable drive 
like the EZ135 will make it a 
winner. Higher capacity EZ 
drives are expected to follow. 

Herald Communic at ions 
Tel: 0171-222 8515 


FONT specialist iSV Products 
has announced its latest font 
pack, a Hebrew word proces- 
sor and a new catalogue. The 
new word processor, called 
A leph Writer, is currently being 
beta-tested and allows Hebrew 
text to be entered from right to 
left. Text can be exported in 
both Draw and Impression for- 
mats and a variety of Hebrew 
fonts will be supplied with it 
when it ships later this year. 

Talking of fonts, 298 RISC 
OS 3 fonts are contained in the 
latest iSV font pack. This 
includes fully scaffolded Latin 
1 character sets, Welsh charac- 
ters and kerning pairs. There is 
also a new font installer which 
is designed to work both with 
Fabis Computing’s Easy Font 
package and Look Systems’ 
FontDir. A special offer is cur- 
rently being run whereby 
customers can buy both the 
new Font Pack 298 plus the 
earlier Font Pack 277 for 
£46.50 inc carriage. On its 
ow n. Font Pack 298 is priced 
£25. 

For more iSV information, 
including Issue 3 of the iSV 
product guide or a £2 demo 
disc, contact iSV. 

iSV Products 
Tel: (01344) 55769 


Spring Show a 
success for the 
public 

THE 1995 Acorn User Spring Show was a 
success for the visitors and exhibitors alike, said 
Geoff Potter, managing director of organisers 
Safesell Exhibitions. This year s event was only 
two days long compared w ith previous three day 
events, so overall attendance was down - with a 
marked reduction in the number of teachers 
visiting the event this year. 

However, many exhibitors found that the 
calibre of visitors attending the show' was very 
high. Computer Concepts, who had half-price 
software offers, sold out of several product lines 
before the first day was out. There were similar 
stories from Cumana and Uniqueway, while 
Castle Technology reportedly said that it was 
their most successful show yet. 

‘We only had one complaint,’ said Potter. ‘An 
exhibitor criticised us for not having the event 
more often and not far enough north!’ 

Whether the show was successful enough to 
survive for another year remains to be seen. 


Eesox CD-ROMs 

CD-ROM specialist Eesox has reduced the 
prices of its Gold range of CD-ROM drives, 
improved the specifications of its Silver range 
and introduced a new Platinum drive, plus a new 
parallel port drive. All drives now get a £30 
voucher towards CD-ROM mastering orders 
placed with Eesox. 

The new Silver range specifications improve 
reading speeds from 2x to 2.4x and this is 
combined with a faster seek time to give an 
average of 60 per cent improvement. Silver 
range drives start at £149, Gold range drives are 
reduced in price to £249 for the 4.4x speed 
(660K/sec) tray-loading model and from £299 to 
£279 for the 4x caddy-loading model. The new 
£419 caddy-loading Platinum drive, sourced 
from Plextor, is the fastest yet, with a 6x speed 
(9()0K/sec) mechanism. All prices exclude VAT. 

For Acorn machines with the second genera- 
tion chip-set featuring a bi-directional parallel 
port, Eesox has introduced a budget £199 inc 
VAT parallel port 2x speed drive. Network 
CD-ROM towers, holding between two and six 
drives apiece are now available, starting at £479. 

Eesox 

Tel: (0/223) 264242 
Fax: (01954) 789078 


Faster, cheaper 486s 

Aleph One has introduced a better 
value, faster version of its unique 
higher performance Rise PC 486 
card. The new model uses an 
80MHz 486 processor instead of 
the earlier 66MHz part but the 
price is unchanged at £399 + VAT. 
Software support has now been 
extended to include 1280x1024 
screen resolutions plus 24-bit 
colour if 2Mb VRAM is fitted. At 
the same time, Aleph One has 
reduced the prices of its old-style 
486 PC podules; the 25MHz version 
is now £299 + VAT without RAM 
and the 50MHz version is £349 + 

VAT. 

Aleph One, 

Tel: (01223) 811679 
Fax: (01223) 812713 

Multimedia success 

Four of the triumphant schools in 
this year's NEMA (National Edu- 
cational Multimedia Awards) 
event, used Acorn computers to 
create their winning entries. 

Acorn-using NEMA winners 
were Hempsill Hall Primary School 
in Nottingham, Stephenson Way 
Primary School in Co. Durham, 
Handcross Park School in West 
Sussex and Northgate Primary 
School in Bishop's Stortford. 

Prizes will be officially awarded 
by computer games star Dominik 
Diamond at the NEMA awards 
ceremony which will be opened by 
Eric Forth, Minister of State for 
Education, at the Birmingham 
Repertory Theatre on July 26. 

The Senlac craft 

Brighton-based Acorn dealer 
Senlac Computing generated some 
welcome publicity for itself add for 
Acorn in the local press, always 
welcome at a time when Acorn is 
frequently overlooked. 

The report concerned Senlac's 
recent and unusual accreditation 
as an official member of the Guild 
of Master Craftsmen. Senlac Com- 
puting joined the Guild because 
there was no equivalent body 
dedicated to the computer busi- 
ness world. 

Senlac's managing director, 

Peter Sykes, said he hoped that by 
being a member of the Guild he 
would be able to help assure pot- 
ential customers that they would 
be dealing with a solid and reliable 
company. 
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Innovation from Longman 


THIS month Longman 
Logotron has announced a pair 
of innovative teaching aids for 
the classroom - Junior Insight, 
a science data logging appli- 
cation for key stage 2 and 3 
pupils, and LRTV (Look and 
Read Special TV) which sup- 
ports the BBC Schools TV 
programme of the same name. 

Junior Insight is a cot -down 
version of the original Long- 
man Logotron Insight package 
designed to help teachers 
design data handling projects 
which can capture the minds of 
their pupils. In this junior ver- 
sion of the program, the menu 
and control panels have been 
simplified for use with youn- 
ger pupils- Data can be cap- 
tured from continuous sensors 
like thermometers, light sen- 
sors, etc., plus switch sensors 
like light gates and pressure 
pads. Sampling rates can be 
altered and data can be shown 
in table or graphic form. 

Niall McAtasney, systems 
manager for Superchoice, the 
Active IT course providers, 
co m mented : ‘ The s i m pi i ti cd 


menu and control panel of 
Junior Insight opens up all 
kinds of learning opportunities 
for younger pupils in the class- 
room. By relating IT to the real 
world with fun activities, 
limited only by the teachers* 
imagination, data handling 
requirements of the national 
curriculum can he achieved in 
an enjoyable and memorable 
way.’ 

Junior Insight is compatible 
with popular sensory interface 
kits like Uniiab, Sense and 
control. Log IT, Sense IT, Philip 
Harris hardware and the new 
LIVE box - a new low-cost 
system designed specifically 
with the national curriculum in 
mind, 

LRTV was developed in con- 
junction with BBC Educational 
Publishing us part of its Look 
and Read series, LRTV activi- 
ties are set set in a breakfast 
TV studio. One of the interac- 
tive scenarios is a news desk in 
which pupils need to check 
story spelling and punctuation 
after mischievous computer 
viruses have played Tull stop 


football' with the news. Key 
Stage 2 English topics, includ- 
ing writing, punctuation, 
spelling and grammar are 
covered by LRTV. Ten interac- 
tive activities are included on 
floppy disc, along with story 
boards, illustrations and pupil 
activity sheets. Other Look and 
Read series include Earth- 
warp. Sky hunter, Geordie 
Racer and Through the 
Dragon s Eye : 

Junior Insight is priced £44 
+ VAT for a single user or £143 
+ VAT including a LIVE box. 
LRTV is priced £25,50 + VAT. 

Longman Logotron has also 
announced a CD-ROM version 
of Picture Point , a new data 
handling package for young 
children. With the aid of 
colourful pictures and talking 
graphs, Picture Point aims to 
introduce the disciplines of 
data collection and data anal- 
ysis to Key Stage l pupils. The 
PieturePoint CD is priced £29 + 
VAT and a site licence is costs 
£90 + VAT. 

Longman Logotron 
Tel: (01223) 425558 



Northwest SEMERC in Oldham has produced a major catalogue of 
software and hardware products for schools and special needs establish- 
ments. The full colour 40 page catalogue includes details of 300 software 
packages for Acorn. PC and Apple Mac users, plus hardware products like 
CD-ROM drives and overlay keyboards. The SEMERC catalogue is available 
on request from SEMERC, tel; 0161-627 4469, fax: 0161-627 2381. 


New range 

THE EIGHTH edition of 
Cumana’s CD-ROM/Mu I lime- 
dia and Networking Portfolio 
has been released, reflecting 
Cu maria’s increasing activities 
a s bot h a pu bl i sher and a 
manufacturer able to provide 
support for individual products 
as well as site- wide networks. 
New products range from edu- 
cational titles, the new CD- 
ROM/re- writable optical drive 
and the SJ Research Nexus 
ATM networking solution plus 
Nucleus file server. 

Cumana 
Tel: (01483) 503 12 1 
Fax: (01483) 451371 


Acorn User diary 


Date 

Event 

Vejiue 

Contact 

21 -28 July 

World Conference on 

Birmingham International 

WCCE95: 0121-428 1258, e-mail: 


Computers in Education 

Conference Centre 

wcce95@cs.aston.co.uk 

9 Sept 

ARM Club open day 

Leicester High School for girls 

The ARM Club: 0181-624 9918 

27 -29 Oct 

Acorn World '95 

Wembley Exhibition Hall 1 

Ticket hotline: (01933) 441448 


No illusions 

After three and a half years and 20 
issues, illusions disc magazine is no 
more. Illusions has ceased to be 
due to lack of funds, tt fusions 
blames its predicament on an 
unsuccessful partnership with the 
games software house, Games- 
Ware. In its time. Illusions could 
rightly claim to be the most popu- 
lar Acorn format magazine on disc, 
absorbing rivals State of the Arc 
plus Virtuality along the way. 

More SoundLab 
enhancements 

SoundLab, the sound processing 
utility supplied with Oak Recorder 
sound samplers from Solent Com- 
puter Products, has undergone 
further enhancements as sug- 
gested by existing users, according 
to the company. 

Additions include a reverse 
option which can be applied to all 
or part of a sample, plus effects 
like echo, fade and filter. Samples 
can also be cut to the clipboard 
and merged with others. The soft- 
ware is also easier to use for 
smaller children and there are two 
new BASIC utilities demonstrating 
the use of sound module SWIs. 
Software upgrades are available 
for £5 + VAT, 

Solent Computer Products Ltd l 
Tel: (01954) 789701 
Fax: (019S4) 782186 

Handy audio 
applications 

A family of three CD-ROM utilities 
for users playing audio CDs has 
been produced by Jonathan Hunt 
AudioCD is a CD playback utility 
which also displays the title of the 
track being played, AudioFS is a 
RISC OS filer front-end for audio 
CD tracks and KeyCD is a multi- 
tasking CD player control utility. 

All three utilities cost just £5 from 
Jonathan at 21 Green Street, 

Milton, Northampton, NN7 3AT. 

Rise PC dino-help 

Acorn has provided The UK 
Dinosaur Society with a pair of Rise 
PCs fitted with 486 cards as part of 
a sponsorship deal. The society, 
which promotes scientifically accu- 
rate books on dinosaurs, says that 
in return, books will feature the 
Acorn logo. For more information 
on the Dinosaur Society UK, phone 
(01227) 700116. 
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Log on. hook up or plug into the Information Superhighway. Whichever way you want to enter this new world. 
Acorn World '95 promises to be the best event of the year. Come and get real, hands-on experience of all the latest 
desktop products. Learn from the experts at the live theatre presentations. See the revolution in home services being 
created by Acorn's "Set-Top Box’* technology. Plus jugglers, face painting, a games arcade, competitions with prizes. 
A FREE creche and over 100 exhibitors showing what's new and exciting in the world of IT. 


Acorn® 

WORLD 


SPONSORED BY 

iCORNUSER 






ADDRESS.. 


.POSTCODE TEL 


11(1 ME WEM8LEY EXHIBITION HALL 7 

27, 28, 29 OCTOBER 1995. 

DON'T MISS THE OPPORTUNITY 

TO SAVE £££s 
BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW! 

Ail cheques made payable to 
Acorn Direct. 

Please return your booking 
form tat 
ACORN DIRECT 
BDEN1NGTQH ROAD 
WELLINGBOROUGH 
NORTH ANTS NN£ 2RL 


ICHET TYPE 

M THE DAY 
PRICE 

HOVHNCED 

PRICE 

SAVE 

HDULTS 

£6.00 

£5.00 

16% [ 

CHILDREN 

£5.00 

£4.00 

2096 [ 

FAMILY 

£20.00 

£16.00 

20% [ 


Windows sa&en shot ©Microsoft Corporation 
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ADVANCE TICKET AND INFORMATION HOTLINE: 01933 441448 
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The Formula 1 package for original painting and photo- retouching. 

: Studio24 leaves the competition at the starting grid with its 
■power and performance. The FREE updating service 
ensures that once you join the Pineapple team you wiii 
never have to p#y for'the latest' model! 




icksge isavaiiaN 
jppyoflhemanu 


I £5.87 inc vat 


fairtsf;^rcha r S0'df the full package) 


Full Package Price 

£ 146.87 inc vat 


live free upg> 
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Acorn Computers 

are fully authorised Acorn dealers and we can 
supply all Acorn computers and upgrades at very 
competitive prices, usually by return of post. AM 
Acorn computers are supplied with 
free membership of the Virus 
Protection Scheme and a special offe 
on our Studio24 painting package of 
just £94.00 Inc vat. I 

Please see our other advert for detail! 


MM 








The Pineapple Software Virus Protection Scheme 
provides the most comprehensive protection 

available against computer viruses. !Kiiler together 
with VProlect will detect and remove all of the 
currently known 71 families of virus (over 100 
viruses in total). Because new viruses are being 
discovered all the time our virus protection scheme 
will provide you with 3-4 updates of the software 
each year. We can also offer immediate advice by 
'phone. ! Killer can scan any filing system or device 
including floppies, harddiscs, networks, even 
CD Roms. All types of 
compressed file can also be 
scanned. Al l infected files .are 
fully restored without having to 
reload from master discs or 
backups. 

Don 't wait until you discover 
you have a virus! Use the 
software that Acorn 
themselves use to check for 

viruses. 

A years subscription costs just 
£28.20 inc vat 


A4 Colour Scanners 

New from Pineapple the superb IX-4015 A4 flatbed Cano: 
colour scanner. Supplied with Imagemaster and Twain 
software this scanner makes the perfect companion for 
our Studio24 re -touching software. With a basic 
"resolution of 400 x 800 dpi this scanner is 
unbeatable value. 

1A4015 with Imagemaster & Twain £675.00 
As above + Studio24 £769.00 

SCSI interface + cable 'phone 

Epson Colour Scanners 

Also supplied with ImageMaster and Twain software these models 
can work on either SCSI systems or via the Parallel Port. Basic 
resolution of GT8500 is 400dpi and the GT9000 is 600dpi 


Low cost school and county licences available 


GT-8500 £599.00 GT-9000 £733.00 


Pineapple Software 

Suites 13 & 14 
South Park Business Centre 
310 Green Lane, Ilford 
Essex IG1 1XT 


Terms:- All prices include 

17.5% vat. Carriage FREE to 
mainland U.K. Phone for quote 
outside U.K. Official orders, 
cheques and all major credit 
cards accepted. Money back 
guarantee on all products. 


For demonstrations of most of 
our advertised products why not 
come and visit us in our new 
offices (easy parking) where you 
can see most of the Acorn range 
of computers and other hardware 
in action. 


i ni mfl -« A-rc ns q i non o'ld'? 



Graphics 

No other alternative 



ALTERNATIVE Publishing first 

released Image FS well over a 
year ago with the intention of 
making bitmap file importation 
easier than swimming with 
armbands. The program certainly 
lived up to expectations with all 
the ingredients of a cordon bleu 
file filter; fast in operation, quick 
to load, seamless in action, but 
not all that expensive. 

There's always room for 
improvement though (those 
immortal words of my old chem- 
istry teacher finally finding a 
use), and Alternative Publishing 
has most definitely not been rest* 
ing on its laurels regarding 
Image FS, The program now 
handles everything under the 
sun, including Sun 1/8 bpp 
uncompressed files (to name but 
one of the common rarities of 
image file floating around out 
there in cyberspace or the infobahn, or whatever 
it's called - call me confused but I really feel 
there should be a filter for this era/.y jargon 
business too). 

The program, which stands at version 1,61 at 
the time of w riting* is an alpha test version of the 
forthcoming Image FS- which should be with us 
shortly. Despite being at such an early stage of 
development, its improvements already work 
competently. Some of these include very power- 
ful and well -designed interface features when 
saving, importing and previewing files* When 
saving, Alt-drag elegantly opens a window, in a 
very Mac-esq ue manner, providing simple 
conversion to all sorts of file formats including 
PCX* BMP, Clear, PBMPlus, Targa, AmigalFF and 
many others. Of course, the industry standard 


GtF and TIFF formats are also offered and all 
these converters work for importing as well. Still 
unfinished is Tiny View, a 200x200 or 400x400 
pixel preview facility which works by Clrl- 
double-clicking on any supported bitmap file - 
including sprites of every variety - opening an 
attractively designed window with the sprite 
inside. If you like what you see, you can drag the 
image directly into a bitmap editor or DTP 
program. 

This program is a definite must for those deal- 
ing with lots of wacky bitmap formats, and 1 
wouldn't he surprised if something similar for 
vector or DTP files was also to find its way to 
our desktops. 

Alternative Publ ish ing 
Tel: 01 4 1 -248 2322 


Pic of the month 

BENJAMIN Shimmin of Bolton is this month's 
winner, coming out on top of a number of excel- 
lent entries which will be carried over into future 
Pic of the Month competitions. Benjamin - who 
is 12-years old - produced this, and two other 
images also inspired by food, using Artworks. 
They were sent as sprite files, however, so the 
full resolution could unfortunately not be 
printed. Despite this, the image still shows very 
good draughtsmanship and colour sense. 

Another well-deserved £20 leaves our hands 
and makes its way, this time, to Bolton. Next 
time it could be your neck of the woods, but 
please remember to send in your sprites, JPEGs, 
Draw files, A rt Works files, Composition files, 
whatever you fancy, with a little explanation and 
your name and address on the disc. JPEGs arc 
best for huge sprites and the original vector files 
for vector work. 



Compo out now 

A beautifully boxed and manu- 
al led Composition package found 
its way onto my desk recently. It 
must be said that Clares has done 
it again with its packaging which 
really has become the leading 
edge in the Acorn platform. 

After weeks of use, I have not 
been able to find any bugs in the 
final prerelease, so one can be 
fairly certain that only freak 
mishaps will interfere with the 
full release. Composition is an 
extremely fast fully-layered 
image workbench but as it is 
unchanged features-wise from 
the last pre-release, if lacks 
something in ease-of-use, 

Compo is an object-based 
image manipulation package, not 
a bitmap editor with layering, so 
all functions should be mouse 
operated and previewed on the 
fly, just like packages of similar 
nature on the Mac and PC. This is 
not yet the case for Compo. I 
know Clares is determined to 
drive the development of this 
package which has a fast and 
powerful foundation. The future 
bodes well for this package, and 
so looks brighter for the Acorn 
graphics user, 

dares 
Tel: (01606)48511 

Top tip 

A small tip for those using 
Impression for DTP with the 
intention of getting the docu- 
ment imageset for professional 
printing: when loading Artworks 
or Draw files into a frame, make 
sure the original file is of a 
reasonable size. Dropping in an 
image or dipped chunk of image 
which is very small and then 
having to enlarge it by over 500 
per cent in Impression wifi possi- 
bly give positional problems on 
some printers and imagesetters, 
so simply enlarge small images 
before importing them. 

Contacting me 

You can contact the Graphics 
page by writing to me, 

Jack Kreindler, at Acorn User ( 

IDG Media, Media House, 

Adlington Park, Macclesfield 
SK10 4NP, or by e-mail to: 
jack@acornusr.demon.co.uk. 
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Termite Internet 


Have you surfed the Internet yet? 

Termite Internet provides access to all the major 
facilities of the Internet with the minimum of fuss, 
and absolutely no cryptic commands. Instead, a 
descriptive control panel is utilised to mike your 
entry to the Internet as painless as possible. 
Clicking on the icons opens icon-based interfaces, 
from a live dock face to show the time, to 
extensive WTO' browsing facilities. 

The World Wide Web , a relatively new feature on 
the Internet, allows you to jump to any site on the 
Internet and view interactive text and graphics. 
Most of the world's major companies provide 
WWW sites so that you can see details of their 
products and services, but the majority of pages 
are general information made available because of 
their authors' interests or hobbies. There is 
infonnation on virtually every topic imaginable on 
the WWW, a selection of which is shown opposite. 

The Internet is a global network of hundreds of 
smaller networks. Hence, no organisation owns it 
as a whole. Most of the component networks are 
run by corporations, governments, and academic 
institutions, but some (known as Internet 
providers) allow single users to connect to the 
Internet using a computer, modem, and suitable 
software. 

Although you can view information from anywhere 
in the world, all you have to pay is die phone call 
to your Internet provider (which is usually a local 
call). Even your mail which could travel hundreds 
of miles doesn't cast you more than the call cost 
for die time it takes your message to go from you 
to your provider — just a matter of seconds! 

For more infonnation on Termite, Tennite Internet, 
modems and how you could he connected to the 
Internet — send SAE suitable for a disc: to our 
address below. 



£ 79-95 

Plus 13 [j&p Upgrade from Termite (non-internet) £30. Credit cards accepted. 



Furzefield House 
Furzefield Road 
Reaconsfield 
Bucks. HP9 1PQ 
United Kingdom 


Tel: (01494) 673222 
Fax: (01494) 675878 
Data:(01494) 681711 
(Support BBS) 
Telex: 83675 Brit G 


E-mail : supporD@doggysft.demon.co.uk 
Web page: http://www.u-net.com/~doggysft/ 










Comms 



Paws for thought on 
the Web 



THIS month I was going to 
shout the news from the 
rooftops that Acorn 
Computers’ own World Wide 
Web service was up and run- 
ning, but at the time of 
writing, it is not. This is a pity, 
because the demonstration at 
the Acorn User show featured 
a really excellent home page 
designed by Acorn’s new 
WebMaster, Paul Lebeau, 
which I’d like to show you. 
Maybe next month? 

So instead, here arc some 
pictures of cats - Atomwide 
cats to be precise. These 
splendid creatures are featured 
on a sub page of the Ant Ltd 
World Wide Web server in the 
Atomwide Ltd section. If you 
have ever visited the 
Orpington, Kent headquarters 
of Atomwide Ltd for Acorn 
repairs or state-of-the-art 
upgrades and accessories, you 
will know that while you are 
being served, you arc just as 
likely to end up nursing a cat 
as a computer. 

The Ant Ltd World Wide 
Web server software responsi- 
ble for this page is expected to 


become pail of the forthcoming 
Ant Internet Suite . It was my 
experiment with FreeNet and 
ArcWeb (see below) that 
fetched this page, and it’s inter- 
esting to note that any Internet 
client software written to 
work with FreeNet will be 
entirely compatible with the 
Ant Internet suite , so your 
favourite FreeNet Internet 
Relay Chat software will work 
with either package. I 


understand that Termite 
Internet from DoggySoft 
unfortunately does not have 
this compatibility, but no doubt 
modules for such functions will 
become available from their 
support BBS Furzefield HQ. 

Competition can only 
enhance the quality of prod- 
ucts available in this 
burgeoning market. Will we 
be able to afford the phone 
bills though? 


Making the connection with FreeNet 


I SURPRISED myself this evening by actually 
getting FreeNet , the freeware TCP/IP stack mod- 
ules for Acorn 32-bit computers produced and 
ported by Tom Hughes, to work with Stewart 
Brodie’s World Wide Web browser, ArcWeb 
version 0.19. This means we no longer need to 
have TCPIP (aka KA9Q) from the Internet 
Starter Pack running as well before surfing the 
’net, and ArcWeb seems to run faster too. If I 
can do it, so can you! 

Until other /'YeWVe/-compatible clients have 
been produced, we’ll still need TCPIP for the 
normal ftp, telnet, news and e-mail, and very 
good it is too for a combination package. But as 
parts of the FreeNet package are by Adam 
Goodfellow, one of the guardians of TCPIP , the 
setting-up of FreeNet has some familiar 
features. 

Enquiring owners of existing Demon Internet 
accounts should have little trouble in getting to 
the same stage as I did. All I did was download 
the FreeNet archive from the Demon ftp serv- 
er’s pub/archimedes/developers directory, and 
substitute my own Demon account name and IP 


address for Tom Hughes’ account name ‘comp- 
ton’ and his matching IP address in the various 
files. 

I entered the IP address of the Demon gate- 
way machine in the Startup file as described in 
the accompanying documents, and the name of 
the block driver, serial port number and Modem 
speed, copied from those in TCPIP. 

This is probably not the best way to configure 
it, but it worked. I adjusted my SlipDial script to 
load the FreeNet Startup file instead of TPC/P y 
and ran SlipDial. When the Demon HKLLO win- 
dow appeared, I ran ArcWeb and off I went 
surfing. If you don't feel like experimenting, by 
the time you read this there should be a desktop 
utility available to case this configuration 
process. 

But don’t whinge about things being compli- 
cated to set up. Isn’t there any sense of 
adventure left about trying and succeeding to 
make a first contact? I remember the sense of 
triumph and elation years ago on my first suc- 
cessful connection to Archive BBS that it was 
actually me that was online. 


Devon Trinity 

Trinity BBS in Exeter, Devon, is 
one of the few in Southwest 
England with an Acorn area. It's a 
PC system run by John Burden, 
the area's FidoNet Co-ordinator. 
The BBS forms part of the 
echomail 'backbone' message dis- 
tribution system, also giving users 
access to Internet e-mail and 
newsgroups. Co-sysops Alex 
Howarth and Neil Bullock have 
the job of expanding and devel- 
oping the Acorn section and 
welcome new callers and com- 
ments. Trinity BBS has two V.32bis 
lines and a third for speeds up to 
V.34. 

Trinity BBS 

Modem to: (01392) 410210/412370 
V. 32 bis or (01392) 495899 V.34 

NewsFlash! 

A new Shareware BBS software 
package for Acorn machines is in 
development by Chris Davis called 
NewsFlash. Although it is still in a 
very early version, Newsflash can 
be downloaded from Arcade BBS. 
It is worth looking at just to see 
the supplied example BBS called 
OuijaBoard, which has some very 
clever 3D-look ANSI menus. Watch 
out for further developments. 

The Archinet 

Another system dedicated to 
Acorn's range of computers has 
opened, this time located in 
Ashford, Kent. Ben Brown's The 
Archinet BBS, also runs ArmBBS 
on a Rise PC with a USR V.34 
Sportster modem. Ben's system 
has over 117Mb of files to down- 
load and carries all the 
'backboned' Acorn-interest 
Fidonet echoes. Archinet is online 
from 9pm to 7am seven days a 
week. The BBS is a full Fidonet 
node at 2:440/610.0, and ArmBBS 
is shortly to become fully FidoNet 
compliant. 

The Archinet 
(01233)635436 

Contacting me 

You can contact the Comms page 
by writing to David Dade, Acorn 
User, IDG Media, Media House, 
Adlington Park, Macclesfield SK10 
4NP, or by e-mail to: 
DaviD@arcade.demon.co.uk, or 
mail #2 on Arcade BBS 0181-654 
2212. 
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UNLEASH THE ARTISTIC POTENTIAL 
OF THE Acorn Rise PC 



ProArrisan 24 is the latest development in the hugely successful Artisan series* Designed specifically for 
the Acorn Rise PC, ProArtisan 24 exploits the enormous artistic potential offered by allowing the use of 

16.7 million colours for image creation and display. 


This means that the computerised tools provided, such as chalk, water colours and pastels, mimic their 
natural counterparts very closely. Add to this ability to load Photo CD images in full 24 Bit colour and 
what you have is ail exceptional painting package for your Rise PC, with the added benefits of many 

powerful image processing tools, 

g A fact pack is available which includes a demo version of the software. 

Jkja- 

Price £169.95 inc VAT 

Upgrade from ProArt 2 or 2CD for just £49.95 inc VAT 
Upgrade from any other art package (including Artisan Series) £85.00 inc VAT 


Acorn j 


APPROVED BY 

mm 

BRINGS COLOUR TO UF£ 



» 




/ 



\ 
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We accept Access and Visa 
and Education orders. 


i „ ru^utr* rwo 7na 01606 48511 Fn* No: 01606 4851 2 





Coping with photocopies 


A COUPLE of people have asked me about 
producing school newsletters on photo- 
copiers and the problems they’ve 
encountered using photographs and grey 
scale images. Unfortunately, photocopiers 
are really designed for producing black and 
white images and your photocopies are not 
so good at representing shades of grey. Most 
photocopiers suffer from an exaggerated form of dot-gain. Dot- 
gain is where two separate adjacent half-tone dots join together to 
form continuous black areas rather than a fine half-tone screen 
grey colour. This results in Ihe greys looking much darker and 
photos looking very dark with details being lost as they fill in. 

In order to counter this effect, you should make your images 
paler and add as much contrast as you can stand (more contrast 
means less subtle shades of grey and more definition) by adjusting 
the brightness and contrast. Remember that though it may look 
pale on screen, it’ll look a lot darker by the lime it's been through 
the copier. 

Screening resolution 

Another thing to note is that a standard printer like the Canon 
RJlOe produces great grey scales at a screen ruling of 451pi (lines 
per inch) - however, your photocopier is far less likely to fill 
areas in if you set the screen ruling a bit lower, say to 301pi. 

Most newspapers still use 301 pi screens for their photos. This 
helps prevent dot gain and also increases the number of 
discernible greys you can produce since the number of greys 
depends on the relationship between the resolution of the printer 
and the resolution of the screen ruling. 

The screen ruling helps to define how many dots make up a 
half-tone cell. The more dots pci side, the more grey scales the 


w ^ ,, / printer resolution^ , 

No of printable greys - + 1 

\ screen ruling J 

Figure one - a formula for calculating the number of greyscales available. 



cell can produce. For example, a 4x4 cell has 16 combinations 
whereas an 8x8 cell offers 256 combinations. Therefore, a 360dpi 
printer with a ruling of 90lpi gives half-tone cells of 4x4. whereas 
the same printer with a ruling of 451pi gives cells of 8x8, 

Figure one shows how to calculate how many greys are avail- 
able, so by altering the screen ruling from 45 to 30 we gain some 
extra greys that help improve the appearance of photos. To create 
a visually convincing halftone image you need about 150 shades 
of grey so a 3 01 pi screen is ideal for a 300 or 360 dpi printer. 

Other printers w ith greater resolutions and different screening 
methods will obviously respond differently; however most copiers 
only have an effective resolution of 300dpi or thereabouts, so 
although your 1200dpi Calligraph printouts may look great, the 
copier won't be up to the task of reproducing such good results. 

The only way of determining the best printer setting is, to run 
the same bit of paper through your printer a dozen times, printing 
the same image on different sections of the page, using different 
half-tone dot settings and line screen settings each time. If you 
then photocopy this bit of paper you'll be able to tell from the 
results which settings best suit your copier. 

A set of grey samples printed using this method would help you 
to relate the 10 per cent grey you see on your screen to the colour 
it produces when photocopied. This also works with images such 
as photographs; have one image in your document which you 
move around as you feed the same piece of paper 
through your printer several times. If the image occu- 
pies one ninth of a sheet of A4, you can get 3x3 
different images on the same sheet of paper to find the 
one that photocopies best. 

Half-tone screen shapes 

Another habit common to many photocopiers is that 
they respond better to certain types of half-tone screens 
(a screen type describes the shape and arrangement of 
the halftone dots). The Canon Turhodrivers provide six 
different screen types. I find the cross hatch and Dot 
Screen to be particularly good for photocopiers, but 
your copier may think otherwise* 

Just as less dot fill occurs with lower screen rulings, 
the type of half-tone screen will affect the degree of dot 
fill. Figure two shows two different types of half-tone 
screen, and how they are made up from dots* 


Figure two - two different half-tone screens with a dot and a cross-hatch pattern. The 
expanded views below the pattern show how the screen elements are composed of an 
Bx8 matrix of dots. 


Contacting me 


You can contact the DTP page by writing to me, Steve 
Powell, at : 

A corn User, 

IDG Media, 

Media House, 

Adlington Park 
Macclesfield 5K10 4NP, 

or by e-mail to: 

Steve© ra coon .demon.co.uk. 
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|{jM x[ Showroom open Mon-Sat 10-18.00 hrs (All prices exclude VAT) Carriage included except where indicated 


CD-ROM 

' AH ihe following CD-ROM drives 
jl 4a re Multi-Session. PhotoCD. 

‘| CI3-PA cornpai5ble and include 
4i cable & driver for CDFS 2.20 

] Internal Drives 
■4x Speed SCSI (Tray) Ttwms £210 

' The above CD-ROM drive can be used in lower model 

4,4x Speed SCSI (Tray) i&oms £240 
|4.4x Speed SCSI (Caddy) £289 

jcumana CD30GS fDE (Tray) £199 

External CD-ROM Drives 
2x Speed SCSI (Tray) 275ms £175 

4x Speed SCSI (Tray) 1 90ms £280 

4.4x Speed SCSI (Tray) isoms £320 
;|4,4x Speed SCSI (Caddy) uoms £379 
SCSI cards 

Morley uncached SCSI card £130 

j Morley cached SCSI card £169 

|Cumana SCSI II card £169 

| Above are Suitable for A3QQ. A400, A3000 (Ek 1+££5), A540.I 
| A5Q0Q and RiscPC. 


Hard Discs 



- _ All RiscPC's include lyr 
(an-gile maintenance. 

a low finance available. 
The following prices do 
not apply to finance, ring 
I ■ for details. 

We operate Acorn Assisi 
lor leachers & academics, 

V| All RiscPC systems are 
s*W now in Stock. 


2MHD21Q + AKF60 
2MHD210 + AKF85 
5MHD210 + AKF60 
5MHD210 + AKF85 
9MHD420 + AKF60 
9MHD420 + AKF85 


£1190 

£1449 

£1299 

£1549 

£1599 

£1849 


Add following for CD-ROM Drive 

Cumana CD300i (IDE) £199 

4x Speed SCSI (Tray) £320 

4,4x Speed SCSJ (Tray) £360 

Above CD-ROM's Include Morley uncactred SCSI card. 
CD-ROM driver and- cabtes. Add £39 for SCSI 2. Above 
prices only apply when purchased wrth a RiscPC- 


IDE Bare Drives 

2?0Mh I4m$ El 25 

540Mb 12ms E145 


SCSI Ban 

270Mb 12ms 
540Mb 12ms 
730Mb Urns 
1.03Gb 12ms 



I Above are 3ft’ bare drives only. Please add the refavent 
I accessories froth bn low. Dnv&S are Connor or Quantum. 

1 ForA300Q/A36l0 ha rd discs see Hard Card section below, 

Syquest Removable Hard Drives 


IDE Bare Drives 

270Mb Syquest £259 


£10 


1 5Q-50G SCSI Cable £10 
I SCSI H-50 Cable £25 
i514-3^ open adapt 
IDE Accessories 
I IDE interface 
1 2nd Herd Drive Kit 
I External case/PSU 


RiscPC Multimedia CD-ROM Pack 

Includes 25 W stereo mains 
speakers, Hutch in so ns Encyclopedia 
& RiscDisc (VoU) together with one 
of the following CD-ROM drives, 

2X Speed IDE CD Pack £280 

4X Speed SCSI CD Pack £390 

The SCSI Pack includes a Morley U ncaehed SCSI Card. 
Add £40 extra lor Cumana SCSI £ Card. 

PC486 Multimedia Pack £320 

Includes Acorn PC486 Card, 16 Bit 
Sound Card, MS-DOS 6.22 & 
Windows for Workgroups 3.1 1 , MS 
Encarta & Cfnemanta CD's 

Ybu must Neve a CD-ROM drive to use ihe above pack. 

PC486 Office Pack £220 

Includes Acorn PC486 Card, 
MS-DOS 6,22 & Windows for 
Workgroups 3.11 & Microsoft 
Works v3.0 for Windows. 


iTopicArt 


El 
E165| 
£200 1 
E349 (I 


SCSI Bare Drives 

105Mb Syquest £1391 
270Mb Syque$l £289 1 


iSCSI External Drives 

T 05 Mb Syquest £249 1 270Mb Syq uesl £329 1 

Syquest Cartridges 
1 05Mb Ca rtridge £43 1 270Mb Cart ridge £49 J 

Hard Disc Interfaces/ Accessories 


25-50 SCSI Cable £10 1 
SCSI Terminator £10 1 
HD adaptor £12l 
SCSI Interfaces 
Morley UnCached £1300 
Morley Cached £1 69 1 
Cumana SCSI If E169K 


Single disc chpart containing appro* . 50 high quality draw formal dip an images, 
each on a single subject. Comes with mono reference shed. 12 subjects are 
available now. Please specify when ordering. Site licences are£l6+VAT per disc, 
please ring fof further details. 


£8 + VAT 
per disc 
Buy 4 TopicArt 
discs get one free 




1 TopicArt catalogue now available. 

El 50 Inc VAT A p+p 
(cheques only) 


Subjects a variable 
(one disc per subject) 

1 General 11 Tools 

2 Transport 1? AnimalsGB 

3 Costumes 13 Chom Signs 

4 Entertainment t4 Fire/Emerg Sn 

5 Bugs 2 Slugs 15 Hazard Signs 
B Road Signs T6 Safety Signs 
7 Sports Equip 17 Xmesl 

B Sports Figures t6 Xmas2 
9 Dinosaurs 19 Xmas3 
TO Symbols 20 Xmas4 
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Special Offers 

(Whilst stocks last) 

A3010 Action Pack with 
1Mb RAM, StartWrite, Zool 
and other demos. 

£1 75+VAT 

A3010 Action, Zool Pack 
with 2Mb RAM, StartWrite 
and other demos. 

£210+ VAT 

For AKF52 Monitor add 

£190+ VAT 

Carnage £6+VAT for all above. 


QuickTile 



Up until now it 
has only been 
possible to 
print posters 
from Draw & 

Sprite files. 

Mow with 
QuickTile you 
can create 
posters from 
AMY RISC OS 
application, 
including 

Impression Simply enter the size ol poster! 
required & select PRINT from the 
application! QuickTile does the rest, 
printing each tile with crop marks and tile 
references, RiscPC compatible. 

Requires RISC OS 3.19 or later. 

Return Disc with SAE for upgrade. 
Upgrade from Tiler for E15+VAT. 


Mail Order - 0161-474 0778 (All prices exclude VAT) Carriage included except where indicated 



A 3010 Series 

1 Portable Computers 

J Pr i nters (f nciude Cable) 

| CD-ROM's 

i Applic 



I A 301(3 Action Pack 1Mb RAM El 75 I 

I A 301 0 Aclion Pack 2Mb RAM £21 0 I 

I A 301 Q Learning Curve 2Mb RAM £325 I 

1 A3010 Earty Tears 3Mb RAM £325 1 

Add £190 to A3O10S tor AKF52 Monitor. 
n Free Action Pack with A3Q1 0 L C/Early yrs. |; 


1 A302G/A400G Senes 


I A 3020 2M FD/AKF52 MuUiScan System ESI 5 
I A30 20 2MHD66/AKFS2 MufbScan Sys £760 

] Special Limited Otter until End June. 

Free CD-ROM Drive with every A4O0O. 

I A 4000 2MHBE10/AKF52 MuKiScan Sys £879 


Software Packs 


j Learning Curve Advance & PCSoh £42 | 
I Early Years Talking Start Write, Pamt Pot £42 f 
I Flossy the Frog, Mouse in Fteitland, elc. 

I Home Office £85 

I EasiWriierS, DaiaFower. PipedrenmA, PCSott 1 
The above packs are ONLY available with a 
nputer system {not including the A30101 . 


RiscPC Upgrades 


|PC466Card £99 

| (when purchased at same time as a RiscPC) | 
| MS-DOS 6 22 3 Windows 3 IT £79 

I Mic resell Encarta 95 £50 1 

1 16 bit Sound Card (Acorn) £60 | 

1 2 rid Slice Case Upgrade £99 | 

Access* for RiscPC £99 I 


- Memory Upgrades 


I RiscPC 4Mb 5FMM Ram Elio I 

I RiscPC 8Mb SI MM FLAM £225 I 

I RrsePC 1 6Mb SIMM RAM E360 I 

I RiscPC 32Mb SI MM RAM ECall I 

I Please ring to confirm prices on SIMMS before | 

I ordering since prices may vary up or down. 1 

1 1Mb VRAM (Acorn) El 

1 2Mb VRAM (other) £1 

I I to 2Mb VRAM Upgrade (exchange) £ 1 
I A 3000 1 -2Mb RAM £ 

I A30QO 2 -4Mb RAM £ 

I A30W) i-4Mb PAM £1 

1 A3D10 1-ZMb RAM £ 

I A3Q10 2-4Mb RAM £l 

B A3010 1-4Mb RAM £1 

I A 3020 /A 4 000 2-4 Mb RAM £ 

I A 5000 2-4Mb RAM £ 

I A 5000 4-9Mb RAM £2 

I A SOD. ''4 00 Series 4-flMb RAM £2 


n Acern AKFS2 14" 0.33dp MultiScan E250 |f 

H Atom AKF50 1 4' 0.28dp MultiSoan E300 I 

I Acorn AKF6Q 1 4' 0.28dp MulEiScan £320 I 

I ACOrh AKFB5 1 T 0.28dp MuttiScan £530 I 

| Certain cornpulers will require an adaptor £ 1 2 1 
— 1 

H A300/A440 Senes (inc carrier board) E97.BB 
I A40W1 , A3000, A540 Series £75.75 

1 Bulk Pack of ten upgrades E339.00 1 

3 Plea&e add £4 (Inc VAT) carriage to RiscOS 
I'RiscOS 3 Carrier board for A30CVA440 £22 I 


Pocket Book II (256k) 
Pocket Book U (5l2k) 
Pwn 3a (256k) ElTO 
Psion 3a H Mb) 

A- Link 
Parallel Link 
128k RAM S$D 
2S6k Flash SSD 
FB,'Ps3 Games 
Acom A4 Portal 


£270 

£42 

£26 

£43 

£47 

£Ceir 


£227 1 


Psibn 3a (SI 2k) £249 1 

Psion 3a (2Mb) 

PC Link £60 1 

Mains Adaptor £15-1 
512k RAM SSD £105 | 
5 12k Flash SSD £77 I 
PBIVPs3a Games £45 I 
dino PCSoft £1206 I 


Hardware Upgrades 


24i16 Multimedia Card (51£kb trame5(ore)£339 
24il6 Multimedia Card (1Mb framestore) £379 
486sx2SM Hz Bare PC Card £329 

4B6SLC5QMHZ Bare PC Card £389 

4B6sk25MHz PC Card 4Mb RAM £449 

48BSLC50MHZ PC Card 4Mb RAM £509 

Acom Access*- (for all except RiscPC) £130 
ARM3 (25MHz, Inc FPA .socket) 


I FPA Upgrade 
| Colour Card Ge 


i Gold (CC) 

| Eagle M2 Multimedia Card (CC) 

I Joystick Irriorface (all mfd's) 

I l.ogiiech Mouse (Acorn) 

I Midi Max Card (CC) 

I Movie Magic (CC) 

I Powerpad (dual) (Gameswaro) 

H Scart - tSpin Mgnilor.i'RGBTV C at) 4 e 

| Serial Upgrade for A3QDD (Acorn) 

I Stereo Speakers 25W (meins poivered) 
B TV Timer wrih TefeToxt (CC) 


£129 | 
£59 | 
£199 | 
£319 | 
£20 
£25 ; 
£6B 1 
£249 fl 
£33 1 
£12 [ 
£19 I 
E35 I 



| Sportster Modem Bundles 

c modem bundles include a Sportster 
ttern, cable, phone splrtter, ArcTermT and 
j AreFAX. 

1 4 k4 Sportster Fax/Modem Bundle £227 

2flkB Sportster Fax/Modem. Bundle £31 5 

Sportster Modems 

The modem only include a Sportster modem 
and cable. 

I4k4 Sportster FawModem Bundle £155 


Carton BJ-2D0EX (3B0dpi) 

Canon BJ-236 (360dpi) 

Canon BJC-6O0E Colour (360 i#h) 

Canon BJC-4000 Colour (360dpi> 

Epson StyfuS Colour Pnnter (72 6dpi) 

HP LaserJet 4L 4ppm (300dpi) 

LaserJet 5P 4ppffl (60tkipj) New! 

Add f id m .-ibciv«' priii:-:', icr Tnrb&Driver 


BJ-10 Ink Cartridge (0C-O1) £t7 

BJ-200 Ink Cartridge (BC-02) £18 

&J-300 Ink Cartridge (&.H-642) E TB 

BJ-GOO Black Cartridge (BJI-20lW< HCap) £10 
BJ-606- Colour Ca rtridge (&JI-20 1 ) £8 

BJC-40QD Black Cartridge (BC 1-21 Sk) £9 
^ . - * h2lC) £17 

zb) 

dge (BJ-S43) £16 

BJ-800 Colour Cartridge (BJl-643) £20 

DeskdntSOO MoncVCoiour Cartridge £21/£23 
EP-L Toner (LBP-4/HP LJI11) £59 

Epson Stylus Cotour Black £ 1 67Corour £32 
HP 92274A Toner (HP LJ4L) 

JP-1&0 Ink Cartridge (Acorn) 

Swtfl24 Mono/Coteuf Ribbon 


Books (No VAT 


I Acorn RJSCOS3 PRM 5 Add £7 carr. 
Acorn 5th PRM covering RiscOS3.5 
Acorn BBC Basic VI Guide 
RiscPC Tech fi&f Guide Add £7 carr. 
AnWorks Made Easy (Dabs) 

Begin's Guide So WIMP Prog 
DTP i>n the Archimedes (Sigma) 

Firsl slops in prog RiscOS (Sigma) 
Game Maker's Manual (Signed) 

Add £2 Cart to above (C4 tor Aci 


j Sea n ners/Di g itisers 


I ScanLigfil Video 236 (j 


RiscPC) 


£199 

£205 

£610 

£549 


I ScanLsohl Vkfco 256 (A3000-AAQQQ) 

| CanoniX-JOlS Cotoui SCSI Seann&r 
I Epson GT-B5O0 Colour SCSI Spanner 
(Above includes ITWAINdmagcMaster 4 Cable 
[ Vi$ion24 Colour Digitiser Irtt E96VE xt £1 09 
I Hi-\jisiori2 4 Dmitiser A500Q int £1 34/Ext £1 49 

| A3019 HCCS Hard 

1 80Mb + User Port + 2 Slots 
1 160Mb + U&er Port + 2 Slots 
1 250Mb + User Pwl + 2 Slots 
f A3009 Internal IDE Hardcards 
| BO Mb + User Port £155 

1 160Mb + User Port £275 

1 250Mb + User Pori £4 IS 

See also top o( page for other hard discs 
I Please call for SCSI Hard Discs 


Terms 


EC residents add 17.5% VAT lo all prices 
except books. Carriage free in UK (excluding 
remote areas) (except books), elsewhere al 
cost. Orders MUST bo accompanied by a 
phono number, Prices and spec's subject to 
change without notification. Goods subject to 
availability, Goods nol offered on that basis, 
Restocking lee on non-faulfy returns. Official 
orders welcome from educational insirtules, 
Oh q wilh Order under £30. E&QE. 

' 7 i T JlT=Jifs«CT~S 


ill 


• ’ L « 1 ■ L - ^ 

gMflimaagsM 

ard Disc Multi-P&dulc 

irt + 2 Slots £185 I 


£185 

£315 

£475 


M63 Junction 12 
SloCkparl West 



op Projects l td 


Artworks on CD (CC) £1 35 ■ Rhapsody (Clams) v2 £44 
Childrens Migropedia CD £85 H RhapsotA' (Clares) v3 £74 
ClipAit CD 1 (CC) £19 H S'Base2 Personal (Long) £4B 

CkpAn CD 2 (CC) £ 1 9 ■ S-Base 2 Developer £98 


Encarta '$5 lor Windows £CaH 
Granny's Garden CD £28 
Hutchinsons Encycloped" £45 
Replay Starter Kit (Acorn) £35 
RiSCDiSC Veil CD £17 

Simon Ihe Sorcerer C D £36 


Applications 


H| Rhapsody (Clams) ■. 

M FthspsodV (Clares) \ 

H S‘Base2 Personal (! 

■ S-Base 2 Developer 
M S-Base 2 Developer*- £ 1 47 

■ Schema 2 (Clares) £95 

■ Serenade (Clares) 

■ ShapeFX (Datastor^ 

H Sibelius -5 
H Sibelius 7 



£50 1 
£125 | 
£45 1 


Advance 2Mb (Acorn) 
Advantage (Longman) 

ArcFax (David Pilling) 

AroTermT (Serial Port) 
Artworks (CC) 

AudioWorki (CC) 
C/C*-*-(Acom)NEW! £t99j 
CADet (Mmejva) £99 1 

Card Shop (Cta res) £19 
Chameleon 2 (4Mation) £33 
Comp!, Animator (TOT A) E79 
Compression (CC) £29 
DataPower (IOTA) £120 
Desktop Thesaurus (BB) £19 
Dsgi. Sy'mphony (Or eg an) £48 
Easy c (Beebug) £35 

Easy C++ (Bcebug) £93 
Eureka v3 (Longman) £93 
FireWork? (Cofton) £89 
FireWoikz Pro (Cokon) £139 
Font FX (DalaStore) ET0 
Genesis Prof esskrnat £1T2 
Glimpse (Sherston) £10 
Graphics Loaders (CC) £42 
Hard Disc- Comp, (00) £42 

Hatchback (4Mation) £32 
Hearsay II (Beebug) £75 
Home ACOog n1$ (Minerv) £28 
JHusionisl (Clares) £40 
image Oulliner (IOTA) £46 
Impression Pubfohcr £T25 
Impression Publisher+ £259 
Irnpressroh Style (CC) £76 
interTatk (Acorn) £78 

MaoFS (CC) £76 

MatFS Lite (CC) £45 

Magpie (Longman) £56 
MasterFile m (Beebug) £45 
Morpheus (Oregan) £26 
Nighi Sky (Clares) £63 
Ndtato (Longman) £54 

Ovatipn (Beebug) £79 

PonDown Plus (Long) £67 
Personal Accounts (Apr) £30 
PhotoDesk (Spacetech) £157 
PhOtoTouch (Orenan) £88 
Pin Point Junior (Long) £25 
Plot (Clares) £63 

Poster (4Mation) £74 

Pro Artisan 2 (Ci&res) £102 
Prophet (Apricote) £145 

Record* (Colton) £97 

Render Bender v2 (Cfa.) £4i 
RephOrrn (Oak) £45 

Rosultz (Collori) £75 


£73 

£10 

£149 

£789 

£5D 

£93 

£32 

£21 

£22 

£79 

£38 

£42 

E42 


ShapeFX (batastore) 

Sibelius 6 
Sibelius 7 
Sleuth (Beebug) 

Steulh2 (Beebug) 

Snippet (4MuUon) 

SparkFS (PilSng) 

Speech 2! (Superior) 

Tatler (Clares) 

Touch Type (IOTA) 
TurboOnver BJ (CC) 
TurhoDriver HP (CC) 
TurboDrtver Epson (CC) £42 

Tween (Ace) E28 

TypeStudio (Beebug) £43 

Vector (4Mation) £75 

Worra CAD (Oak) £83 

WgrdWorkS (CC) £36 

Wordz (Colton) £54 


Game 


Air Supremacy (Sup) £1 3 

A returns (Oregan) £20 

Axis (T0A) £20 

BattleChess (Khsalrs) £22 

Birds of War (4D) 2Mb £24 

Black Angel (4 D) £24 

Blood SP&rt (Matt Black) £12 

Break 147/Suporpool £24 

Bum Out (Oregan) £20 

Cannon Foddor (Krisalis) £20 

Carnage Inc (4 D) £18 

Champions (KriSaliS) £22 

-Includes Man Utd. J Khan 

- Squash. Wld Class 

- Leaderbrd & Boxing Mngr 
Chocks Compendrnnl £24 
Chopper Force (4D) 

Chuck Rock (Krisalis) 

Crystal Maze (Sher) 

Cyber Chess (4D) 

Cygnus Collection 

- Engl Twin World. Iron Lord 6 

- Tower of Babef 

Diggers (Mitteruum) £22 
Dreadnoughts (Tureen) £26 
Dune II (Eclipse) £27 

Dungeon (4D) 2Mb £24 
Elite Gold Edition (Hyb) £25 
Enter the Realm 2Mb £1 3 
E-Type Compand- (4D) £13 

E-Type 2 (4 D) 

Rashback (US Geld) 
FTT(TBA) 

GCDS (Knsalis) 

Guife (Dream) 

Haunted House 2Mb 
Heimdall (Krisalis) 2Mb £22 
Hero Ouesl (KnsaiiS) 

Holed Opl Compendium £13 






James Pond (Krisalis) £16 
James Pond 2 RobcCcd £26 
KrisaNs Collection £22 

-Indudes, Mad Pro!. Pipe'm, 

- Terramex & Revelation 
Lemmings (Krisalis) £19 I | 
Lemmings lor RiscPC £22 
Lenwnmgs 2 Tribes 2Mb £22 
Lotus Turbo ChaH2 (Kris) £19 
Magic Pockets (FlOneg) £20 
Magneloids (Oregan) £22 
Man Umled Europe (Kris) £10 
Oh htd- More Lemmi ngs £ 1 6 
Pandora's Box (4D) £13 

Playitagam Sam 1/2(3 £l9ca. 
Populous (Krisalis) £22 
Real McCoy 2/3/4 £24oa. 

Repton 3/4 (Superior) £19eo. 

Sally fi Watty (Oregan) £20 
SaJoon Cars Deluxe (4D) £24 ■ 
Scrabble (US Gold) £21 ^ 
Sensible Soccer (Reneg) £20 
Sim City (Krisalis) £26 

Sim Cily 2000 (RiscPC) £36 
Sim Cily 2009 (A5006) £30 

Simon the Sorcerer 2Mb £31 
Smell (Virgo) £19 

Speedball 2 (Krisalis) £26 
Spheres of Chaos (Matt) £17 
Spobbteoids £26 

Starii qtitor 3000 (Fednet) £23 
Stunt Racer 2000 (4 D) £24 
Stunt Racer Xlra T racks £ 1 7 
SWIV (Krisalis) £10 

Time Machine (4D) £18 

Virtual Golf (4D) 2Mb £24 L 
Virtual Golf Augusta Cse £13 ■ 
Wavelenglh (G/W) £10 F 

Wollenstein 3D (Powers) £23 





-Eariy Essentials (over 7) £10 
-English (6- I6yrs) £18 

-French (8-1 6yrs) £18 

-Junior Essentials (5*11) £18 
-Maths (Number) (6-16) £18 
■Maihs r Algebra! (6- 16) £iS 
-Maths (Statistics) (0-10) £18 
-Spelling (over 9) £18 

-Driving Test £16 

-Dinosaurs (all ages) £10 
Crysta I Ram Forest (5h) £40 
Darryl the Dragon (4M) £18 

Fun School 3 £17 

(Spsc age g roup .<5. 5-7. >7) 
Fun School 4 £17 

(Spec age group .<5, 5-7. >7) 
Granny's Garden (4M) £23 

KidPix (ESM) £37 

Maths Circus (4Matkxn) £25 
Noddy's Playlima (JBn) £26 
Piaydays (Gameswere) £21 
Rosie 5 Jim 

- Duck loses ils Quack £10 

- Jim gets the sneezes £10 
Call for titles not listed 


Tel: 0161-474 0778 




Authorised Acorn Dealer, Fax: 0161 474 0781, Email: info@desktopp, demon xo.uk 
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Games designers 



Use G7AC to create your own adventures mixing graphics and 
text. 


GAMES designers seem to be all the 
rage at the moment t and after recently 
featuring an arcade games designer, 
this month I’m going to cover two 
brand new adventure game designers. 

The two programs in question are 
John Fairhurst’s MAD , or Micro 
Adventure and Andrea Gallo’s Graphic 
Text Adventure Creator or GTAC. Both 
systems aim to fulfil more or less the 
same objective, which is to allow the 
user to create a text-based adventure 
which runs in an easy-to-use windows- 
based system in the desktop. 

In both programs, script languages 
are used to create the locations, mon- 
sters and objects within a game and 
how the player interacts with them. 

Some programming knowledge is 
required, but if you manage a bit of 
BASIC this should not present a problem. Both 
systems provide good documentation, with full 
tutorials and example games. 

In fact, I couldn’t really fault either of these 
programs, except to say that the inclusion of the 
scripts used to create the example games would 
have been useful. 

Providing a direct recommendation in these 
circumstances is a bit tricky, and I’d advise any- 
one interested in the subject to have a look at 
both systems before embarking on the design of 


their adventure masterpiece. The only significant 
difference in terms of major features is GTAC s 
support for graphics. Both sprite and Draw file- 
based pictures can be included very easily, 

A slightly cut-down demo version of GTAC 
can be found on GA60 from Five Star, with the 
fully registered version being available for £7 or 
15000 Lire from: Andrea Gallo, 237 Vi ale 
Cortina d’Ampezzo, 00135 Roma, Italy. 

MAD can be found on disc GA06S from The 
Datafile. 


Five Star catalogue single-tasks 


AS many of the other PD 
libraries have brought in desk- 
top-based catalogue programs. 
Five Star has taken an alterna- 
tive path with its single 
tasking viewer by Quinlin 
Parker. Loading time is fast, 
and the application itself sits 
on the icon bar before exiting 
to single tasking mode when 
clicked on. The format is 
almost demo like, with a little 
scroll text and all interaction 
being icon based. All the 
usual features are there, 
including a fast search and the 
ability to calculate your order 
cost and produce an order 
form. 

I don't think there’s really 
much of a problem with the 
program being single tasking, 
but when browsing a cata- 
logue I like the dynamic 
scroll mg of RISC OS scroll 
bars. The Five Star program 
allows only fairly slow 
scrolling or a straight jump to 


the start or end of each 
catalogue section. That said. 
Five Star Marketing offers an 
interesting range of PD with 
many programs I haven’t seen 
elsewhere. There are also a 


few exclusive budget ware 
programs and a good selection 
of bundled software packs. 

Five Star Marketing 
Address: 4 Shepherds Walk, 
Bushey, Herts WD2 I LZ 


TypeFind 

The excellent TypeFind applica- 
tion, which was reviewed in 
fast year's August issue, has 
now been updated to version 
2,01. TypeFind allows the easy 
identification of the file types 
of any fries which are not type 
stamped. TypeFind is 
Shareware and a registered ver- 
sion can be obtained for £5 
from Ben Schofield, 24 DebdaJe 
Lane, Keyworth, Notts NG12 
5JD. 

ARM Club CD-ROM 

Yet another source of public 
domain on CD-ROM is soon to 
be made available by the ARM 
Club PD library. After the sue- 
cess of the Datafile's PD CDs, 
the ARM Club will be launching 
its own CD for only £19.95 at 
the Acorn World show in 
October. Further information 
and the usual ARM Club PD ser- 
vice can be found at the ARM 
Club PD Library, 19 Woodberry 
Way, London, N 12 OHE. 

Public domain CDs have to be 
one of the main 'automatic 
buys' for CD drive owners, and 
this latest addition can only be 
good for the user. Let's just 
hope there isn't too much of an 
overlap with the material found 
on existing PD CDs. 

PD Scheme 

Following the success of Acorn 
User's PD scheme in highlight- 
ing some of the best Freeware 
programs on the scene, l can 
report the imminent arrival of 
several new utilities and games 
which will be appearing on the 
cover disc in the next few 
months. Development of Acorn 
User's QTM tracker player has 
also been in hand, with a major 
new release expected soon. 

Contacting me 

You can contact the PD page by 
writing to me, Paul Wheatley, 
at Acorn User, fDG Media, 

Media House, Adlington Park, 
Macclesfield SK10 4NPor 
(preferably) by e-mail to quan- 
tum@digibankdemon.co.uk or 
online on the Arcade BBS. 


Five Star [targeting Catalogue Oise. V 1.10 by Quintin Parker 
May/June 1995 

IfllKl 


How to use the catalogue Neu releases this nonth 

Printing, saving t costs y y Info an 5 Stor Marketing 

S flil the latest news 7T Return to desktop 

Recmnended releases 

^ FROM FIVE STRR ; 
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The non-Desktop cataloguing program from Five Star Marketing, 
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23 



Mu sic /So u n d/Vis i o n 

Extra Discount for Bundles - Ask! 

24116 (1Mb), . , .......... 430-00 

Fatar CMS61 Keyboard w/s 260,00 

DMI30 (A3/4xxx MIDI iff).... 85-00 

DM 50 (Dual MIDI iff) 97.75 

Eagle M2 360.00 

iTV TV Tuner Card 225.00 

Lark Al6 Sampler 225.00 

PowerWave 30 One DMI 30) . 208.00 
PawerWave 50 One DMI 50) . 229. 00 

Rhapsody 3 * , 88.00 

Serenade 88.00 

Sibelius 6. ♦ . 165.00 

Sibelius 7 Student t , — 540.00 

Sibelius 7. 875.00 

VTX2000 390.00 

Yamaha Ml 0 Speakers 65.00 

Yamaha MSW10 Sub-woofer 95.00 

Printers 

Canon BJ40sx 185.00 

Canon BJC40QO 355-00 

Canon BjC-600e 420.00 

Epson Stylus Colour ( 720 dpi) ... 405.00 

Turbo Drivers — ...... 49.00 

Scanners 

Canon DC-4015 + TWAIN s/w T . . 695-00 
Epson GTS500 + TWAIN s/w. . . 585.00 
Epson GT900Q + TWAIN s/w + . . 720.00 



SEIVLAC 

Computing 

PO Box 304 
Brighton 
BN1 1 LE 

Callers by appointment 
Tel: (01273) 208074 
Fax: (01273)738258 
e-mail: pete@senlac.co.uk 
CompuServe: 10011 3,603 

If, like most people f 
you worry about the 
value of your 
computer equipment 
in 5 years time our 
new 50% buy back 
scheme really does deserve a second 
look. Please phone us for details. 

New this month is N-Cotmec t. 
This is an easy way to connect your 
Acorn machine to an Amstrad 
NO 00. We are publishing the 
program on behalf of the authors: IQ- 
20 Software. Again f phone us for 
details. Dealer enquiries are also 
welcome. 

If you run a school or business 
don 4 1 forget that our leasing scheme 
offers an easy way of obtaining your 
computer(s) attd if you are leasing a 
Rise PC you can still take advantage 
of our extra cash /cheque discount. 
Music: We are still offering our 
excellent music bundles - we just 
didn 7 have room in the advert this 
month - another good reason to call 
us l 

STOP PRESS! - Acorn have just 
announced price reductions on the 
Pocket Book 2. Call for new prices * 
Of course f it's impossible to list 
everything in an advert this size so if 
you don't see what you want f please 

- ^ 

Acorn 


Accounts 


Dune II 

. . , 32.50 

Personal Accounts v$ 

. . 43.00 

Flashback 

. . . 24.95 

Prophet — 

. 168.00 

FIT (Formula 2000) 

. . . 23.25 

Art & Graphics 


Global Effect . , 

, . . 32.00 

Artworks (on floppy or CD) . . . . 

. 145.00 

Lemmings Pack for Rise PC . . 

. . . 25.50 

Complete Animator 

,,94.00 

Lemmings 2 - Tribes 

. . . 25.50 

IrmgeFS 

..34.95 

Magnetoids 

. . . 22,50 

Image Outliner 

. . 83.50 

Sally and Wallv 

. , . 22.50 

PhotoDesk 

. 180.00 

Scrabble 

. . . 24.95 

Plot 

. , 74.00 

Sim City 2000 (RiscPC) . , 

. . . 35.00 

ProArtisan 2 

. 119.00 

Sim City 2000 (A5000) 

, . , 35.00 

ProAitisan 24 (Rise PC only) . . . 

. 160.00 

Simon the Sorcerer ......... 

. . . 35.95 

Studio 24 

. 128.00 

Simon the Sorcerer on CD , . 

. . . 43.00 


!!N EWH 

Make the professional connection between your Acorn 
computer and Amstrad NC 100 with N-ContlCCt. 

£ 24.95 

Contact us for details 


Communications 

ArcFax 33-00 

ArcTerm7 68,50 

Courier v34 Fax (with cable) 395 00 

Hearsay 2 76.95 

Sportster v34 Fax (with cable) , . . 290.00 
Consumables 

Inkjet Refills from 14,50 

Print' n f Wear Packs from 6,94 

TDKD5/HD3V?' Discs 8.50 

Databases 

Data Power 145.00 

Junior Database — , . 57.00 

S-Base 2 Personal Edition 140.00 

DTPfWP 

Easy Font 3 — — .... 35.00 

Fomiulix * 75.00 

Impression Publisher. , , . 145.00 

Impression Publisher Plus 285,00 

Impression Style , 88.00 

Games 

Arctums 22.50 

Big Bang — — 14.50 

Bum Out 22.50 

Cannon Fodder 21,50 

Crystal Maze . 36,50 

Cyber Ape 18.75 

Dreadnoughts — 2575 

... .... .V. .. . - — _ 

PP/VfffP PO 8 m 304 \ 8/V? llB, 

/ tt/iek ts tUee ifamf pm fm ffsf tkat / dff/tko w td tog mart ffr C/fC 

fi edtktg tod tkat tU frteejgaa. p a 

Item £ 


Wg ffSMC 


. . . (tod f d Sto 

□ sd/tk tie, encioee-d cfc-tjac 

□ i 


Bzgtfg Date: f 


Star Fighter 3000 27.00 

Spobhleoids 22,95 

Wolfenstein 3D 27.00 

Hypermedia 

Genesis Professional ...130QO 

Integrated Packages 

Fireworkz Pro 160.00 


P^etCod^: 


n 


Rise PCs 

ACB15 Rise PC 600 2Mb/HD210 1400.00 

ACB25 Rise PC 600 5Mb/HD210 1560.00 

ACB45 Rise PC 600 9Mb/HD420 1900,00 

Any of the above with 1 7" Monitor add 270.00 

All Rise PCs include 1 year's free on-site maintenance. 

A selection of Rise PC bits 'n' pieces... 

8Mb SIMM 265.00 

16Mb SIMM 435.00 

32Mb SIMM 815.00 

Cumana 300iA CD ROM Bundle ..235.00 

Cumana SCSI 2 Interface 190.00 

All Other Acorn Computers Available 

Please ask for details. 


Schools/ - 


Paying by Cash, Cheque, 1 

Businesses 


Switch, Connect or Delta? 

lease a Klee PC 


You may deduct an 

from as little as 
£43.50 

per month over 3 


extra £35 discount 

years. Call for 


from the VAT inclusive price of your 

details. 


Rise PCI! 


?! 



!? 


Well, almost! Ask about our exclusive new scheme which 
guarantees you can sell your computer system after 5 years 
for 50 % of the price you paid. 

Considering the rapid rate at which computers lose their 
value this is a remarkable offer - check it out now! 


Business 


Hintz for Colton userz 



The Acorn User logo here is not stored within the file, saving on disc 
space, especially for multiple copies of the document. 


HERE are a few helpful hints 
for users of Colton’s range of 
programs, which your busi- 
ness editor has found useful: 

* Using a graphic in your let- 
terhead will lake up a 
considerable amount of disc 
space if ii is embedded. To 
Stop this, 'untick* the 'Embed 
pictures’ option in the Choices 
window. Note, though, that 
the file will remember where 
the graphic is by its pathname, 
not by its relative position, so 
if you move the file to a dif- 
ferent machine the reference 
will be lost. 

Fortunately, you can re- find 
the graphic, and the program 
will not forget the reference 
when saved again. 

* Always have a copy of 
Minerva Software’s Flasher 
on the icon bar as the z-family, 
quite correctly, does not flash 
its own cursor. 

* If you have been working on 
a very large document and 
then want to do something 
smaller, quit and reload your 
C-family program first. This is 
because they don't give mem- 
ory back to the operating 
system; hopefully Colton will 
rectify this oversight soon, 

* Don’t always rely on the 
'Fit* option in the View 
Control window as this only 
fits to the nearest five per cent. 
It is often better to click on it 
and then up the number given 


by a few per cent to, say, 103 
per cent, 

* If you have RISC OS 3.10 or 
3.11, ask your local dealer for 
a copy of the laLest version of 
the font manager as the one in 
ROM docs not auto- kern letters 
as well. 

* Make use of the 'Print scale’ 
option from the Page menu. 
This allows you to scale large 
worksheets taking many pages 
so that they are printed on just 
one page. 

* If you want to transfer data 
between Acorn and PC ver- 
sions of the z family, it can be 
a good idea to make sure that 
any Draw files have had the 
text in them ‘converted to 


path,' By doing this it will not 
matter if there is not an identi- 
cal typeface on the other 
machine. Keep sprites to an 
absolute minimum as the 
colours do not appear to con- 
vert properly. Don’t use hard 
spaces in filenames as PCs 
don’t particularly like them 
and remember to keep your 
filename to eight letters phis 
the extension /fwk (or /fwt if it 
is a template file). If you use 
sexed quotes, these will 
appear incorrectly when 
viewed and printed on a PC, 
Finally, don’t set font widths 
as these don't function cor- 
rectly when transferred 
between platforms. 


Confusing standard 

OCCASIONALLY I notice something which 
seems downright illogical. I have observed quite 
a number of people getting really frustrated 
using a Rise PC simply because when some but- 
tons on the keyboard are pressed, something else 
happens. 

For instance, all PC users and 1 would expect 
the End key to move the caret to the end of a 
document. But no, it deletes the character to the 
right. Similarly, the Delete key actually does the 
same as backspace, w hereas it should delete (i.e. 
erase the character to the right of the caret). 

Acorn itself is not happy w ith this. The Acorn 
Style Guide (which was written before the Rise 
PC was born) confirms this. It says that *in the 
future, non-proprietary PC keyboards may be 
supported’ and goes on to say that the functions 
of the foremen li on ed keys should change to the 
same as on any ordinary PC, Will the next 
release of RISC OS address this problem? 


Making a 

professional 

Impact 

INITIALLY confusing. Impact Fro from Circle 
Software actually provides a flexible database 
package at a very low price, once you have got 
the hang of it. The databases that Impact Pro 
creates look like any RISC OS window and 
reporting is done via Impression. 

The package is relational (see the Business 
page, June 1995 for a definition and an explana- 
tion of why this might be useful) and at £65 + 
VAT, you can't really grumble. If you can afford 
it, Recordz might be a better bet, though this 
isn’t a relational database. 

Circle Software 
Tel; (0/793) 770021 



Clan corner 

I was most surprised at one of the 
results of a survey among Clan 
members. Apparently, out of the 
small percentage of members 
who had participated, over three 
quarters felt It was fair to pay for 
a technical hotline, with a system 
of charging for its use. I always 
check before purchasing software 
that there is no support charge. 

Incidentally, I would recom- 
mend that readers do join the 
Clan as a number of software 
houses give discounts off their 
products. # 

C/an Acorn 
Teh (01223) 254448 
E-mail: rian@acorn.co.uk 

Really good displays 

The Really Good Software 
Company's stand at the recent 
Acorn riser Show showed that 
Notice Board, the company's pre- 
sentation graphics package, really 
can produce good presentations. 
Since its launch last year. It has 
been given a major re-write and a 
number of new features have 
been added. 

The package allows Draw or 
Artworks files to be cycled, 
though, accompanied by a good 
number of fades. 

The Really Good Software Co 
Tel/Fax: (01582) 761395 

SQL for Data Power 

The database market is continuing 
to hot up. The imminent 
DataPowerl is going to feature a 
structured query language (SQL). 
According to lota, a considerable 
amount of the money from the 
Windows and Mac OS versions of 
The Complete Animator will go 
towards development of 
DataPower on the Acorn 
platform. 

/ota Software 
7e/; (01223) 566789 

Contacting me 

If you have any hints and tips for 
any business-related products, or 
you have some news to share, 
why not drop me, Alexander 
Singleton, a line at Acorn User , 

IDG Media, Media House, 

Adlington Park, Macclesfield SKID 
4NP, or by e-mail to: 
alex@acornusr.demon.co.uk. 
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• 8 SCSI icons on the icon bar. 

• Double normal maximum 
storage from 2GB to 4GB. 

• Ability to read to a device and 
write to another concurrently. 

• Very fast, {Up to 5MB/sec.) 

• Ability to read other 
manufacturers' partitions. 

• Express (easy) setup as well 
as advanced setup options. 

• Streamer software built-in. 

• Ability to set read-only 
partitions. 

• Multi-tasking low-level 
formatter included. 

• Removable media, CD ROM 
and scanner support. 

• Ability to read DOS partitions. 

• Auto termination option. 

• Auto spindown facility. 

• Password protection. 

• Flash ROM for easy re- 
programming. 



£1 75 + VAT 


With the growing range of CD ROM drives, hard discs, and 
scanners available as SCSI devices, equipping your Acorn 
computer to harness the raw power of multimedia through the 
industry standard of SCSI allows the greatest long term 
flexibility. Designed to offer the highest data tranfer rates of 
the Power-tec range together with SCSI 2 compatibility the 
new i Power-tec SCSI 2 Card offers leading edge technology at 
an affordable price. 


Power- tec 




A /systems > 47 Winchester Road, Four Marks, Alton* Hampshire, GU34 5HG, England. Tel: +44 (0) 1420 5611 1 L Trade Enquiries Welcome. 



Education 


Information Technology 
for parents 


HANDS up all parents who are concerned that 
their children are more IT aware than they are. 
Half of those who have their hands down are 
probably too ashamed to admit it, but there is 
now a solution which has been provided by 
Al lister Duncan. In his work as an Information 
Technology co-ordinator and network manager, 
Allister discovered many parents wanted to 
know more about Information Technology, but 
there simply weren’t the opportunities. So, 
working from his school, Allister began 
Information Technology for Parents. Aimed 
mainly at parents of children aged between three 
and 1 1 years, the cost of a course is £12 per per- 
son, which assures a computer each, or £6 each 
if parents share a computer. You do not have to 


be a parent of a child at A1 lister's school to 
attend the course. 

Parents will be able to use exactly the same kit 
as their children will use in school. The hardware 
includes a network of Acorn computers, some 
stand-alone Acorns, a scanner and a wide variety 
of printers. The software library donated by 
software houses looks very impressive indeed. 

If parents have a couple of hours free on a 
Monday evening or a Saturday afternoon, give 
Allister a ring and book a course. Alternatively, 
a booking form is on this month's cover disc in 
Impression and text formats. 

/ nfo rma tion Tech no / ogy fo r Pa ren ts 
Tel: (0589) 284113 (day) 
or (01932) 563189 (evenings) 


Dumfries agrees with me 


THIS month, I’ll unashamedly 
blow my own trumpet. In the 
last month's issue 1 was 
extolling the virtues of CSH's 
new CD-ROM The World of 


TAKING children on school 
visits is an important part of 
their education. But as any 
teacher who has organised a trip 
will tell you, it can be a logisti- 
cal nightmare, especially if the 
trip involves going abroad. 

Fortunately, Creative 
Curriculum Software has 
come up with a product which 
may help. Trip is a program 


Robbie Burns. Not necessarily 
as a result of reading that arti- 
cle, Dumfries has standardised 
on Acorn computers and has 
purchased over 100 Acorn- 


designed to ease the job of 
organising a school trip or out- 
ing. As well as allowing the 
organiser to record and print 
out passport details of students 
taking part, Trip allows all 
individual payments to be 
logged and printed out. With 
information about the deposit 
dates entered into the compu- 
ter, the program is able to list 


compatible CD-ROM drives 
mainly because of the Burns 
CD-ROM. Apple? PC? Forget 
'em! Acorn is the platform for 
education. 


students with any balance out- 
standing on a particular day. 

This program is also useful 
as a sort of checklist to ensure 
the teacher has done every- 
thing required like medical 
details, special diet etc. Trip 
costs £14.95 for a single user 
and £89 for a site licence. 
Creative Curriculum Software 
Tel: (01422) 340524 


Networks in 
education 

Welcome to Bill Lamin who is 
Director of Information 
Technology at Pool School and 
Community College in Redruth, 
Com waif. He also has some very 
sound thoughts on minimum 
hardware standards. Read his arti- 
cle and find out how to get 
special deafs on upgrading your 
schools’ computers. 

More jargon 

My comments about filer jargon 
in the April issue touched a raw 
nerve - almost as much as a previ- 
ous broadside about clip art. 

Thank you to aff those who 
responded with a wide assort- 
ment of fixes, ail of which 
involved loading files/modules/ 
programs of anything between 6K 
and 42KJ Not bad for one or two 
computers you might think, but 
50+ computers all loading up an 
extra 42K across the network will 
add to the power-up time quite 
significantly. While I am grateful 
for these solutions, I still feel that 
these are problems which 
shouldn't need to be fixed 
because they shouldn’t be there 
in the first place. Are you listen- 
ing, Acorn? 

On the cover disc is Russ 
iuckes' solution which places a 6K 
module called JVewJVTsgs in 
SystemModutes. Full instructions 
are included, I tackle the problem 
from another angle and ensure 
that each computer knows where 
each application is (or at least the 
important ones) by adding a few 
Filer Boot instructions into the 
existing boot sequence. This is 
also included on the cover disc. 

Apologies 

Back in the April issue, I wrongly 
credited Kingfisher Mkropedio to 
ESP rather than ESM, who actually 
sells the CD-ROM (although the 
phone number given actually was 
ESM's). Apologies to all concerned. 

Contacting me 

You can contact the Education 
page by writing to me, Geoff 
Preston at Acorn User, IDG Media, 
Media House, Adlington Park, 
Macclesfield SKID 4NP or by e-mail 
to G Presto n@arca de.demon.co.uk. 
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Student edit 


This program from CCS will take away some of the chores of organising a trip. 


Help for organising school visits 
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Networks 


NetView updated 

SANJAY PATTNI’S NetView has just been revamped and is now 
compatible with the Rise PC. The program allows a user to view 
another user's screen and send messages to one. any. or all users. 
One apparently insurmountable problem is that you can’t view a 
Rise PC' screen from a non-Risc PC if the Rise PC is in a mode not 
supported by the viewing computer (for instance, if you’re on an 
A5000, you can’t view a Rise PC if the Rise PC is in a 32,000 
colour mode, because the A50(X) can't handle that mode). 

Apart from that, the software is much faster when transferring 
screens across the network and sending messages to users. This is 
a very useful program for managers who control a network which 
extends beyond a single room. I frequently use it to view what a 
student is doing in another part of the school, then send a message 
to help the student solve a problem. It’s also handy to send a mes- 
sage to all students on the network telling them it’s late and you 
want to go home! 

Sanjay Pattni 
Tel : 01 HI -568 9167 



Shades of 1984 with NetView. 


Tip for the month 


Tape or disc backup? 


AS hard discs get cheaper and large capacity drives are therefore 
within the budgets of many more schools, ever increasing num- 
bers of applications become available to clients. This, in my 
opinion, is a good thing, but some will find it difficult to wade 
through complex directory structures to load the applications they 
need. SKMERC’s Front_End (see news last issue) is one solution, 
but is more suited to primary schools. 

For older students, an answer may be found on the CD-ROM on 
the cover of April’s Acorn User. In $. Acorn User. Discs. 
AcornComp.Cover.94 1 0. Reader.TidyClock is an application 
called TidyClock which includes a customisable program locator. 
If you're going to place this on the read-only area of the network, 
you'll need to prevent any attempt at saving the configuration 
because it will crash the program as it will be trying to save to a 
read-only medium. To do this, load IRunlmage into Edit and 
search for 

IF ms%=5 PROCsavejprefs 
Change this line to: 

IF ms%=5 ENDPROC 


TidyClock 
includes a 
customisable 
program 
locator to ease 
the finding of 
programs 
hidden deep in 
a directory 
structure. 
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IT is the responsibility of the network manager to backup user 
areas regularly. What’s best - tape or disc? This is a difficult 
question to answer briefly but, flying in the face of industry 
convention. I’d say disc. Certainly for schools, disc has two 
major advantages over tape. Firstly, it is much easier to restore 
the odd lost file at a moment’s notice - as is frequently the case 
when a student has accidentally deleted a piece of work that's 
due to be handed in yesterday. Secondly, I can take the backups 
home to mark work. 

I am, of course, referring to removable hard discs. I use 
SyQuest drives (one at school and one at home) and find that I 
can fit a whole year group onto a single 105Mb disc. However, 
it’s not a perfect solution because backing up can be stopped if, 
for example, between two backups a student renames a file and 
then creates a directory using the same name as he or she previ- 
ously used for the file. The computer will stop the backup with 
the message ‘Can't create file as it already exists as a directory.’ 

Another problem arises from the computer encountering open 
files. This is usually caused by students not closing down a 
datafile correctly and just switching off. However, there are peo- 
ple currently writing software to solve this and other problems 
related to backing up user areas onto disc. 

At the Acorn World exhibition in Harrogate, Cumana showed 
off its new drive. It’s a Panasonic unit that will read conventional 
CD-ROMs, but is also capable of read/writing to a disc w hich 
looks similar to a CD-ROM, but is an optical disc. For the more 
technically minded, refer to Ian Burley’s article on page 13 of the 
June issue. The whole kit, including SCSI 2 interface, will be less 
than £700, with additional 600Mb disc costing about £40. This 
should make an excellent backup device. 

Cumana 
Tel : (01483) 503121 
Fax (01483) 451371 


Contacting me 

You can contact the Network page by writing to me, Geoff Preston at 
Acorn User, IDG Media Ltd, Media House, Adlington Park, Macclesfield 
SK10 4NP or by e-mail to : gpreston@arcade.demon.co.uk 
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HOW TO ORDER: Order by telephone quoting your 
credit card number. Order by post, cheques payable 
to 'Technology Matrix 11 . 

EDUCATION ORDERS: Education orders are welcome. 
Please post or fax your official order for immediate attention. 

TERMS: All prices exclude VAI & carriage. 

Prices & specif i cations may change without 
notice. E. & 0. E. 


Technology 

Matrix 

89A Stockport Road 
Denton, Manchester 
M34 6DD 

FAX: 0161-320 3210 

TEL: 0161-320 3087 


Hard Drives 


M 


A3000/301 0 


80MB 15MS IDE 

149 

120MB 15MS IDE 

169 

170MB 15MS IDE 

199 

250MB 15MS IDE 

239 

340MB 15MS IDE 

289 

A3020 


80MB 15MS IDE 

99 

120MB 15MS IDE 

109 

170MB 15MS IDE 

145 

250MB 15MS IDE 

189 

340MB 15MSIDE 

239 

The above Drives are 

complete with all fittings 

A3/400/4/5000/R IS C PC 

IDE 


250MB IDE Drive 

125 

340MB IDE Drive 

135 

420MB IDE Drive 

129 

SCSI 


250MB SCSI Drive 

139 

340MB SCSI Drive 

159 

540MB SCSI Drive 

169 

1.0GB SCSI Drive 

349 

2.0GB SCSI Drive 

895 

4.0GB SCSI Drive 

1195 


SyQuest Drives 


Denton SyQuest drives provide you 
with the ulitimale hard disk storage - 


without imprisoning your data on a 
hard disk! Whenever you run out of 
storage space, simply elect the 
cartridge you've just lilted up, and 
insert an empty one. It's that simpler 
Whatever your storage needs ■ 
transporting documents, archiving 
your fires, or just keeping a copy of 
your data ofl-site for security reasons 
* Denton Removable SyQuest drives 


are the answer! 

SCSI (internal) 

_88MB 5.25" media 189 

200 MB 5.25" media 289 

270MB 3.50" media 259 


SCSI (external) 

_88MB 5.25" media 289 

200MB 5.25" media 399 

270MB 3.50" media 329 

IDE (internal) A5000/RISC 

270MB 3,50" media 259 

Cartridges 

_88MB 5.25" 49 

200MB 5.25" 65 

105MB 3.50" 43 

270MB 3.50" 49 


Tape Drives 


250MB Tape drive 495 

500MB Tape drive 629 

1 .0 GB Tape drive 795 

2.0 GB Tape drive 875 

Supplied with cables, 
tape and software 



Monitors 


Acorn 

AKF52 14" Multiscsn 

249 

AKF50 14" Hi, Res. 

305 

AKF60 14" Multiscan 

315 

AKF85 17" Multiscan 

939 

Sony 

CPD-15SF1 15" Trinitron 

(Fantastic) 

349 

IDEK 

Vision Master 17" 
(Brilliant) 

549 

Denton 

14" SVGA colour .28 pitch 

(good value) 

169 



Optical Drives 


Fujitsu 


230MB internal 

429 

230MB external 

499 

Sony 


650MB internal 

call 

650MB external 

call 

1 .3GB Internal 

1339 

1 3GB external 

1399 

Cartridges 


230MB cartridge 

39 

650MB cartridge 

69 

1.3GB cartridge 

99 


CD-ROM Drives 


DENTON 

Denton CD-ROM Drives 
are suitabte for all Acorn 
systems with a SC Si port. 
2.4 speed internal 149 

2.4 speed external 199 

Quad speed Internal 199 
Quad speed external 249 
6 Drive Tower (2.4) 895 

6 Drive Tower (Quad) 1195 
Cumana Oscar 195 

Dual speed, connects to 
printer port on A30 10/3020 
Cumana Bravo 245 

Dual speed, available with 
printer port connection or 
SLCD interface on A3/5000 
Cumana Indigo 
The ideal CD-ROM for the 
RISC-PC. The 300ia 
includes an audio mixer and 
Artisan 2 CD, 

300i IDE interface 185 

30Gia IDE interface 215 



IDE 


A30 00/301 0 series 

69 

A30O/4OO series 

69 

SCSI 


A300/400 16 bit 

85 

A3/4/5Q00 16 bit 

85 

RISC PC 16 bit 

85 

RISC PC 32 bit 

165 

Graphics 


Colour card gold 

239 

Chroma 500 Genlock 

419 

Chroma 1 50 PAL 

169 

Chroma Genlock card 

209 

Hawk V9 MKfl Digits. 

189 

Eagle M2 

319 

Vision colour Digit!. 

99 

HiVision colour Digiti. 

149 

Sea might video 256 

199 

Printers 

■ 


■ 

Canon 


BJ-30 

239 

BJC-70 Colour 

299 

BJ-200ex 

199 

BJ-4000 colour 

279 

BJC-SOOe colour 

365 

Hewlett Packard 


HP 320 portable 

195 

HP 520 mono (NEW) 

229 

HP540 mono 

225 

HP 660 colour (NEW) 

365 

HP 4L (300dpi) 

449 

HP 4P (600dpi) 

659 


CALL FOR 
PRINTERS 
NOT LISTED 



50/50 way SCSI cable 

15 

25/50 way SCSI cable 

15 

SCSI 2 cable 

25 

SCSI terminator 

15 

2nd IDE drive fit. kit 

10 

External drive case 

69 


Memory 


A3000 1-2Mb 

54 

A3000 2-4Mb 

89 

A300Q 1-4Mb 

128 

A 30 10 1-2Mb 

44 

A3010 2-4Mb 

104 

A 3010 1-4Mb 

144 

A3020/A4000 2-4Mb 

88 

A5000 2-4Mb 

88 

A 5 000 8Mb 

258 

A300/A400 8Mb 

248 

RISC PC 4Mb 

129 

RISC PC 8Mb 

239 








Computers 


RISC PC 600 

2/21QAKF60 14“ 1155 

2/210 AKF85 17 N 1525 

5/210 AKF60 14" 1289 

5/210 AKF85 17" 1665 

9/420 AKF6Q 14" 1569 

9/420 AKF85 17" 1939 

A3010 Action Pack 
(No Monitor) 

FD system 245 

_8QMB HD system 399 

120MB HD system 415 

A3010 Learning Curve 
(No Monitor) 

FD system 319 

80MB HD system 489 

120MB HD system 505 

A301O Early Years 
(No Monitor) 

FD system 329 

_80MB HD system 499 

120MB HD system 515 

A302Q (AKF52 14") 

FD system 689 

_80MB HD system 799 

120MB HD system 809 

A 4000 (AKF52 14 l< ) 

2 1 0M B H D sy ste m 849 


CALL FOR 
PRODUCTS 
NOT LISTED 













Cover disc 


Elite 


Author: Hybrid Technology 


ANYONE who's ever been into games will 
know about Elite. It's the best- selling Acorn 
game ever, and those of us who spent the 
wee hours zapping evil space pirates and 
surfing the solar waves when it first came 
out will understand why. 

Elite will work on any Acorn machine, 
even l Mb RISC OS 2 machines. Full instruc- 
tions are included in the Manual directory, 
which contains ten text files which, togeth- 
er, make up the game 
manual Here we concentrate mainly on Hy- 
ing your ship, which is skimmed over in the 
manual. There's also a key ship for the game 
supplied as a Draw file, which you can print 
out and use. 

The text rile i Loading gives full informa- 
tion on loading the game, changing 
preferences and saving commander files, 
btil for now you can just run Elite by dou- 
ble-clicking on the elite application, so it 
installs on the icon bar. Those with RISC OS 
2 will need to make sure their system folder 
contains the CLib module provided in the 
System folder on the disc. 

Those with Falcon Analogue Joysticks 
can use them with this version of Elite: 
details can be found in the Falcon directory. 
Elite can also be used with the standard joy- 
stick ports on the A3010. 

If you have a Rise PC then Elite will run, 
but it will be faster than normal GameOn! 
from The ARM Club sorts this problem out, 
as well as fixing loads of older games to 
work on the Rise PC: you can contact them 
on 0171-6249918. 

Playing Elite 

Elite is set far in the future, when eight 
galaxies have been colonised by the 
Galactic Co-operative, You have just 
passed your space pilot's exams, and when 
you start the game you are sluing in your 
ship - a Cobra Mk 111 - in a space station, 
orbiting the planet Lave. 

In Elite you can Tly your ship around, fir- 
ing at anything you see, and jumping 
through hyperspace between planets in the 
galaxy. As all this costs money for fuel and 
so on, you need to make money by trading 
goods between planets: each planet has a 
different stock market price, so you can 
make a tidy profit - or loss - by trading 
commodities. As you earn more money, 
you can buy more equipment for your ship 
- such as better combat lasers, fuel scoops 
and so on - and so improve your effective- 
ness in combat. 

At the end of the day, the object of Elite 
is to destroy so many enemy ships that your 
rating goes up to Elite* Initially you are 
given the rating Harmless , and as you 
destroy more and more ships, asteroids and 
so on you progress through Mostly 
Harmless , Poor , Average , Above Average , 
Competent , Dangerous, Deadly and finally 
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Figure 1: Flying your Cobra Mk I 


Elite. Don’t be fooled: to get to Elite rating 
requires months of dedicated play, but 
there’s so much to see and do on the way 
the journey is worth it. 

Flying your Cobra 

When you first load the game and click on 
the Elite icon, you are presented with a 
swirling mass of stars - click once with 
Select to enter the game proper. You can 
now see your status displayed: this shows 
where you are and where your hyperspace 
is locked onto (Lave), the fact that you are 
docked, your fuel (seven Light Years), how 
much money you have (100 credits), your 
legal status (Clean) and your Combat 
Rating (Harmless). As you progress through 
the game these values will all change, as 
will the equipment listed at the bottom of 
the screen. 

At any time in the game you can return to 
the Desktop by pressing FI 2 or clicking on 
the DESK icon — try r it now. To return to the 
game just click on the Elite icon and you’ll 
be back where you were before pressing 
Ft 2. 

First, let* s try some flying. This takes 
some serious getting used to, so don’t 
expect to be competent for some lime. 
Before doing anything, make sure your 
Caps Lock light is lit on the keyboard - if it 
isn’t, press Caps Lock). This swit- 
ches on damping mode’ (don’t worry what 
that means) and makes flying much easier. 

To leave die space station, press FI (or 
click on LAUNCH), You will lly through a 
tunnel, and come out into space: don't 
panic! Start by pressing the middle mouse 


button until your speed - shown by the SP 
indicator on the top-right of your controls 
panel - is zero. Now, you’re hardly going 
anywhere, so you can’t crash. 

Take a look round your controls, as 
detailed in Figure 1. One of the most impor- 
tant navigational controls is the Compass, 
located next to the speed indicator. This 
shows the position of the space station (if 
you are within the space station's safety 
area, shown by ihe S at the bottom of your 
control panel) or the planet (if there is no 
S). If the dot in the compass is white, then 
the station is in front of you, and if it is red 
it’s behind you. 

The position of the dot within the com- 
pass shows if it is to the right, left or 
whatever. Try rotating your ship so the doi 
is white and in the middle of the compass: 
you should see a Coriolis space station right 
in front of you, silently spinning against a 
backdrop of stars. Now try rotating yourself 
so the dot is in the middle, but is red, and 
then press F2 to look out of the back of 
your ship. There’s the station again. 

Now press FI to go back to forward 
view, and experiment wilh moving around. 
The right mouse button speeds you up, and 
the middle one slows you down. This is a 
good time to experiment with your 3D 
scanner. If you crash into the planet (you’ll 
know if you’re getting closer because the 
AL reading will go down) or the space sta- 
tion, you* II die, but don’t worry, there’s 
plenty of time for practice. By the way, the 
left mouse button fires your laser: try it out 
but if you fire on the space station, it will 
send out loads of police to get you... 


What next? 

Trading is covered in detail in the file 
7Trading t and flying between planets by 
hype i space is covered in 3 Cobra HI. Yon 
can only buy and sell when you are 
docked, and you don’t know prices until 
you have arrived at a planet, so you're not 
guaranteed a profit until you’ve actually 
done the trip. 

If you want to get into the game more 
quickly, without doing too much trading, 
then the commander file Gisburne has 


more credits and a high combat rating. To 
load this, just double-click on it in the 
Desktop, and then dick on the Elite icon 
as usual. 

When you’ve tried a bit of flying, and 
maybe a bit of hyperspacing, do read the 
manual through. It contains a lot of little 
clues which are invaluable later on in the 
game when you are set missions to prove 
your worth. Next month we’ll let you into 
a number of secrets about the game, but in 
the meantime, happy shooting! 


EQUIP SHIP 


Fuel 

Missile 

Large Car-go Bay 
ECM System 
Pulse Laser 
Beam Laser 
Fuel Scoops 
Escape Capsule 
Energy Bomb 
Energy Unit 
Docking Computer 
Galactxc Hyperdrive 
Mining Laser 
Military Laser 


5.7 
30 . 
400 % 
600 
400 
1000 A 

1000 
900 
15O0 
1500 
5000 
800 
6000 


ITEM 

Fuel Scoops 
(Han H> 



Cash : 68350. G CR 


A well-equipped ship is an essential in any combat situation. Buy with the Adjust mouse button, 
sell with Menu. 


Keys used in the game 

WHEN DOCKED 
FI Launch into space 

F3 Trade 

F4 Buy equipment 

F5 Galactic chart 

F6 Local chart 

F7 Data on system 

F8 Status display 

F9 Hold contents 

FI 0 Trade prices 

FI 2 Return to Desktop 

WHEN FLYING 
FI Front view 

F2 Rear view 

F3 Left view 

F4 Right view 

Esc Launch 

J Jump space 

H Hyperspace 

C Turn docking computers on (when 

fitted) 

D Turn docking computers off (when 

fitted) 

Ctrl-H Galactic hypers pace (when fitted) 
T Target missile 

U Undarget missile 

M Fire missile 

E ECM (when fitted) 

Tab La u nth e n ergy bom b ( whe n f itte d) 

Delete Jettison cargo canister 

Caps Lock Toggle dampers 


Disc information 


ELITE is not the only program on this month’s 
disc - our regular features and the final part of 
the Internet Starter Pack appear as well. More 
details about these can be found in the l Help 
files on the disc, and in other parts of the 
magazine such as the C for yourself 
article and *1NF0. 

The majority of our survey 
responses suggested that readers 
wanted more software packed on 
the cover disc. In order to do 
this, we have removed the 
Menu program. 

RISC OS 3 users will be 
presented with the usual dis- 
play of icons; they can open 
the archives by double-click- 
ing upon them (this is the 
equivalent of the "View’ option in the Menu program). To get 
help on an archive, RISC OS 3 users should choose Help from the 
App, ‘Appname’ submenu obtained by clicking with Menu over 


the archive icon. RISC OS 2 users will have 
to work slightly harder They should first 
run ArcFS to uncompresses the data in the 
archives. Double-clicking on an archive 
will open it, revealing a !Help file, a !Rtm 
file, a ! Sprites file and a directory con- 
taining the archived data. Loading the 
IHelp file into a text editor will give 
information on the archive contents. 
Elite will run on RISC OS 2, as will 
many of the programs in the *INFO 
section. 

If your disc is faulty, then you 
should either return it to TIB, TIB 
House, 1 1 Edward Street, Bradford, 
Yorkshire BD4 7BH (if it does not 
verify or is damaged) or to the editor- 
ial office at Acorn User (if it 
verifies). The Acorn User cover disc has 
been checked for viruses using Killer version 2.002 from 
Pineapple Software. 
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proTeus 


Quad Speed CD-ROM Drive Combined 650Mb Optical Drive 


Quad Speed SCSI CD-ROM drive 
195ms access time 


650Mb read & write SCSf optical 
drive 

165ms access time 



600Kbytes/sec data transfer rate 



Unlimited rewriting facility 


256 Kbytes buffer (cache) memory 


Ideal for back-up archiving & 
security purposes 




<0^^ Acorn User Special Offer <r^< > 

From £549 ex VAT 
FREE media (worth £39 ex VAT) 
for the first 20 orders placed 

Indigo 

UK's best selling Acorn compatible CD-ROM drive 
Video CD and Kodak Photo CD compatible 
Built in audio mixer (worth £35.00) 

Pro Artisan 2CD (worth £49.95 ex VAT), Acorn Photoview and 
audio player software 



Acorn User Special Offer 

£175 ex VAT 

FREE mains powered stereo speakers 
for the first 20 orders placed 











SCSI II 



UK's most popular SCSI II interface for the Rise PC 

DMA sharing ARM processor's workload 

Expandibie flash EPROM supporting user own module 

Fully user re-programmable logic to ensure future 
proofing 

Surface mounted technology ensures exceptional reliability 


Acorn User Special Offer 

£175 ex VAT 

FREE SCSI II cable (worth £19 ex VAT) 
for the first 20 orders placed 



ORDER FORM 


Code 


Quantity 


PRICE (ex vat) 


TOTAL 


Indigo 3Q0iA CD-ROM Drive 


4-1 051 -A 


£175.00 


SCSI II interface card 


3-1G40-A 


£175.00 


proTeus int. drive for Rise PC 


3-1390-A 


£549,00 


proTeus int. drive with SCSI II card for Rise PC 

proTeus ext. drive for ACORN 

proTeus ext. driveT SCSfTl carcT& cable for Rise PC 

proTeus ext. drive, SCSI card, cable A500Q, A540, A4O0, A300 


proTeus external drive, SCSI card & cable for A4000, A30X0 


3-1 401 -A 
3^1392-A 
,3-1404 -A 
H- 14Q5-A 
T3-14Q6-A 


£699.00 


£649.00 

£799,00 


£699.00 


£699.00 


Audio mixer for internal proTeus drive for Rise PC 


650Mb optical disc cartridge for proTeus 


3-152B-A 

3-1407-G 


£35.00 


£39.00 


Marne 


Tel Mo, 


Total cost of goods 


Address 


□ Cheque made payable to Cumana Limited 

□ Access/Visa/Master Card number 

Card expiry date 


Delivery/insurance/packing* 
VAT at 17.5% 
GRAND TOTAL £ 


10 


00 * 


Cardholder's signature. 


* Please note delivery charge to mainland UK only. Cumana reserves the right to after price & specification at any time. Offers subject to availability. E & OE 06/95 


CUMANA 

Cumana Ltd, Pines Tracing Estate, Broad Street, Guildford, Surrey GU33BH 
Telephone 01483 503121 Facsinie 01483 451371 



FEATURE 


Techniquest 


'Science and technology are subjects for 
anoraks and bra inboxes, closeted away in 
laboratories and out of touch with the 
real world. Discuss. ’ 

I f you’re reading this, then the chances 
are you’re an owner, or at least a user, 
of a computer. You're in touch with mod- 
ern technology. You can probably work 
out how to program the video. But I’ll bet 
that even so, there's a little voice, deep 
inside you that says either Technology 
scares me’ or ‘Science bores me\ or both. 
If I’m right, then you’d better pay atten- 
tion, because if you believe science is just 
for some cloistered elite, 1 have news that 
could change your life. As of 1 May 1995, 
the new building for the Techniquest sci- 
ence centre in Cardiff is open - and 
visitors are welcome to touch, fiddle and 
toy with every exhibit on show. 

Go there. Even if you’re one of the 
hundreds of thousands of schoolchildren 
in Wales and England to have experi- 
enced a school outing there already, or 
one of the grandmothers who reputedly 
said 4 We must come back without the 
children!’, go there and enjoy a satisfying 
day of tinkering and enlightenment. 
Techniquest is far loo much fun to 
squeeze into less than a whole day’s visit 

Acorn-controlled exhibits 

It’s not surprising, at least not to seasoned 
Acorn users, to learn that many of 
Techniquest' s hands-on exhibits incorpo- 
rate RISC computers and controllers. Let’s 
face it - if enabling people is the goal, 
there can’t be another source of computer 
technology to perform the task in hand 
quite as easily and as w ell as Acorns can. 

This is a heritage from the BBC com- 
puter, with its versatile array of input and 
output facilities, and indeed Techniquest 
still uses Beebs and Arthur - the operat- 
ing system which preceded RISC OS - for 
a couple of its exhibits, although the hulk 
of the computer-based demos use models 
ranging from Arcs and A301Qs through to 
the Rise PC. There arc two categories of 
computer exhibit: those which arc about 


■ 




Acor 


Techniquest Exhibits Director Harry White 
contemplates the well-known problem of the 
leek, the sheep and the dragon. This exhibit is 
run by an A3 000. 

computers and what they can do, of which 
there are few; and those which use a com- 
puter to give the visitor an experience 
they could not otherwise have had, of 
which there are several. In the latter cases, 
it is the experience itself which is vital, 
and the presence of a computer may 
indeed be completely transparent to the 
user. 

Computer-based exhibits can be partic- 
ularly alienating, especially for adults, 
who fear that this is expensive equipment 
they might break. So Techniquest’ s com- 
puter exhibits are made hardy by hiding 


where needed, witn 
three push buttons, 
cept keyboard is used instead, but always 
the individual exhibit is custom-designed 
with its own appropriate user interface. 


TTee surgery 

So what do these exhibits actually do? 
Techniques:’ s first ever computer exhibit 
in 1986 was called Design A Tree . This 
was conceived by Techniquest Exhibits 
Director Harry White while Techniquest 
was in its first phase, and was used with a 
light pc n on a BBC micro. The current ver- 
sion runs on an A5O0O using a customised 
keypad on an TIC interface card. The visi- 
tor is able to choose six parameters which 
influence the growth pattern of their tree, 
then hit the ‘Grow' button and see the 
result. Essentially it is an exercise in frac- 
tals, Harry is fond of this exhibit, which 
he says ‘combines art and science in a 
meaningful way’. 

‘It’s rewarding when you speak to peo- 
ple a while after they’ve used this exhibit, 
to find that they now look at trees and 
confess to analysing them in terms of 
“branch angle” and so on,’ admits Harry. 

It is also a good example of why 


The history of Techniquest 

The fun has been going on for about ten years, and was set in motion by 
Professor BeetJestone, nowTechniquest's Director, but formerly 
Professor of Science Education at University College. Cardiff Since its 
early days, borrowing space in former Gas Board showrooms tn central 
Cardiff and funded by a grant from the Gatsby Charitable Foundation, to 
the opening in May this year of spacious, light new premises on the 
quayside at Pier Head, Techniquest has seen some 700,000 visitors pass 
through its doors - more than twice the population of Cardiff itself. 

Funding for the new building came from the European Regional 
Development Fundandthe Welsh Office. The new structure provides 
around 32,000 square feet of floor space, including over 160 hands-on 
exhibits, a science theatre, education laboratory, planetarium, discovery 
room and information centre, restaurant and shop. 


The full story of Techniquest' s progress from a short-term project to a 
profitable educational charity describes a mission of sorts; a labour of 
love for all those who have been involved. The secret of Techniquest's 
success is that it is fuelled by a powerful philosophy: its aim is to over- 
come the public's sense of alienation from the cold, hard world of 
science; its message is educational, not in a purely didactic sense, but in 
a way that enables people in an increasingly technological society. 

Take the example of Molly Parkin, the writer and broadcaster, who 
visited Techniquest in its early days and later reported that she felt suffi- 
ciently enabled to change the bag on her vacuum cleaner for the first 
time. This was not because she had seen an exhibit which instructed her 
how to do this, but because her visit had made her feel that such a task 
was within her grasp. 
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Techniquest 





When you think about it, science and 
technology are interwoven with a whole 
host of other subject areas. Take Media, 
for instance. The Out of the Blue demo is 
an idea borrowed from the Museum of the 
Moving Image in London, allowing par- 
ticipants to see themselves on screen, 
superimposed onto a video image of a 
flight around Cardiff Bay, just like 
Superman, simply by standing in front of 
a blue background. This uses an A3010 
with four 1IC interfaces to control the 
effects and a Rise PC with Computer 
Concepts’ Movie Magic card to play 
MPEG compressed video from a CD-ROM. 

Also falling within this category is the 
hands-on DTP demo, which allows visitors 
to try their hand at desktop publishing with 
a Calligraph direct drive laser printer to 
provide a fast printout for the user to take 
away. Or consider statistics: How Many 


at all at 
which has a vast number of 
g and informative exhibits 
structured from purely mechanical 
resources, which some might consider to 
be ample. But imagine trying to conduct 
this experiment using purely biological 
material: you'd be there forever. Design A 
Tree allows experimentation and displays 
results in a very short space of time, 
something that simply could not be 
achieved using the real thing. 


Robust technology 

Designing and developing the exhibits to 
be effective and attractive can be a long, 
complex task, Harry White explains that 
getting a program to work is roughly one 
third of the development process, with the 
remaining two thirds devoted to perfect- 
ing the user interface. This can be an 
ongoing exercise, and it is generally said 
that a new exhibit is not finished until it 



The reaction timer exhibit The Archimedes 
display with its scalable anti-aliased fonts is 
perfect for exhibits like this. 


Like Me? asks the visitor eight questions 
about themselves and records the data, then 
presents the user with statistics showing 
how many people share their characteris- 
tics, finally calculating how many visitors 
with exactly Lhe same combination of char- 
acteristics have used the exhibit. 

The implementation of computer tech- 
nology has led to the development of 
some very entertaining exhibits. 
Remember the old logic problem of get- 
ting the fox, the rabbit and the lettuce 
safely across the water in a small boat? 
Techniquest has brought this to life with a 
Welsh dragon, a sheep and a leek. As you 
are probably aw are, dragons are predators 
of sheep and cannot abide eating leeks. 
The visitor is encouraged to attempt vari- 
ous permutations, placing models of 
dragon, sheep and leek into appropriate 
slots either side of a "river', with sound 


has been up and running and working on 
the exhibition floor for three months. 
Harry quotes Sir Clive Sinclair on the 
Spectrum: ‘Of course they’re unreliable, 
they’re subjected to the most destructive 
force knowm to man: 1 1 year-old boys!’ 
But unlike Sinclair’s classics, Techniquest 
equipment does not have a reputation for 
being unreliable. Everything on display 
must be working. If it isn’t, it is removed 
straight away. 

Harry restates the Techniques! philoso- 
phy: Tf an exhibit is broken the visitor 
will initially blame himself, saying “1 
never could get on with science, even at 
school/' If more than one exhibit in the 
160 is not working Lhe visitor will go 
home saying, '"Half of them were broken 
anyway 1”’ Obviously, this would negate 
the whole raison d’etre of an establish- 
ment like Techniquest, striving for a 
rapprochement of Mr J Public with the 
broad spectrum of scientific disciplines. 

The range of subjects embraced by 
Teehni quest’s exhibits is astounding. 



The latest implementation of the Design a Tree exhibit uses fractal mathematics not just for the tree, 
but for the landscape and clouds as well 
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Techniquest 


TECHNIQUEST 


effects generated by two A3000s hidden 
below the platform which detect and 
indicate when one participant is about to 
have the other for supper. 

One of the displays in the new build- 
ing is called Pow ers of Ten. This is Harry 
W hite's latest ‘baby'. ‘For a long time I 
have admired the book and film Powers 
of Ten by the office of Ray Fames and 
Philip and Phyllis Morris,’ he explains. 
•It is a sequence of pictures starting at 
astronomical size with clusters of galax- 
ies, coming dpwn by factors of ten to an 
image of FaFth, then a specific conti- 
nent, country, region, building, person, 
person’s hand, cells in their skin and so 
on, down t0 atomic dimensions and pic- 
tures that^look surprisingly similar to 
the galactjgiones with which we started.' 
Sounds a little like an advert for Irish 
stout. There are 42 steps from 10 25 toj 
10 Techniquest has developed this dis-| 
play using a Rise PC with its own 
sequence of pictures on CD-ROM so that 
the user is in control and can zoom in or 
out at will. 


in 1988 with a gift of half-a-dozen 
ex-demo BBC Masters and a 
Domesday system. 

‘I was already pre-disposed 
towards Acorn because of the 
ease of interfacing the BBC, plus 
the speed of BBC BASIC. When 

think back to the j W 

Commodore PET and Apple 2 ; / 

and what you were having to 
program in those days, it's f 

absolutely terrifying!’ Harry I I 9 '= f 1 w||tt 

insists that Techniquest could 1 

not have developed the number 1 \ 

of exhibits it has in the time ^ | 

given without using Acorn 4 ^1 

machines. He feels that sourcing * 

items from the PC world would jf f ^ J 

be more impersonal, more \ y 1 f 

expensive, and, he fears, result f 

in equipment of lower quality. f 9 

In the Acorn industry, he gets f v I 

to speak to the developers them- « 

selves, and the software t I 

interfaces to the cards are , J S 

generally easy to use. E - r » 4\ , 1 

Phis is important as it helps *■ K 

bring new exhibits through the **91 

painstaking process faster, nSI 

which takes a demo from con- 
cept, through design and 

imnlerftentatioirt*Tuli opera- — . 

tional [ status. The three j 

influential factors remain the * 

ease of programming, the . 

inherent speed of the machine tight H* 1 

and the basic degree of common 

sense with which the Acorn is _ _ 

put together: ‘which is not univer- Break the light beams, and the Archimedes obligingly plays the 
sal in the computer world,’ Harry appropriate note - eat your heart out. Jean-Michel Jarre! 


acknowledges. ‘The Apple font system, 
for example, is a nightmare.’ 

This is a recurring sentiment on the 
professional scene: wherever customised 
practical applications are required. 
Acorn and the RISC processor score 
highly because of their versatility, speed 
and ease of programming. And if ever 
this were in doubt, a trip to Techniquest 
should give you the ev idence yon need. 

It cannot be stressed strongl} enough 
that Techniquest is a fantastic experi- 
ence for everyone. It has been quoted as 
‘ A marvellous place for all the family to 
play and learn together.’ It is not a 
showcase for Acorn computers per se, 
but a splendid example of the practical 
application of Acorns - and from 
Techniquest's point of view! the most 
important message that you'll take 
with you will be this: science u| fun! 

S Techniquest 
1222)475475 
Bookings: (01222) 475476 
Fax: (01222)482517 
F-mail: info@tquest.demon.co.uk 


Harry is indebted to fellow programmers Roland Cleaver and Joshua Goodall who have worked on 
many exhibits. 





Drives supplied with: demonstration CD-ROM, 
driver disc, voucher towards one-off CD-ROM 
Internal drives supplied w ith internal ca ble. | 

f, -c. , 

'Bronze' Parallel Double speed drive' 
Double speed, 275ms access, tray loading 
f external £ 169.36 (£199 Inc VAT I) 

'Silver' Double spe ed SCSI drive | 

WMktc /220ms access, tray loading 
in/effia! drive below £1 510/ external below £1 70 

'Gold' Quad speed SCSI drive 


techdl drive below £160 1 ^eternal available. 

m V. ’v. YX ’V T. •?*' \ ! 

'Platinum' 6x speed SCSI drives j 

145pns access, caddy, foading 
temat driv^s'belbw p 400, external available 

ASK ABOUT: CDFast, CD-ROM Towers, 
PRODUCING YOUR OWN CD-ROM 


All boards come with the Eesox Pressure Tool 
for Artworks worth £ 39.Q0 1 

s 4 v . • «. s'* j r - *• zs : . 

| Pressure-sensitive: 

ArtPad £ 159.00 A3 size .£ 799.00 


A2size. £1599.00 


i * ’ 

sm 


EfcSs A3 size 


j 


Digital drawing board 


Eesox Tel/fax: (01223) 264242 
email: eesox@cityscape.co.uk 
www, http://www.gold.net/users/ej74/ 
All prices exclude VAT and postage 




I t's easy to 

^ understand ^ 
why Longman 
Logotron software is the 
first choice for so many. For 
over 10 years we have 
provided 

easy-to-use '\ r 
Jd software for 

children and y 
im teachers. There is W 
M something for ^ 
** everyone: Acorn 
RISC OS or PC 
Windows; disc or 
CD-ROM; A" 
Ljk software for all j m 
\ ages and 
W. : \ abilities. / 


Logo, 

Modelling 


CD-ROM 


Simulation 

software 

supporting 

BBC TV 


Databandling, 

Datalogging, 


Art dr Desigt 
Multimedia, 


processors. 


Music DTP 


Meeting your real needs across the National Curriculum. 


Please send me 

New CD -Rom Catalogue 
Software for Schools Catalogue 
Information on new releases 

Name 

Organisation 

Address 


□ 

C 

□ 


Postcode 


B33SB3SE 


124 Cambridge Science Park, Milton Road, 
Cambridge, CB4 4ZS 
Tel: (01223) 425558, Fax (01223) 425349 




TYM LECKEY 


Animation 



Y abba dabba doo, Tm king 
of the jungle too! Why, 
you might ask? Well, I’ve just 
spent the last couple of weeks 
making moving pictures on my 
Acorn computer. 

Quite simply, animation in 
the traditional sense relies on 
an initial 'great idea' devel- 
oped into a series of freehand 
drawings, each slightly altered, 
so that when they are placed 
sequentially (as in a flick- 
book) and displayed, there is 
an illusion of movement when 
viewed. Computers are the 
ideal medium and time-saving 
device for the animator 



because an original drawing 
can be copied, altered, saved 
onto disc and then played back 
on the screen. 

Two software packages 
treating animation in com- 
pletely different ways are Joia 
Software’s The Complete 
Animator and Minerva 
Software’s Prime Mover , So 
it’s lights, action sound and 
here we go. 

The Complete 
Animator 

It is no boast that this is a 
'complete* animation package 


in every sense, concealing a 
whole wealth of sophisticated 
but user-friendly features 
underneath its excellent user 
interface. 

In fact what you are really 
getting for your money is an 
integrated creative suite of 
drawing, sound, text and ani- 
mation tools. Even the excel- 
lent guidebook and video 
supplied with the software are 
designed to introduce anima- 
tion as a fun activity, without 
being too technical. This 
approach will win the team at 
Iota many friends. 



Getting started 

Once loaded onto the icon bar 
the software positively encour- 
ages you to experiment, and 
more importantly you don’t 
need the book to begin with. 
Right from the start, The 
Complete Animator can be 
configured to suit your own 
preferences using Choices 
which include Standard, 
Junior or Custom 
options. There is even a 
set-up box for a 
ucnlock board so that 
your animated master- 
pieces can be recorded 
onto videotape. Create 
allows you to adjust the size 
of your film, which is set 
as a quarter of the screen 
by default. Grabbing from 
scanners or the screen is also 
available here. 


Key features 

The Toolbox is the verti- 
cal column of easily 
recognisable icons 
down the left- 
hand side of the 
viewer screen. 
Each one has a 


clear specific use. For example 
you use the Pencil and 
Paintcan, with the help of the 
useful Eraser, to design your 
ideas on the viewer screen, A 
Snapshot (camera) is used to 
capture areas of the screen, or 
directly from other applica- 
tions such as scanners or digi- 
tisers, and the Stamp Picker 
can be used to Hip, resize and 
rotate your cutouts. The stamps 
also contains some excellent 
pre-loaded pictures including 
background scenes, astronauts, 
walking legs, mouths .and 
speech hubbies. The Text tool 
can be used to create titles for 
your work. 

The Play tools at the bottom 
of the viewer screen control 
the motion of the film includ- 
ing forward, rewind and speed 


(shown by a slider bar with a 
tortoise and hare symbol!). 
Frames can easily be duplicat- 
ed and added, and a 'film strip’ 
shows the frame number cur- 
rently being viewed - this can 
be smoothly dragged back- 
wards and forwards with the 
mouse. 

In-betweening and Ghosting 
buttons give you die opportu- 
nity to view three consecutive 
frames as if they were drawn 
on tracing paper, a very useful 
design aid. There is even a 
range of fade options available 
including slides, wipes and 
slats, which are excellent for 
those subtle changes from 
image to text. 

Films can be created in any 
screen mode from two colours 
to 16 million, and can be saved 


Toolbar 


Main design window 



Palette 


Animation controls 


The Complete Animator's main window 
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in lota, Ace, Replay and sprite 
format; the soundtrack can 
even be saved separately if 
required. There is also an 
excellent Print option that 
arranges all your frames neatly 
on one page, which can also be 
saved in Draw file format if 
required. So now you can pro- 
duce your own customised 
flick- books from your print- 
outs. 

The Sound Picker not only 
lets you listen to all the won- 
derful sampled sounds already 
available, but also gives you 
the option to drop them into 
the viewer screen to add that 
extra dimension to the anima- 
tion. You can create your own 
sounds by either dragging in 
sample files or by using an 
Oak Recorder. Sound editing 
facilities are included for con- 
trolling the length, stereo posi- 
tion, pitch and volume of each 
sample. Using sounds adds that 
extra dimension to your films 
and is a brilliant introduction 
to multimedia. 

Practical uses 

The Complete Animator can be 
used for a wide range of differ- 
ent purposes, at home, work, 
or in the classroom, and is suit- 
able for all ages. It is ideal as a 
multimedia tool and can be 
used to create instructional 
films to fit a whole range of 
different purposes. 

It makes you think about the 
animation process by combin- 
ing art, sound and animation 
together. This is an exciting 
learning experience. What 
more can I say: it is the defini- 
tive animation package for 
Acorns. 



You can save your film out as sprites in a Draw file from The Complete 
Animator , 


Prime Mover 

Prime Mover is an interesting 
animation package, based on 
sequential sprites moving in 
real time along a path set 
against a backdrop picture. The 
software and rather loo-techni- 
cal guidebook assume that you 
are familiar with both the 
Acorn environment and more 
than the basics of animation, 
but it does support Acorn’s 
interactive Help application. 
Before you start, it is worth 
loading the demo film showing 
a walking man and flying but- 
terfly, This explains the princi- 
ple on which everything 
moves. 

Getting started 

To begin with your ideas must 
be worked out in a paint pack- 
age, Firstly, consider a starting 


Comparison table 

The Complete Animator 

1 . FI i tk-book a n i mato r wi t h a com p reh ensi ve set of 
art and sound tools. 

2. Includes a colourful, dear, descriptive guidebook 
and instructional video full of ideas. 

3. Animation is frame based with a range of special 
effects such as fades and wipes. 

4. Films can be saved in Replay, lota, Ace and sprite 
formats and all the frames in the film can be 
saved and printed as a set of Draw files. The 
sound samples can even be saved, 

5. Clear tool b ox i nte rf a ce wit h large se If - 
explanatory icons, 

6. Plenty of scenes, faces, walking figures and films 
included with the software for you to play with. 

7. Film speed is controlled simply by slider bars or, 
more accurately, through the menu. 

8 I ntu iti ve an i mati on software for a 1 1 sea sons and 
age groups. 


Prime Mover 

1. Sprite animator, but you must design your 
sequence in a paint package beforehand. 

2 . Guide book is com p reh ensi ve, b ut rath er too 
technical and fails to describe the animation 
process dearly, 

3. Animation is very smooth, defined in terms of 
time rather than frames, and is played back in real 
time lasting from five seconds to many hours. 

4. Films can be saved as a Prime Mover file, Ace and 
sprite format. 

5 . Rather complicated interface with too many 
small unclear buttons. 

6. One demo film is Included with the software 
with a limited amount of data, 

7. Extra me ly accu rate t i m i n g a nd m o ve ment 
facilities, 

8. Rather inflexible animation software, but works 
well with digitised images. 
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REVIEW 


REVIEW 


Animation 



Main film window, showing the 
paths that animated sprites follow 


Toolbar 


Time ruler 


Prime Mover allows you to design a path for animated sprites to move 
along. 


point: perhaps a drawing of a 
butterfly with the wing in dif- 
ferent positions, or a figure 
walking. 

This requires practice, and 
perhaps a few preparatory real 
drawings in a sketchbook is a 
good idea. As long as you end 
up with three movement 
sprites plus that all-important 
backdrop all saved onto disc, 
you are ready to begin using 
Prime Mover. 

Key features 

The Main Film window (for 
animation playback) and Time 
Ruler window appear when 
Prime Mover is selected on the 
icon bar. Sprites can be 
dragged into the Main Film 
window, but make sure they 
are clearly numbered: back- 
drop. flyl, fly 2 and fly 3 for 
example. They are stored in 
the Film Sprite window in 
preparation for your animation. 
Here you can edit the sprites in 
different ways including creat- 
ing transparent masks (useful 
for moving objects), rotating 
and trimming. It also allows 
sprites to be exported back into 
an art package if required. 

Sprites can then be dragged 
from the Film Sprite window 
into the Main Film window. 
Now comes the clever bit: 
another window called the 
Film Animate window turns 
your series of butterfly sprites 
into a moving animation. To 
do this you select the sprites 
required using the Adjust 
mouse button and drag them 
into the Film Animate window. 
After typing in a filename, 
your butterfly or fish starts to 
move in a small window. 
These moving pictures arc 


referred to as ‘animates 1 , and 
can be saved separately and 
used in different films. Drag 
your clever moving image onto 
your backdrop in the main 
window and you can now set a 
path for it to move along. 

The button bar controls are 
visible above the main film 
window. Red square markers 
in the display show the posi- 
tions of each of the objects at 
different times in the film. 
Blue lines can easily be created 
in between the red markers to 
denote the ‘paths’ the objects 
will follow (called motions). 


Circular red markers can be 
created for changes in direc- 
tion, called a ‘step’ in the man- 
ual. So basically, the square 
markers finish the motion and 
the round markers are the 
intermediate ones that can be 
edited. Once your path has 
been designed, press play and 
hey presto! Your animated 
sprite will glide across the 
screen. This is the exciting bit, 
but it does take a little while to 
get there. 

The Film Ruler window is 
always visible at the bottom of 
the Main Film window and 
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Prime Mover's Film Sprite window holds all the sprites used in an animation. 


contains small green time 
markers and red markers indi- 
cating when a selected motion 
begins, ends or changes direc- 
tion. These can be adjusted to 
suit your time or movement 
requirements. The animation 
playback is incredibly smooth 
and realistic so that in the 
demo film the man walks 
across the screen pursued by a 
butterfly. The final film can he 
saved as a Prime Mover film, 
or as an Ace film for anything 
up to five seconds long: after 
that it consumes a fair bit of 
memory. 

Practical uses 

Prime Mover requires a certain 
amount of forward planning 
before it's up and running, and 
it is a pity the guidebook does 
not explain this more fully. 
There are certain assumptions 
made regarding the skill level 
of the user, and I certainly 
would not describe it as ‘an 
animator for all ages and abili- 
ties'. 

Films created basically con- 
tain moving objects following 
a path within a backdrop. 
While 1 did not find cartoon 
animation particularly exciting 
using Prime Mover , it is good 
fun floating digitised images 
on top of one another at differ- 
ent speeds. These results were 
both arty and experimental and 
could be downloaded onto 
video tape through a genlock 
board. If you have patience 
you will Find that Prime Mover 
is a unique package and 1 am 
sure it wall win friends in , 
some quarters, /lU 


Product 

details 

Product: The Complete 
Animator 

Supplier: lota Software 
Tel: (01223) 566789 
Price: £84,26 + VAT 

Product: Prime Mover 
Supplier: Minerva Software 
Tel: (01392) 437756 
Price: £49,95 +VAT 
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AUTHORISED 

REPAIR 

CENTRE 

We offer aFREE quotation on 
your Acorn or any peripheral 
(monitor* printersettJ.Adtlivery 
tariff of just £5.00 i s c h arged or 
alternatively you can visit our 
showroom. We canalsoarraiygea 
courier pi dcup at an additional cost 
of £1100. 




*HOW TO ORDER DELIVERY TARIFFS 

Order fay telephone quoting your credit • Software standard delivery £1.66 

'■ “mji #2-3 Week Days £2.51 

BHputer centre" • Next Week Day £4.2 1 

Per order, not per item . 
Delivery subject to stock 
SHOWROOM ADDRESS: • Please add VAT @ 17.5% 

DEPT ACU t • Large showroom with parking 

UNIT3 t ARMLEYPARKCQURT, • Mu Id-million pound company 
STANNIJVGLEY RD, 0 Overseas orders taken 

LEEDS* LSI 2 2AE, § Educational purchase orders welcome 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

Mon - Sat 9:30 - 5:30 Sun 11-4 

Phw check our latest prices before ordering. AN oiks are 
subject to out 1 standard semis A unAunsftcpy ataibhlt 
upon request). EftOE. 


Telephone 0 I 13231944 

24 HOUR MAIL ORDER SERVICE FAX: 01 1323 1 9191 
NE W! B B S Mode m sa les ft tech nical I in e Tel 01 13231 1422 
E-Mail sales@firstcom.demon.eo.uk 


card number, 
please make p 
"FIRST O 
In any correspondence please quote 
a phone number & post code. Allow 5 
working days cheque clearance. 


SW/TCH 


ARCHIMEDES 


CD-ROM DRIVES & CD ROM TITLES 


Late Night Opening 
Wednesday & Thursday 
Until 7s30 


Prices Listed are for Cash, 
Cheque or Credit Card 


PC600 5 Mb & AKF60 £ 1 294.00 
PC6005Mb& AKF8S £ 1 544.00 
PC6009Mb& AKP60 £ 1 594.00 
PC600 9Mb & AKF85 £ 1 844.00 
I Extra Case Slice £99 . 00 

1 i 6 Bit Sound Cord £60. 00 

| PC Cord 486sx * £99.00 

When ordered with RiftPC 


■I MMHMBMHMM 

Special Offer 
A30 1 0 Action Pack 
£199.00 

or with AKF52 Monitor 
£410.00 

While stocks Last 

Mtmmnflamnasnmiin 


PC-Card 

Come <£ See it in oct/on 


We Operate Acom Assist 

0 %& Low Rote Fin once ovoi/obie 

Detoj/s ova if ob/e on request 

(Teacherr/Lecturer* or Concerned PorentrJ 


A30 1 0 Early Years 
A30!OE/Yrs& AKF52 
430/0 Learning Curve 
A30I GUC&AKF52 
A3G20FD& AKF52 
A302D HD80 & AKF52 
A4Q00HD&AKF52 

1 2 MomhsOivSh^ Maintenance 


£315-00 

£490.00 

£315.00 

£490.00 

£675.00 

£810.00 

£835.00 

£25.49 


ADDITIONAL SOFTWARE PACKS 


I Early Years £42-00 

I Pack contains Scire Write (Wordproeessing). Talking Storibs 
| Dori-j. the- D&tty Dofl. A Monse »n Holland. Explore with 
1 Paint Pot 


I flossy frog & I 

I Home Office Pack 


Learning Curve Pack £42.00 

Pl<k Contjiinjof PC Emulator (Rcquirti 2HB ) 

Ato rnAd vs nte{ War d proce ss or ,Sp reidshert , Da t a bis t 
Graphs ft Charts. 


£85.00 


I Pack ■: .j i: : ir'i i Easiwicer, DatafHJwer, Piped ream 4, 
I PC Ermflaior ft DftDOS. 


S upraj ^MJt Modem 288 


NEW Super fast ! 
V34,28,800 bps* 
14,400 Fax 


C d i t o r ' s I 

Choice 
Computer I 

h i - r J if n 9 j | 


only £1 77.00 gg^g; 

S uprag -MJiModem v.32bis 

14400 bx utf, V.irblsrJlrlltlirVIHVlIMKPl.SiV.jtl.'V+llb-ij, Class I 
ft 2 command!, 9$Qg.'J -MOO Group 3 ra>£. Includes free comm* fnoi 
F.ish ; r..,v ft cable. t<<rllpni perTbrmefice.ilili modem should be or 
b very one a shurtiliE "..Computer Shopper April f* 

only £132.00 © V J : 

S uprag aMXModem I44LC 

dui I only £ no alpha, numeric display. 

only £82.00 

come with com ms !lw & cables 

year 
if r arty 
Approved 

V34 

FAX 

Only £125.00 
Cotiner^Dual5tafxUrdVJ4 
only £279-00 (Limited offer) 

Acorn Modem Cable £& $Q 


Rise PC - Internal 

CAA300S (IDE) Limited Offer £165.00 

CAA300ia(lDE) with Audio Miiier ft An.milCD £217,00 
300i to 300 la Upgrade £60.00 

Cum ana Indigo CAA40I (SCSI) £194.00 

Cimra Cfen- External (Parallel) 
Limited Offer £179,00 


All Acorn Machines - External 

Cumana Oscar (Parallel) 
Limited Offer £179.00 
Cumana Bravo (Parallel 
Port or SLCD) £249,00 


Please specify machine when ordering 

(Add £50.00 for ProArtban 2 CD) 


CD Software Aeum 
Artworks 

Artworks Clipart 1 cuT 
Cars-Mathsin Motion 
Childrens Mieropc-dla 
Creepy Crawlles 
Died on ary /Living World 
Goldilocks 
Granny's Garden 
Hutchinsons End 
Oxford Reading Tree 
PD CD I (Rise PC comp) 

PDC D 2 (Rise PC comp) 
Photobase Landscapes 
Space Encydopediii 
Understsndinjfthe Body 


£129.00 

£18.00 

£50.00 

£75.00 

£47.50 

£47.00 

£39.00 

£30.00 

£45.00 

£39.00 

£2S,09 

£25.52 

£47.50 

£32,00 

£43.00 


CD Software PC 

fte-qtiPfli PC Card firth iMb MM) 


Wifi n 
MicOiOft Titles 
Bookshelf 9S 
Dinosaurs 
Encarta95 
Golf 

MSDQS6.22& Windows 
Window^ for Workgroups 
WoritsVi for Windows 


Chambers Dictionary 
Complete Guide to Dr 


mgs 


Compfctt! Guide /Symptoms £17.00 


Gui ness Book of Records 
Mayo Clinic 
Red Shift Astronomy 
£44.00 StMeoGraniWcjtltsh^ 

£33.00 
£32.00 Gaiies 
£19.00 DiscWodd 
£69,00 Eyeaf the Beholder 
£44.00 Falcon Gold ElightfSim Comp 
£23,00 IndianalonesftFate of Atlantis 
PoliceQuest 
Space Quest Collection 
£31.00 Ringworld 
£17.00 Return to Ringworf d 


£11.00 

£15.00 

£23.00 

£26.00 

m,oo 


Return to Ringworl 
Secret (j(Mi)nkty Isk 


£29,00 

£13.00 

£26.00 

£15.00 

£13.00 

£29.00 

£ 22.00 

£30.00 

£17.00 


DISK SOFTWARE 


summi 

SIMMS taken in Part -ex I , 

Call for details 

RiscPC 2Mb £68 00^^* 


EnlertaifimerrtSoftware __ _ . 

CH7Q FTTFwnniila20Q0 

£22.70 Game&i! 

£22.70 Global Effect 
£20 50 Haunted House 
£ 1 9 5 0 Lemmings/Mone (Rise PC) 
£16,50 MagfoPodcets 
£27 03 Playit Again Saml'lorlll 
£t650 Sal/yantfWally 
£22,70 Saloon Cars Deluxe 
£20^00 Sensiale Soccer 

£22 9? 2000 {ASOOD} 

£2978 SimCity2000 (RtscPC) 

£20 SO SimonuieSercerer 

£18,30 Star Fighter 2000 


BindsofWar 
SJackArrad 
Break IfTi'Superpool 
Bum Out 
Cannon Fodder 
Carnage 
Crystal Maie 
CyberApe 
Cylrtr Chess 
Diggers 
DM 
E-Type 2 
Elite 
FtteSke 
Flashback 


£20.00 ImpressionStyle 
£8.51 1 m pro Bilan Publisher 
£27.50 Sibelius 6 
£ 16.50 Titfer 
£22.81 Touch Typing 
£16.70 Turbo DriverBji'Eps/H P 
£ 18.66 * Please Specify Printer 
£20.42 

£21.50 Educational Software 
£17.50 1 071 0 Dinosaurs 
£19.50 1 on 0 DrivingTest 
£28.00 10, r 10 Early Essentials 
£29.70 10/10 English 
£27.80 KVlOFrench 


Rise PC 2Mb 
RisePC 4Mb 
RiscPC 8Mb 
RisePC 16Mb 
RiscPc VRAM 2Mb 
With 1Mb Trade in 
A3 000 I Mb to 2Mb 
A30IO 1Mb to 2Mb 
A3OI0 2Mb to 4Mb 
A3020 to 4Mb 
A40O0 to 4Mb 
A50O0 2Mb to 4Mb 


£68 00 
£ i 08.00 
£2 19.00 
£346.00 
£1 59 00 
£1 19,00 
£56 00 
£37.00 
£8 9.0 0 
£82 50 
£82.50 
£82.50 


ACORN SPARES 


Awm Mouse (Original) £25,50 

A50O0/A4OOO Replacement Drive £69.50 
£86,00 
£ 86.00 
£69.50 
£74,04 
£4500 


A3020 Replacement Drive 
A30 I0 Replacement Drive 
A3 OM Replacement Drive 
RiscOS3.l1 Full upgrade 
RiscOS 3. 1 1 no manuals 

Fitting Service Available 


£22.55 I0/IO Junior Essentials 
£21 .00 10/10 Maths (Algebra) 
£16.50 1 0/ 1 0 Maths f N umbers) 
£21.27 I0/I0 Maths (Statistics) 


£16.50 10/ ! 0 Spelling 
TadgerTrails 


The Real McCoy 2,3 ur 4 
Time Machine 
Virtual Golf 
Wavelength 

Wallenstein 3D £22.98 Bad„ 

Application Software Chrystal Rain Forest 

Acom C++ £179.00 French LeamingSeries 

Art Comm 2 £46.00 Oxford R-'TreeStagel 

Arc Fax 1, 12 £29.79 Oxford FVTnee More 

ArctemiT £56.50 OxfordR/TrtuStagC‘3 

Artworks 1.54 £120.83 Rosfo 4Nm(Sneet:es) 

Hearsayll £64.50 Rusie&jimi[DLKk) 

Home Accounts £27,00 Talking AnimatecfAJphabct 


£71.00 
£1 19,00 
£134.00 
£77,00 
£29.50 
£40.00 


£16.50 
£16.50 
£16.50 
£16.50 
£16.50 
£16,50 
£16.50 
£16.50 
£16.50 
£16.56 
£33.30 
£32,77 
£ 16,60 
£35.00 
£35.00 
£35.00 
£ 10.00 
£ 10.00 
£26.00 


Amazing new graphics tablet for the 
Acom Range of computers. Software 
developed by First Computer Centre. 
Works with all major software. Rated 
1 00?= in Amiga Computing. 

£68.08 

Specreff Bulk price s for EducatiorraJ 
Establishments 

Works on A30I0 Series onwards 


Only 


3.5" DISKS I | HARD DRIVES 


QTY 


Bulk DD 

No Labels 


£2.97 
£1 3.6 I 
£25.52 
£1 01.27 


Bulk HD 

No Labels 


£3,40 
£15,3 I 
£28.93 
£ I 14-89 


Labels available 

50 @ £0.85 (00 @ £1,70 

SO0@£5.9S 1000 @£8.S0 


A3Q01A4QQJA50QQ 3 . 5 ” Drives 
I IDE Card (A300yA400)£ 6 9 . 0 0 
260Mb 3.5" £1 12.00 

420Mb 3.5" £129.00 

S^OMb 3.S" £ I 37.00 

AS 000 Needs2nd HD Kit £17.00 


EPSON 


PRINTERS All our printers come with ri bb on/ton er* paper & cables/.' 


Canon 

iNEWfCanon BJ30 £174.46 

I r quaNty output. Lirjt boWcr 

I NEW.'Canon BJC70 Colour £ 2 S 5 . 3 I 
NEW.'Canon BJ200ox £ I 95.74 

I J pijt a min ipctd, prr 

Canon BJC4000 Col £255.31 

I colour Jn.tililr jet From Canon. Exct-llcnt quality 

| NEW.'Canon BJCiOOeCol £374.46 

m Colour bubble jet. E*eoltont ^uarlty 


QTY 

Branded DD 
With Labels 

Branded HDj 
With Labels] 

1 0 

50 

100 

500 

£4.25 

£16.16 

00.63 

£121,69 

£5.10 

£22.12 

£40.84 
£162,54 | 


SIZE 

A3Q20 

* A30GQ 

^ A30I0 

80Mb 

127Mb 

250Mb 

400Mb 

£93.61 

£119,14 

£162,00 

£217,00 

£152.61 
£178. 14 
£22 LOO 
£276.00 

£152-61 

£178.14 

£221.00 

£276.00 


£ 102.12 

£178.72 

£204.25 


CITIZEN 


Epson LX300 Colour 

f Pin ID Column tOlovr 

LQI50 Colour 

14 Pin Drift II <h cm, LQ7ttp» 

Stylus 800 + 

48 Knrxlr i-ifcjrt JtD- u 360 dpi (mu) 1 DAihtit fr-rdcr 

Sty f us Color £378.71 

Colour fokjet. 360 « JMtfpf. TlB H JJ0(on ifnckal pa|«r} 

|B I HEWLETT^ 
wiWM PACKARD 

HP 320 Portable £200.00 

NEW.' HPS40 Mono £234.03 

NEW? HP66Q Colour £3 3 1,9 1 

even falter than rl.r HPSSflCJ All HP printen («mt wilt a 1 


Citizen printers have a 2 year guarantee 

[ABC Colour printer £124.25 

■In (Hintlrj u H 17 *1 ABC- «mpl*!ti with SO Shcti mtn 
. .. .«t lii-t-der 

NEW/ Projet II Col £22 1.29 

I new itvkjet pritiO'r wUb built In auco sheet feeder 

Printer Stands (Universal) £4,25 


Turbo Driver for Canon HP - Epson 
Please Specify £39,00 wiih primer 


Star LC90 Mono £87.65 

Star LCI00 Colour £103.82 

StarLC240 Mono £100.42 

Star LC240 Col £114.89 

Star SJ 144 Col Thermal £204.25 

Stuming alfortl.abEe colour printer. 3 PPM, low running wiU 


MIDI Cable* 


Easy Install IDE Card 
Available seperately £65.00 

Artworks Made Easy Book 614.9 5 

Wimp Program, for AIP Book 6 I 2. SO 
BBC Basic Manual £18. SO 

Beginners Guide to Wimp Buuk £12,50 


prinTerconsumables 


RIBBONS 

Citizen ABC/Swift mono £4-2 5 

Citizen ABC/Swift Colour £11.91 

Star LC90 mono £4.25 

Star LC 1 00 mono £3.14 

Star LC200 mono £4,25 

Star LC 100 colour £6.80 

Star LC2O0 colour £1 f,00 

Star LC24-30 mono £7,65 

Star LC24Q mono £5-10 

Star LC240C mono £7.23 

Star LC240C colour £11,91 

Re-ink Spray for mono ribbons £10.20 
DUST COVERS 

Canon SJ200 £5-10 

Canon BJC6O0 £5,10 

Citizen SwiftfABC £5.10 

HP 50O/S50/5 I 0 £5,95 

Star LC240 £5,10 

Star LC24'3O0/30/l 00/200 £5.10 

Acorn A3OI0 £5 95 

Acorn RisePC & AKF6Q £11.91 

AKF 12/ 17/30/40 Monitor £5,95 


, Stif.Citlicn ft many 

£5,95 I 
£1 1 .06 
£1 7.00 
£23.82 
£21,27 


PREMIER Ink Refills 

uvt j fortune in running costs with your inkfbuM 
jet. C-.nipiiLhlr with HP, Canon , 
others. 

single refills (22ml) 

Twin refills (44ml) 

Three colour kit (66ml) 

Full colour kit (BBml) 

Bulk refills (125ml) 

Cartridges 
Canon BJIO cartridge 
Double life 500 cartridges 
HP55O/500 Colour cartridge 
Star SJ48 cartridge 
Star SJI44 cartridge (Single) 

Star 5JJ44 morto/colour (3 pack) £18,71 
Miscellaneous 

Printer Switch Box 2 way £ l 1 .06 I 

Printer Switch Box 3 way £17. 00 

3 Metre printer cable £5,95 

5 Metre printer cable £7.65 

10 metre printer cable £1 1.06 | 


Disk Boxes 
10 Capacity Disk Box 
50 Capacity Disk Box 
100 Capacity Disk Bax 


£ 16.16 

£23.82 

£23.81 

£16.16 

£6.80 


£0,84 

£3.40 

£4.67 










REVIEW 


Software preview 


T he only two contenders in the top-end 
desktop publishing market are 
Ovation and Impression, and for most 
people Impression has had the edge ever 
since it was re-released as Impression 11 
some years ago. Ovation has always had a 
sound following, but since the release of 
impression Style and Publisher it has 
been, effectively, behind. 

You will be glad to know, then, that 
Ovation Pro is a completely re-written 
version of Ovation , and when it is 
released it will offer a significant number 
of advantages over Impression Publisher, 
though some important features are being 
saved for a second release, Beebug is aim- 
ing Ovation Pro at Publisher users, and is 
even planning a similar price tag, around 
£165, but a final comparison will, obvi- 
ously, have to wait until Ovation Pro is 
released. What can be said, even at this 
early stage, is that Ovation Pro will give 
Computer Concepts something to think 
about if it is to remain the market leader 
i n A corn desktop pu blishing. 

The user interface 

The first thing that strikes you about 
Ovation Pro is that the user interface has 
been thought out from scratch. Along 
with your standard document window arc 
three attached windows: the toolbox, 
which at first glance looks a bit like the 
one in Draw ; the info palette, which is 
initially attached to the bottom of the 
main window and contains familiar items 
such as alignment hutLons, local effects 
and font names, though the information 
shown changes depending on what tool is 
selected in the toolbox; and the button 
bar, which is positioned inside the lop of 
the window, like Impression's tool bar, 
and has various buttons for save, cut, 
paste, undo and so on. 

The toolbox and info palette can be 
moved around, a bit like the toolbox in 
ArtWorks, and can even be made to stay 
fixed. The button bar is always present at 
the top of the main window (assuming 
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Frame creation is very flexible, and you can have rotated text, 
multiple columns in frames, and irregular frames. 
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Ovation Pro's range of effects is very comprehensive indeed, and 
all effects can be used in styles. 

you want it to be shown), and you can 
customise exactly what appears on it. The 
most obvious application of this is to tai- 
lor the package for use with children or 
classes, but the way this customisation 
works is quite amazing, and shows just 
how well thought-out the design of 
Ovation Pro really is. 

Each button is given a name, a function 
and, optionally, a sprite. The function can 
be anything from a whole language which 
is built into Ovation: if s a bit like C, and 
is very easy to use. 

You can do exactly the same with any 
keypress - so you could define Ctrl -Shi ft- 
A to insert your address, if you wanted - 
and you can define any keypress to * per- 
form 7 another keypress. The upshot of 
this is that if, for example, you don’t like 
that fact that F3 brings up 
a save box, you could 
define Ctrl-S to do this 
instead. Interestingly, this 
enables you to produce a 
key map file that will 
make Ovation* s keys the 
same as Impression s - or, 
indeed, any other pack- 
age’s - so reducing the 
already shallow learning 
curve considerably. 

Creating pages in 
Ovation Pro 

Ovation Pro is a frame- 
based desktop publisher, 
which means you have to 
create frames into which 
pictures and text can be 


placed. Frame creation in 
Ovation is more flexible and 
powerful than any desktop 
publisher 1 have ever seen. 

Both text and picture 
frames - no distinction is 
made when creating frames 
- can be rectangular, ellipti- 
cal or polygonal, and the 
shapes remain fully editable 
throughout, even when text 
or pictures are placed inside. 
The nearest parallel in the 
Acorn world is drawing 
objects in Draw : frames act 
just like closed paths in 
Draw, so points can be 
moved, added and deleted; 
bezier curves can be created 
and edited; and line segments can be con- 
verted between curved and straight. There 
are almost no limitations to the shape of 
frame created. 

As if the frame editing features werenT 
flexible enough, there are two more 
* frames * associated with each frame, 
namely the inset and the stand-off frames. 
These define how text is repelled on the 
inside and outside of the frame respec- 
tively, and most of the time you can leave 
these frames alone, instead setting inset 
and stand-off to be a uniform distance 
inside or outside the frame. However, 
these frames can be edited, so you can 
repel texl in exactly the way you want on 
both sides of frames. 

You can also rotate, re-size and move 
frames easily, but the advantage over 
Impression is that you can rotate text 
frames as well as picture frames: the text 
rotates with it and remains totally 
editable. In fact. Impression can only cre- 
ate rectangular text frames, whereas 
Ovation can create any shape of text 
frame you want, so this is one area where 
Ovation has a definite edge. Another use- 
ful advantage of Ovation is that you can 
select more than one frame - by dragging 
a box over a range of frames, if you wish 
- but you can still change attributes such 
as the border and background colour, 
w hich is impossible in Impression. 

Text frames can also be defined to con- 
tain more than one text column, with vari- 
able guttering between columns. This 
speeds up the automatic creation of news- 
paper-type layouts considerably. Another 
useful drawing feature is the creation of 




Software preview 



Beebug is nearing completion of its latest desktop 
publisher, Ovation Pro. Mark Moxon took a look at a 
late alpha version, and liked what he saw. 


lines, something Impression still doesn't 
do. These can be created in exactly the 
same way as frames, but don't have to be 
closed, and are most useful for creating 
arrows and gutter lines. 

Text, styles and effects 

Ovation Pro implements style attributes - 
bold, italic, alignment, font and SO on - by 
using local effects, and by using named 
styles. For those who aren't familiar with 
this system, a style is simply a collection 
of effects - bold, Trinity text at 12pt, for 
example - that is given a name and is 
applied anywhere within the document. If 
the definition of that style is changed, 
then all the occurrences are updated to 
reflect the style's new definition. 

Ovation scores over Impression in a 
couple of aspects. In both packages a style 


Other features 

* Spelling checker and thesaurus. 

* Drag and drop text editing. 

* OLE support. 

* Built-in Chars application. 

* Single shift font change: press FtO to shift 
the font to your choice for one character, 
useful for Dingbats characters. 

* Retro-active master pages: change the 
master page, and it changes in the docu- 
ment 

* Virtual memory handling large graphics 
using in-house OPI. 

* Uses dynamic memory so documents can 
exceed 32Mb, 

* Show invisibles like carriage returns and 
labs, 

* Ruler guides for accurate aligning of 
frames, 

* Page grid for accurate frame creation. 

* Frame border width can be specified. 

* Frame linking can be edited easily, 

* Snap to frame, ruler guides or page grid. 

* Embedded frames. 

* Text and picture import filters. 

* Supports interactive help. 


can be applied to .selected text, or it can be 
defined to apply itself to entire para- 
graphs. However, in Ovation you can also 
define styles to apply to words, with obvi- 
ous advantages. Another good point for 
Ovation is that anything you can define in 
a style - rule offs, reverse text and so on - 
can also be used as a local effect, which is 
not always the case with Impression , 
notably in paragraph spacing. 

The info palette is the easiest place 
from which to apply effects, but it does a 
lot more than show what effects are in 
place, like Impression's. The palette is 
context-sensitive, so it changes depending 
on what is being edited. 

There isn’t much to say about styles 
and effects: both Ovation and Impression 
have a similar range of effects and a simi- 
lar style system, though Ovation includes 
text skewing and rotation, plus more con- 
trol over underlining. Ovation also has the 
advantage that all the effects can be 
accessed from one dialogue box. 

Multiple undo 

Ovation has one huge advantage over 
Impression - it has an undo facility. It is a 
multiple-level undo, the depth of which 
depends on a user-defined memory setting 
for the buffer, and it 
works well. Anyone 
who has used 
Impression much 
will appreciate how 
useful undo and redo 
are. 

There's also a 
complete colour sys- 
tem, with named 
colours, tints and so 
on. There is even a 
Pantonedike system 
that is user-defin- 
able. 

Ovation also has a 
pasteboard at each 
side of a page so you 
can move objects off 
and onto the page 
at will, like in 
ArtWorks. Its size is 


definable and, of course, it doesn't affect 
the printout. 

Word spacing can be controlled more 
effectively than in Impression , and its use 
is like in Quark. You can tell Ovation how 
small it can make spaces between words, 
and how to spread out words and spaces to 
fill justified columns, even to the point of 
spacing entire words across columns. 

There is a sophisticated bul feting sys- 
tem, too, which enables paragraphs to be 
numbered automatically as part of a 
style. It's more flexible than 
Impression ' s 'initial and subsequent* 
numbering system. 

Conclusion 

I could go on all day about the features 
Ovation has which no other package can 
provide, but the box opposite sums up the 
most interesting and useful features. Its 
specification is certainly impressive. 

One feature which might not make it 
into the first release is colour separation, 
which would rule Ovation out for anyone 
working with CMYK or spot colours. 
However, Beebug fully intends to add 
separation, though whether this will be as 
part of a more expensive top-end product 
is undecided. 

Whatever your DTP needs, consider 
Ovation Pro .. Judgement must be reserved 
for a full review of a finished product, but at 
this initial viewing, it looks very promising. 


Beebug 
Tel: (01727) 840303 
Fax: (01727) 860263 
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The main document window, showing the toolbox (left), button bar (top) 
and info palette (bottom), plus the macro dialogue box for defining icons 
in the button bar. 
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Acorns 


fl-Unk 

CkGASb 

ITI-Linfc 

CBL.SOb 

FC-Link 

£56 .70b 

Parallel Link 

£2L.2Sa 

Rawer Supply 

£ 12.72b 

Flash SSD 1 20 

£3L.OOa 

Hash BSD 25S 

E^B.?7a 

Flash BSD 512 

£76.553 

Hardware Upgrades 

Chroma Genlock 

£ 142.0Gb 

Colour Card Gold 

CIBS.ODb 

Campatsble mouse 

£17-0 Da 

Eagle IT12 -^'Eidas' 

£315,0 Dc 

Lark fTlidi Sound-Sa. 

ElBS.GOb 

midi max 

EBB.OOb 

Rise OS Upgrade Kit 

£72. 13c 


(Mail Order Tel: 01924 254800) 

Rpplicatian Software 


0av$n Computer Services 

Acornf Approved Dealer 


Scan light 256 @ bi t 

£161 ,00c 

Sesnlight 256 ISbit 

£ 151,00c 

Scanlight 266 Video 

£209,00o 

SCSI Obit 

£81.0 Ob 

SCSI 16bit 

£81. 00b 

SCSI 2 3 2 bit 

£161. 00c 

TV Tuner 

£85,0 0b 

TV Tuner + Teletext 

£151. 00c 


Oxford Read Lug. Tree Slagc 3 


All Rise PCs include 9 jr 
Op-Mlc HNI 111 (GUflnw. 

We operate Acorn Assist 
l^w finance Available 
6 monlbsi Oft 

2 year* & 1375* 

3 years <* 13,75ft 
The follow in-g prices (ki 
ftcn aep3y to lirritvce deals 
ring for details 

21 si June IW5 


2/210 AKF60 14" £1 189,52c 
2/210 AKFS517" £J 427.62c 
5/210 AKF60 14" £1332.38e 
5/210 AKF85 17" £ 1 570,48c 
9/420 AKF6014" £]6l8JOe 
9/420 AKF85 17" £ 1856. 1 9e 

All Computers are built and tested before 
dispatch with printers and software 
installed as required at net additional cost 

RiscPC Upgrades 

h 96 PC Upgrade £99, 00c 

when purchased with Rise PC 

EJJjndoujs Workgroups + DOS 5.22 

£95. 00c 

flccess+ Card £99. 00b 

(Tlovie ITIsgic £237, 00b 

Second Slice £99. 00c 

Sound Card £S9.0Db 

Rise PC 2mb RRfTl £59.0Db 
RiscPC 4mbRFim £129.00b 
RiscPC a mb RRfTl £229. 00b 
RiscPC lBmbRnm €399. Odb 
RiscPC I mb VRHm £89. 00a 
RiscPC 2mbVRRm £159.003 

Rrchrmedes Computers 

R3D1 0 {1.6 Floppy Disc. Software Pack, 
Joystick Parts. TV modulator) 

Ret ion Peck 1 mb £ 1 99.0 Od 
AKFS2 m/S (Tlori uiith above, £199.0QB 
Learning Curve 2FTlb £323A0d 
Early Years 2mb £323.LDd 

RKF52 fTl/B man uiith above £ 1 70-2 1 E 

R3020 (LG Floppy Disc.2mb ram, 
RKFS2 (Tl/S monitor) 

Floppy Oise System £599. DDe 
EOmh Hard Oise Sys £749. OOe 
Rdd £37 for RKF5G monitor 

R4000 (1 .6 Floppy Oisc.^lTIb ram, 
FIKFS2 m/S monitor. 2 1 0 mb HD) 

2 1 OFFIb H/Disc Sys £850,26e 
Bdd £37 fa r PKFSO monitor 
Software Packs: 
only available if purchased with 
R4, R3D20, R4000 or RiscPC 
Early Years £63.83 

(Talking; Startwrite, Flossy Shu Frag,. 

Fl disuse in Hclltnd. Dorrs Ihc Dotty Dog, 
Rmaz i nq maths, Gemini, PairUpol) 

Hours Office £106.39 

(Eesy tUrrtof.Dvta Fouuvr.PipetJreirnk 
PC Salt das 6, Demos ) 

Learning Curve €63.63 

{Advance, PC Boll l Dos 6 , Demos) 

Portable Computers 

R4 4m BO Hard Disc £1233.33d 

p.B Floppy Disc JMTRJ fiFHD, EQF!lb HO.LCn 
Screen, PC Emulator) 

Pocket Book 2(2SGk)£ 195.24c 
Packet Back 2(S12k)£242.B6c 


Alt Hardware fated free if ordered 
with Computer else £15.00 

Oats Storage 

IDE 2.S Hf 

BOmh Rreal £79,0Dc 

I 20mb Toshiba £ 103.00c 

250mb fTlaxtor £ 170.00c 

IDE 3.S 1 ' 

425mb 14ms Conner £13B.00c 
5 40 m h Conner £ 1 43,0 0c 

SCSI 2 3.5” 

535mb 10ms Digital £ 190.00c 
1 03 4m b 1 0ms I BfTl £3 99.0 0c 
SCSI CD Tray Quad internal 
Pioneer XfT136 1 B £269. 00c 

Toshiba DR-U124X £289, D0c 
SCSI CD Caddy Quad Internal 
Toshiba Xm-350lB £309, 00c 

Atl Drives fifed free if ordered 
with Computer else £15.00 

CTTCemory Upgrades 


R300C l-2mb 
a 3 000 2-4 mb 
R3010 1-2mb 
R3010 2-kmb 
R3D 1 Q 1-4 mb 
R3G2G 2-4 mb 
R400a 2-4 mb 
FI5C0Q 2-4mb 


£S5,OOb 
£1 19,00b 
£39. 00b 
£39.00b 
£1 40.00b 
EBS.OOb 
£8 5.0 Ob 
£85 .00b 


Alt Memory fitted free if ordered 
with Computer else £15.00 

Printers 

Canon 

SJ-IOsk (black) £)69.0Gd 

6J-30 (black) £19S.Q0d 

0J-7O (colour) £275, OGd 

ej-200ex (black) £2 10, 00d 

BJC-400Q (colour) £2S5.00d 

SJC-SODe (colour) £3 58, OGd 

Hewlett Packard 
Desk J et 540 (black) £249 .0 Dd 
OeskJel 66QC (coiour)£358,00d 
Calligraphy 

R4 1200 Laser (blagk)E979.00e 
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Printer Inks 
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Inkjet Refills are an economical may 
of re-charging your existing cartridge 
Rll inks come complete with gloves, 
syringe and easy to use instructions. 
Single 2Gml Rny Colour £5. 70 a 

Twin 2x2 Dml Rny Colour £ 10.50a 
Tri-Colour C/m AT £ 1 B,5Ga 

Bulk 1 25ml Rny Colour £20. 00b 


Jetfill 


'Cartridgefnate' Rnew and 

easy to use cartridge refill system for 
HP G1625R high cap. cartridges 
R refill system with no mess 
Comprises! CartridgefTlate 

& 2 x 40ml Ink Tanks 
Cartridge not included £30 ,00b 

Ink Tank 2 x 40ml £ 17.00a 

HP5TB25R Tri-Colour Cartridge refill 
kit 3 x 3 colour refills 
Comprises: C/m & Y inks 

Cartridge Cap Remover 
Cap Retaining Clip 

£3D,DGa 

epXToner" for LB1T4 

£P-S Toner for LBP-8 £68,0Gc 


C 


Printable Items 


j 


Print'n IJJsar (2 white T Shirts + 

4 transfer papers, works with dot 
matrix or ink jet printers £ 1 1 ,50b 

Design & Print mouse iTtat £5, 00a 
Design & Print Business Cards 
10x0R4 1G0g Perforated E4.50a 
Col InkJet matt photo white paper 
2S sheets x 120gms ES.OOh 

monochrome InkJet brilliant while 
paper 100 sheets x 9 Dorns £2. 50b 


Advance (Acorn) £95,00e 

Advantage (LL) £46.00a 

Arcfax (David P) 28.50a 

Ancestry (Minerva) £49. 50a 

Artworks (CC) £135 ,00c 

Audio Works (CC) £43 50a 

Card Shop (Clares) £ 1 9.50a 

Celebration [Clares ) £27. 00a 

Complete Animator (Iota) £79.5Gb 

Coirtpwi [ km {Clares } £ 1 29,OGh 

Compression (CC) £27,50a 

DalaPowcr (lota) £|]9,00b 

Desktop Thesaurus (R Dev) £ ! 7.50a 

Easy Font 3 (Fabis) £26.50a 

Eid&scope (RiscPC only) (CC) £146 00a 
Eureka 3 (LL) £89 00b 

FireWork* Pro (Colton) £c 
Fortmilix (CC) £60, 00a 

Font FX (Datastore) £9. 50a 

Frame-1 1 1 or 2 (Davynjeach £5.00a 
Publisher irregular frames 
Graphics Loaders (CC) £37,00a 

Illusionist (Clares) £39.00a 

Image Animator (Iota) £4fi.00a 

Image Bank (Iriam) £23-O0a 

Image Out liner (lota) 146.00 a 

Impression Publisher (CC) £ 1 3 5.00c 
Impression Publisher + (CC) £259.0Oc 
Impression Style (CC) £79.00c 

Knowledge Organiser 2 (Clare) £6 1 . 50a 

Mouse Recorder (Klein) £27,QOa 

Notate (LL) £53000 

Pcndovtn Etoiles (LL) £49.00c 

Pendown Plus (LL) £69.00c 

Personal Accounts (Apricote) £37,00b 

PhotoDesk (Space Tech) £ 157.00a 
Pinpoint (Longman) £S9.00b 

Plot (Clares) £6 L 50a 

Pro Artisan 2 (Clares) £ I OS.QOa 

Pro Artisan 24 (Clares) £1 25.00b 

Prophet Accounts (Apricote) £1 1 9.00c 
Render Bender v2 (Clares) £39.(X)a 
Revelation ImagcPrO (LL) £1 f9.0Qe 
Rhapsody 3 (Clares) £79.00a 

Rhythm Bed (Clares) £39, 00a 

RiscCad Professional 

<Davyn>£ 159.00c 

Schema 2 (CJarcs) £ 104.00a 

Score Draw (Clares) £47.50a 

Serenade (Clares) £79.Q0a 

ShapcFX (Datastore) £9.50a 

Sibelius 6 (Sibe) £ 144.50b 

Sibcl ius 7 (S ibe) £7 1 9.00b 

Sibelius 7 Student (Stbc) £449.E¥la 
SmArl (dMation) £49-OOa 

SmArtFjlesi (4Maiiort)eaeh £ 14.50a 

SmArt File Mod.Ung (4Ma£tcm)£l8.50a 
Snippet (4Mation) £32.00a 

Sound FX Maker (CIS) £34 00a 

Split an Image (Sher) £ 1 6. 50a 

Tiller (Clares) £79.0Qa 

Topographer (Clares) £79.00a 

Iduch T ype (Iota) £39. 00a 

Turbo Driver (CC) £43.00b 


Education Softujsre 


10 out of 1 0 Full Range Each £1 8.00a 
Dinosaurs. Driving Test, Early Essentials, 
English, Essential Maths, Essential 
Science, Junior, Essentials. Maih Algebra, 
Madi.s Number, Math Seal Nile s Spelling 

+ buy 2 gel 3rd FRBE 

Adventure Playground (Storm) £ 1 7.00a 
Amazing Maths (CSH) £ 1 7.00a 

Amazi ng Ol I ic (Storm) £ 1 3.50a 

Arevenlure I Romans (Sher) £3'2.00a 
Areventnrc II Egyptians (Shcr) £32.00a 
Arc venture III Vikings (Shcr) 02.00a 
Around World 80 Days (Shcr) £4 2.00a 
Aztecs (Shcr) £4 1 ,00a 

Badger! rails (Shcr) £41. 00b 

Body Wise (Shcr) £41. 00a 

Bookstore (E$M) £34 00a 

Coffee (Storm) £25 00a 

Connect tons (Sher) £29, 00a 

Crystal Rain Forrest (Sher) £41. 00a 
Darryl the Dragon (4Mut) £18.00 :l 
F arm (Shcr) £3 9,00a 

First Logo (LL) £2 1.50a 

First Page DTP (LL) £45.(M)a 

Flossy The Frog (4Mat) £2 2.00a 
Flight Path 9+ (Storm) £26.00a 

Freddy Teddy (Topoiogika) £ 1 7.00a 
Freddy Teddy's Adv (Topol.) £ 1 7.00a 
Fun School 3/4 (5.5-7 ,7+) each £ 1 7,00a 
(Please Specify age group) 
Granny's Garden (4 Mat) £2 2,00a 
Happy Life (CCS) £26.00e 

Happy Numbers (CCS) £26.00c 
Happy Reading (CCS) £26.00c 

Happy Sea (CCS) £26,00c 

Happy Time (CCS) £2600c 

Landmarks full range (LL)each £24.00a 
Look Here Talking Topics(Sh) £52.00b 
Magpie (LL) £50.00b 

Maths Circus (4 Mat) £25,00a 

Naughty Stories V I or 2 ( Sher) £49.006 
Ollic Octopus Sk Pad (Storm) £ 1 3-50a 
Oxford Reading Tree Slagc 2 
Talking Stories (Sher) £3S,OOb 

More Talking Stories A (Sher) £38.Q0b 


Talking Stories 

(Shcr) 

£3S.0Gb 

Oxford Talking Infant Allas 

£ 15.00a 

Pinpoint Junior 

(LL) 

£26-OOa 

Plant Wise 

(Sher) 

£42, 00a 

Pwld 

(ESM) 

£20. 00 b 

Prime Solver 

(Minerva) 

£68.00a 

Rosie & Jim Duck 

(Shcr) 

£1 0.00a 

Rosie & Jim Sneezes (Sher) 

£ 10,00a 

Sea Rescue 

(Shcr) 

£2600a 

Sell adore Talcs 

(Sher) 

£2 2.50a 

Smugde the Spaniel 

(Storm) 

£ 17.50a 

Smudge the Scientist (Stonti) 

£36.00a 

Space City 

(Sher) 

£26 .00a 

Splash 

(Sher) 

£19 00a 

Stig of the Dump 

(Sher) 

£2 2.50a 

Story Stans 

(Sher) 

£22.50a 

Talking Clock 

(Toppo) 

£57,0Oa 

Talking Animated Alphabet 

£27, 00a 

Time Detectives 

(Shcr) 

£42. 00a 

Teddy Bear’s Picnic 

(Shcr) 

£26.00a 

Voyage of Discovery (Shcr) 

£32.50a 

Worst Watch 

(Sher) 

£26.00a 

Games Software 

Arcumis 

(Oragan) 

£ 19.00a 

Champions 

(Krisalis) 

£2 1.50a 

Big Bang 

(P.vycone) 

£ 12.00a 

BnttleChcss 

(Krisalis.) 

£2 1,50a 

Black Angel 

(4D) 

£24, 00a 

Burn Out 

(Oragan) 

£20.tKki 

Cannon Fodder 

(Krisalis) 

£l9.50a 

Curd Mania 

(CIS) 

£l5.00a 

Chopper Force 

(4D) 

£22 .00a 

Chuck Rock 

(Krisalis) 

£8. 50a 

Crystal Maze 

(Shcr) 

£28. 50a 

Cyber Ape 

I THAI 

£l5.(M)a 

Cyber Chess 

(4D) 

£24, 00a 

Cycloids 

(Soft42) 

£ 15.00a 

Diggers 

(Mi lien) 

£22.00a 

Dreadnoughts 

(Turcan) 

£26, 00a 

Bismark scenario 

(Tnrean) 

£1 3,00a 

Ironclads scenario (Turcan) 

£ 13.00a 

Dune2 

(Eclipse) 

£27.00:1 

Dungeon 

(4D) 2 mb 

£24 ,00a 

Empire Soccer 


£a 

Enter The Realm 

(4D) 2mb 

£ 18.00a 

Fire Ik lee 


£2 1.00a 

Flashback 

(US Gold) 

£2 1.00a 

Fred 

(Soft 12) 

£ 15.00a 

FXT- 

(TBA) 

£1 900a 

Galactic Dan 

(4D) 

£ 17.00a 

Global Effect 


£2K.OOa 

Cods 

(Krisalis) 

£8. 50a 

Haunted House 

(4D) 2mb 

£19,00a 

He initial! (Krisalis) 2mb 

£2 1,00a 

Hero Quest 

(Krisalis.) 

£21. 00a 

James Pond 

(Krisalis) 

££.50a 

James Pond 2 RoboCod (G/W) 

£L9.50a 

Krisalis Col Lection 

(Krisalis) 

£22.00a 

Lemmings 

(Krisalis) 

£18.5fti 

Lemmings Oh No More (Kris) 

£ I 5.00b 

Lemmings RiscPC 

(Krisalis) 

£2 1,00a 

Lemmings 2 Tribes 

(Krisalis) 

£2 1,00a 

Magic Pockets (Renagadc) 

£ 19,00a 

Magnet olds 

(Oragan) 

£ 19,00a 

Man United Europe 

(Kris) 

£8.50a 

Microdrive 2 

(CIS) 

£24. 00a 

Mig29M Super Ful. 

(Dom) 

£22. 00a 

Omar Shari fs Bridge (Krisalis) 

£22, 00a 

Populus 

(Krisalis) 

£22.00* 

Raw Power (Software 42) 

£ 19.00a 

Real McCoy 

(4D) 

£21. 00a 

r VIM. Arcade Soccer.White Magic.Quazer) 

Saloon Cars Delux 

(4D) 

£23 ,00a 

Sally & Wally 

(OragMi) 

£1 9.00a 

Scrabble 

(US Gold) 

£21. 00a 

SimCily 

(Krisalis) 

£24.GQa 

SimCily 2000 (Kris) A5000/PC 

£29, 00a 

Simon Tbc Sorcerer 

(G/W) 

£29 ,00a 

Simon The Sorcerer CD(G/W) 

£35.00a 

Small 

(Virgo) 

£|9£)0q 

SpeedbaH 

(Krisalis) 

£20.(K)a 

Spheres of Chaos 

(Matt) 

£1 9.00a 

Spobbleoid (Cj hemal ion I 

£ 19.00u 

Starfighter 3000 

(Fednei) 

£23 00a 

Swiv 

(Krisalis) 

£8 50a 

Time Machine 

(4D) 

£24.00a 

Turbo Challangc 2 

(Kris) 

£3 9.50a 

Virtual Golf 

(4D) 2 nib 

£24,00a 

Virtual Golf usuna course (4D) 

£ 12,00a 

Warlocks (Network 23) 

£22.CX)a 

Waterloo 

{Turcan) 

19.00a 

Wolfenstein 3D 

{Powes S) 

£23. 00a 

Xenon 2 

(G/W) 

£19 00a 


CO Software 

ArtWorks (CC) £ 135.00c 

ArtWorks Clipart 1 (CC) £ 17.00a 
ArtWorks Clipart II (CC) £1 7.00a 
Granny's Garden (4Mal) £30.GGa 
Hutchinson M/Mcdia £47 .00a 

Langjidalc (CCS) £89.00b 

Naughty Stories V 1 &2 (Shcr) £79.00b 
Oxford Reading Tree Stage 2 
Talking Stories (Shcr) £36.00b 

PhotoBase 1920s (LL) £46. W a 

PhotoBa.se 1930s (LL) £4600it 

PhotoBase 1940s (LL) £46 00a 

PhotoBasc 1950s (LL) £46.00a 

PhotoBase 1960s (LL) £46.00a 

PhotoBase Landscapes (LL) £46-OOa 

PhotoBase Victorians (LL) £46.00a 

RiscDisc (Uniqueway) £ 65.50a 


All Prices 
Exclude VAT 

in Basement 


Sargai 




5,25' r 40T D/S Bare Drive(NEW)£ 15.00b 
Bambuzle £7. 00a 

Blob I Or 2 (W it/Scincrc ) £ 1 6,00a 
Blob count wiihtWidgii/Scm«c)£l6-OOa 


Colony Rescue tAliea Images j 

£5.00a 

Concept Kid-s(BBC) 

(Shcr) 

£ 10.00a 

Cyborg 

(Alpine) 

£6, 00a 

Drop Ship 

<4D> 

£6- 00a 

Fireball II 

(CIS) 

£5.00a 

From Pictures- Words (Scmere) 

£25. 00b 

Hu manoi ds+Robot ix 

(CIS) 

£5. 00a 

Ibix the Viking R»cO$2 (Miner) 

£5.00a 

U Monde. A Moi 

(Seme re) 

£] 6,00b 

Meine Well 

(Scmcrc) 

£16.006 

Overload 

(dirts) 

£5 ,00a 

Paranoid 2000 {QiaR-Oold) 

£6.00a 

Provocator 

tCTS) 

£5 .00a 

Revelation 2 

(LL) 

£59, 50c 

S-Base Pesonal 

(LL) 

£69.00c 

Serpents 

CICS) 

£5.O0a 

Starch 

(Allan) 

£6.00 a. 

Tiles ( Drain Games) 

£6.00a 

Tracker (Serial Port) 

£20.00b 

Vision Col Digitiser 

(HCCS) 

£75.0Oc 

WolfFaek 

(Sofi42) 

£5.0<)a 

WondWorks 

(CC) 

£25,00it 

Xelanitcs RiscOS2 

(M Power) 

£6.00a 

3.5" Disc Box 40c ap. 


£3. 40b 

3. 5" Disc Box 40c ap. 


£4.80b 

3.5* Disc Box 40tap. 


£6 50b 
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Second User 
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3,5“ SOT Ext drive with PSU For BBC 
Mode 1 Cumana CS354 £6500c 

Second drive interface to fit A3000 for 
above £15 -00a 

Second user hardware sold as working 
wish 3 months warranty 
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How To Order 
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Cheques: should be made 

payable lt> Datfpn Somputers 
C reflil Cards: you may also pay 
byVisa, Delta, Euro, Switch, 
Electron, or Master Card. We 
normally make no charge for this, 
and take no payment until goods 
are ready for dispatch* We need the 
curd holders address and telephone 
number, card number and issue 
number if any and the expiry date. 
Carriage: charges are as follows 
a Small £1,00 

b Medium £2.00 

c Medium Recorded £4.00 

d Courier £9.00 

e Courier Large £ 1 5 .00 

Official Orders: are welcome 
from UK education and 
government institutions (invoices 
are due for payment within 14 days 
and are subject to carriage and late 
payment charges). 

VAT is not included: Zero 
rated items are marked vo. UK 
customers please add 17.5% to all 
other prices including carriage. 
Order Address: please send 
your orders to; 

Davyn Computer Services 
The Workshop' 
off Princess Street, Sandal, 
Wakefield, West Yorkshire, 
WF1 5NY 
Opening Hours: 

Monday 930- 5.30 

Tuesday 9.30- 5.30 

Wednesday 9.30- 5,30 

Thursday 9.30 - 7,30 

Friday 9.30 - 7.30 

Saturday 9.30 - 5,30 

Terms: All products, prices and 
specifications are offered in good 
faith and are subject to change 
without notice. We Process all 
orders i mined Lilly, but suppliers do 
sometimes keep us waiting. Goods 
are guaranteed but are not supplied 
on approval. Returns and 
cancellations can only be accepted 
by prior agreement and there may 
be a restocking and administration 
charge A full copy of our terms are 
available upon request. 

E.&.O.E. 


Programming software 


A fter a fair amount of 
hype and a great deal 
more rumour, Acorn has fin- 
ally released an interpretation 
of the C++ language. It comes 
together in a package that con- 
tains a new version of its pre- 
vious C compiler and Desktop 
assembler, as well as the brand 
new Toolbox and a whole 
batch of Desktop development 
utilities. 

The package is supplied on 
six discs and comes complete 
wuih four manuals covering C 
and C++, the assembler, the 
supplied Desktop tools and 
finally, the technical details of 
Acorn’s Toolbox. They’re not 
ring-bound, but this came as 
somewhat of a relief to me 
since my reference manual for 
Desktop C fell apart on a regu- 
lar basis. The system require- 
ments of the package are four 
megabytes of RAM, a hard disc 
and RISC OS 3.10, so they’re 
slightly more demanding than 
those needed for Desktop G 

By the CFront 

I’ll start w ith a look at the C++ 
compiler - perhaps the most 
obvious addition to the devel- 
opment package. Acorn’s com- 
piler is a port of version 3.0 of 
AT&T’s CFront product; what 
this means tn practice is that 
you’re getting a translator 
which converts your C++ code 
into the C equivalent, A few 
features aren’t yet implemen- 
ted, including exception han- 
dling, but CFront has a good 
history on other platforms - it 
was written by the original cre- 
ator of C++, Bjarne Stroustrup, 
There are few differences in 
operation between the C com- 
pilers - you’ll notice that C++ 
takes longer to compile since 
it’s pre-processed and translat- 
ed into C before being treated 
in the normal way. 

Looking at the title of 
Acorn’s product, it seems 
likely that C++ is one of its 
major features - however, all 
you get in the way of examples 
are two Hello World programs, 
one of which has an intentional 
bug in it. All the major exam- 
ples are written in C, so you’re 
pretty much on your own. I can 
understand why the manuals 
don’t contain tutorial sections 
- a good tutorial would be 
another manual in itself - but 1 



Arnrn 


Steve Mumford 
reviews Acorn’s 
latest Desktop 
development 
package. 


would have liked to see several 
more C++ examples included 
on Ihe discs. 

Searching through 
the Toolbox 


The most exciting feature of 
Acorn’s development environ- 
ment is a set of resources 
referred to as the Toolbox; it 
replaces the RiscOSLib library 
supplied w ith Desktop C and is 
supported by two new resource 
editors. The Toolbox is imple- 
mented as a series of modules 
which act as an interface 
between the WIMP and your 
own sourcecode. Because it 
consists of a w hole host of SW1 
calls, you’re not limited to 
writing your programs in C; 
it’s equally possible to write 
them in C++ or BASIC, 

Once it’s been set up, the 
Toolbox is capable of automat- 
ing many of the procedures 
that proved time-consuming in 
the past, such as menu han- 
dling and window generation. 
It communicates with your 
code by w ay of events, so after 
a handler has been written for 
a particular circumstance, you 
can leave the Toolbox to listen 
out for the appropriate mes- 
sage - when the event occurs, 
it will automatically call the 
function you’ve assigned. 

In the same way that the 
FomiEd utility allowed you to 
design window template files 
for inclusion within applica- 
tions, the resource editor gives 
you the powder to create most 
of the features needed in your 
programs, A set of prototypes 
are available which cover the 
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C/C++ indudes a remarkable number of tools - some old, some new. 


C++ update 

Since C/C++ has been released, Acorn has produced an upgrade to cor- 
rect a few faults in the package, as well as providing an extra utility 
named flesCreate to augment the resource editor, 

[f you'd like to get hold of this upgrade and you're able to access the 
Internet, you can download it free of charge from Acorn's ftp server, 
ftp.acom.ro.Lrk, using anonymous log in. Acorn Direct is also able to 
provide the disc if you request the update to C/C++, but there's a nomi- 
nal handling charge of £5, with cheques made payable to Acorn Direct - 
you can write to them at 13 Dennington Road, Wellingborough, 
Northants NN8 2RL 
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Programming software 



ResEd allows you to design all manner of windows and menus, and con- 
trol their behaviour. 


major features available in the 
wimp system such as win- 
dows, quit boxes, slider bars 
and font selectors. After 
you've picked ihe ones suit- 
able for your application, they 
cau be customised and linked 
to form the bulk of your win- 
dow-driven software. For 
instance, it’s particularly easy 
to create multi-level menus 
with Res Ed, and linking them 
together is just a matter of 
dragging one menu to a 
dialogue box of the other. 

The Toolbox is undoubtedly 
an extremely powerful 
resource, and with practice it 
can simplify the routine proce- 
dures of creating the windows 
interface for your software, 
leaving you more time to 
spend on the important parts of 
the code. However, I would 
have liked to have seen a better 
introduction to its use in the 


manuals - although a signifi- 
cant amount of space is devot- 
ed to the example Hyper 
application, this program con- 
sists of no less than 1 1 source 
files and 1 3 header files* When 
you're faced with that amount 
of information, it doesn't make 
it particularly easy to learn 
from. Another application has 
been included, and it's a little 
less daunting - an implementa- 
tion of the Acorn calculator 
using the Toolbox. Although 
it's not without its bugs, it 
shows the latent power of the 
system, since it's possible to 
completely alter the layout of 
the calculator using Res Ed 
without changing a line of 
code. 

Conclusions 

I must say I’m surprised that 
Acorn chose to release the 
package under the banner of a 
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A page from Hyper, an example application written using Acorn's 
Toolbox. 
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Other C++ compilers 

Acorn isn't the only company to have produced a C++ compiler, and if 
you just want to dabble in the language without paying for all the 
extras, you might want to consider the other products available. Firstly, 
there's GNU C++, available from a number of sources including the 
recent Acorn User CD-ROM. It r s free of charge, but you'll need a hard 
disc, 4Mb of memory and a lot of patience to put it together - it's not 
for the faint hearted. Neither is it suited to writing large WIMP applica- 
tions, and once you'd got to grips with the language you'd probably 
want to move on to a compiler which gave you a helping hand in the 
creation of Desktop programs. 

If your machine isn't endowed with stacks of memory or a hard disc, 
you haven't been forgotten. Eeebug's Easy C++ will run on a 2Mb 
machine from floppy disc. It's simple to use, and although it doesn't 
contain the likes of Acorn's Toolbox, two WIMP libraries have been pro- 
vided. Perhaps more importantly, Beebug's product compiles C++ 
directly without translating into C first, and more of the language has 
been implemented. Although it's not as suitable for the creation of 
Desktop applications, it's a good choice if you're interested in learning 
about C++. Bee bug can be contacted on (01727) S40303. 


C++ compiler when it has so 
much more to offer. For 
instance. I've not had space to 
discuss the new versions of the 
C compiler or the assembler, 
but they've both been updated 
to cater for the full range of 
ARM chips - particularly 
important when you consider 
where the market’s heading* 
The combination of languages 
supported allows you to pick 
the best features from each, so 
you can utilise the speed of 
assembler with the flexibility 
of C and C++* 

If youTe specifically look- 
ing for a C++ compiler, then 
I'd suggest you think seriously 
before buying Acorn’s version. 
It's expensive, and to be hon- 
est it's not worth it for that 
alone. However, if you've 
been using previous incarna- 
tions of C and you intend to 
write complex Desktop appli- 
cations, the Toolbox is a huge 
step forward when it comes to 
program design. If you’re pre- 
pared to spend some time 
absorbing the information in 
the manuals and carefully 
studying the examples provid- 
ed, you should be able to pro- 
duce some impressive 
applications and slice your 
development times in the 
process. Taken as a whole, 
Acorn's C/C++ is a package of 
considerable power, and it’s 
definitely worth the outlay if 
you intend to use it 
seriously. fjjj 


Product 

details 

Product: Acorn C/C++ 

(Non-Clan members) 

Supplier: Acorn dealers 
Tel: {Acorn Customer Services) 
(01223) 254254 to find your 
nearest dealer 
Price: £249,99 incVAT, 

(£50 discount for owners of 
Desktop C or Desktop 
Assembler) 

(Clan members) 

Supplier: Acorn Direct 
Tel: (01933) 279300 
Price: £149 + VAT 

(£99 + VAT for members 
owning Desktop C or 
Desktop Assembler) 

Pros: Contains powerful 

application design tools * 
Includes improved 
versions of Acorn's C 
compiler and Desktop 
assembler • Discounts for 
past users and Clan 
members 

Cons: Few examples of C++ 
included in package 
» Not for the 
inexperienced 
* C++ language not 
implemented fully 





rcshare 

Acorn to PC Networking Software 


Its finally happened. A company has come up with a simple 
and inexpensive solution to an age old problem. 
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Getting access to files stored on a PC has always been a 
problem for Acorn computer owners. There has always been 
Floppy Disk transfers, but these are slow and limited to 
1.44Mb. There has been several attempts to “Network" the 
two computers together but most attempts have been problematic and needed a great deal of 
extra hardware. 

Arcshare is the latest program from KCS which allows any Acorn computer with an Access 
network card to talk to any PC with a network card & Windows. 

Arcshare needs no extra hardware other than cheap network cards. Arcshare is very easy to 
use through its graphical interface and is, on average 40 times quicker than using a floppy 
disk, but with no file size limitation. Arcshare can even use CD Rom drives from a different 
machine. 
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in the Main screen on Arcshare Client, 
both the Acorn and the PC directories are visible. Files can either be copied, or deleted, even 
new directories can be created on the Acorn from the PC. Arcshare has the advantage, that it 
can be run directly from the Windows Filemanager so that file manipulation is simple. 
Arcshare can run under a Windows for Workgroups network in conjunction with other PC's on 
the same network. There is no limit as to the amount of Acorns that can be seen from the PC 
on the Access network. 

On the Acorn, the PC directories are designed to look just like any other Acorn directory. In 
fact, Arcshare makes the PC behave as if it were part of an Access network. Files can be 
copied from the PC directories to acorn directories in the normal manner. Files can even be 
copied from one PC to another PC via the Acorn. 

It's time to join the PC and the Acorn on the same network. Call KCS now to find out more 
about Arcshare and networking Acorns to PC's. 
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ARTWORKS CD 


CD Roms, Hard Drives 
& other Acorn 
Computers can be seen 
& used by the PC 
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Ideal for 
School 
Networks! 


The PC Directory looks like just another 
Acorn Directory, thanks to Automatic, 
remote Frletyping. 
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Prices 

Arcshare Client vl.4 
E79.0Q & Vat 

Arcshare Server vl .4 
£99.00 * Vat 


Arcshare Client vl .4 

* Allows file transfers between 
Acorn and PC Computers, 

* No Filesize Limitation, 

4 Automatic Filetyping when the 
Acorn receives a file so that the 
file is ready to be loaded into an 
application straight away. 

* Automatic Fite Extensions added 
when a file is transferred from the 
Acorn to the PC so that the file 
can be loaded into a program 
straight away. 

* Easy to Use Graphic Interface. 

* No "Dedicated Server 11 Computer 
required. 

' Connects directly to Acorn 
Access Network. Very easy to 
setup and install. 

■ Works with Windows 3.1 , 3.11 f 
Windows 95 & Windows NT 

Arcshare Server vl.4 


Has ALL the Functions of 
Arcshare Client vl .4 but with the 
following additional extras. 

Allows transfers of files from the 
Acorn, 

When a Window is open 
displaying a PC directory, all the 
files are fiietyped even though 
they are stored on the PC! 

Files can even be copied from 
PC to PC from the Acorn. 

Any Acorn on the Network can 
access the PC, 

Makes the PC system look like 
another Acorn Access system. 

Files can be ioaded into 
applications directly from the PC. 


Available from: 

Kimberley Computer Services. 73 Chapel Street, Leigh, Lancashire, WN7 2DA, Tel - 01942 677777. Fax 01942 672300. email - info@kcsprem.demon.co.uk 

& Qlher reputable Acorn Dealers 







FEATURE 


Competition winners 


I t must be something in the 
river Esk. Maybe some 
strange combination of miner- 
als from the water that 
cascades from the North York 
Moors down through Eskdale 
to Whitby has a dramatic 
effect upon the ability of the 
local schools to do good DTP. 
The winner in the Key Stage 3 
category of our school compe- 
tition to design a page in Acorn 
User came from here - Mark 
Landers of Eskdale School. So 
did the winners of the Times 
Ed u c a r i o n a / S it p p I e m e n t * s 
competition to design a news- 
paper in a day - a team of over 
80 students at Whitby 
Community College. 

The challenge posed by the 
TES in the Acorn- sponsored 
competition was to design and 
produce a national newspaper 
in a single day: news, features, 
sport, TV listings, adverts, lost 
puppy story, the lot. The stu- 
dents at Whitby are no 
strangers to the competition, 
having come second last year. 
So determined were they to 
achieve that prestigious extra 
place that they actually pro- 
duced two magazines: The 
Apollo printed on the day (15 
March) and The Apollo Arts, a 
16- page supplement which (in 
best Blue Peter fashion) they 
prepared earlier. 

Assembling the team 

Right from the start The Apollo 
was run on very professional 
lines. The staff for the maga- 
zine wasn’t picked in the usual 
'whoever was in the library at 
the time plus my mate Chris 
’cos he’s got a cool camera’ 
basis. Prospective journalists, 
ad managers, editors and so on 




all had to submit applications, 
including past experience and 
ideas, and it was using these 
that the team was chosen. It is 
hardly surprising therefore that 
most of the top jobs were filled 
by people who had worked on 
the magazine last year in more 
humble positions. 

In selecting the team, the 
College staff were careful to 
draw r from all sections of the 
College community, 'We had 
students from all years and 
abilities working on the maga- 
zine,’ says Stuart Green, one of 
the teachers who oversaw' the 
project. They all played a part, 
and the whole team worked 
together very well’ 

The editor of The Apollo 
was Charlotte Domini ak. 
Nicknamed The tyrant’ (but 
not within her earshot), she 
had the final responsibility for 
seeing that everything ran as 
smoothly as possible. In this 
she was greatly assisted by her 
deputies, Tom Weather! II and 
Rebecca Cohen, and by Anna 
Kirby, the sub-editor of The 
Apollo Arts , who also had a 
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The Times Educational Supplement 
recently ran an Acorn-sponsored 
competition for schools to design a 
newspaper in a day. David Matthewman 
travelled to Whitby and met the winners. 


great influence on the design 
of The Apollo , 

Advertising 

One notable feature of The 
Apollo is the amount of adver- 
tising it generated, A full 20 
per cent of the paper was 
adverts - a small proportion by 
Acorn User standards but 
enough for The Apollo to cover 
its printing costs. This remark- 
able achievement was a result 
of the hard work of the adver- 
tising team headed by Peter 
MeC leave, who admits: 'We 
opened the yellow pages and 
went through them with a pin. 
I needed to learn quickly how 
to deal with companies. In the 
beginning, the excuse I'd get 
was "We ’ll phone you back.” 


They never did though; I'd 
have to phone them back and 
be diplomatic, 1 didn’t want to 
sound pushy but I did want to 
get the advert.’ 

‘Many of the adverts in the 
other entries were made up by 
the teams involved,’ says 
Charlotte, "They couldn’t 
believe we’d got all these 
genuine adverts.’ 

While most of Peter’s adver- 
tising was local to Whitby, 
there were a couple of 
exceptions, including an eye- 
catching Rank Xerox ad on the 
back page of The Apollo Arts. 
Placing ads in the appropriate 
place in the magazine is all- 
important, and Peter did a 
splendid job of arranging his 
adverts in the right sections. 


< 
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Stuart Green, deputy head of Mathematics and one of the teachers who 
oversaw the project. 



Some of The Apollo team, proudly displaying the plaque they were 
awarded by the TES , 
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Competition winners 



Apollo. The judges singled out her 
'makeovers' on members of the 
and eye-catching. 


many ‘trendy’ newsstand 
magazines to shame. 

The Apollo Arts shows some 
especially deft touches, as 
befits an arts supplement. 
Much consideration went into 
the cover, but eventually a 
photo of artist William 
Tillyer’s studio ousted a photo 
of an actor from Heartbeat, it 
was a close thing/ explains 
Anna Kirby, ‘but the studio 
picture won in the end because 
of the feeling that the picture 
was a doorway drawing you 
into the studio just as the cover 
draws you into the supple- 
ment/ Matt Young’s 
photography was certainly of a 
very high standard, as were all 
the supplement graphics. 

Printing the supplement out 
was achieved by the heroic 
efforts of Stuart Green and 
staff editor Rob Myers taking 
hourly shifts through two com- 
plete nights, changing the 
paper in the printer every two 
minutes* The master pages 


a 

page. 
Acorn User 
have yet to do, I hope that 
Beacon Farm and Holman’s 
Bookshop paid Peter well for 
the privilege. 


Good design 

It is one of the signs of a well- 
designed magazine that you 
don’t stop to notice how well- 
designed it is - you are too 
busy reading it. This is cer- 
tainly true of both The Apollo 
and The Apollo Am, helped no 
end by the mature and lucid 
writing style. From the lead 
story about the tensions 
between John Major and Bill 
Clinton (headline ‘It’s good to 
talk, John’) through to stories 
about Turkish Moslems, the 
dubious morality of cheque- 
book journalism and a recipe 
for spinach and cheddar souf- 
fle the writing never falters, 
and the straightforward and 
consistent layout would pul 



Rowan Griffin, who did much of the computer work on The Apollo (and 
wrote the lead story) tries out the Rise PC that was the College's prize* In 
the background is the machine on which The Apollo was designed. 



Left to right; Tom Weatherill (deputy editor), Charlotte Dominiak (editor) and 
Beka Cohen (deputy editor), the editorial staff on The Apollo cut the cake which 
the College had made specially for them, and try not to look too embarrassed. 


were produced on a PostScript 
HP LaserJet 4P which took up 
to 40 minutes to produce some 
of the more complicated pages, 
then printed out in bulk on an 
A2 photocopier loaned by 
Rank Xerox. The copier 
allowed the supplement to con- 
tain a limited use of spot 
colour, which was used most 
effectively (read sparingly). 

Selling out 

The Apollo ^ initial print run of 
500 copies was doubled when 
the first batch sold out to the 
eager citizens of Whitby, and 
the (modest) profits will be 
ploughed back into next year’s 
competition. The Rise PC with 
an Epson GT-8G00 scanner from 
Irl am and Publisher Plus t 
which produced The Apollo, 
has now been joined by a sec- 
ond Rise PC - the College’s 
prize for winning the competi- 
tion - which will doubtless 
help greatly next year. 

Stories for the magazine 


were typed up using Edit and 
Style on the College’s network 
of A 3 020s and A3000s. On 15 
March itself there was a con- 
stant flow of daLa round the 
school, from the ‘news gather- 
ing room' with TV, Ceefax, 
radio and telephones, to the 
various computer rooms, to the 
Rise PC on which the paper was 
designed, onto the HP LaserJet 
for a hard copy and then either 
off to die photocopier or (more 
often) back into some stage of 
the cycle for re-writing. 

Whether it is something in 
the water, or just the simple 
fact that rigorous selection pro- 
cedures produced a team of the 
right people in the right jobs, 
the students who worked on 
The Apollo should be proud of 
their efforts* They claim that 
the experience has put them 
off journalism for life, but this 
journalist has got a shrewd 
suspicion that he’s not heard 
the last from the staff of 4 TT 
The Apollo. Mi 



Knowing me, David Matthewman, knowing you, James Webster (ahal). In 
an unexpected turning of the tables, the editor of the College newspaper 
(left) interviews the deputy editor of Acorn User. 
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For further information, ring 01625 878888 
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Books vs 
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Acorn clubs 


Chris Jackson talks to 
the author of a disc 
magazine dedicated to 
that most famous of 
rock bands, Queen 


Club 

Corner 



Queen - rocking the Archimedes thanks to David Parr. 


A year or two back, disc 
magazines were popping 
up all over the place and it 
seemed every other week you 
would hear of a new one. 
Recently, however, the trend 
has seemed to die out and disc 
magazines are now few and far 
between. Of all the disc maga- 
zines remaining, there's only 
one I know of which is based 
on a non-computer subject that 
has been computerised: the 
Queen Fan Newsletter. 

I won't talk much about the 
QFN , as it hasn’t got much to 
do with computers, but basic- 
ally it's the newsletter of a 
club for fans of the Queen rock 
group, and has around 500 
members. As it is one of the 
larger fan clubs in the country, 
it has close links with the 
remaining members of Queen. 

David Parr, the founder and 
editor of the QFN, decided he 
would like to bring the primed 
newsletters to our computer 
screens, and being a fan of 
Acorn computers, he decided 
to get to work on some code 
for the front-end of the maga- 
zine to work in the Archimedes 
Desktop. 

Some months on, with the 
help of Ian Scott, David Parr 
has produced a colourful yet 
easy-to-use multimedia-style 
front-end which works in the 
RISC OS Desktop. The text 
from the newsletter appears in 
scrollable windows which can 
be brought up by clicking on 
icons on a contents page. One 
good thing about bringing 
something such as this to the 
computer is that colour pic- 
tures can be used throughout, 
without putting the printing 
budget of the magazine up, and 
I was glad to see plenty of 
video digitised screen shots 
from photographs of Queen 
while in action. 

David assured me that 


although they were very high 
quality, he hadn't risked 
infringing copyright laws by 
taking them off videos. I 
expected to see a front-end 
which had been knocked 
together in a couple of hours, 
but it is quite the contrary; it is 
both professional and easy to 
use, and doesn't suffer from 
the problems other Acorn 
multimedia applications do. 

The magazine consists of 
various sections, news, 
quizzes, classifieds, letters and 
other items, which make for a 
very interesting read. 
Something that w'ould make 
the magazine better is support 
for Acorn's interactive help, so 
new users can navigate 
through the information as eas- 
ily as experienced Acorn users. 
However, there is built-in 
graphical help, and it seems to 


be quite intuitive. The loading 
screen mentions the possibility 
of animation, which David 
tells me he is still working on, 
so w atch out for that in a future 
issue. 

The classified section of the 
magazine 1 found particularly 
interesting as it makes buying 
and selling Queen memorabilia 
an enjoyable experience. Items 
such as CDs, posters and 
records are all available 
through the advertisements 
which are free. 

One very good idea of 
David's is that issues of the 
disc magazine that are three 
months old are sent to public 
domain libraries. This will 
allow vaguely up-to-date 
copies of the magazine to be 
distributed as demo copies, and 
it will probably entice a lot of 
people who, wouldn't have 


heard of it otherwise, to take a 
look at the magazine. In con- 
clusion, I think that if you are a 
fan of Queen you should defi- 
nitely take a look at this 
production. It’s a perfect 
demonstration of how paper 
magazines can be brought into 
the technological age. The 
graphics are superb: most of 
the digitised video is high-reso- 
lution and taken from good 
quality photographs rather than 
home-made low -quality videos. 

David Parr, the person 
responsible for bringing the 
Acorn version of QFN to us, 
can be contacted by phone on 
(01772) 556117 or by writing 
to QFN Software, 128 St. 
Thomas’ Rd, Preston, 
Lancashire PR1 6AY. If you 
send an SAE and disc he will 
be able to send you a back 
issue of the magazine for you 
to sample. Alternatively, you 
can download a copy of QFN 
from my BBS (see my details 
in the box). Non-UK enquiries 
should include an IRC 
(International Reply Coupon) 
available from Post Offices, as 
well as a blank floppy. 
Subscription costs £5 for four 
issues, which will last a a 
year. /lU 


Contacting me 

I would be interested to hear 
from any Acorn-oriented clubs 
throughout the world (especially 
Scotland) to cover in this article. 
You can get in contact with me 
by e-mail at 

cjackson@digibank.demon.co.uk, 
via my own BBS The Northern 
Arm BBS' on (01274) 530831 (at 
up to 14k4) or by post at The 
Club Page, Acorn User, IDG 
Media, Media House, Adlington 
Park, Macclesfield SK10 4NP. 
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Join the Clan and go to the 
show all for just £15 

Are you enthusiastic about Acorn equipment? Do you want to influence what Acorn is 
doing? Do you want to keep up with the latest developments? Then this offer is for you! 

Clan Acorn gives you the opportunity to be involved in shaping the future direction of 
Acorn technology. You will receive privileged Information about some of the technology 
the company is considering, and have the chance to feed back your ideas and suggestions 
directly to Acorn. You will also have an opportunity to evaluate early and beta releases of 
products. 

Acorn World '95 is the annual event that's a must for all Acorn users. Held at Wembley 
from 27 to 29 October, it's where you can see the latest developments for the Acorn 
platform in action. This year's theme is the Information Superhighway, the new technology 
set to revolutionise the way we all communicate. 

You will receive a Clan Acorn joining pack which includes an exclusive T-shirt, Rise PC 
enamel lapel pin, a Clan mouse mat, discs including a demonstration version of the 
Toolbox, and technology briefing documents about some of the equipment being 
considered for the Acorn platform plus a free Acorn World '95 ticket - worth £6 - which 
will get you into the show on the day of your choice. For a further £5 you can have a 
limited-edition Clan Acorn Rise PC sweatshirt. 

To take advantage of this exceptional offer, complete and return the form below. The 
offer is limited to one ticket per membership. 


Title; 

Address:, 


. Name:. 


Postcode: Country: ..... 

Tel (home): (work): 

E-mail: <§ „„ 


□ Please send me Clan Acorn pack(s) and a ticket/tickets for Acorn World (one per 

pack). I enclose a cheque/postal order for £15 per pack made payable to Acorn Direct 

□ Please send me Clan Acorn pack(s) with exclusive Clan Acorn sweatshirt and a ticket/ 

tickets for Acorn World (one per pack). I enclose a cheque/postal order for £20 per pack 
made payable to Acorn Direct, 

If paying by credit card, please complete the following: 

Credit card type: Expiry date: 


Card No: 


Name shown on card:. 

Amount:.™..........,.,,.. 

Signature: 


, Date: 


Return the completed form to: Acorn Direct, 13 Denington Road, Wellingborough, 
Northamptonshire, NN8 2RL 


52 Acorn User August 1995 


Acorn's W 



Acorn reveals more of its plans for the 
Acorn World show in October, and 
there is a Clan Acorn exclusive special 
offer for Acorn User readers. 


T here's a definite buzz around Acom at the 
moment, as the events planned for the 
biggest showcase of the year take shape. Months 
of planning culminate in special offers and 
exciting new product development - both hard- 
ware and software - w r hich the users can see and 
try out for the first time. With the added dimen- 
sion of the emerging Information Superhighway 
and its associated technology - the theme of the 
show - Acorn World '95 promises to be a mind- 
bending experience for all ages. 

Exhibitor bookings, already up on last year, 
are being boosted by the recent announcement of 
Acorn's association with Microsoft as more 
Internet servers and software suppliers come on 
board. Microsoft will be making its first appear- 
ance at the show - better late than never; other 
newcomers include Cirrus Software and 
S of tease - and the majority of big names have 
rebooked. Exhibiting again this year will be 
Computer Concepts, Beebug, Alsystems, Aleph 
One, Nelson Multimedia and Academy TV, to 
name but a few r . 


A truly multimedia experience 

In the multimedia area of the show you'll liter- 
ally see and hear technology converge. Acom 
equipment combines visual imagery, sound and 
information in a multiplicity of ways - from 
internal e-mail at its simplest to a new, altogether 
more sophisticated form of international com- 
munication which Acom is keeping under wraps 
for the moment. 

See how in the future the Acom user will take 






The Acorn World show 


)rld of 

media 

on a more active and creative communications 
role than ever before, through: 

* an Acorn-equipped creative study of the future, 
with multimedia workstation* video player, tape 
deck and digital video editing software* w'hich 
produces creative imagery on the Internet. 
Create images and information that people on 
the other side of the w'orld can puli up on their 
PC or TV screen. 

* integration of Acorn computer system 
applications into TV technology, 

* eight-channel digital ‘surround sound*. 

* the latest Online Media developments with 
links to a live recreation of the Cambridge Trial 
at the show (home shopping, banking, on- 
demand video and educational programs, plus 
games)* 

* a domestic CD player playing digital cinema 
movies, 

* real-time capture of broadcast -quality video 
and associated editing* 

* the latest connectivity between Acom, PC and 
other non-Acorn platforms. 

Theatre - the experts speak 

Alw ays topical, always packed, this forum looks 
set to be even more popular than last year, so get 
to a seat in good time* This year’s titles include 
the following unmissable presentations: 
Superhighway - the Internet: Acorn’s Chris 
Cox demystifies a subject that w r e all like to 
think we already know about. 

Superhighway - Online Media: Acorn’s 
associate company explains how its technology 
is pioneering electronic banking, shopping, 
videos and education in our living rooms. 
Publishing on the Internet; Acorn User's own 
Mark Moxon and David Mat the w r man show' the 
future of electronic publishing and introduce the 
Acorn User WWW pages. 

Give your child a head start: Acorn’s Alan 
Bennett points the way to choosing educational 
software and hardware that's right for your 
children, and for the home 
environment. 

Multimedia - myth or 
magic?: Acorn’s Stewart 
Palmer shows how f close to 
the medium of television and 
film multimedia can come* 
and how you can achieve if 
Making Musk: Acorn's 
Jason Laroche proves that 
with some simple equipment 
and a little imagination you 
can create serious music at 
home* 

Strong ARM and other 
limbs: ARM Ltd puts its 
latest technology in context. 




The Acorn World theatre - read ail about the exciting presentations planned for this year. 


Pocket Book portability: Geoff Lambrechts* IT 
co-ordinator at Lord Grey School, shows that 
small is beautiful* 

First day; Special day 

Underlining the fact that one in every six chidren 
has some kind of special need, on the first day of 
this year’s show - Friday 27 October - Acorn is 
hosting a Special Education Conference. Pre- 
ceded by a series of three forums held at 
different venues in the UK over the last six 
months, w ? hich included a call for papers, this 
one- day conference will focus on emerging 
issues in the important areas of special 
educational needs. 

The conference will include the 
presentation of six selected papers 
by speakers w^ho have established 
themselves as experts in the field of 
IT and special education. An audi- 
ence of around 200 teachers, carers 
and special education co-ordinators 
is anticipated* and it is open to 
anyone interested in the area. 

The conference fee of £20 
includes entrance to Acorn World 
'95 and covers all conference papers 
and reports, coffee, lunch and tea. 

The conference starts at 10,30am 
and doses at 4.30pm. For more 
information contact the conference 
co-ordinator on (01223) 254410. 

Coming soon 

Watch out for more show r news in 
next month's issue, as Acorn unveils 
its plans in more detail. We hope to 
have a sneak preview of the Acorn 
stand and more about the theatre, 
special equipment offers, games 
competitions and prizes you'll find 
at the show. Don't forget the P&O 
special offer detailed in fast 4^ 
month's Acorn User, 



WEMBLEY EXHIBITION CENTRE 
27-29 OCTOBER 1995 


TICKET HOTLINE 01933 441 448 

Advance Prices: Adults £5 Children £4 Family £16 

SPONSORED BY 

USER 
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Dept ACU, 73 Chapel Street, LEIGH, 
Lancashire, WN7 2DA. 

01942 677777 

Fax 01942 672300 
email Sales @kc$prem. demon, co. uk 
Education & Health Authority orders Accepted- 


CLEANING MATERIALS 



3.5" Floppy Disk Drive Cleaning Kit 

£2.13 * 

£2,50 

5.25* Floppy Disk Drive Cleaning Kil 

£3.25 4 

£382 

CD ROM Cleaning Kit 

£3.50 A 

£4.11 

Ssresn Cleaning Sei ■ Sp*ay Pump a Tissue 

£3.40 a 

£4.00 

Keyboard Cleaning Tissues - pack ol 10 

£3.40 a 

£4.00 

Mwjm Cleaning Bet - Bcflle of Fluid. 10 Tissues. 1 0 Cleaning Slicks 

£3.40 a 

£4.00 

Glass Screen Flier Cleaning Kit - 1 0 Wet N Dry Tissues 

£3,40 * 

£4.00 

Screen Cleaner Tissues - Handy Diepernter with too Tntues 

£3.40 b 

£4 00 

Data Cleaning Tissy« , Handy Dispense* with 100 Tissues 

£3.40 ' 

£4 :: 

Laser Primer 8 Fax Cleaning Kit 10 Tissues 

£0-50 * 

£9.99 

SpreydUslar - 1 25m ol Carr .Dressed Air to Blast Away Dust 

£4 9$ b 

1.T.A2 

Label Cleaner - Rempves the siicky adhesive lefi behind from Labels 

£5.50 * 

£6.40 

DC2000 Senos Tape Drive Cleaning Kil 

£11.00 & 

£12.93 

DC 300, '500 Series Tape Drive Clearing Kit 

£11.00 b 

£12 *3 

6mm Tape Drive Cleaning Kit 

£22.59 b 

E26.44 

4mm Tape Drive Clean ng Kit 

£22.60 b 

£25,44 

Pnnter Cleaner - 24 C&eied Shwu i& Remove Toner 8 mk from Paper Path 

£6.00 b 

£7.05 


DISKETTES & DISK BOXES 


E* VH 




■i 



ftl 



Ea 


Payment by SwitttVVisa.'Chegue or Postal Order 
Wdcon»ij. 

SHOWROOM OPENING HOURS 


Monday 

T uesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Sunday 


I0arn - 6pm 
1 0am - 6pm 
10am - 6pm 

10am - 8pm 
10am - 8pm 

10am - 6pm 

By Appointment 


Authorised ACORN Dealer 


INKJET & LASER PAPER/OHP’s 

Ex Vai 

Iridium Larar/lnkjel Paper 100 gmn A4 500 shls £0,00 d 

Iridium Uwr/lnfcjet Paper 100 gmi A0 500 SMS C 1 4,00 d 

Laser Plus Laser.lrtkjef Psper 90 grm A* 50c Shss £5,1 0 d 

Ld S*r Pius inkjet CeaLed Paper lor Cole jr Printing A4 2D0 ShlS ci 6.00 d 

Premier Mafl Coated Inkjet Paper For Colour Pnntmg A4 200 ahE& Cl 4 ,00 J 

Premier Mfttl Costed Inkjet Paper For Coteur Printing As $0 shts E5.0O b 

H#wisn Packard Glossy Fap-er 51 &36J A4 fronts £41 .00 b 

Premujr doss- Coaled inkjet Paper For High Quality Colour Printing A4 SO strta £95.00 b 

Premier Glass Coaled Inkjel Paper lor High Quality Colour Printing A4 2D shls £16.00 r - 

Canqn LC-lfll Coated Inkjet Paper Tor Colour Pnntng A4 200 shls £10.00 (1 

Canen c.C’ 10 1 C-oated inkjet Paper for Colour Printing A3 1 Do shls £41 .00 d 

Epson Coaled Inkjet 720 DPI For High Quality Cola jr Printing (Stylus) A4 2DD shls £1 9.00 a 

Epson Coaled Jnkjel 300 CPI For Colour Printing on Stylus Colour A4 200 shls £1 7.00 « 

Premier inkjet Transpsrenpes lor Overhead Projectors A4 so sins £30.00 b 

Premier InVjel T ransparertties lor Overhead Projectors A4 20 this £1 5.00 b 

Hewlett Packard Inkjet Transparencies fpr Overhead Pipjedors 51636G A4 50 slrts £40.00 b 
Avery Inkjel Transparencies lor Overhead Proiectors A4 50 Shis £34.00 b 

3M Laser Transparencies 1c r Cvertiaad Projectors A4 £0 shls £25.00 b 

Premier laser Transparencies tor Overhead Projectors A4 50 shls £25.00 b 

Premier Laser Transpa renaes lor Overhead Projectors A4 20 shU £12.50 b 


IncVal 
£7.05 
El 5.45 
££.99 
£18. SO 
£10,45 
£5 35 
£43. IS 
£41.13 
£10-00 
£21-15 
£43.1 S 
£32-33 
£1053 
£35.26 
£17.53 
£47.00 
£39.95 
£23.33 
£29.33 
£14.59 


INKJET REFILLS 


* lnk i el RwHlI* are an economical method of 

* -S re-charging your ex I sting print cartridge. 

Premier Inks produce a comptele range of tried 3 
tested relfts that are suitable lor almost every 
inkjet primer on the market, Tne Jet Black refill is 
much darker than meal original cartridges and 
oUen ones taster wijh less ewsprey, so the 
output looks cleaner than before. 

The Refills are packed in convenient ready tO' um 
O ne way syringes end come Complete with a 
safety nozzle end FULL easy to use instructions 
covering to different types ei the nrasi popular 
cartridges, il lakes Utile mors than a couple ol 
nwiutes to torn i a print cartridge (whatever #» 
make), arid generally saves at least £0% off the 
cost of a new cartridge. 

Using ReMIs wrih disposable head print cartridges 
m no wily alfects ?ho warranty ol you* printer as 
me cartridge is considered a separate item. Also 
by using the PREMIER range of refills you wil not 
rose out on tho quality oi prim, in fact in most 
cases using these particular refills can improve the 
quality pi prim. 

II you are unsure about using InKjel Refills, call 
and speak to our stall who wM ba happy Eq send 
you a sample or the pri»*l out quality and a sot of 
instructions, so that you can see the results and 
hpw easy they am to use. twlore you decide to 
buy. 






Si Vtt Jrif I /*r 


Saigro Refift Any Coldgr 

£5 95 

a 

£8.99 

Tvws Refil Any Colour 

£11,05 

4 

£12.99 

Ouad (Four) Refilt Black Only 

£19.57 

a 

£22.99 

Tri-Cdour Refill C'M A V 

£17.01 

a 

£19.99 

Btfk 125m! RdiiH Kit Any Colour 

£21.27 

a 

£2499 

Oufc2SOml Refill Kit OM/Y or Black 

£38.29 

b 

£44.99 

Bl* 500ml Refill Kit Black Qnty 

£59.57 

b 

£69.99 

Irri Head Recovery Kit 

£3.40 

a 

£4,00 

125ml Cartridge Cleaning Kit 

£3.40 

El 

£4.00 

400ml Cartnpge- Cleaning Kit 

£8.50 

b 

£9.99 

TDQ Adaptor for Thinkjet Canridge 

£2. $5 

a 

£3.00 


v cctiiiws AVAmsiEmw ^fV-EP 

1 UlUUIMi 


ramer m 

"The Professional Choice" 


INKJET CARTRIDGES 


HP51020A DJ Doubte Ldo 

£17.82 

a 

£20,M 

HP5l633a DJ Portable Black 

£15.25 

a 

£17.92 

HP5 1 675A Tn Cotour Cartridge 

£20.85 

a 

£24.50 

HPS1&40A HP 1 2O0C Black 

£17,00 

A 

£1998 

HP510407 HF120DC C0A Or V 

£20.20 

a 

£23,74 

HP516044 T, inkjet Qu.etiel 

aw 

a 

£10.58 

HP51639A Pamljel XL Black 

£14.95 

4 

£17.57 

hp$i 606 C Pa«ttet Tn Colour 

£20.20 

a 

£2374 

NP61608A Paintjdl Black 

£22.20 

a 

£20.09 

HP51606R Pemljel Red 

£23.00 

a 

£27.03 

HP$i606&Pamtjet Blue 

£23.00 

a 

£27.03 

HP&1 606V Piiinfjet yellow 

£23.00 

a 

£27,03 

Epson Stylus 800 Black 

£8.00 

a 

E9.40 

Epson Stylus Colour - Colour 

£25,90 

a 

£29.38 

Epson Stylus Cdour ■ Black 

£12.00 

a 

£14.10 

Olivetti JP 150 Black 

£14.60 

a 

£17.18 

Canon BC-Ol Black 

£14.00 

9 

£16.45 

Canon ec-02 Slack 

£15.00 

a 

£17 63 

Canon BJC600 Black 

£5,20 

a 

£6.11 

Canon BJCGOO C'M or Y 

£0.20 

a 

£7.29 

Canon BJC4000 BC20 Black 

£21.00 

a 

£24 88 

Canon BJC400OBCI21 Black 

£7.00 

A 

£8.23 

Canon BJC4000BCI21 Colour 

£12.00 

a 

£14,10 

Canon Ji-20c Integra* Colour 

£14.03 

a 

£1649 

Canon JI-25S InEegrex Black 

£10,02 

a 

£11.77 

Canon &J$0Q.’33O Black 

£11.50 

* 

£13-51 

Canon sjcaoo Black 

£13.50 

a 

£15,86 

Canon BJC80D C'M or Y 

£17.00 

a 

£1998 


DUST COVERS 

Ex Vit r Uk Vai 
£6,00 a E7-&5 
£3,56 a £4.16 
£3.56 a £4.1 B 
£3.56 1 £4.18 
£6.00 a £7.05 
£6.00 a £7.05 
£4.5$ a £5 35 
£6.00 3 £7 05 
£3.56 a £4.13 
£6.40 a £7.52 
£3 56 A £4.13 
C3.S6 a £4.18 
£4.66 a £5.36 
£4. $6 a £$.36 


PC 2 Pteco DisS Covw 
PC Mini Tower Dusl Cover 
PC 14’ Universal Monrior Cover 
PC 102 Koy UK Keyboard Cow 
Acorn A5O0O All in One Dual Cover 
Acom A4[HX AH In One Dust Cover 
A«m A3Q1OGO20 Dusl Cover 
Fhsc PC (1 Stack) Duel Cover 
Snm $0 Cokxrr Printer Cover 
Large 132 Column printer Cover 
HP Desty-t 500 £5C SSO Cover 
Canon BJ 1 0 Dusl Cow 
Canon &J2O0 Dusl Cow 
Canon &JC6O0 Dusl Ccvur 


CONTINUOUS TRACTOR FED PAPER & LABELS 

Ex Vat flno Vat 

— H £3.63 d £4.50 

3 £14.39 d £13.91 

| £$.73 d £3.73 

a £22.38 d £26.30 

3 £4.82 d £5.66 

^ £24.25 d £28.49 

£$.7« d £6.79 

£16.97 J £19.34 


ro Perforalion 375 Shaels A4 
7(5 GSM Micro PorforeSion 2000 Shoots AJ 
70 GSM Micro Perforation 375 Shaels Coated Inkjet A4 
70 GSM Micro Partoralion 2000 Sheets Coaled I nkjet A4 
SO GSM Micro Pertoraliqn 375 Sheets A4 
SO GSM Micro Pertoralrin 2000 Sheets 44 
90 GSM Ltod Pridoratior!! 375 Sheets A4 
90 GSM Micro Perforation 1500 Sheets A4 


w iti.urJ. 


102x37mm 1 Across White Sail Adhesive 1003 Labels 
102x49mm t Across White Self Adhesive 7$o Labets 
127x49mm 1 Across White Self Adhesive 750 Libels 
89* 37mm 1 Across While Sett Adhesive 1000 Labels 
102x37mm 2 Across White Self Adhesive 2000 Labe 4 
i Q2*49mm 2 Across White S-etr Adhesive 1 500 Labels 
89*37mm 3 Across White Sett Adhesive 3000 Labels 


£11.00 b £12.93 
£6.50 b £0.09 
£0.50 t> £9.99 
£9-50 b £9.99 
£11.00 b £12.03 
£16.16 b £13 00 
£10.1$ b £16.99 
£16.82 b £22.11 


LASER TONER 


Canon LEP-8 IV 
Caror L&P SIH 
Ca*KXiLBP-4U 
HP Laseqet ityiilO 
HP Lasertut ItIPAlP 
HP Lascqet I' ISL4SI 
HP LaserJet 4/4W4MP/4P 
HP LaserJet 4L'4ML 
StarL&S 


Ei Vtt 
£70.00 
£59.00 
£52,00 
£52.00 
£40.00 
£05.00 
£70.00 
£43.00 
£63.00 


trie Wir 
d £62 25 
d £69.33 
(J E3M0 
d £31.10 
d £53.40 
d £11 1.62 
J £82 25 
d £53.40 
d £97.$3 


RIBBONS B c : 

Aroslrad DMP2O0O/3OCO 
AmstrwJ OMPSOWI 
Amstred L C$000 
Amstrad PCW02S&LQ35OO 
Amstrad PCW9512 
BrMher M 1 009f 1 024.i 1 09(1 209 
Erolhor M1813 r 1824U1924L 
CitUCri tJOO/LSPlO-'Swifl 24, '0 
Commed&re M PS 1 22Q''1 230 
Cemmod&re M PS 1 500(1 550 
Epegn LQ100 
Epson LXIOO 

Epson l020G'40a'5CH>'&00'6$0 
Epson LCIOOCflOSOf 1 07G'1 1 70 
Epson FX/MJOTOWtyFXOflOO 
Epson FSO'M-X 1 CO.-FX MX 1 COO 
Epson LX$Q. I 96,'90 
Fujitsu DL330&'3400. DX2200 
IBM 4207/4212 Prop.-mler X24 
Mannesman Tally 8D.'fi1 
NEC Fkwriler P220,'P2f- 
0»v ML1 82(183 r 1 92j T9^1 95 
Oki ML323 32 1 .'380''39&‘391 
Psnasonc KX-P l f2Gi1 24/1 140 
Panasonc KX’PiO$GTi60r90 
Panasonic KX- P 1 624/1 540.T 624 
Panasonic KX- P2 1 23/21 24/2 1 80 
Seicosha SL9(V92f95«6 
Star LC10KV1M 
Star LC200 
Star LC24-t0^0a00 
Star ND.'NL.m'NXIt). N 324-10 
Taxan Kagia KPS 1 aBTSfl I ft^l 5 
Criizan 224 240 Swifl 24-0 
Commodore MPS 1 500/1 550 
Panasonic KX-P2 1 23/2t24f2 1 SO 
Star LC1W20/1M 
Star LC20C 
Star LC24- 1 0&Bt2QQ 


GIBBON 


1-5 

6+ 

L RIBBON 

FvVaf 


irv Ver 

Ex Vat 

tns Kaf 

2482RN 

£280 

n 

£3-29 

£2.65 b 

£3,n 

2426RN 

£3 66 

a 

£4.30 

£3.51 b 

£4.12 

2886DN 

£6.10 

a 

£7.18 

£5.95 n 

E6-99 

2944DN 

£2.05 

a 

£3.38 

£2.70 & 

0.17 

2949FN 

£3.38 

a 

£3,97 

£3,23 b 

0,80 

2412FN 

£3.90 

a 

£4,58 

£3.75 b 

£4.41 

2905 DM 

£4,68 

a 

£5.74 

£4.70 b 

£5,52 

2939DN 

£3 85 

a 

£8.35 

£2.70 b 

£3,17 

2843RD 

£4.50 

a 

£5.2& 

£4.30 b 

£5-05 

2663PD8 

£6.75 

a 

£7.93 

£6.55 D 

£7.70 

2986RD 

£4,10 

,1 

£4.82 

£4.00 b 

£4.70 

2999 RO 

£3.03 

a 

£4.50 

£3.50 b 

£4.11 

2477 DN 

£3,45 

a 

£4.05 

£3=25 b 

£3.82 

2478DN 

£4,10 

a 

£4.82 

£4.00 b 

£4.70 

2Z73FN 

£2.90 

a 

£3.41 

£2.70 b 

£3.17 

2320FN 

£3.30 

a 

£4.30 

£3,16 b 

£371 

2454FN 

£2,12 

a 

E2.49 

£2.00 b 

£2.35 

28490N 

£3.75 

a 

£4.41 

£3.55 b 

£4.17 

4S46FN 

£3,88 

a 

£4.56 

£3.68 b 

£4.32 

2696MS 

£3,90 

a 

£4,58 

C3-70 b 

£4.35 

2844RD 

£3,03 

a 

£3.56 

£2-93 b 

£3.44 

2455RH 

£3,17 

a 

£372 

£3-90 b 

£3.53 

2874RD 

£332 

a 

£3-90 

£3-15 b 

£3,70 

2904RD 

£3.46 

a 

£4.07 

£3.26 b 

£3,83 

2905RN 

£2.89 

a 

£3.40 

£2.69 b 

£3-16 

2953&D 

£4.55 

a 

£5.35 

£4.35 b 

E5.1t 

2984RD 

£5.75 

a 

£6.78 

£5.05 b 

E5.52 

2&20DN 

£5.70 

a 

£6,70 

£5.50 b 

£8,48 

266 IF N 

£2.29 

a 

£2 69 

£2 09 & 

£2.48 

2954 FN 

£300 

a 

£3 58 

£3 90 b 

E3 4J 

2S68DN 

£2.66 

a 

£3.36 

£2.56 t 

£313 

2781 ON 

£3.65 

a 

£4.52 

£3.65 b 

£4.29 

2223RN 

£3.14 

a 

£3.69 

£3.00 b 

£3.53 

29&40N 

£12,81 

a E 1 5.05 

£12.51 bE 14.82 

2863RDC 

£9.36 

aCl.1.02 

CJ.qo b £10.58 

2985R0 

£10,63 

a £12.49 

£10.50 b £12.34 

2069FN 

£8,00 

a 

£7.05 

£5,80 b 

£6.82 

2969FN 

£9.70 

* Ell 49 

£9.58 b £11.28 

2952 DN 

£9-03 

a £11,33 

£9-43 0 EH.08 


50 Capacriy Lockable 3 Dividers 
20 CapaGfty Fi ip Tcp Smoke Odour 
1$ Cepacrty Novelty Step Cube 
12 Capacity Ft p Tbp Clear 
10 Capacity -Trandy' Flip Top (Black or Mini) 
1 Capacity Flip Top Clear 
D$0D 3.5' Diskettes 1-50 

DSDD 3.5' Diskettes SMOO 

DSCD 3.5' Diskettes 101 + 

DSHD 3.5' Diskettes 1 . «Mb f *50 

DSHD 3.S' Diskettes 1 -44Mb 5i - 1 W 

DSHD 3.5* Diskettes i . 44Mb 101-2CO 
DSHD 3,5' Diskettes 1 44Mb 201 + 



A vaiiatfie as FORMA TTED 
PCDOS 1,44Mb tf Required, 
at no extra cost! Please State, 


£2.35 
£1.70 
£2.55 
CD. 85 
ft .70 
£0.60 
£0.30 
£0,28 
£0.27 
£0.42 
£0.40 
£0.38 
£0.36 


£3.00 
£2.00 
£3.00 
El .00 
£ 2.00 
£0.39 
£0.35 
£0.33 
£0.32 
£0.49 
£0.47 
£0.45 
£0.43 


SPEAKERS 


2Y.ps Amplified 3 Watt* ftWS, ideal for Acorn er PC 
SGUNDWave 10. SOW Sneilded Arr^llfiad Speakers 1c r ACCrh dr PC 
MICROPHONE, w.m 3.5mm Jack Plug 
Clip On Micrcphqne wi|h 3.5mm Jack Plug 


E* Vat ire v*t 
£30.00 d £35-25 
£59.00 d £69 32 
£4.2$ b £4 99 
£5-90 a £6-93 


DATA SWITCH BOXES 


2 Printers - T Computer Centronics tp Centronics 
2 Compiler* ■ 1 Pnnfer CemlroniCA to Centronics 
4 Printers - 1 Computer Cendronics to Centronica 
4 Compute rs - 1 Printer Cantroncs to Centronics 
4 Compmens - 1 Monitor VGA (.15 Pin HD (F>) A KB ($ Pin Dm) 

2 Compulerg - 1 Monitor EGA (9 Pin 0 (F)} 4 KB ($ Pin) 

2 ■ 1 Way Serial 25 Pin D Typa Femeio i* 25 Pin D Type Female 
4 - 1 way serial 25 Pin D Type Female 1o 25 Pin D Type Female 
2 Seed - 1 Scarf TV Standard Euroscan to Eurescart 




.!■ 






Ex Vai trie vm 
£11.75 b £13.31 
£1 1 r75 b £13 31 
£15.95 b £13,7* 
£16.95 b £16.74 
£18.06 b £21.15 
£17.00 b £19 97 
£10,75 b £12.63 
£14.95 b £17,57 
£11.75 b £13.81 


AVERY* 

Specialist Laser 
& Inkjet Labels 


Templeies for 

AD Avdty Labels 
fivaileb'B *QS 

impression. 
£5.00 dr Free 
with 3 Packs ol 



INKJET White 

J0140M 63.5x36. t Jim (21 fpe, 40shta) 
J8161M 63,5*46.6ffuiT. (13 rpj., 40 ehls) 
JS162M 99.1x34fflffi (15 lps. 40 ShlS) 

J8163M 99. 1x38.1 nun (14 lpS r 40 Shlfi) 
JS16SM 99.lx67.7rvm (0 Ips, 40 ehla) 

J3660A1 70xS2mm (10 fc*. 25 shia) 

J&551M 38 1*21 2mm [0$ Ips. 25 Shu) 

IN KJET While For COLOUR PtinbnQ' 

J0365 99.1x67.7mm (6 Ips. 2$ ph!&> 

J0353 99, 1*33.1 mm {14 |p*, 25 Shla) 

J6362 99.1x34mm {13 Ips. 25 shls) 

JS360 63.5x36.1 mm {21 Ipe. 25 ehla) 

INKJET Clear 

J&560M 63.5x36. 1mm {21 Ips. 46 ehta) 
J3562M 99. 1 *34mm ( 1 6 Ips. 43 shls) 

J8563M 99. 1*33.1 mm {14 |ps, 40 SMi) 
J6565M 99.1x67.7mm {8 Ips, 40 shift} 

LASER 

L70OO Mixed Trial Pack. 

L71 59 64x34mm {24 ips, 100 ShlS) 

L71S0 83.5x38.1 TWO (21 Ijps, 100 Shti} 
L7160M 33.5x38. 1n«i (21 [pa, 40 sbts) 
L7l$0£ 63.5x33.1 mm {2f ps, 250 sb^J 
L71B1 83 $*46.5fflm (18 1 pi, 100 Shls) 

L7162 99. 1 x34mrtf ( 1 5 IpS, lOOihtft} 

L7162M 99.1x34mm (IS lpa r 40 sNs) 

U7 1 63 99. 1 x36. 1 mm ( 1 4 Ips. ICO 9r,1e) 
L7163M 99.1 *33.1 mm {1* Ips, 40 StltS) 
L71&3S 99.1x38.1mm (14 lps r 25 sMsi 
L7164 63.5x72mm(12lps. lOOaWe) 

L716S 99,1x67.7mm {$ tpt, 100 shts) 

L7 1 85M 99. t x67.7min {8 Ijpft. 40 tfsle) 

L7135E 99. 1 *67. 7mm {8 fs. 250 shls) 

L71 $6 99. 1x93. 1mm (6 **. TOO this) 

L?167 199,6*239,1 mm (1 Ips, 100 shis) 

L7168 199.0*1 43.5mm (2 IpS, lOOehlS) 

L7169 139x99- 1mm {4 fce. 1(50 shEa} 

L7l73 99.O6xS7mm(l0lps, lOOshls) 

L7283 99. 1x36. 1mm {14 ips, 25 Shtft} 

L7363 99. 1x30.1 mm (14 Ips. 25 shta} 

L7630 63.5 Dia {12 Ips, SO shta} 

L7G51 38.1x21 .2mm (55 ips. 25 Chtfr} 

L76S1H 38.1x21.2mm (33 Ipa. TOO shta) 

17654 76 2x46,4mm (12 tps, 14 shts] 

L7671 76.2N40.4mm (12 |ps. 2&ah1*) 

L7674 145x17mm {16 Ips, 2$ shl&} 

L7655 09*42mm (12 |ps. 25 shte) 

L765640*1 1.11mm (84 IjM, 256htS} 

L7864 70x71 ,9mm (3 Ips. 25 ahls) 

L7664H 70x7 1.9mm (0 Ips. ICOsMfl) 

L7305 72x21 .1 5nt«i (24 rpa. 25 It) 

L76G6 70x52 mm 1,10 ip&. 25 shls) 

L7367 133x29 61 mm (9 tpa, 25 shls) 

L7670 63.5 &b (12 ips. 25 sh|&> FV 
L7630 38. 1 x2 1 . 2mm (65 ips, 25 shts } 

L7690 38. 1*21 .2mm (55 Ips. 25 shtft} 

27 170 134x1 1mm (24 Ips, £5 shift'. 

L7171 200x60mm (4 ips, 2$ shts} 

L7172 100x30mm (13 Ips. 25 StiW) 

LASER Mini-Sheets 

L2 166 09,9x$0.3mrri (4 Ips, 40 shis) 

L21 03 1 01 .8x50.8mm (4 Ips. 40 ahts) 

L2162 101.6x33.8mm (6 Ips, 40 shls) 

L2I60 &$.&x25.4flnm (3 Ips. 40 this) 

L218* 50x14mm (20 (PS, 40 Shtft} 

LASER Clear 

L7551 36- 1*2 1.2mm (35 lp«. 25 ftMS) 

L7562 99.1x33.9mm [18 lpa r 50 sMkI 
L7562S 99,ix33.9riim (16 ips. 25 shts) 

L7503 99. 1*38. 1mm [14 Ipe. 50 ShlS) 

L7363S 99.1x38.invm (14 Ipe. 26 fthts) 

L756S 99.1x67.7mm {$ (ps. SO shta} 

L7675S 99,l*37.7r*uri (3 Ips, 25 «h (s) 

LASER BuaEneaa Cards 

L74 1 3 90*50, 0mm {10 Ips. 25 ShES) 

LASER Name Badge a 

L7418K 66.6x55, 5mm (6 fca, 3 sms, 10 HoWen 
L74 16 06.5*55 5mm (8 Ips. 25 fthlS) Rel.il Pk 

LASER Poalcarda 

L7421 I39.37x97.29mm {4 Jps. 25 shta} 


Addressing Ubela 
Addressing Labels 
Addressing Labels 
Addressing Labels 
Parcelling Labeia 
3.5' Disk. Face Only 
Mini Addrasftftmg Label* 


Addressing Labels 
Addresfth’.g Labels 
Addreftfting Labels 


Addressing Ubeis 
Address ng La£4lS 
Addressing Labels 
Parse ;.ng Labels 


Va^us Sample Sheets 
Addressing Labels 
Addressing Labels 
Addressing Labels 

Addressing labels 
Addressing Laba ft 
Addresaing Labafe 
Addressing Labels 
Addressing Labels 
Addressing Labels 
Addraasing Labels 
Addressing Lsbels 
Parcelling Labets 
Parcelling Labels 
Parcelling Labala 
Parcelling Labels 
Shipping label 
Shipping Labels 
Paroer.ng Labels 
Shipping Labels 
Addressing Flora see nl YallCw 
Addressing Ftorascanfl Pink 
White Circular Labels 
Mini Addressing Labels 
Mini Addressing Labels 
Video Spine 6 Fate Labels 
Video Face Labels 
Video Spine La&els 
Aud.e Cassette Ubefs 
35mm Slide Labels 
$,$’ Diskette Wrap Over 
3.5' Diskette Wrap Over 
Mim Oats Cartridge UbeS 
3.5' Diskette Fece Only 
^lendaro Data Cartridge 
Fioresccm Ye»oiv Circular 
Mini Addressing Geld 
Min Address ng Silver 
Eurofdiiojfdirrg Labels 
Lavs* A'ch Labels 
Ring Binder Labels 


3.5' Dr&keite Face Only 
Perce liing Labels 


Addressin.g Labels 
Buepensksn Fie 


Mifii Addressing Transparent 
Addressing Transparent 
Addressing Transparent 
Addressing Transparent 
Addrosting Transparent 
ParDelling Transparent 
Parcelling Transparent 


Business Cards* 
Micro Performed 


Name Badge 6 Ho dors 
Name Badge 



Ex Vat rne Vwt 
£11,00 b £12 93 
CU.M & £12.93 
£11.00 b £12.93 
£11.00 b £12 93 
£11,00 b £12,93 
Cl 1.00 b £12.93 
£11.00 b £12.93 


£10.00 b £21.15 
£10.00 b £21.15 
E1B.O0 b £2 1.1 5 
£16,00 b £21.15 


£16.50 b £21.74 
£16.50 b E21.74 
£10.60 b £21.74 
£10.50 b £21.74 


£5.00 
£70.50 
£S0.$0 
£11.00 
£45.00 
£20.50 
£20.50 
Cl 1.00 
£20.50 
£11. M 
£ 0.00 
£20.50 
£20.50 
£ 11.00 
£45.00 
£20.50 
£20.60 
£20-50 
£20.50 
£20.60 
£11.00 
£ 11,00 
£13.00 
£8.00 
£20.50 
£ 11.00 
£ 11.00 
£11.00 
C11.M 
£11. M 
£11.00 
£20.50 
£11.00 
£11.00 
£11,00 
£11.50 
£17.00 
£17,00 
£11.00 
£11.00 
£11.00 


a £5.38 
h E24.09 
b £24.09 
b £12.90 
J £52,63 
b £24.09 
b £24.09 
& £12.93 
b £24.09 
t> £12 93 
b £9.40 
b £24.09 
b £24.09 
b £12 93 
d £$2.35 
b £24.i 
b £24.09 
b £24.09 
b £24,09 
b £24.09 
b £12,93 
b £12.93 
b £15.28 
b £9.46 
b £24.09 
b £12.93 
b £12,93 

b £12.93 

b £12.93 
b £12 -93 
b £12.93 
ti £24.09 
b £12.93 
b £12-93 
b £12.93 
b £13.51 
b £19.98 
b £19.96 
b £12.93 
b £12.93 
b £12.93 


£7,50 b 
£7.50 b 
£7.50 b 
£7.50 b 
E7.50 b 


£9-51 

£ 8.81 

£8.81 

£5.81 

£0.01 


Cl 5.00 b £17.63 
£25,00 t £29.38 
£15.00 b £l 7.63 
£25,00 b £29.30 
£15.00 b £17.63 
£25-00 b £29.38 
£15-00 b £17.63 


£15.00 b £17.03 


£17.00 b E1&.0& 
£13.50 b £ 1 5 80 


£16,00 b £18,80 










CABLES & ADAPTORS 


Maine Load 3 Pin MouNJed 5 amp 
Mans Lead Exleniion M-F 
4 Gang Extension 
Parallel Printer Cable 1.8M 
PataHsl Primer Cable 3M 
Parallel Primer Cable 5M 
Bi-Directional Parallel Primer Cette 
Centronics - Conlronies Cable 2M 
Centronics ■ Cenlrwvira Cable 3M 
Serial Cabte 2MS6 Pin M-F 
Serial Cable SM 25 Pin M-F 
Laplln* Cable 1.SM £5S9F-2$&9F 
Midi Leads (Pair) 

Phono Leads {Pair} 

Phono to Stereo Jack Convertor 


Computer or Printer Powe r L ead 
Cony>utar to Monrior power Lead 
t Mains Socket converted to 4 r Fused 
Normal printer Coble PC/AcomfAiari etc 
Norma! Printer Cable PGfAcom/Atari etc 
Norma! Printer Cable POAoenVAlari etc 
Fast Cats Transfer Cause 
Switch Box Cable 
Switch Bex Cable 
AttPins ConnactedfPrinfer Cable 
Att Arts CcmeetedPrinter Cable 
Data Transfer Cable Null Modem (X-Over) 
Music Data Transfer Cables 5 Pm Din 
2xPhono Transtw/Exiension Cable 
3.5mm Stereo Jack to SxPhono Plugs 
VG A/5 VGA Monitor Extension Cable 2M 15 Pin HD M-F 

Keyboard! Extension Cable 2M Guriy 5 Pin Din M-F standard PC Keyboard 

Keyboard Extension Cable 2M PS2 Cttriy PSin-sc PC M-F Keyboard Ext 
Mouse Extension Cabte 2M 9 Pin D Type M-F Extender CflJ5.ro 

Joystick Extension Cade 2M PC 15 Pin D Type M-F Exiendbr Cable 

Joystick Splitter Alfows the Use of 2 Joysticks on a PC 

AmnimMQQOiSOW - Scan Load 1.5M j$ Pin HDD Type to Edfotcart(Not Sony) 
AaOlOraaZOMOOtt'SOGC - CMB833 MKl JB Pin HD O Type - 9 Pin 

A3 CM 0/302 074000/5000 - CMBS33 MKII 15 Pin HQ p Type -9 Pin A Phono Leads 

A 30 1 0^30204000/6000 ■ AKFl 7 & AKF30 15 Pm HD D Type -9 Pin 
SCSI 25 Pin D - Centronics SCSI interface to External Box/CD or HD 

SCS I 50 Way IDC Ribbon Cable 1 M Internal SCSI Cable (Can be Custom made) 
SCSI Centronics to Centron cs i M External Daisy CftainSngSwUctt Box Cable 

IDE 40 way Cable 1 5' for 2 hard Drives Internal for 2x3. 5 m IDE Hard Drives or CD's 
internal Cable for 25' tDE Hard Drive $&* 
As afwv* Out only 4cm long (A 1200. etc) 
Internal Cable tor CD POM to interface 
CD to Soundcard'lniertace for Audio CD'S 
Internal Cable lor CD POM to interlace 
CD to Soundcard'lnierfaca tor Audio CDS 
Internal Cable tor CD ROM to interlace 
CD tb Soundcar&iniertace for Audio COS 
internal Fteppy Disk Drive CsOto 3 5‘fa 25" 
Spirt!#/ to add an Extra 4 Pin Power Lead 
As above but for 3.5" Floppy Disk Dnves 
Converts Sid 5 Pin Din Keyboard to P$2 
Converts P$2 Keyboard to StdSPin Din 
Converts Seda) 9 Pin Mouse to PS2 
For use on Restricted Access Computers 


ICE 40 Way Sub Miniature Cable 
ICE 40 Way Sub Miniature Cable Short 
Puna ionic CD Ribbon Cable 40 Way 
Panasonic CD Aucfe Cable 
Sony CD Ribbon Cable 34 Way 
Sony CD Audio Cable 
Mileumi CD Ribbon Cable 40 way 
Mhsumi CD Audio Cable 
2xFloppy Disk Drive Ribbon Cabte 
Power Cable Spinier 5.25' or HD, 'CD 2-1 
Power Cable Splitter 3.5' 2-1 
PS2 Keyboard Adaptor 
PS2 to 5 Pin Keyboard Adaptor 
PS2 Mouee Adaptor 
Dongle Dangle 6cm 


erWf 

£3.70 
£370 
£6 50 
£2.55 
£4.55 
£6.50 
£ 11.00 
£4je 
£6.50 
£4,28 
£B.50 
£3.50 
£8 00 
£3.50 
£3.00 
£6.50 
£6.50 
£6.50 
£6.50 
£5 50 
£8.50 
£6.50 
£8.50 
£8.50 
C6J50 
C12-OQ 
£ ASK 
£14.00 
£3.00 
£8.50 
£7.00 
£3.00 
£3-00 
£3.00 
£3.00 
C3-W 
£3.00 
£3.00 
£3.25 
£3.25 
£3-50 
£3.50 


Inc vet 
a £4.35 
a £4,35 
b £7.84 
a £3.00 
t? £5,35 
b £7,04 
b £12.03 
a £5.03 
a £7.64 
a £5.03 
b £999 

3 £0.99 
a £9.40 
a £4.t1 
a £3.S3 
a £7.64 
a £7.64 
a £7.54 
a £7.84 
a £7.64 
a £9 99 

a £9.99 
a £9.99 
a £9.99 
a £9.99 
b £14.10 
a CASK 
b £16.45 
a £3.53 
a £9-99 
a £623 
a £3.53 
a £3.53 
ft £3.53 
a £3.53 

4 £3.53 
a £3-53 
a £3.53 
a £3,02 
a £3.02 
a £4.1 1 
8 £4,1 1 
a £4.11 
□ £9.40 


Pot other cobles not listed dr specialist catrios. please cell with spG&ticaiton&nd l veil make rr ft* you 


NETWORKING 

Ex Vet tec Vat 

GNC Terminators £2.00 a £2.35 

6NC SoiderToss Crinpp Plugs £125 js £1.47 
BNC Crinyp Plug Csble Boat £0-50 a £0.59 
BNC Inline Connedors £1.M a £1.76 

SWOT Piece £i.60 a £i 76 

BNC cable wiih Plugs 2M £4,00 □ £4.70 
BNC Cabte with FfogaSM £8.00 b £9.40 
EMC Cable wth Progs TOM £i 2.00 b £14,10 

GNC Cabte With Plugs 25M £19.00 d £22.33 

SNC Cable 100M Reel £50.00 d £70.50 

NE200O tSA PC Combo Card £30,00 c £35.25 
NES000 PCI PC Combo Card £ POA c E POA 
NE2000 Notebook PC Adaptor £05,00 d £99,03 

Access Card for Acom .from issoq 4 £99.98 

Repeater Hubs {Various) £ POA e £ PDA 

Bridges (Various} £ POA e £ POA 

KCS are experienced In meet lypes of Networking 
and can in si el a complete network from £300. 
Cab tor delator advice. 


PRINTERS 


Citizen ARC 24 Pm Cdtour 
Hp DeskJet Portable 
HP De&kret ^ttSF/COIOur K 
HP Deskjet S40C 
HP Doakjat 660C 
Canon &IC6O0 
Canon 8JC4000 
Canon GJ2OO0* 

Canon BJ230ex 
Canon BJlOsx 
Epson Stylus 8O0* 

Epson Slyius Colour 
HP Laserjel. 4L 


£135.00 
£150.00 
I £225.00 
£ 225.00 
£365,00 
£350,00 
£290.00 
£195-00 
£ PD A 
£ 160.00 
£189.00 
£345.00 
£410.00 


'nf war 
d £153.63 
d £178.25 
e £264.33 
* £264.33 
ft £428.08 
e £411.25 
e £351.33 
e £339.13 
e £POA 
0 £190.50 
e £233.08 
b £405.30 
C £461.75 


CD Caddy 

Ex Vet 
E5.Q0 a 

Inc Vel 
£3.38 

CD Disk Cleaner 

£2.98 b 

£3.50 

CD Tray Ripper Holds 20 

£2.55 b 

£3 00 

Empty CD Jewel Case 

£0.50 a 

£0.59 

CD Pretetf pr Rings (Pack o( 5) 

£1.50 a 

£1.76 


ACORN SOFTWARE CLEAROUT! 


Rill office data 


Novelty Meuse Mats 

Hamburger 

Pi9 

ttowri 
Ladies Top 
Male Torgr? 

Ftwlbflll 

Cat 


Frog 

Cosmic Rings Screen Saver Se 
Baltlascapa Screen Sauer Set 



toe Per 

Copy Holdera 

Ei V&i 

a 

£4.18 

Paperclip - Monitor Arm 

£4 26 

a 

£4.19 

C op yl ravel - Portable 

£4,26 

a 

£4.19 

Copyplus Desktop 

C7.S0 

a 

E4.TS 

Ccpyplus Solid Base 

£12,00 

a 

£4.18 

Ccpyplus Flexible Arm 

£12,72 

a 

£4 19 

Copypius A3 Exlemton Kit 

£7.00 

a 

£4.18 


0 

£4.18 

Various Acoaasorlaa 


a 

£4.18 

Ergo Mouse Pad - Hard Mai 

H26 

a 

£4.18 

Ergo Mouse Tray 8 Wrisl Resl 

E6.0O 

a 

£4.18 

Mousen'Scannar Holder 

£2,50 

a 

£4 18 

Novelty Cal Meuse Holder Red 

£2.50 

a £19 38 

Novelty Cat Meuse Holder Black 

£2.50 

a 

£10.58 

Novelty Cat Mouse Holder Grey 

£2.50 


£$.00 

£5.00 

£0,61 


INTERNET 

Heard the latest "Buzz - word Irom the 
Computer Worlds 

Want 10 get connected to the fast of Ihe 
World for the price of a local phone call? 

Want your own EMAIL address'? 

Weil $hew you how, and provide ail the 
information and software you need, b* ft for 
the Aeom or the PC. Call now and -speak to 
our technical stafl who will bo happy to 
advise cm ihe bast type al modem, who 
provides the services and who is Jhe best 
priced on ihe market. 

See Modem Section Below! 


Wflcnito Wrist Resi 
Dinosaur Mouse Mat 
Dinosaur Wrist Rest 
Combo Pad Thick Meuse Mai 
Keyboard Vendors 
Keyboard Calculator 
Keyboard Stelion (PC) 

Wrisl Support Fabric 
Wrisl Support Plastic 
Disk Porter Ring Binder 3.5’ 
Disk Clips (3) Ring Binder 3.5- 
Disk Pocket Leatherette herds $ 
D $k Mailer holds 5 Reusable 
Monitor Swivel Stand 12-14" 
Universal 2 Pee Primer Stand 
AS Above wlih Printout Tray 
Stax 133 Column Printer Stand 

Monitor Filters 
Economy Glass Finer 14‘ 
Economy Glass Finer 1$- 
Etonoffiy Glass Finer 17‘ 

Light Glass Screen Filter 12*15' 
Dark Glass Screen FPler 12-15* 
Privacy Filter OTi View 12-15 1 


£4,00 0 
£4.50 b 
£4.00 0 
£4.59 b 
C5.25 ir 
£16.00 0 
£4J26 B 
£15.80 d 
£3,00 b 
£4,90 t> 
£4J26 l 
E3^5 Li 
£8.00 b 
£350 ii 
£14.00 rt 
£3.00 C 
£6.50 (I 
£13.00 tl 


£18.40 d 
£21.50 d ££$,H6 
£65.00 1 £7533 
£56.00 ti £6560 
£66.00 c £77.55 
£85,00 e £99,88 


ACORN UPGRADES 

& Vat Inc Vet 
£292.67 
£293.57 
£133.95 
£210.32 
£92.02 
£52.07 
£134.57 
£155.10 
£97.53 


£79.00 c 
£46.00 b 
£86.00 c 
E132-Q0 C 
£83.00 b 
£79.00 b 
£52.00 b 
£114.00 c 
£19.00 b 
£137.00 c 


£55.00 (I 


4-8 MB Up. (31 0,440, 4QQi'1 ) £2:49.00 c 
4-5 MB Up. (A300flr50M) £246.00 c 

Arm 3 (A300V400) i FPA Secket ft 14 e 
Aim 3 A* Bbow with FPA. £179-00 c 
fpa upgredo tor A5OO&'540 

A3010 1-2 MB Upgrade 
A3010 2-4MB Upgrade 
A 3010 1-4 MB Upgrade 
A302O/4OOO 2-4 MB Upgrade 
ASOOO 2-4 MB Upgrade 
A3 000 1-3 MB Upgrade 
A3 000 1-4 MB Upgrade 
A3000 Serial Port Upgrade 
A3 10 4Mb Upgrade 
Rise OS Carrier Board ( A0 1 0} £22.00 t 
MEMC 1 A upgrade KM E2fl.oo b 

A400/1 1Mb Upgrade por meg £45.00 b 
RtSC OS 3.1 Up. Rom 5 Books £75410 d 
Midi Expansion Card £79.00 c 

CD ROM Drives SCSI £POA d 

CO ROM Drives IDE £PDa d 

Scanllghl Junto* Handheld £1 75.00 d 

VIDI Archimedes 
Hard Drives (Int) A3O1CV302O 
A301O HD Snlertace £69.00 p 

A3010 HD inl.Fate & User Pori £79.00 d 
85Mb Hard Drive 2.5* IDE £1 00.00 tl 
1 20Mb Hard D rive 2.5* IDE £l 1 0.D0 tl 
1 70Mb Herd Drive 2 S’ IDE Cl 25-00 d 
21 0Mb Herd Drive 2-5" IDE £155.0Od 
340£lb Hard Cnve 2.$’ IDE £190,00 d 
Hard Drives (Iril) A40OQ/5QOO 
420Mb Hard Drive 3.5’ IDE £146.00 d 
500Mb Hard Dnve 3-S' «DE £1 65.00 d 
530Mb Herd Drive 3. 5" SCSI £195-00 d 
1 Gb Hard Dnve 3.$’ BDSi £325.90 « 
Hard Drives (ext) A3090 
-A3 0OD Req Jnlariaca & Cb&b: 

A30O0 IDE Nerface Podute Cso.qd e 
A3O0O Hard Drive Case es$jdo d 
210WD Hard Drive 3.5" IDE £125,00 d 
420Mb Hard Drive 3.5" IDE £149,00 « 
560Mb Hard Drive 3.5’ IDE £165450 a 
Atom Original Mouse £25.00 b 

Acorn Replacement Mouse £16.00 & 


£6t,10 
£133 95 
£22.32 
£150.97 
£25.35 
C34.07 
£52.67 
£ 88.12 
£92.82 
£POA 
£POA 
£205.82 
£64.62 

£81.07 
£92 83 
£117.50 
r 1 £9 P5 

I 50 63 
£182. 13| 
£223.25 

£175,00 1 
£1 93.88 f 
£229.13 
£381.86 


£01,071 
£76.36 i 

£146,88 1 

C| 

£lOi.SS| 
£26.30 1 
£22.33 1 


FLATBED SCANNERS 


24 M dpi Fla tbed Colour A4 £425.00 c £499.30 
1 200 dpi Flatbed Colour A4 £375.00 ? £440.63 
Transparency Adaptor £3 10.00 1. £24$.75 

SCSI Interface (State Machine) £69,09 u£l 10.33 

Full OLQU Ftetbed Scanners at Low C09I . 

Upto 2400 Dots Per inch Scaning capabilrty (PC) 
and 600 Dpi using Adoitt Software. Both Acorn 
and PC Scanning software auppliBd. 
Sample scans available - Send SA£ 8 Disk, 




MULT! - MEDIA KITS 


Ivlin Speed IDE CD ROM 
Triple Speed IDE CO ROM 
Quad Spaed IDE CD ROM 
Twin Speed SCSI CD ROM 
Quad Speed SCSI CD ROM 
External CD BAx S PSD 


Ex War me 
£95.00 d £111,03 
£135.00 tf £158,63 
E155JW d £162.13 
£119.00 d £129,25 
£220.00 d 
£05 -00 C £ 76.36 


RISC PC UPGRADES 


Rise PC 1MB VRAM 
Rise PC 2MB VRAM 
Rise PC Extra Slice 8 PSU 
Rise PC Extra Slice (no PSU) 
Rise PC Heavy Duly Kriyb&Ard 
Rise PC Keyb oard Extension 
Rise PC Mouse Extension 
Rise PC Mouse Mat (Rare) 
RISC PC 2nd HD Fixing Kit 
Rise PC Memory 4Mb 
Rise PC Memory 8Mb 
Rise PC Memory 16Mb 
RISC FC Memory 32Mb 


£70.00 

£189.00 

£99.00 

£39.00 

£64,00 

£6.50 

£6.50 

£4,00 

£0.00 

£110,00 

£236.00 

£395.00 

£760.00 


l £62 2.1 
: £222 del 
d El 16 33l 
d £45.B3| 
d £75.20l 
b £7.6*1 
b £7.04 1 
b £4.70! 
b £7.05 1 
£US. 55 1 
c £2 77.30 ■ 

■ F.525 59 1 

13 1 


□UAL DRIVE - 

Dual Drive adaptor which allows a saCOF-d llcpoy 
drive to be added, either inlamally or externally. 

Suitable for Rl« PC, A301-CI, A302O 8 A4O60, 

Trie dust drive adspKV fe 
very easy to fit 


?OCOrW SQfipy drive Of 0030 


Duet DnxeAdapw. 
15‘ Floppy 8 OsM 
£80.00 8 Val u 


Dirvi> Adapxx 
3.5- Floppy Drvve 
5.2S‘ Floppy Crtve 
External Case i psu 


MODEMS 



Ex Vat 


1 

i 

i 

i 

1 

015.00 d £130 -3 

| 29.800K External Fax.'Modem 

£210. DO 0 £2-1 G 79 

Ardax Software 

E2&.0O b 

£32.90 

jP ArcComm Soltware 

£40.08 & 

£47 -ro 

g Modem Cable 

£0.50 U 

£9.99 


n to Find Us by Road: 


ARCSHARE 

n ACORN to PC Network 
rare package for Voder £607 

ere otfe*o tm easy method ol 
ctirte your Atom Computer ta 
IM CrMTtpaHWe PC. ^ 

.j Aoom aco«s netertry ArcShare 

And Windows lor Workgroups 
: ie passible tor effort] esH 
UwneCtignS. H 

a otlers unrivallsd speed tor tranatomng files witt 
t k Netyplng al tw'h flnds. Wo maro rm ad it* nopp> 
nstors of worries about Hie Hte size. Even folders 
seated A Files deleted from another m* thinol 

toer Intoimatlon, will rxjwfw ■ Fotl Spec Shaai 


By Po-st - Sand Full details o( your Older,. together| 
wfih payment details. Include your Name, Address I 
£ Phone Number, Always include your Postcode. 

By Phone - Our 5te.1l Villi taka a'l tha necessary I 
deters over the phono, VOur ord«r w4l usually be| 
sent IhO samo day. 

By FOX ■ AS by Poet - Fax Np: 01 942 672300 
Carriage Charges - 

A*£l . B*ea. C=£3.S0. D=£4.50, E=£6. F=£9. 
a+a=B, a+b=C, a+c=D, c-rb=E. eto Coll if Unsure. 


Letters 


Good Acorn monitor 

Regarding your editorial in 
the May Acorn User , I 
wonder if Acorn has got this 
message at last. The AKF60, 
which is the minimal monitor 
supplied with the Rise PC, 
really seems rather good. It 
competes excellently in 
sharpness and stability with 
‘ordinary’ multisync monitors 
I have seen working on PCs 
down the corridor, I suppose 
it is too new to know whether 
it is reliable, though. 

1 do not think I am alone in 
liking the monitor. When I 
was ordering my Rise PC 
(which was before they were 
in very abundant supply), I 
ordered a supposedly superior 
I4in monitor to replace the 
AKF6G, This was at the stage 
when Acorn had announced 
its "enthusiast* scheme which 
made this possible. However, 
Norwich Computer Services 
recommended that I was 
wasting my money because 
their demonstration-model 
AKF60 seemed at least as 
good as my proposed alterna- 
tive. 

I suppose one should have a 
bigger monitor to do justice to 
the computer, but they are so 
huge (a fact not mentioned in 
the reviews) and take up lots 
of valuable desk space (apart 
from being rather expensive). 

I reckon a new pair of glasses 
is better value, 

Philip Draper 
Via the Internet 

AKF18s for free 

1 read the May 1995 issue 
with interest, especially the 
column about the AKF18. I 
have one, which I bought with 
my A 5 000 two years ago, and 
it has gone wrong four times 
since. However, Acorn 
always repaired it under 
warranty, until I eventually 
had to pay for a repair. 

I claimed the money back 
from Acorn through a fax, 
and surprisingly received a 
letter saying it would replace 
the monitor. I thought this 
would take weeks, but within 
a week of sending the letter, 
another AKF18, which I am 
assured does not have the 
same fault, arrived. 

I am praising Acorn for its 
quick and courteous service. 
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Hopefully, 
anyone who is 
experiencing 
the same prob- 
lems as me can 
write to Acorn 
and get the 
same response. 

Well done 
Acorn! 

K Patel 

Surrey 

Too many 
adverts 

1 have read 
your Acorn 
User magazine 
for a few 
months, and 
have now stop- 
ped. Yes, for a 
while I put up 
with the price 
of £2.95 and 
only getting 98 pages. 

I worked out that in the 
October issue there were 98 
pages, of which 38 pages 
were adverts, tw r o pages 
were subscriptions, another 
page was for back issues, 
leaving in total 56 pages 
worth reading, making it 
over 20p per page. I’m sorry, 
but I just can’t justify the 
expenditure. I have now 
noticed the price has gone up 
to £3.25. 

If there are so many 
adverts, why the high sale 
price? My friends who use 
PCs tell me they get much 
larger magazines for a frac- 
tion of the price. 

I can't justify it. Can you? 
If you can, I would love to 
hear from you. 

Joe Cole 
London 

Of course I can justify it. 
You’ve answered your own 
question when you say that 
PC magazines are cheaper 
and bigger - it’s because 
they have far more adverts, 
so they can afford to keep 
the price right down. The 
Acorn market doesn’t 
support that number of 
advertisers, as the demise of 
Acorn Computing shows. 

We always carry the same 
amount of editorial cover* 
age - normally 60 pages per 
issue - so fluctuations in size 
are down to the changing 





There are plenty of DTP packages out there, not just Impression, 


marketplace. Summer Is a 
quiet time, and Christinas 
busier, and the size of the 
magazine changes to reflect 
that. However, for your 
money you are getting the 
best Acorn coverage this 
side of the Watford gap, as 
well as the cover disc, so 
calculating each issue’s 
worth page by page is a 
little pointless. If you don’t 
like the contents , then that’s 
different, but the market- 
place dictates our price, as 
with all computer maga- 
zines. (MM) 

Sleuth reaction 

With reference to your review 
of Sleuth 2 in the March 
issue, we feel it is important 
to point out that some of the 
points made were inaccurate 
and/or misleading. 

The built-in spelling 
checker does not ‘automati- 
cally replace words it thinks 
are w f rong’: the spelling 
checker augments the OCR 
process. It does this by allow- 
ing the program to identify 
combinations of letters that 
do not make correct words 
and suggesting words that 
might be more suitable. The 
algorithm can then re-cheek 
the data present to see if it fits 
any of the suggestions well. 
The process is far more 
complex than your article 
suggests. 

Sleuth is criticised for not 


having a training facility and 
yet on your tests of a font not 
know f n to Sleuth you get up to 
100 per cent accuracy. 

Sheet feeding is a function 
of the hardware used and 
would be accessed through 
TWAIN, so we have no control 
over this function. Batch 
processing will be added to 
the next version of Sleuth , 
Finally, our pricing policy 
has not changed, but our 
products and the amount of 
resources required to produce 
them have. You cannot 
produce an application of the 
complexity of Sleuth and sell 
it for the same price as its 
predecessor. If we did we 
w^ould not be able to continue 
to create new applications of 
the standard of Sleuth. 

Ian MacDougall 
Beebug Ltd 

Impression ad 
infinitum 

I have read much in the Acorn 
press recently about "industr 
standards’ and how PC 
should keep an open min< 
not be blinkered. One 
vation I have on this 
the Acorn press - Ac. 
included - to look 
they are writing themsblves, 

1 am speaking of the contin- 
ual references to Computer 
Concepts’ Style and Ji 
sion family. Is there 
DTP package around? 
to be referred to so 




Write to Acorn User, IDG Media, Media House, Adlington Park, Macclesfield, SK10 4NP 


in such a way that nothing 
else is considered. There are 
many Ovation and First Page 
users out there who, I believe, 
feel left out. I have seen Style 
in use and agree that it is jolly 
good, provided you have 
something other than a base 
machine and are not using a 
standard Acorn monitor. 
Please give consideration to 
those at the lower end of the 
market. 

I have bought a DTP appli- 
cation recently: it is neither of 
the above, it's Textease from 
Softease, I have found it to be 
very easy to use, and offers a 
host of features at under £30, 
which is amazing value for 
money, 

C J Murray 
Birmingham 

It’s inevitable that bias will 
occur when we use one 
product ourselves so much, 
and it’s a market leader. 
Still, this month we’ve got a 
look at Ovation Pro , and 
next month weTl he looking 
at Textease, so we’re not as 
biased as all that. (MM) 



irst I lamented the loss of 
jrn Computing , But now I 
you have taken on Mike 
Cook, so all is not lost, I used 
to buy Acorn Computing 
because of Mike’s excellent 
articles, among other things. 

Alas, I started late in his 
series for that magazine so 
have not caught up with the 
knowledge needed to under- 
stand some of his articles. It 
f appears, however, that he is 
[ ..Starting afresh with Acorn 
User, which is good. Just 
don’t forget that a lot of us 
have the A30QG, so don’t 
concentrate solely on the Rise 
PC! 

R H Cumming 
Cleveland 

Mike has no intention of 
concentrating on newer 
machines only* In fact, his 
first article was all about a 
module which means all his 
parallel port projects - such 
as the racing car timer in 
this issue - will work on all 
Acorns, whether they have 
the new bi-directional 
parallel port or not* (MM) 


Douse me in TAOS 

After Quentin Pain’s letter 
in June’s Acorn User , I felt I 
should spell out a little more 
clearly why I think Acorn 
needs a totally new operat- 
ing system. Next year will 
see StrongARM chips 
running up to ten times 
faster than the current 
ARM6, An expansion card 
carrying six of these would 
offer a machine with the 
potential equivalence of 50 
Rise PCs in a single box 
within 18 months, but only 
if a good multi-processor 
operating system is available 
by then. 

Trying to beef up old 
operating systems is expen- 
sive and doesn’t work. 
Witness the Windows ’95 
fiasco. Writing a totally new 
operating system from 
scratch would be expensive, 
take too long and have little 
or no software available for 
it. 

A partnership with other 
companies must be the only 
answer. If Acorn really is 
interested in TAOS, then one 
possibility would be a TAOS- 
based version of UNIX with 
an innovative Acorn front- 
end, This would be 
powerful, have everything 
on your published wish list 
and, more importantly, 
would surely be attractive to 
mainstream computer users. 

As to Acorn’s actual 
plans, who knows? I believe 
Acorn is now at a watershed, 
with its technology about to 
offer it the chance to be at 
the forefront of a computing 
revolution. To them, and to 
Quentin Pain, I would say 
"look forward!’, 

David Jew son 
Loughborough 


Erratum 

Abject apologies to Dave 
Lawrence - yes, he of *INFO 
fame. It was Dave who took 
the cosmic f isheye shot of the 
A4 portable in last month's 
Letters page, but we forgot to 
credit him. Sorry Dave, you 
know we love you really. 


Viewpoint 

I love it when we do a reader survey. For one thing it gives an insight 
into who the typical Acorn user is, if there is such a thing. So here are 
this year's survey results, translated into English suburbia... 

John is our typical Acorn user. I'm calling him a 'him' because 94 per 
cent of him is male, which is dose enough. He doesn't know that Jane 
next door has an Acorn machine, but that's because he's a bit shy and his 
stomach gets butterflies whenever she says hello to him. His age is a bit 
tricky to pin down: he's either between 15 and 25, or between 40 and 50. 
John thinks his body is 45 and his mind is 20, just tike the rest of us. 

John's involved in education: he's either a student or involved in 
Information Technology somewhere along the line. He's tickled pink by 
his latest purchase, a brand new Rise PC. Although he uses a PC as well at 
work, he knows which he prefers, and it isn't the PC. He's really not into 
Macs or other types of computers - they just don't have what Et takes. 

His main use for his machine is at home for personal things like word 
processing and playing games. He's dabbled in programming and thinks 
that if he has the time, he'll try to write some of his own programs, just 
for fun. But It's just one of those things on his list, like fixing the 
guttering outside his bedroom window and getting his car serviced. 

John's computer is pretty slick - he's got 3Mb of RAM, and he's got 
RISC OS 3, of course. He can't understand people who still use RISC OS 2; 
if he wasn't so shy he'd know that even Jane's A300Q has RISC OS 3 and 
4Mb of RAM, John's also got a whopping hard disc, with 200Mb of 
storage. 

It gives him a nice, warm feeling to look at the number of add-ons 
he's got. There's the printer, over there; the fancy monitor; the memory 
expansion. And when he eventually gets round to it, he'll get even more 
memory and a CD-ROM system, and probably another hard disc so he can 
run Windows with that PC card everyone's talking about. If hadn't 
already bought his Rise PC, he would definitely be buying one as his next 
computer. 

He's also heavily Into software: after all. what use is a fast and power- 
ful computer if you don't have any software to run? He's got a word 
processor, a desktop publishing package, and lots of games. Then there's 
the spreadsheet, database and graphics package, all of which are great 
fun, The next purchase? More games, 'cos if there's something we all like 
In this world it's fun, fun, fun. 

John's also keen to purchase a lot of his software on CD-ROM, when 
he gets his drive. Public Domain CD-ROMs are his favourite, followed 
closely by resource discs and encyclopaedias. Of course, games on CD- 
ROM are a good idea, too. All told, John will spend about £700 on 
hardware and about £150 on software over the next year. 

He's also really into Acorn User so is his best mate Colin who comes 
round for tea every week. Colin's a bit of a newcomer to the Acorn scene 
- he's just bought a second-hand A5OO0, at John's suggestion, and he 
loves it - but John's been reading Atom User for well over three years, 
without missing an issue. Still, seeing John's been into Acorn machines 
for over six years, it's not surprising really. 

His favourite bits of the magazine include the news section, anything 
to do with problem solving and hints and tips, and he just loves to read 
about desktop publishing. Overall, the amount of coverage on each 
subject is about right, but there could be even more problem solving and 
hints and tips in the magazine. He even likes the cover disc, and thinks 
it's better than any of the others he's seen. Bless him. 

Life's cosy in the world of John, Jane and Colin, Computing is fun 
because they all own Acorns, not one of those nasty PCs John comes 
across at work. If only some strange neighbours would move in next 
door, or the house would turn out to be haunted by a friendly ghost, it 
could be a mid-evening situation comedy. 

Mark Moxon 
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Uote in the 



flujartls 1995 

It’s that time of year when we decide who deserves 
to be patted on the back for excellence in the 
Acorn marketplace, and we need your help to vote 
in the four reader categories in the Acorn User 
Awards 1995. 

To register your vote in the four categories of Best 
Product, Best Advert, Best Acorn User Article/Series 
and Best Dealer, fill in this form and post it to: Acorn 
User Awards 1 995, Acorn User, IDG Media, Media 
House, Adlington Park, Macclesfield SKI 0 4NP, or 
e-mail your vote to awards@acornusr.demon.co.uk 


ritl 


/ 

/ 


Best Product: 


Best Advert*: 


Best Article*: 


Best Dealer: 


"Best Article and Best Advert from the August 1994 issue to 
August 1995 issue (inclusive). Best Article can be a series or 
a one-off article. 






i 


1 


.eSltfllS 


Telephone : (01225) 833266 
Facsimile : (01225) 833266 

105 Midford Road, Combe Down, Bath BA2 5RX 



Micro Laser Designs is an Authorised Acorn Publishing and Consumer 
Dealer PLEASE NOTE THAT BY POPULAR DEMAND ALL PRICES SHOWN 
INCLUDE VAT - THERE IS NO MORE TO PAY - CARRIAGE IS FREE f 
Prices and specifications are subject to change without notice. ESOE. 




PRfNTfNG! Don't forger we offer a complete range of printing services at very competitive | 
prices. Letterheads, Business Cards, Booklets, Leaflets, FULL COLOUR BROCHURES etc. 
ATTENTION SOFTWARE HOUSES : Why not ask us to quote for your next brochure, leaflet or | 
manual. You are assured of the best prices, prompt service and no hassle! 



ACORN RISC PC: 

ACB15 RISC PC 600 2M HD210 + AKF60 £1360 

ACB25 RISC PC 600 5M HD210 + AKF60 £1525 

ACB45 RISC PC 600 9M HD420 + AKF60 £1860 


Upgrade to AKF85 1 7" Monitor 

We operate the Acorn Assist Scheme. 

Businesses / schools can use our leasing schemes - please call for details. 


£290 


Canon BJC4000 + TurboDriver £350 

Canon BJC70 + TurboDriver £340 


SOFTWARE: 

Impression Style ... £90 

Impression Publisher £145 

Impression Publisher Plus £275 

Artworks £145 

Complete Animator £90 

PhotoDesk £180 

Easy Font 3 .,.£35 

Hearsay 2 ... ... ... ... £75 

AudioWorks £48 

Advantage £48 

CONNOR HARD DISCS 

1Gb SCSI .., £340 

2Gb SCSI £550 

rqnn 


RISC PC MEMORY: 

4Mb SIMM ... £115 

8Mb SIMM £225 

1 6Mb SIMM £395 

32Mb SIMM, POA 

1Mb VRAM £125 

2Mb VRAM £195 

1 - 2Mb VRAM Upgrade £99 

All our SIMMS adhere to Acorn spec. 

BARGAIN BASEMENT! 

Ex Demo ColourCard Gold £135 

S/H OAK SCSI Card £35 

Samciiinn SfiCMb IDE (PC) ........ £130 


SYQUEST CARTRIDGES 

44Mb ... £45 

88Mb £50 

105Mb £55 

270Mb £60 

CONSUMABLES 

We stock the full range of refills and 
original cartridges for Canon. HR 
Epson, Olivetti etc. 

Please call for prices. 


r » i 
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Short reviews 


MacFS & AppieFS 

Product: MacFS 

Supplier: Computer Concepts 

Tel: (01442) 351000 

Fax: (01442) 351010 

E-ma i I : sales @ cconcepts* co, uk 

Price: £99 + VAT (full version) 

£49 + VAT (floppy only) 

Pros: Seamless integration with the 
Filer * Displays full Mac file name • 
Full version reads Sy quests etc* 

Cons: Won’t read 720K Mac discs 



Under scrutiny this month: AppieFS 
• MacFS • Draw_Changer • Calc 



Product: AppieFS 
Supplier: Gregan Software 

Developments 
Tel: 0121 353 6044 
Fax: 0121 353 6472 
E-mail: sales @ o regan.de mo n, co.uk 
Price: £59*95 (no VAT) 

Pros: Reads 720K Mac floppies * Nice 
configuration options 
Cons: Not fully integrated with the 
Filer * Won’t read Syquests 

The Archimedes has been able to read and 
write PC-format discs practically since its 
launch, first through applications such as 
Multi FS and PC Dir, then as an integral 
part of RISC OS 3. Mac discs have been a 
problem until recently, but now there are 
two products on the market allowing you 
to access them. , 

800K discs written by older Macs alter 
the speed at which the disc spins depend- 
ing upon how far out from the centre of 
the disc the heads are. There is no way 
round this, and hence 800K Mac discs 
cannot be read on Acorn machines at all 

Fortunately, Macs these days have 
high-density ‘SuperDrives’ and a 1 .44Mb 
disc format that can, in principle, be read 
by Acorns. However, Mac filenames can 
be up to 32 characters long and contain 
spaces, full stops and several other char- 
acters that the RISC OS Filer won't 
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MacFS (top) and AppieFS read the 
same Macintosh disc. These two 
screenshots illustrate a number of 
the differences mentioned in the 
text including the different way of displaying 
Mac filenames and AppieFS 1 s icon bar presence. 


support* Also, Mac files are in two parts 
or ‘forks’: the dam fork and the resource 
fork. Usually the data fork is the part 
which is of interest when transferring 
files, as it contains the data. 

MacFS 

Computer Concepts’ offering, MacFS , 
conies in two forms: one to read and write 
to 3*5in discs only, and one which will 
access Macintosh SCSI hard discs, 
Syquests and optical drives. It will only 
read 1 .44Mb floppies, so needs an Acorn 
with a high density floppy disc drive. 

MacFS is very unobtrusive in its opera- 
tion* If you load it in your boot file, you 
hardly notice that it’s there, except that 
suddenly you can read discs that previ- 
ously gave the dreaded ‘Disc not 
understood; has it been formatted?' error* 
The formatting menu on the icon bar 
acquires a ‘Mac 1.44M’ option as well; 
MacFS is completely integrated with the 
Filer, and Mac discs are treated as 
transparently as DOS and RISC OS discs* 
Mac fdenames are handled very well by 
MacFS. All 32 characters of the filename 
are displayed, and if you have Long Files 
running on your machine they will be 
retained when the file is copied to RISC 
OS. Spaces In a Mae filename become 
hard spaces (character 160) in RISC OS 
and a V becomes The translation 
works both ways, so a Mac file can usu- 
ally be copied to RISC OS and back again 
leaving the filename unchanged. 

There is a special MacForks file type 
which, when clicked upon, opens a win- 
dow showing 
both the data 
and resource 
forks. Files 
originating on 
the Archi- 
medes keep 
their file type 
and are dis- 
played just as 
they would be 
on a RISC OS 
disc, and will usually be recognised as 
having an appropriate type by a 
Macintosh. 


AppieFS 

AppieFS places a separate icon on the 
icon bar, rather in the manner of the RISC 
OS 2 program Multi FS, which straight 
away makes it more intrusive than 
MacFS * It also means that you need to 
know whether your disc is in Mac format 
or not before trying it - a real pain unless 
your disc collection is a lot more ordered 
than mine is. About the only advantage 
conferred by this is that AppieFS can dis- 
play the whole disc name in the title bar 
of its Filer window. 

Its Filer window actually isn’t a Filer 
wdndow. For instance, you can’t delete 
files, rename them, view them as anything 
other than large icons or run them by dou- 
ble-clicking on them. Just about all you 
can do is copy them; while this is the 
most important feature, it’s hard to see 
why the others weren’t implemented. 
Copying single-tasks, and you can’t copy 
over an existing file on a Mac disc. 

Filenames are forcibly truncated when 
the files are copied, and all RISC OS-ille- 
gal characters are converted to 
underscores. Only 16 characters of a file- 
name are displayed in an AppieFS 
window though full stops, spaces and so 
on are displayed correctly. Either the 
resource or the data fork of the file is dis- 
played, and either or both can be copied 
from the disc* 

AppieFS has a much better configura- 
tion panel than MacFS to set the 
mappings between RISC OS and Mac file 
types (on MacFS you have to edit the 
/Run file)* It also reads, writes and for- 
mats 720K Mac floppies, a low-density 
Mac format with a few advantages over a 
720K PC-format disc; it allows Mac-style 
filenames and can be read on Macs with- 
out SuperDrives. IDG’s last Mac Plus died 
some months ago, but doubtless there are 
some of these beasts still out there* 

To sum up, AppieFS is a very capable 
program, let down by the fact that MacFS 
does most of what AppieFS does better 
and with less hassle to the user - the flop- 
py-only version is cheaper, too* A version 
of AppieFS to read Mac CD-ROMs is 
promised ‘soon’. 

David Matthewman 
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REVIEW 


REVIEW 


Short reviews 



Using DRAWSksnger to fill in the Elite logo. The filter used fills m trans- 
parent objects with a light purple and white-filled objects with a darker 
purple. 8oth the start and end results are displayed in a window so that 
the effects of any changes can be seen. 


DRAWChanger 

Supplier: DEC_dATA 
Tel/fa x: ( 01392 ) 221702 
E-mail : info@decdaia.zy net.co.uk 
Price: £26.85 (no VAT) 

Pros: Allows attributes of Draw files to 
be changed easily in bulk • Export Draw 
files and thumbnail or full size sprites * 
Online ClearView help 
Cons: Deep sprites can only be pro- 
duced on the Rise PC • User interface 
takes a while to get used to 

The idea behind DRA WjCkanger is sim- 
ple: you take a Draw file and change the 
attributes of the elements in it - thicken 
lines, darken colours, remove fills and so 
on. All the changes are effected using fil- 
ters which control which elements in the 
Draw file are altered, 

A filter in DRA W_Changer is in two 
halves: a condition half and an action half. 
The condition half allows you to choose, 
say, objects with thin lines or blue fills, or 
text objects. The action half then tells 
DRA WjCkanger what to do with the 
objects. Both actions and conditions can 
be combined so that you can tell 
DRA WjCkanger to delete all red text, or 
lighten the fill and round the edges of all 
objects with a 4pt line. 

The user interface to filters did take a bit 
of getting used to. It's perfectly logical. 


and the manual 
explains it well 
enough, but the 
design of the inter- 
face and the 
terminology used 
were unfamiliar 
enough to cause me a 
few moments of 
doubt. However, 
once I had 'clicked' I 
found it intuitive and 
easy to use, though 
there were a couple 
of niggles. Line and 
fill colours have pop- 
up menus associated 
with them, but thin 
lines, join style and 
cap style do not, 
even though it would 
be useful. One of the 
most useful features 
of DRA WjCkanger is the way Draw files 
can be exported as sprites. 

These can either be thumbnails (anti- 
aliased to good effect) or full-size sprites. 
Since the Draw file can be magnified to 
more than fill the screen, sprites larger 
than the screen size can also be exported - 
in fact this is only limited by disc space. 
The latest version of DRA WjCkanger will 
also export deep sprites (15- and 24-bit), 
although only on a Rise PC in the 


appropriate mode, 'DRAWjChanger's use 
is very specific, but for tweaking the out- 
put from Draw to get the best results on a 
printer, or globally changing all thin lines 
to 0.25pt so that they don't disappear on 
an imagesetter, it is an excellent product. 
A demo version can be found on April’s 
CD-ROM - the slightly updated version on 
sale now offers support for deep sprites 
and dashed lines. 

Geoff Richards 



Calc 

Supplier: Circular Triangles 
Address: 13 Woodhall Terrace, Jumper 
Green, Edinburgh EH 14 5BR 
Price: £25 (no VAT) 

Pros: Fast and simple * Supports 
graphs * Cheap 

Cons: Limited functions * No block 
operations • No interactive help 

In the May issue I looked at two low-end 
spreadsheets - TabieCaic and ProSheel - 
and mentioned that I would be looking at 
a third one called Calc once it had been 
updated. Well, here it is, complete with 
nice 3D graphs and an attractive start-up 
screen. 

Looking back at the last two reviews, 
some of the same criticisms I levelled at 
the other two spreadsheets should also be 
applied to Calc. It won't export data 
except in a native format and as a CSV 
file, won’t load more than one spread- 
sheet at a time, and won't allow mixed 
absolute and relative block references in 
the same operation. 

In fact, the normal block operations 
(cut, copy, paste and clear) aren't avail- 
able in Calc\ the copy and paste function 
being accessed from a dialogue box. 
There is no concept of selecting an area 
of the spreadsheet; when you draw a 
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graph, you specify 
an area by typing at 
a writable icon in 
the graph dialogue 
box. 

Enough of the 
drawbacks - Calc 
has in its favour a 
simple design, 
allowing people who 
just need a basic 
spreadsheet with 
uncomplicated 
graphing facilities to 
use it easily. It is 
fast, and only occu- 
pies 40OK of 
memory, an impor- 
tant consideration 
for those with lower- 
end machines. It has 
a limited range of functions - the same 
sort of range as you’d find on a normal 
pocket calculator - which should satisfy 
the low-end users at which Calc is aimed. 
Its lack of ability to import Draw files is, 
in a way, a good thing as it allows Calc to 
concentrate on being a spreadsheet rather 
than being a substitute page design pack- 
age, though it would be nice if Calc 
sheets could be exported as Draw files for 
inclusion in DTP packages. 

Calc offers four graph types: bar, scat- 


ter, pie and ribbon. A few more options to 
control the look of the graphs would have 
been welcome, but the graphs produced 
by default are attractive, and can be saved 
as Draw files. 

At £25, Calc does the job you’d expect 
without trying to be over-ambitious. 
Certainly, many people will need the 
extra power of Result!* Eureka or 
Schema , but for those who don’t. Calc 
offers a cheap, serviceable solution. 

David Matt bevy man 






CD Systems D 


Systems J-^ouble speed 


£100 Quad speed £ 150 


IDE Double Speed CD Rom Drive £ 100 Prices 

IDE Quad Speed CD Rom Drive £ 150 Exclude 

SCSI Double Speed CD Rom Drive £ 125 VAT 

SCSI Quad Speed CD Rom Drive tray loading £ 170 
SCSI Quad Speed CD Rom Drives caddy loading £ 255 

Combined Quad speed CD ROM and 650MB Optical Read/Write Drive £ 530* 


6 CD Autochanger Quad speed was £ 999 now £ 700 

All drives include CDFS driver. Prices are for internal RiscPC versions. Please phone for details of other versions. 


SCSI Interfaces A30x0/A4000 £ 75 
SCSI Interface for RiscPC/300/400/5000 £ 8 1 
SCSI II Interface for RiscPC £ 162 
CD Rom systems for A3/4/5000 available from £ 169 
Cases for CD ROM drives from £ 40 Caddies from £ 4 


^Optical drive is SCSI interfaced, no media provided. Optical discs £ 39 
Acorn User CD £ 3.25 (only available with a drive) 


RiscPC Ram 


New lower prices 


2MB 

£ 59 


4MB 

£ 108 


8MB 

£210 


16MB 

£346 


32MB 

£699 


Guaranteed Acorn compatible 


Special Bargains 


Artworks 

£ 

110 

Impression Publisher 

£ 

115 

Impression Style 

£ 

80 

Photodesk 

£ 

149 

210MB IDE Conner Drive 

£ 

80 

420MB IDE Conner Drive 

£ 

120 

540MB IDE Conner Drive 

£ 

140 

1GB SCSI Conner Drive 

£ 

360 

ARM3 

£ 

100 


RiscPC's 

FREE Quad speed CD 

with ACB45 systems 

IFREE Double speed CD| 

with ACB25 systems 
| RiscPC's built to your specification 

Prices Exclude VAT 

Post from £ 2.00 Courier from £7.00 
Credit card & Official orders welcome. 



78 Brighton Road, Worthing, West Sussex, BN 11 2EN. Telephone 01903 213361 Fax 213901 
email: cjemicro@pavilion.co.uk (n.b. we log on about twice a week) 







Bufurc I start, thanks to 
everyone who's written hi 
over the past couple of 
months* I've been receiv- 
ing lots of information 
from programming teams 
wanting to tell you what 
they're up to* so you'll be 
seeing the results of that 
over the next few months. 
Back to the present, and 
you'll he pleased to know 
that Tom Cooper, author of 
such diverse games as 
Hamsters and Wavelength, is 
working on a new title - 
currently being developed 
under the foreboding name 
of Darkwood* Coding is still 
very much in progress, hut 
from what I've seen it 
promises to he another land- 
mark game for the Acorn. I 
can't give too much away at 
the moment, hut If you can 
i m agi ne putting Pa ad ora *$ 
Box and A re turns into a 
blender and adding a gener- 
ous squeeze of Tom's 
deliciously quirky humour, 
you'd he on the right lines. 


Magnetic Image released the 
Falcon Analogue, its joystick 
interface for J 5-pin analogue 
sticks and yokes, at the 
Harrogate Spring Show , and 
I've been taking it for a test 
High!. 

Why bother with an 


analogue device when you’ve 
got a perfectly usable 
joy pad? Well, whereas a 
digital joystick broadcasts 
definite directions to the 
computer, an analogue stick 
sends a fractional movement 
value which allows more 
realistic control in certain 
g a m e s . 1' he 1 1 a r cl w a r e 

consists of a small hox that 
plugs into your parallel port 
in much the same way as a 
dongle. You'll have to huy a 
joystick separately if you 
don't already own one - the 
stick I was using was a 
Quickshot Super Warrior, 
complete with four 
micros witched fire buttons 
and a separate throttle 
control. The interlace is 
reported to work with most 
joystick types, allowing you 
to pick your own personal 
favourite. 

The setup options can 
seem a little bewildering at 
first, and this is probably the 
weakest part of the product! 
How ever, once you’ve played 
about with the software for a 
while it's fairly easy to tune 
the interface's operation, lie 
prepared to fiddle with the 
calibration to get it just 
right. Setting up a joystick 
requires instructing the 
interface about the 
ranges of movement - 
this has been completed. 


programmed. You can have 
up to four 'real' buttons, but 
if that's not enough you can 
emulate up to four more by 
pressing the fire buttons in 
sequence. 

Analogue joysticks aren't 
effective in all cases, and the 
Falcon is only at its best for 
playing games controlled l>> 
the mouse; however, it 
conies into its own in the 
racing games and flight 
simulators of this world *-* 
Star Fighter 3000 is certainly 
a prime candidate, as is Elite 
on this month's cover disc. 
I'he Falcon interface fills the 
analogue gap in the Acorn 
market, and allows dedi- 
cated players to get that little 
bit more out of their 
favourites. You can contact 
Magnetic Image for more 
information on {1113761 

smsm. 


I've been talking to Graham 
Foot el I, alias Nikki, about 
the production of Detritus* 
the new graphics adventure 
by IVTyiidgaemz, 

What's the background to 
the game? 

We decided to base 
Detritus on the Isle of Wight, 
which became the little 
island of Quarea. The idea of 
a nuclear holocaust dealt 
the rest of the world, 
and neatly explained 
why these people had 
hack to living in 
middle ages. We 
to have a girl as 
the hero as opposed to 
so many games where 
huge muscle- hound 
bloke goes off to rescue 
poor, helpless little 
- this time, it's the 
who sets out to 
rescue her weak little 
boyfriend, kidnapped 
hv a Daemon by the 
name of Arrut Loopaz. 

We chose the Old 
English spelling of 
daemon to avoid the 
connotations of black 
magic and Satanism 
associated with dem- 
ons. A daemon in the 
Old English sense 


fire buttons can 


Setting up the falcon analogue joystick is a bit fiddly, but it can really improve the 
playability of a game. 


merely meant an unex- 
plained entity, something 
that doesn't appear to fit in 
with this world, so had 
k magical' powers. 

How did yon manage to 
capture the atmosphere of the 
game? 

One of the Myndgaemz 
team had managed to get 
permission to shoot the 
footage at Little Wood ham, 
the Gosport 1 7th century 
village, for which we are 
eternally grateful. II was the 
perfect scenery for what we 
wanted and because he was 
part of the Living History 
society we could also get 
authentic costumes and 
artefacts. 

Were you able to use the 
photographs directly, or did 
you have to do some editing? 

Very few of the scenes are 
actually completely ‘real* - 
most have been made by 
cutting and pasting hits of 
other pictures together. My 
favourite has to be the 
temple to Arrut Loopaz, 
which consists of a section of 
car park blended with part 
of a well-known shop, with 
all i d e n t i fy i n g fe a t u res 
removed. People always tell 
me that I forgot to edit out 
the words ‘Electrical Store' 
from the top of the shop - 
this amuses me as I deliber- 
ately put them there myself! 

Have you got anything 
planned for the future? 

As far as future projects 
go, there was talk of the Blue 
Moon project, based on a 
futuristic spaceship that's 
been taken over by terrorists 
- it might well he on CD- 
ROM as it could feature 
full-screen video animation 
and speech. The Myndgaemz 
Video Compression System 
can now compress pictures 
even further than our previ- 
ous method at better quality. 
We're not sure whether Blue 
Moon will go ahead yet; we 
might concentrate on selling 
MC VS separately, so we'll 
have to see how things go. 

If you’d like some more 
information about Detritus* 
you can contact Byte Back 
Computing at hi 15-955 
4501. 
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Game review 



I, ust month, I mentioned Unit 
krisiilis was responsible for 
an imminent conversion of 
Fed net's superb three- 
dimensional blast l est. Star 
Fighter 3000, for the 31)0 
multiplayer. Since then. I've 
been able to dredge up some 
more information, so if 
you've ever wondered bow 
Star Fighter could be 
improved, here are a few of 
the details. 

Firstly, all the graphics for 
the game are now displayed 
in gorgeous 16-bit colour, 
and everything's textured, 
light sourced and depth cued 
to make the landscapes seem 
that bit more ‘solid'. The 
expanses of water, which 
used to remain unnervingly 
still, now undulate - and the 
ships and submarines rock 
with the waves, making them 
even harder to hit. In terms 
of ground targets, you've 
now got tanks and lorries to 
contend with, and they're 
armed as well as mobile. 

One point of criticism 
levelled at the original game 
was that an internal view 
wasn't available - this has 
changed with the 31)0 
version and now you can 
play Star Fighter as if it were 
a flight simulator. The game 
runs at about 15 frames per 
second, which isn't had 
considering the amount of 
extra detail squeezed into the 
code. I’ve been lucky enough 
to lay my hands on some 
screenshots from the game. 


so take a look and prepare to 
he amazed. 

Hang on a moment, though 
- why am I covering a 31)0 
game in an A corn -based 
column? I suppose it's 
because I've followed Star 
Fighter from its initial demo 
versions, and I'm proud to 
see it make the quantum leap 
from the Acorn platform to 
the big, had world of the 
consoles - I'll he particularly 
interested to see how it's 
received. Many thanks to 
Rob Wyatt of Krisalis for 
furnishing me with the infor- 
mation, and of course 
Andrew Hutchings and Tim 
Parry for writing the game in 
the first place! 


Well, that's all I've got time 
for, but next month I'll he 
taking a look at methods of 
improving your chances as 
mayor in Sim City 2000 , as 
well as divulging a few hints 
for the strategy game Dane 
II. If you've got any playing 
strategies or tips that you 
want to share, or you just 
want to drop us a line, here's 
how to contact us. You can 
write to us at: Game Show, 
Acorn User , IDG Media, 
Media House, Adlington 
Park, Macclesfield SK10 
4M». 

If you're plugged into the 
Internet, you can also reach 
me, Steve Mum ford, hv 
e-mail at: 

HAL@acornusr.demon.co.uk. 

Steve Mumford 



Star Fighter codes 


I've had an amazing response from the Star Fighter fans out there, so 
thanks are due to Phil Norman, Rob Wyatt, Daniel Shimmin, Malcolm 
Leadbetter, Damian Le Gresley and anyone else who's contributed. Phil 
has even given each level an enjoyment rating, so here are a few of his 
favourites - the full listings are on the cover disc. 

Easy 

Level 25: L8CL15QORE8 

Level 30: VMQ9WGMLCA 

Medium 

Level 34: D39R3E98168 

Level 15: 981G9AL42N3 

Level 19: K7PHBB470N3 

Hard 

Level 12: B9S04TH251B 
Level 17: 570A4LH2D9B 
Level 31: TD0A7UH1DBB 

Level 24: B04ADSPTDM2 


August 1995 Acorn User j 63 


GAMES 


EDUCATION 


Photo CD 



S o* you've taken the plunge 
and bought yourself a 
brand new shiny CD-ROM 
drive or, like my school, you 
were successful in your bid for 
an NCET CD-ROM Initiative 
system. Now what? The early 
years children have read the 
Naughty Stories and the older 
ones are happy using 
Hutchinson’s Encyclopaedia 
for a spot of research. It’s not 
too long before you find there 
is a relative scarcity of 
CD-ROM titles for Acorn 
machines. What do you do? 

Well, you could wait a 
while, because there are cer- 
tainly more titles coming along 
and they're even appearing on 
magazine covers. Better than 
waiting, though, would be to 
take a little time out to investi- 
gate Photo CD, It's inexpen- 
sive, it's easily linked to most, 
if not all, of the National 
Curriculum subjects and, best 
of all, the material stored on it 
can directly reflect pupils' own 
interests and experiences. 
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Photo CO and IT 

My experience with Photo CD 
started last summer after our 
Year 5 pupils made their ann- 
ual residential visit to Whitby 
and our Year 6 pupils went to 
France, We did the usual thing 
and made a photographic 
record of their experiences but 
I wanted them to do something 
different with it and, if possi- 
ble, integrate it into their IT. As 
it happened, we had just 


received the NCET system and 
I wanted to do what I could to 
explore it with the children 
before they left us for high 
school. What better way to get 
them involved than by using it 
to display manipulated images 
of them on their journeys* 

Transferring images to 
Photo CD is easy to arrange 
and any number of high street 
chemists, including the large 
national chains and smaller 
independents, will do it* My 
local independent chemist will 
take exposed film and arrange 
for it to be transferred for just 
over £12 for a 36 exposure 
film plus £4.99 for the CD. If 
you don’t w r ant the whole film 
to be transferred then single 
images from negative strips 
cost in the region of 40p each, 
more expensive but more 
selective. The process takes 
five days for normal colour 
film and twice that for slide 
film or black and white. 

Having collected the CD it is 
a quick and easy job to see the 
results by using Acorn's 
Photoview which seems to 
come bundled with most CD- 
ROM drives. Clicking on the 
application on the icon bar 
causes it to read the CD and 
display the photographs as a 
series of small thumbnail 
images. Using an 800x600 
screen on my Rise PC, for 
example, it will display the 
first 12 images with the rest 
accessible by dragging the 
window's slider. 

For a proper screen-sized 
look at an image it then takes 
just a few seconds for 
Photoview to process the data 
on the CD and come up with a 
stunning full-screen picture. 
Kathryn and Susan, my fairly 
blasd daughters, are used to me 


j " ~ f.- 


Whitby 1994 



Year 5's Residential Visit j-^j 



Genesis Professional was used to create a multimedia presentation. Here, 
using Photo CD images, pupils recorded a visit to Whitby, and worked on a 
presentation based on the visit. 



yelling ‘Have a look at this!' 
when I'm playing with a new 
toy, but both were more than a 
little impressed when they saw 
the quality. In fact they were 
so impressed they actually 
wanted to search the CD to 
check out the photographs of 
the cat (who also seemed to be 
pleased with the results). 

Creating 

presentations 

Using the computer simply to 
display the images was a start, 
but actually manipulating them 
and using them in some kind 
of multimedia presentation was 
what I wanted to do at school 
with the children. After a little 
experimentation, I decided to 
work in two separate ways. 

The first was to produce a 
slide show of selected and suit- 
ably captioned images. Pupils 
used the contact type prints 
which came with the CD to 
choose a number of images 
which would help them tell the 
story of part of the visit. This 
was done by loading them into 
Photoview and then transfer- 
ring them into Revelation 
where the text tool" was used to 
add a caption in a colour and 
font of the children’s choice. 
Once completed, the images 
w ? ere saved into a separate 
directory using numbers for 
names to ensure that the order 
in which they w r ere shown 
could easily be controlled. 
Dragging the directory onto 
Roger Wilson's Picture appli- 
cation then created the rolling 
slide show. 

The second presentation we 
created used Genesis 
Professional from Oak 
Solutions. Although more dif- 
ficult to set up, Genesis offered 
the opportunity to include 






Photo CD 


Frank Jukes takes a look at how Photo CD can help your 
school’s underworked CD-ROM drive be better employed. 


plastic disc! 


more text with our images and 
sound as well 

Having set up a master page 
and discussed with the children 
which areas they thought they 
should report on, the children 
produced their text and entered 
it directly into Genesis. Images 
from the Photo CD were then 
selected and used to illustrate 
the text by dropping them into 
their own individual pages or 
into specially created frames 
on text pages. Just to extend 
the work a little more we then 
used Black Box from Focus IT 
to sample the children reading 
page titles w'hich were then 
dropped into frames on a 
contents page. 

Overall, the presentations 
worked extremely well and the 
children (and their teacher) 
were delighted with what they 
had produced. The skills they 
had learnt and practised were 
not inconsiderable and it is 
noticeable that they are now 
more confident and adventur- 
ous when using the computer 
to display and report on their 
work. 

Problems 

There were, quite naturally, 
problems along the way 
though, and the first of these 
concerned Photoview which, 
as each thumbnail image is 
displayed, gradually eats up 
more memory. With up to 1 00 
images available on a CD this 
is not much of a problem if 
you want to use, say, the fif- 
teenth, but it's not so good if 
you want to use the 93th. The 
schooPs 4Mb A5000 coped 
well, began to struggle, and 
then eventually failed to con- 
vert the thumbnails as did my 
5Mb Rise PC, After quitting all 
unnecessary applications, 
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reducing the font cache and 
trying all else I knew f would 
free up memory, I still could 
not display the higher num- 
bered images. A different 
approach was called for 
which, after a lot of head 
scratching, turned out to be 
fairly straightforward. 
Photoview was used to display 
the thumbnails to choose the 
image and then the relevant 
file was dragged straight from 
the Photo CD into ChangeFSI 
to allow it to do the conver- 
sion, Later on we bypassed 
Phoioview and chose the 
images directly from the con- 
tact sheets before dropping 
them onto ChangeFSI . 

Other problems concerned 
the slide show and Genesis 
specifically. In the first we 
found that portrait-oriented 
images would not display cor- 
rectly as they w r ere Too tail* 
for the screen. Although we 
felt that some w ? ere potentially 
very useful, we decided it was 
important to produce a presen- 
tation that looked right, so we 
would not use them 
unless the part of 
the picture we 
wanted was the 
part displayed and 
the image did not 
look unbalanced; 
fairly obvious I 
suppose really, but 
it caused some use- 
ful discussion at 
the time. 

The main prob- 
lems with Genesis 
concerned the need 
to drop correctly- 
sized images into 
the page and the 
overall size of the 
completed presen- 
tation. Dropping in 


images directly from the 
Photo CD did not work as they 
came across full size and 
swamped the page. Re-sizing 
them in Paint solved this but 
added another task into the 
process. This problem was 
also linked to the problem 
with the overall size of the 
presentation, in that the 
images were large and took up 
a lot of disc space. Put along- 
side the sound samples and 
Ihe children’s text we found 
we had problems using floppy 
discs to transfer the w ? ork 
from one machine to another, 
and eventually had to compro- 
mise on what we wanted to 
do. 

The problems, though, were 
not overwhelming and served 
to concentrate our minds. The 
most important thing was that 
we had explored another 
aspect of IT and found that it 
offered a lot in terms of 
increasing and extending 
skills, and in allowing us to 
present reports in a more 
exciting and interesting way. 


Future projects 

For the future, I think Photo 
CD may well offer staff oppor- 
tunities for record keeping by 
using the multi-session capa- 
bilities of the medium, which 
allows many different sets of 
pictures to be recorded on one 
disc at different times. We 
already record pupil’s achieve- 
ments in subjects like design 
technology by taking pho- 
tographs. If these were to be 
transferred to Photo CD as and 
when they were taken, the 
problems of storage w^ould be 
greatly reduced, they would be 
more secure and less easily 
damaged, and it would also be 
possible to create a school 
portfolio to show how work 
through the school might 
progress. 

In the meantime, we will 
certainly be exploring and 
exploiting Photo CD again to 
enhance and extend work fol- 
lowing our 1995 visits, and 
then most likely to create a 
presentation based on 
‘Our School*. 
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Photo CD offers an excellent method of recording school visits. 
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... Table creation made easy! 

Possibly an essential purchase” 

- TableMate 2 Review, Archive May 95 

Great news! There's now TableMate 3! 

1 A Buttonbar & Interactive help support 
• Simple spreadsheet facilities 
* Vertical joining of cells* vertical tabs 
Extended import & export ... and much more! 

Available NOW! Prices held w hile stocks last! 

Full price £32-50 inc p&p - upg. from Impression Style £17-50 
Secondary Site £100 (£55 as Imp. upg.), Primary £65 (£35 upg,) 


Phone / SAE for details! 



Diagrams of all sorts - in a flash! 

* Flowcharts* organisational charts, annotated diagrams 
spider diagrams, process diagrams - and more! 

* Full colour control, word wrapping and graphic scaling 

* Intelligent connection of symbols using leading-edge 
Artificial Intelligence - let the computer do the work! 

* £50 inc, p&p; TableMate 2/3 users £45. (No VAT) 

* SSAE or phone for information Sc site licence prices. 

Dalriada Data Technology, 145 Albion Street, Kenilworth, 
| Warwickshire CV8 2FV 


Phone (01926) 53901. 
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INKJET & BUBBLEJET | j COLOUR PRINTER 
REFILLS 


For: HP DESKJET 500, 510, 520, 550, 
50QC, 550C, 56QC EPSON STYLUS 
SCO, 1000. CANON BUBBLEJET 
BC-Ol, BJ10E/EX/SX, BC02, BJ20O, 
BJ130, BJ300, BJ330. OLIVETTI JP 150, 
250, 350. CITIZEN PROJET. 

3 Refill Kit 60mJ pure black 
£8.99 

b Refill Kit 120ml pure black 
£16.99 

CANON BJC 600, BJC 400 
10 Refill Kit 60ml pure black 
£8,99 

20 Refill Kit 120ml pure black 
£16.99 

TRICOLOUR REFILL KITS FOR H,P. 
DESKJET RANGE 
Cation BJC600, BJC4000 etc. 

10 Refills of Yellow, Magenta 
& Cyan lS0ml£24.99 
Print Head Recovery' Fluid for 
unblocking nozzles £5.95 
Important: Please state type when 
ordering as our inks 
are specially formulated to match the 
Frinter and NOT a general purpose 
ink. 

REFILLS AVAILABLE FOR MOST 
INKJET AND BUBBLEJET FRINTERS 

Schools and Colleges, let us quote 
you on your ink requirements 


Opn't Ihnw a way yaur plif-tk printer ntbon ciscs when 
live ribbon wears Rtl. list Lite the top pff. late oui the old 
rebboii Uhl reload i! wish a new w*. It's simple. Full 
instiuritOJBftifflrtd 

Reloads for- 

Star IQOG 9 Pin 4 Colour (Normal Ink) 

1 Reload - £5.95 5 Reloads -£23.50 

Star 2-3 Pin 4 Colour (Normal Ink) 

1 Reload - £&M 5 Reloads- £2 9.95 

Citizen Swift 4 Colour (Normal Ink) 

1 Reload -£6.99 5 Reloads -£29.95 

Panasonic KXP21S0/2I23 4 Cofour (Normal Ink) 

1 Reload - £6.99 -3 Reloads - £29.95 

Setkosha SL95 4 Colour (Normal Ink) 

l Reload - £6.99 5 Reloads - £29.95 

Ink ribbons also available in Gold, Silver. 
Magenta, Orange, Purple. Brown. Green, Blue, 
Red for a wide range of printers. 

Special re-ink for Panasonic printers. Star LC200 
9-pin r Epson LQlCKJ black bottle will re-ink 100+ 
ms. — ..,£9.95 


Education orders welcome 


T-Shirt Printing 


Print on to paper, iron on T-Shirt 

4 Colour Citizen Swift /ABC etc ,.£29.95 

4 Colour Citizen Swift (Reload), £14.95 

4 Colour Star LC10 £14.95 

4 Colour Star LC2009 Pin £19-95 

4 Colour Star LC2009 Pin (Reload). .. .£12 95 

4 Colour Star LC2O024 Pin... £29.95 

4 Colour Star 24 Pin (Reload) £14.95 

4 Colour Seikosha SL95 £29.95 

4 Colour Seikosha SL95 (Reload) £14.95 

1 Colour Citizen 120D/$wift £11 95 

1 Colour Star LC10 £11.95 

I Colour Star LC2009 Pin £11.95 

1 Colour all Star 24 Pin - £1 1 .95 

1 Colour Epson FXSO/LQIOO/ MX8Q..£| 1 .95 

1 Colour Epson LXSO .£11.95 

1 Colour Epson FX10G ,£1 1,95 

1 Colour Panasonic KXF 1080 £11.95 

1 Colour Taxan /Canon 1080A ,.£11.95 

available for a wide range of printers 


All Prices include VAT and Carriage 
How to order: Enclose cheques /PO made payable to 

lies 


le p i 

CARE ELECTRONIC^ or use Access/ Visa 

CARE ELECTRONICS 

Dept ACU. IS Holland Gardens, Garston, 
Watford, Herts, WD2 6JN, 

Te 1 : 01 923 894064 Fa K t 0 1 923 6721 02 
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CASTLE TECHNOLOGY 


SCANFLAT 



i Hal bed SCSI scanner 
I- LilsaEE Acorn computer* with SCSI interface 
I ImageMasler software included 
I Past Suannijic speed - 3.6mi per tine 
I Twain compliant 


Scan fiat offers quality 
jeef rming of photograph}, 
artwork or text at up to 6 00 
dpi, capturing 16-78 million 


mmmm 


Open up the world of 
multimedia and breathtaking 
graphics with a CD-Rom. 
Speed options 2x ( JOQkbfsec ) 
to 4x (Mkbtee), 


HARD DISCS 





A unique product that 
replaces your mouse, ideal for 
arf ami Computer Aided 
Design work. A HicIaNir for 
Acorn and PC, 


ERGO KEYBOARD 



• Supplied with Acorn driver 

• Choice of SCSI or IDE interlace 

• free headi 

• Compatible with Kodak Phulu CD 

• internal! j' or eslernally housed 


• 2,5" or 3,5" sizes 

• Fast access of up lo 8ms 

• 2t>Mh I o 2Ch capacity 

• formatted and soak- tested 

• I ntcrfacemsy be required 


• Supplied for all Acqrn computers 

• Menu Sr .select buttons on pen 

• Instant response time 

• Three colour al u min i um o r plasl k cast ng 

• National Curriculum " input devi«" 


* Built in wrist support 

* Tested to,3fl million operations 

* Quiet, tactile and curved low profile keys 

* Pull two year guarantee 

m I nternal in n ai versions; available 


from £70 


nan sr oj 
discs that come with up to dr 
fire year guarantee, up In two 
Gigabytes, with a choice of 
SCSI or IDF. 


LIGHT PEN 


from £ 175 


A sma rt alternative to other 
storage media, these 
removable drixxs can store up 
to 27QMb, ideal for multimedia 
and DTP woA 


SCSI DISC SHARE 


A PC style keyboard for Acorn 
computers, with modern 
ergonomic features and tke 
MBDF keyboard mouse 
emula tion 


SYQUEST REMOVABLE DRIVES 


# 4,5" 185/270 Mb capacity 

• $.25" 2Q0 Mb capacity 

• SCSI or I DP interfaces 

4 Programmable power saving modes 

* Internal or externally housed 


* Suitable tor all Acorn computers 

* Easy to use and manage 

* Share CD ROMs, scunners and printers 

* The Fastest disc sharing, system 

* Plug-in and go installation 



from £199 per station 


A proven, simple, low cost 
solution for connecting up to six 
Acorn computers to a hard 
drive and CDRON to shore ikotA 
applications and resources 


fro h i £65 


IDE AND SCSI INTERFACES 


t Designers of interface 1 !; since I98B 
t Connect your computer to hard drives etc, 
t Dp to seven devices per interface (SCSI) 

► Available for all Acom computers 

► Transfer rates of up to 4.5hlb/sec 


High performance 
inferfacci designed to 
Connect ACom computers to 
hard discs, CD-ROMS, 
scanners, prin ters etc . 

Call for current price list. Delivery £8 for 3 day,, £10 for 24 hr. Official orders, credit cards", debit cards etc. accepted. 

Complete range of Acorn computers & installation and training are also available. '2% credit card surcharge may 
apply. Alt trademarks acknowledged. All prices exclude VAT. E&OE. 

Castle Technology, Ore Trading Estate, Woodbridge Road, Framlingbam, Suffolk IPI3 9LL 


WWHM4WM 


Turing Tools 

2 A Trinity Road 
Headington, Oxford 0X3 8LQ 
Tel. (01865) 62339 

Spoilsport 

RISC OS 3.x System Defense Kit 

"They rename the hard disc.,, scramble the con- 
figurator!... turn off the auto-boot... reset the system 
clock... do factory resets..." The solution is 
Spoilsport. £30,00 inc. 

IronMask 2.1 

Multi-user File Security System 

"Frozen" directories or application folders are made 
unchangeable except by the IronMask superuser, 
"Shielded" files are made completely inaccessible except 
to their owners. User authentication. Failsafe encryption. 
The software solution for RISC OS security in school or 
office, £55.00 inc. 

IronMask 2.1 + Spoilsport £65.00. 10% OFF all prices 
for prompt payment (1 4 days). 

Prices quoted for 1 computer. British Isles postage 
included. Overseas add £3.00. ^ for educational 
and site prices* further information or factsheets. 
Allow 14 days delivery. 











The Acorn User Spring Show 


Postcards from 

Harrogate 


F or 5 1 weeks of the year, my only contact 
with people from the Acorn world is either 
on the telephone, by e-mail or letter. Some peo- 
ple i do see regularly, but most are just voices at 
the end of the phone. The Acorn User exhibition 
is a chance to put some faces to names and to 
thank all those who have helped me during the 
year, both as writer and teacher. 

Apart from all the companies who made the 
show successful, two schools had some of their 
students there working on Acorn Computers and 
producing some quite excellent work. 

On Saturday, the pupils from St Peter’s C of 
E Primary School in Harrogate showed us what 
they could do. Using Phases and Splosh they 
produced some flyers advertising what’s on in 
Harrogate, including snippets of information 
about the Acorn User Show. As you can see by 
the quality of the work, they certainly knew 
what they were doing, Dominic Diamond was 
the celebrity for Saturday and he was clearly 
very impressed by the work. 

Equally impressed was Violet Berlin who was 
Sunday’s celebrity. She spent a considerable 
amount of time with the pupils of Cast I etc n 
Primary School in Leeds. They were using 
Impression Style , Paint and Draw and produced 
some superb two -fold pamphlets containing text 
and graphics relating to VE Day, with some 
additional pieces on the Acorn User Show, 1 was 
continually having to remind myself that these 
were primary school children and not a group of 
teenagers just about to take their GCSEs, 

Our very sincere thanks to all the pupils who 



The pupils from Castleton school produced a superb 
two-fold pamphlet using Style. 


Geoff Preston 
recalls some of 
the highlights of 
the Acorn User 
show. 


came along to show us what they could do, and 
a special vote of thanks to the teachers who gave 
up a great deal of their time. The two schools 
will each receive a one year's subscription to 
Acorn User by way of thanks. 

S hen ton also had groups of children using its 
software, in particular some of the Sherston 
talking books. It never ceases to amaze me how 
young children will walk up to a computer and 
just start using it. Adults usually stand back 
a nd wait f o r a lead f ro m their children. /1U 



Sherstons bustling stand deservedly wan one of the show awards. 


An editorial 
conference 
among the 
pupils from 
Castleton 
Primary 
School in 
Leeds. 
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Setting the 

Bill Lamin, director of Information Technology at Pool 
School and Community College, looks at Acorns in the 
classroom and suggests some minimum specifications. 


M y sister is a very experienced pri- 
mary school teacher. Recently we 
talked u little about work, (I’m a teacher, 
hut in a secondary school) and it soon 
became clear that she was quite disap- 
pointed with her classroom Archimedes 
computer. It was obvious that her 
machine, a basic A3000, was not at all up 
to the demands of a busy classroom, 

I suspect there must be hundreds of 
similar classrooms across the country 
with relatively modern computers that are 
not being used effectively. Within every 
one of these, a teacher will be feeling very 
insecure and inadequate. Of course, the 
problem lies, not with the teacher, but 
with the hardware standard. It's not 
enough just to buy a modern computer. 
Won-specialist teachers need a properly 
equipped and prepared machine or they 
are certain to fail to realise its potential. 
Without doubt, the great value of the new 
technology is, in many schools, being 
spoiled for a ha'p'eth of tar. 

MESH 

Some years ago, one of the S pence- Jones 
of S J Research fame produced a docu- 
ment entitled MESH - Minimum 
Education Standard Hardware, outlining 
the minimum configuration for a BBC 
computer to be effective in the classroom. 
At the time we thought that it was a great 
document - especially as most of our 
computers met the standard — and promp- 
tly used it as a lever to get the money to 
upgrade the rest. 

Now it appears that there is justification 
for an updated version of MESH , Many 
classroom teachers are making desperate 
efforts to make effective use of totally 
inadequate machines. Even one of our 
major teacher training establishments in 
the south west is expecting its embryo 
teachers to sample woefully basic Acorn 
machines. I can define a current minimum 
standard for Acorn machines, a standard 
that should apply throughout the four key 
stages. I am sure that someone else could 
produce a similar specification for other 
platforms - PCs and Apples. If we are 
expecting non-speeiaiist teachers to use 
computers in their classrooms, then we 


must ensure that they have the equipment 
that they need. 

Beware of floppies 

Floppy discs and their drives are a crucial 
weak point in any system - especially in a 
classroom environment. The discs are not 
child-proof. The disc drives contain mov- 
ing parts and there are different standards 
of disc and disc drive. Discs are not inter- 
ehangeable between standards. Once 
damaged, a disc is worse than useless. As 
it looks 1 OK, a problem probably won't 
be discovered until it’s too late and a les- 
son is mined. The last thing a teacher with 
30+ kids needs is a stubbornly dead disc - 
the whole package is a potential disaster. 

Every machine should be fitted with a 
hard drive or, better still, networked. 
Then, all these irrelevancies can be for- 
gotten. The software is instantly, simply 
and - above all - reliably available to 
pupils. Networking is by far the better 
solution, but this may present problems 
for a small primary school. As an alterna- 
tive, a hard drive could be partitioned, 
with the applications protected from pupil 
tampering. On a relatively small (SOMb) 
drive, a primary school should be able to 
store all its applications and still have a 
few Mb left for pupils* work. It may (just) 
be acceptable for pupils to use floppies 
for saving their own work but, if so, it 
shouldn't come as a great surprise to find 
any spare hard disc space filled with 
Lemmings * Pacman or even worse. In my 
school, everything is networked and the 
floppy disc drives are disconnected. 

Memory and operating 
system 

About two years ago. Acorn introduced a 
new operating system, imaginatively 
called RISC OS 3. It replaced (you've 
probably guessed) RISC OS 2, The new 
system offered many advantages, so new 
software started to be written around it. 
Sadly, the newer software often doesn't 
work on machines fitted with RISC OS 2, 
Unless you want to be stuck with the 
ancient, obsolete software, all computers 
must be upgraded to RISC OS 3. 

The working memory of a computer is 


Hardware 


standard 


WWW 


Technology 

Matrix 



Discount 





For £225 the A3G00 can be brought up to a reasonable specification that will run most modem 
software - could you say the same of a six-year-dd Mac or PC? 


termed RAM and is measured in 
megabytes (Mb). Older machines left the 
factory fitted with 1Mb of RAM which 
was quite adequate for most programs. 
Now, new machines are sold with 2Mb of 
RAM and the software writers are produc- 
ing programs that use this extra capacity. 
Indeed, for many of the new applications, 
2Mb is proving inadequate, and even 
mildly serious users arc upgrading their 
machines to 4Mb. {Impression, Fireworkz 
and the like will struggle with only 2Mb.) 

2Mb is the very minimum, but be pre- 
pared for a revision of this standard to 
4Mb in the very near future. 

Don't settle for second best 

That’s it then: network or hard disc, RISC 
OS 3 and 2Mb of RAM* If you have better, 
smile. If you're expected to cope with 
less, then shout and make a fuss. Your 
school is wasting valuable resources - 
you as a teacher, as well as your compu- 
ter. If nothing happens, switch off your 
computer and wait for OFSTED and 
explain to them why it isn't being used. A 
computer specialist may cope, but many 
IT co-ordinators fail to realise that the 
result of giving inadequate hardware to a 
non -special] st classroom teacher is likely 
to be considerable frustration, insecurity 
and a significant waste of valuable time. 
The computer will be used only for 'safe' 
non-demanding applications and will fail 
to repay the considerable financial 


investment. Worse still, the poor teacher, 
already under pressure from other direc- 
tions, will reject this potentially valuable 
resource. 

You must move to this minimum stan- 
dard. Once your computer is there, your 
IT specialist or advisory team can easily 


load in software and then you just point 
the kids at it. Everything should be easily 
accessible and, more importantly, work 
every time. 

Take this article to your Head and/or 
Governors - try the Parent Teachers 
Association, but don't settle for less. /iU 


What will it cost to upgrade? 

Technology Matrix in Manchester has agreed to some upgrade deals for 
Acorn User readers from educational establishments: our thanks to it To 
claim this special discount on the following products, cut out the token 
at the top of the page, fix it to an official order form from your school 
and send it to: Technology Matrix, 89A Stockport Road, Denton, 
Manchester M34 6DD (all prices exclude VATJ. 

Case study 1: a basic A3000 with 1Mb RAM, RISC OS 2 and no hard 
drive. This is a typical classroom failure machine. But for £225 it could be 
made into a more usable machine. 


the machine is to have any value at all. Once it is upgraded, it can be 
used effectively in the classroom with a wide range of the latest exciting 
classroom software. 

Case Study 2: an A3020 floppy disc system - a Tesco tokens' gift. This 
will already have RISC OS 3 and 2Mb of RAM. 

i.gfi Mb hard Disc £109 

less £20 discount from Technology Matrix £89 


t, 80 Mb Hard Disc 

2. RISC OS 3 Upgrade(No manuals*) 

3, 1 to 2Mb RAM upgrade 

Less £25 discount from Technology Matrix 


£155 

£37 

£58 

£225 Including discount 


*The fast thing a classroom teacher needs is yet another computer oper- 
ating system manual. Anyway, they are free with every new computer, 
so your school probably has several sets still shrink wrapped! 

Upgrading the A3000 sounds expensive, but there is little real choice if 


A bask network kit is relatively cheap. Once one machine is set up as a 
server, about £140 per machine will allow all machines to share resources 
through Acorn Access. There is an additional cost, but the extra benefits 
from networking are also significant 
You need a confident technical type to fit the bits: nothing too sophis- 
ticated, as none of the fittings are difficult and the instructions are very 
clear. Technology Matrix is happy to provide a free 'real time' telephone 
support for any DIY upgrades. 
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Software review 


S ince its launch late last year, Clicker 
has very quickly established itself as 
a major software product. For the benefit 
of those who ha% r en’t used it, Clicker (at 
its simplest level) is rather like Chars 
which is found in the Apps folder on the 
icon bar. Chars displays a window con- 
taining the full character set and clicking 
on a character will print it at the current 
carat position. 

Clicker takes this concept further by 
enabling the user to transfer whole words 
or even sentences in the same way. Even 
better is the fact that grids can be very 
easily constructed for a whole variety of 
uses. On the education disc distributed to 
Acorn User subscribers last year was a 
Clicker file which displays a number of 
chemical names. When you click on the 
name in one of the cells, it prints the 
chemical formula for that chemical at the 
carat, thus demonstrating that Clicker can 
be programmed to ‘translate/ 

Not surprisingly, the program is used in 
many diverse ways - probably more than 
the author originally envisaged. One way 
the author had intended Clicker to be used 
is by students with special needs, includ- 
ing those with physical difficulty. 
Because Clicker can output commands to 
the computer, it can be used for loading 
programs and files, all from the click of a 
mouse button. However, Crick 
Computing has also produced a version 
called Switch Clicker w hich enables the 
whole system to be controlled by a single 
on/off switch. This could be a foot opera- 
ted switch, a tilt switch or any two-state 
device. 

The latest version of this program, 
called Clicker Plus (with the switch ver- 
sion called Switch Clicker Plus) does 
everything the previous version does, but 
a lot more besides. Clicker Plus is a well 


C I ickety 

dick 


Geoff Preston 
reviews Clicker 
Plus from Crick 
Computing, and 
suggests some 
practical uses for 
the program. 


presented package which immediately 
exudes quality. It comes in a sturdy grey 
A 5 folder, with a well written spiral 
bound manual. The program is on a single 
disc, and there are two additional discs 
containing examples of grids and multi- 
media presentations. My only criticism is 
that some of the pictures in the manual 
have not reproduced well. If a book is to 
be reproduced by so-called ‘photo-type- 
setting' (effectively photocopying onto a 
printer's plate), it's better to avoid 3D 
icons. 

Clicker has evolved into a sort of multi- 
media authoring/display system, while 
still retaining its simplicity both for the 
user, and for the person creating the 
Clicker Plus files (or grids as they are 
more correctly described). Grids can be^ 
constructed to include graphics and sound 
samples as well as computer-generated 
speech, which is about the best Eve heard, 
although still a little robotic. 

Click actions include sending text to the 
current caret and loading another Clicker 
file. This facility enables substantial mul- 
timedia presentations to be created. 
Talking books can also be created very 
easily, with a little time spent drawing 
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grid. Clicking on a 
blue box opens up 
a new linked grid 
Clicking on a beige 
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clicking on a grey 
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some pictures and recording some speech. 
One interesting feature is Clicker's ability 
to load one grid from another. The trouble 
is, as all linked grids are usually found in 
the same directory, the user is presented 
with a number of grids with little indica- 
tion (other than careful file naming) of 
w hich should be accessed first. If creating 
such a presentation with Clicker Plus , it is 
better to place all the grids in an applica- 
tion directory (prefixed) and place /Run 
and / Sprites files inside, together with all 
the grids and sound samples associated 
with the presentation. IRun should he set 
to load the first grid and ! Sprites should 
contain a suitable application icon. An 
example of the structure is included on 
the cover disc. 

At £55 for a five-machine licence, I 
can’t think of a good reason why this isn't 
in every school and used on a regular 
basis to help support some of our students 
who have learning difficulties. But apart 
from special needs. Modern Languages 
will find many uses for it, including grids 
for accessing nort-keyboard characters 
used in German (such as 6 6 S) and 
French (such as E e a). 

As with previous examples of quality 
software I review, readers may send me 
their Clicker Plus grids and I will compile 
a disc of all of them and distribute them to 
those who contributed (and to Crick 
Computing for its reference). J__ 
Please mark discs Clicker files. n iU 


Product details 

Product; Clicker Plus 
Supplier: Crkk Computing 
Tel: (01604)713686 
Price: £55 for a five-user licence. An 
upgrade from Clicker is £20, 

Pros: Very versatile * Easy to use ■ Ideal for 
special needs 

Cons: Speech software is a little robotic 
* Some pictures in the manual have 
not reproduced well 
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01 392 437756 


Alt prices 
inc. VAT 


email sales@minerva.co.uk 


MINERVA HOUSE, BARING CRESCENT, EXETER, EX1 1TL 


MADNESS 


The ultimate in 

problem solving rrp . £49.95 

ONLY £39.95 


The only real time 
animator 


ONLY £49.95 


The popular art program 
for all ages rrp , £49,95 

1 ONLY £39.95 


ONLY £69.95 


♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 


01582 761395 


The Really Good 
Software Company “ 

39 Carisbrooke Road, 

♦ Harpenden, Herts AL5 5QS ^ 

♦ / 

Notice Board 

♦ Create unattended, multiple 

+ message 'poster' presentations 

♦ Powerful, yet easy to use 

♦ Ideal for schools, waiting rooms, 

+ reception areas, exhibitions, etc. 

4 £35.00 

/wyw//vwwv^ 

VideoTrak 

^ Get your video film collection under 
^ control with ail-new VideoTrak 

^ Set up a fuily cross-referenced 

♦ database that gives instant access 
by film title, actor, director, etc. 

£15 

♦ 

/VWWWWWW^ 

MultiLink 


\ ■ / 

QJ 


♦ Transfer data effortlessly between 
+ BBC 8-bit and RISC OS 32-bit 

^ computers - including the RISC PC 

^ Intuitive click and drag operation 

♦ £24.95 (with serial cable £29.95) 

♦ 

Softcrete 

♦ Beat the potential software thief and 
+ stop unauthorised use of programs 

♦ Password protect your programs 
^ Restrict use to one machine or a 
^ number of computers 

+ Program security for £24. 95 

AV^AVvVWVNW^ 

Notes 


♦ A sticky note pad for your desktop 

♦ Attach notes to discs, documents 
+ and directories 

♦ Endlessly useful yet only £9.95! 

^ Payment by cheque or PO payable to 

♦ The Really Good Software Company 

a Official orders welcomed. 


The Really Good Software Company 


HANDS ON 


Hints and tips 


Questions 

Using modes consistently 
between different machines, 
memory problems on an 
A310, PD in Australia and 
connecting a CD-ROM drive. 


answers 


Q I have recently bought a 
Rise PC, and have been 
very impressed with its 
graphics capabilities (my old 
A3010 hasn't got a chance any 
more). 

After experimenting with the 
new features, and completing 
Simon the Sorcerer, 1 even- 
tually got around to trying out 
a little programming on my 
new machine. 

I managed to work out how 
to use the new r mode selecting 
system, aided by my PRMs, but 
when I ran any programs that I 
had written for my A3010 - 
which mostly use mode 13 - 
the display was squashed verti- 
cally. Is this because of the 
computer or the monitor? 

How can I correct the pro- 
grams so that they display full- 
screen graphics on both my 
A3010 and my Rise PC (which 
has 2Mb VRAM and an AKJF60 
monitor)? If possible, I would 
like a method which will work 
correctly under RISC OS 2 and 
on any machine with a 
graphics enhancer, so that my 
programs can be used as 
widely as possible. 

Also, how do I qualify my 


programs for distribution as PD 
or Shareware products, and 
what are the terms and 
conditions involved? 

Russell Palmer 
Stourbridge 

A Mode 13 and many of 
the older modes do not 
display full-screen on the 
Rise PC because their refresh 
rates and line resolutions are 
too low for the monitor to 
display correctly. Instead, the 
monitor Takes* mode 13 by 
displaying a faster mode and 
slotting the mode 13 in the 
middle portion of an 
otherwise blank screen. 

While it is of course poss- 
ible to alter the monitor 
controls so that a reasonably 
full picture is displayed, this 
is a very unsatisfactory 
solution. 

The excellent utility Game 
On! from The ARM Club (tel: 
0171-624 9918) gets round 
this problem by designing a 
new set of 100 Hz modes onto 
which the old 5011/ modes 
are mapped. This by itself 
gives full-screen modes that 
run, well, quickly - Elite at 


100Hz is frightening - but 
Game On! also gives the 
option to trap every second 
VSync, so that games winch 
rely on the screen refresh 
rate for their timing run at 
the correct speed. 

Several of the writers in 
the 4«INFO section of the 
magazine effectively use this 
method of ensuring that their 
programs run on the Rise PC, 
that is, they use mode 13 
regardless. While this is fine 
for the sort of program fea- 
tured in JfcINFO, it would 
hardly he adequate for com- 
mercial software written 
after the launch of the Rise 
PC to use this approach. 

Several games - Dune l! 
for instance - give an option 
to choose the screen mode 
from an scon bar menu. This 
can, of course, also be useful 
for raising the amount of 
detail available on faster 
machines. This can also be 
done automatically from the 
program, as it detects what 
operating system it is 
running on. 

This approach needs more 
work when programming, as 


different routines will pro- 
bably be needed by different 
screen resolutions and sizes. 
What is ideally needed is a 
‘standard' mode which will 
w r ork with most types of 
monitor. Mode 28 fits the bill 
quite well, working on multi- 
sync, VGA and SVGA moni- 
tors, but it is also heavily 
memory- and processor- 
intensive. 

To remedy this, Acorn 
developed modes 48 and 49, 
which run on the same types 
of monitor as mode 28, pro- 
viding 16 and 256 colours 
respectively. The inodes run 
at 60Hz with 320x480 pixels, 
and are similar enough to 
mode 13 that programs can 
easily be written to run in 
mode 13 on older (type 0) 
monitors and in mode 49 on 
newer ones. Mode 49 is a 
full-screen mode on the Rise 
PC, 

The slight drawback with 
this approach is that modes 
48 and 49 are not standard 
on any version of RISC OS 
before RISC OS 3.5, They are 
available as a separate 
module from Acorn, which 
therefore must be distributed 
with your program if it uses 
them. Contact Acorn - tel 
(01223) 254254 - about com 
cl it ions for distributing the 
module if you are interested. 
It was on the CD-ROM in the 
archive A CORK FTP. DOCS. 
APPNOTES200-215.202C - 
needing Spark to decode it - 
so there shouldn't be many 
problems. 

Naturally, if you are writ- 
ing a program to run in the 
Desktop, it should not 
assume that it is running in 
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Dune tl allows the user to select the mode that it runs in, depending upon the monitor available. 
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any particular mode* It 
should work in 16 and 256 
colour modes, as well as the 
higher number of colour 
modes on the Rise PC - the 
ColourTrans module pro- 
vides a host of SWIs to help 
with this, as documented in 
the PRMs* 

Ideally, the program 
should also work in the high 
resolution mono mode 23 
(not supported on the Rise 
PC) which is only for use with 
hi -res mono monitors* This 
can be a little hard to test, 
unfortunately, as most moni- 
tors cannot actually display 
mode 23* 

As for ‘qualifying* pro- 
grams as PD or Shareware, 
this is something that you 
need to do for yourself* The 
basic situation is that any 
program yon write is your 
own property and may not 
be copied or distributed by 
anyone else without your 
permission* Permission can 
he (and often is) given expli- 
citly in the IHelp file with the 
program, or in a separate 
Licence file. 

There is no ‘set wording 5 
for this* The rule is to keep it 
as clear as possible* If the file 
is freely distributable, but 
not by someone making a 
profit, then say so* If you 
want anyone using the pro- 
gram for over a week to send 
you £10 registration, then say 
that as well* The dearer you 
make your instructions, the 
more of a leg you will have to 
stand on if someone claims to 
have misunderstood* 

Q I have an A3 10, which 
has been upgraded to 
4Mb of memory and RISC OS 
3. It also contains a FaxPack 
and a high-density disc drive 
interface, as well as a SCSI 
hard disc. 

This has served me welt for 
many years, and I find it ent- 
irely satisfactory for writing 
letters and doing a bit of home 
accounting. I even design 
letterheads in Paint. 

Recently though, I have 
been having problems. I have 
noticed that occasionally a pic- 
ture I am drawing in Paint will 
become corrupted, with odd 
pixels changing colour for no 
reason. Worse than that, pro- 
grams will sometimes crash 
with an address exception, or 
an unknown SWI. These are 


programs which I have never 
had problems with before. 

I haven’t added anything 
new to my system for a while, 
so what is causing these errors; 
is it a hardware problem? 

Harry Barkworth 
Shrewsbury 


A The symptoms that you 
describe sound like a 
classic memory problem to 
me* I would suspect a prob- 
lem with your 4Mb upgrade, 
although the fault may not lie 
with the upgrade itself* 
Depending upon the design 
of the upgrade, the connector 
running from the memory to 
the memory controller may 
run close to - for instance - 
the cable for the floppy drive* 
Have you recently altered the 
position of any hardware 
inside your machine, for 
instance the high-density 
drive? 

Assuming that it is the 
memory board, then your 
approach depends upon who 
supplied the board* If the 
extra memory was bought 
recently, then your supplier 
may be able to fix the fault 
cheaply and easily* If it was 
bought a number of years 
ago the solution may be more 
expensive, as the upgrade 
design is probably obsolete* 

In any case, a good first 
step is to press gently but 
firmly on all the connections 
on the upgrade, including the 
ribbon cable connecting the 
memory to the memory con- 
troller* Sometimes these 
problems are caused by noth- 
ing more than a dodgy 
connection* 

If this doesn’t cure it, then 
talking to your local dealer is 
probably the best option, 
who will be able to advise 
you on how to get the 
machine repaired* 

Help wanted 

Ben Mearns of Perth, 
Western Australia writes : 

‘I would like to know any 
information about good PD 
games and how to get them (I 
do not have Internet access)* 
Is it possible to get PD games 
in Australia, and if so, how 
much do they cast? 5 

Acorn User (and Ben) 
would be grateful for any 
information that our Aus- 
tralian readers can jLj 
provide on this point. /1U 


SCSI, IDE and other 
CD-ROM connections 

Acorn User's recent CD-ROM drive offer threw up a number of queries 
about the different ways in which a CD-ROM drive can be attached to 
an Acorn computer, so here are some answers* 

Dedicated interfaces 

Probably the simplest way to connect a CD-ROM drive is to buy one 
with a dedicated expansion card. This plugs into one of the podule 
expansion slots in the computer and provides an interface to the CD- 
ROM. These cards are CD-ROM-only; they cannot be expanded with 
further peripherals. They are often cheaper than other solutions. 

A similar idea is employed by the parallel port CD-ROM drives. These 
have an interface which plugs into the printer port on the computer. 
Since double-speed CD-ROM drives only have a relatively slow data 
transfer rate anyway, the slowness of the parallel port is not really a 
problem with these drives. Printers and dongles can be daisy-chained 
off the end with no problems, although other parallel-port devices may 
interfere with the operation of the drive* 

Unfortunately, this solution is only available to those with bi- 
directional printer ports: A5GG0, A4, A3010, A3O20, A40G0 and Rise PC. 

In fact, this is pretty well the only way to connect a CD-ROM drive to an 
A4. These drives are easily portable between machines, including (with 
suitable driver software) to IBM-compatibles. 

SCSI interfaces 

SCSI CD-ROMs are increasingly becoming available. These connect into 
a SCSI chain, which may have up to seven other devices attached: hard 
drives, scanners and so on. One of the advantages of this is that all the 
devices can be run off one single expansion card; another is speed, 
although this is perhaps less important with CD-ROM drives than with, 
say, a hard drive. The new SCSI II cards are in principle faster than 
original SCSI I cards, although there are other considerations. Morley's 
cached SCSI I card tends to out-perform either of the SCSI II cards 
available at the moment in practice. 

What you buy when you go for the SCSI solution is one SCSI card, 
which you then connect your SCSI devices to. You do not need to buy a 
further SCSI card each time you buy another SCSI device - up to the 
maximum of seven devices, of course. You only need to buy the card 
when you buy the first SCSI device. Only the A54Q came with SCSI as 
standard, it is extra on all other machines* In principle, any SCSI device 
should be compatible with any card. Things aren't actually that simple 
in practice, and it is wise to check if a particular device does actually 
work with the card you have in your machine before buying it 

Connecting a CD-ROM drive to a SCSI card is a little bit more 
complicated than just plugging it in - you also need a driver (a small 
software module) for it If it has been bought from an Acorn dealer, the 
driver will usually have been provided. However, if it has been bought 
from somewhere else - perhaps for use with a Mac as well - then you 
will need a separate driver. Eesox (tel: (0t223) 264242) and Morley (tel; 
01 91-257 6355) both do a range of such drivers, and it is worth asking 
other manufacturers. 

IDE interfaces 

The Rise PC comes with an IDE internal hard disc. The IDE interface is 
similar to the SCSI interface, but is a poorer relation as it is usually 
slower and can only take a maximum of two devices. Nonetheless, this 
is enough to allow you to connect an internal IDE CD-ROM into the 
5.25in bay of your Rise PC - a good solution if you have such a machine. 
You can't then connect a second hard drive, though. Unfortunately, the 
IDE standard doesn't allow for long connecting cables, so IDE CD-ROM 
drives cannot easily be used in pre-Risc PC machines. 
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Programming 


U p till now, if we've wanted to store a set of 
related data items such as names or tele- 
phone numbers, we've used arrays - David 
described how to set them up back in the 
December 1994 issue* As a brief reminder, 
here's a few examples of array declarations: 

float numbers [10] ; 
int grid [5] [10]; 
char names[10] [25] ; 
char *places[20]; 

It’s important to remember that when you 
declare your arrays, you're specifying the maxi- 
mum number of elements you'll be using - in 
the first example, you've defined ten "cells’ 
starting at numbcrs|D| and going to numbers [9]. 

Arrays are quite versatile, but they do have 
their limitations. If you're writing a simple data- 
base to store the contents of your address book, 
you’d need several arrays to hold the different 
types of information - one for the names, 
another for the telephone numbers, and so on* In 
order to perform an operation on an individual 
record, you have to examine each array in turn 
and manually reconstitute the information. It's 
simple enough to do, but when each record 
contains a lot of data fields, it quickly becomes 
tiresome, especially for routine operations like 
copying one record into another. 

Another consequence of arranging the data in 
separate arrays according to its type is that the 
natural structure of information is lost - in an 
address book, all the information for one 
address is stored in one space; you’d never 
dream of storing all the phone numbers in a 
separate chapter and cross-referencing them to 
the names whenever you wanted to call some- 
one. It’s this philosophy that brought about a 
major addition to the language of C, and it’s this 
addition that I’ll be looking at next 

Structures 

A structure can be thought of as a group of vari- 
ables, similar to an entry in an address book. Once 
you’ve defined the contents of a structure, you can 
declare a structure of that type with a single 
command. Here's how you define a structure: 

struct mode { 
char name [15]; 
int xres; 
int yres; 
int colours; 

); 

Essentially, you put together a list of the items 
you want the structure to hold, and initialise 
them as if they were separate variables - the 
only difference is that you surround the whole 
lot in braces at the end of a struct command - 
and since it's a command we’re dealing with we 
need to include the semicolon after the dosing 
brace. The example above assigns the name 
mode as a new variable type. No structures have 
been created in memory yet; we've just told the 
compiler how to make one when it needs to. The 
structure mode contains four elements - a block 
of 15 bytes in which a name can be stored, the x 
and y resolutions of the mode, and finally the 
number of colours. In order to declare a struc- 

74 | Acorn User August 1995 




a 




cd 


< 


ture of this type that we can use, we need to do 
the following: 

struct mode games; 

or 

struct mode hires; 

If s similar to declaring a variable of any other 
type, but because mode is a type we’ve just 
created - a pseudotype, if you like - we need to 
remind the compiler of that fact by prefixing it 
with the struct keyword. 

If you’re going to be declaring several struc- 
tures with the same definition, it's common 
practice to use the typedef command to cut down 
on the typing. The following example instructs 
the compiler to treat any MODE instruction it 
finds as if it were struct mode, 

typedef struct mode MODE; 

MODE games; 

You can even use the typedef command at the 
same time as the definition of the structure, 
which accounts for why you’ll see some pretty 
big differences between structure definitions. 

typedef struct { 
int numerator; 
int denominator; 

> FRACTION; 

FRACTION fracl; 

So, you've defined and declared your structure, so 
how do you use it? In the same way that you use 
an index to look at different elements in an array, 
you use the names of the members of the structure 
to access them, by using the dot operator. 

gets (games* name) ; 
games *xres - 640; 
games *yres =256; 
games, colours = 256; 

In the example above, I’m storing information in 
the structure named games by adding the appro- 
priate element onto the end of the structure name. 

Arrays of structures 

It’s all very well being able to create a 
compound variable that can take a whole chunk 
of related data in one go, but it's not much use 


your 

This month Steve 
Mumford investigates 
some alternative 
methods of data 
storage. 






unless you can create whole stacks of them in 
one go. However, since we can do almost 
anything with a structure that we could do with 
a variable, there's no problem - we just create 
an array of structures. 

MODE modes [101; 

The above statement declares an array of ten 
mode structures, and each can contain a name, 
the x and y resolutions, and the number of 
colours as before. 

A structure in an array is accessed in almost 
the same way as before, using the dot operator. 
The following example steps through the array 
of structures and reads in a name for each of 
them. 

for {x = 0; x < 10; x++0) { 

print f(* Pi ease enter the name for mode 

%d\ \n ,f , x); 

gets (modes lx] -name) ; 

> 

This allows us to store our list of names and 
addresses in one large array, and operations 
such as copying, sorting or deleting records are 
made much easier by the fact that we can access 
a whole chunk of data in one go. The code frag- 
ment below creates a new structure named 
chosen and copies the fourth structure from the 
modes array into it 

MODE chosen; 
chosen = modes [3]; 

Note that this copies the array of characters in 
modes [3], name, which would have needed the 
strcpyO function outside a structure. 

Advanced structures 

So far, we've created individual structures, 
made arrays of them, and learned how to access 
the separate elements within them. However, 
that's only the tip of the proverbial iceberg - 
since you can do almost anything to a structure 
that you can with a variable, you can manufac- 
ture some pretty interesting data maps. 

Firstly, you're not limited to including single 
variables in structures; you can put arrays within 
them too. If you want to progress further, you 
can also include other structures, arrays of struc- 
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Programming 


lures - the list goes on. There are limitations; if 
you're defining a structure named address, you're 
not allowed lo refer to structures of that type 
within its own definition. It's mostly because 
you fall into a recursion trap - the compiler 
would try to put the address structure inside 
itself, and get confused. However* as with most 
limitations, there's a way round it, and this leads 
on to such marvels as linked lists and binary 
trees - more on which next month. 

struct example { 

int array [10] [20] ; 

MODE games; 

MODE strucarraylSJ; 

); 

struct example exl; 

Once the rather complex structure show n 
above has been set up* you can access all the 
elements within it following the rules laid out 
earlier. All the following assignments are 
possible. 

exl. array [5 11 5] = 10; 
exl. games, xres - 640; 
exl. strucar ray [3] .colours = 16; 

Pointers to structures 

Another important similarity between structures 
and other variables is the ability to refer to them 
by their location in memory - by a pointer. This 
allows structures to be allocated memory 
dynamically, which is a neater, although more 
complicated, arrangement than declaring a huge 
array of them at the start of the program. Taking 
the example of the address book database, we 
could either guess at the maximum number of 
records the user would ever create and set aside 
enough memory before the program ran* or 
using pointers, we could wait until the user 
needed another empty record before allocating 
the memory. The only snag is that we have to 
use malloeO, so if you need to brush up on the 
function, I suggest you browse over David's 
article in the Christmas 1994 issue of Acorn 
User , 

typed® f struct { 
int x; 
float y; 

} SIMPLE; 

SIMPLE *varl; 

The above fragment defines a structure and 
creates the variable type SIMPLE for it. The last 
line declares a pointer to a structure of type 
SIMPLE, but doesn't allocate any memory yet. 
That's done by using the malloeO function, and 
the sizeofQ function calculates the amount of 
memory the structure takes up* If it’s a more 
complicated structure, you might have to 
determine its size for yourself. 

varl = malloc (sizeof (SIMPLE) ) ; 

You can't access these structures in quite the 
same way as the ones mentioned earlier in the 
column, but a special operator is provided to 
avoid all those stars and ampersands that are 
normally associated with pointers* I'll Ajr 
cover that next month, so I'll see you then. U 
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Getting started 


Absolute 

beginners 


M enus are an important part of using 
the Archimedes. They are one of 
the ways of giving instructions to pro- 
grams. If you want an application to save 
a file, you will usually be able to do it by 
choosing the 'Save 7 option from a menu, 
even if there are other ways such as com- 
bination of key presses. In fact, the key 
presses to achieve the same action are 
often shown on the menu, alongside the 
action. 

Navigating the menu 
structure 

Menus are opened in the same way in all 
applications - by clicking with the middle 
"Menu 7 mouse button. The button is 
clicked once to display the menu, and the 
menu displayed is appropriate to whatever 
was underneath the pointer at the time. 
Usually, this will be a window belonging 
to an application, and the menu will be 
created by the application. There are some 
areas of the Desktop that do not generate 
menus, of course, such as an empty area 
of the icon bar and the borders of 
windows. 

In its simplest form, a menu is a list of 
actions which the program can perform. 
For instance, clicking with Menu over the 
floppy disc icon on the icon bar opens a 
menu with a list of actions which may be 
performed on the disc. Some of these - 
verifying the disc, finding out how much 
free space is on it, and so on - are a single 
action and require no further input from 
the user. As the pointer is moved up and 
down the menu, the action to be per- 
formed is highlighted. Clicking with any 
of the mouse buttons performs the action, 
though Adjust has the added property that 
the menu remains on screen - otherwise 
(with Menu and Select) it is removed. 

Formatting the disc does require some 
further input from the user as the Filer 


needs to be told what format the disc 
should be made. The arrow to the right of 
the word 4 Form at 7 indicates that this menu 
contains a submenu which will be opened 
when the pointer is moved over the arrow, 
in RISC OS 3 you can also configure sub- 
menus to open automatically if the pointer 
is left over an entry containing a submenu 
for a short period of time* The menu struc- 
ture including its submenus is often called 
a menu tree , as it contains ever more sub- 
menus branching off the original ‘root 7 
menu. In practice, few menu structures go 
more than three layers deep. 

Submenus do not actually need to be 
menus; they can also be windows. Usually 
(though this can change) the window is a 
dialogue box - a simple window allowing 
you to set several options at once in a more 
convenient manner to continually going 
through a menu structure. 

Menus are not as permanent as win- 
dows; a menu will disappear if the mouse 
is clicked with the pointer outside the 
menu structure, it will usually be removed 
when a choice has been made, and only 
one menu structure (menus and sub- 


menus) may be on screen at once. A sub- 
menu will also be removed if the pointer 
is moved back up the menu tree to an 
earlier menu. 

Like windows, menus can be dragged 
around the screen by using their title bars, 
though if you accidentally click just away 
from the title bar, you will lose the menu. 
There is no need when moving a menu to 
keep it over the original window it was 
opened on; in fact, with large menu struc- 
tures it can be helpful to move the root 
menu up to the top left of the screen to 
have room to open all the submenus. 

Flags for menu entries 

Apart from actions, menu entries may 
contain settings. For instance, a font menu 
will not only let you pick the font in 
which to display your text, but will show r 
the current setting* It does this by adding 
a tick symbol to the left of the menu entry 
if the option is currently selected. 
Clicking on the menu entry toggles the 
state of the entry between ticked and 
unticked - if you use Adjust and so keep 
the menu on screen, you can see this 
happening* 

A menu entry with an ellipsis (...) fol- 
lowing it will, if clicked upon, open a 
more permanent dialogue box, closing the 
menu in the process. This dialogue box is 
a separate window, not part of the menu 
structure, and will usually remain until the 
user explicitly removes it. 

Some actions which you can perform 
using a menu may depend upon the status 
of other settings within a program. For 
instance, you can only undo an action if 
you have first done something to undo. If 
these options were only to appear on 
menus when they were needed, it could be 
confusing, with menus constantly chang- 
ing their layout and contents. Instead, 
these items are often present but are 
greyed out and unselectable. Buttons in 
dialogue boxes can be greyed out in a 
similar way* 

Many menus have dashed dividing 
lines separating groups of items; this is 
purely cosmetic and has no deeper 
significance. 



A standard dialogue box, with option icons and two icons where text may be entered. No changes 
will actually be made until the 'Start' button is clicked upon. Clicking on the Close icon for the 
window will dose the dialogue box without making any changes - there may also be a 'Cancel' 
button to do this. 

76 I Acorn User August 1995 




Getting started 


Learn to make choices with the menu 
part of the WIMP and with appropriate 
key presses in our ongoing series for 
beginners by David Matthewman. 


Key short-cuts 

Menu entries are often followed by a key- 
board short-cut - a combination of keys 
which will make the program perform the 
same action that would be done by click- 
ing on the menu entry. Once these are 
learned, they offer a quick and easy way 
to do common and simple actions without 
having to move your hands from the 
keyboard. 

Such-short cuts often involve the Ctrl 
key, sometimes in combination with Shift. 
The function keys along the top of the 
keyboard (labelled FI to FI 2) are also 
used extensively. For instance, Ctrl-Shift- 
I (Hold down both the Ctrl and Shift keys 


ADFS::0 


Name disc r- 

Dismount 

Format 

| Format 2 

Current format t- 

Backup 

USiSUilAEjl 

Share 

ADFS 800 K (E> 

Verify 

ADFS 800 K {D} 

Free 

ADFS 640 K (L) 

\wA 

Other formats F 

:0 Apps 

ArcFS 2 


A small menu tree, generated from the floppy 
disc icon on the icon bar, and showing one 
submenu. 


and type 1) is used to insert a frame in 
Impression, while Ctrl-S snaps an object 
to the grid in Draw. The function keys are 
often used without Shift and Ctrl, and 
many have standardised uses across many 
applications. F3 is used to save a file in 99 
out of 100 editors, and FI often starts 
interactive help. 

If recognised, the key short-cut will be 
processed by the window with the caret 
(identified because the title bar will be 
pale brown rather than grey), but if this 
does not recognise the short-cut it will 
pass it on. This can occasionally have 
unexpected effects, but normally works 
well. For instance FI 2, Shift-F12, Ctrl- 
FI2 and $hift-Ctrl-F12 are used by the 
Desktop, so well-behaved applications do 
not respond to these key-presses but pass 
them on instead. 

Key short cuts are represented on 
menus using the A (Ctrl) and T (Shift) 
symbols. Note that on Rise PC keyboards, 
some of the keys are labelled differently 
from on older machines; most glaringly, 
‘Copy 7 is now ‘End. 7 Not all short cuts 
available need be listed on the menu, 
though there is usually a full list in the 
manual for the program. On the other 
hand, not every menu entry has a key- 
board short cut - Filer menus for instance 
have none - it all depends on the 
programmer. 

As an aside, mouse clicks can also be 
modified with Shift, Ctrl and Alt keys, 


Jargon 

Dialogue box: a particular style of window usually containing a number of choices, plus icons to 
either make the changes or dose the box without changing anything. Using Adjust will leave the 
box on screen, as with menus. 

Keyboard short cuts: a combination of key presses which will perform some action, usually one 
which would otherwise need you to remove your hands from the keyboard and use the mouse. 
Menu Tree: also known as the menu structure - a menu and all its submenus and dialogue boxes. 
Pop-up menus: menus - usually containing a simple list of choices - which are opened by clicking 
on a particular icon, rather than by clicking specifically with the Menu button. 

Submenu: a menu which is obtained by moving the pointer over an arrow in another 'parent' 
menu rather than by clicking with Menu, The title of the submenu is usually the option in the 
parent menu which generated the submenu. 



though this feature is much less used on 
the Archimedes than it is on one-button- 
mouse systems like the Mac. 

Pop-up menus 

There is a certain class of menu which is a 
little bit different, in that these menus - 
called pop-up menus - can be opened by 
clicking on a particular icon with any of 
the three mouse buttons. They tend to be a 
simple list of alternatives, one of which 
will be chosen - a particular font, colour, 
resolution and so on. In all other respects, 
they behave exactly as menus do. 

In order to warn you that a pop up 
menu is available, the pointer helpfully 
changes shape into a tiny pop-up menu 
symbol. There is a 'standard 7 pop-up 
menu icon, but such menus may legiti- 
mately be produced from other icons 
which often give a clearer idea of the 
menu’s function. There are several such 
menus on Impression's button bar, i TT 
for example, /lU 


fitulo -Rll— Style | 

J 1 

[§j4ew style... A F5 
Edit style... A F6 
Clear all styles A N 



V No indent 


Headline 

Caption 

Standfast 

No indent 

Listing 

Cross head 

Small caps 

Variable 


A pop-up menu, showing the standard pop-up 
menu icon, the changed pointer and the menu 
itself. 
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wW'fme a sheet of paper, 
just click anywhere ^ 
and start to type ^ 


F A C T F 1 L E 


Artktmtd&s wop&t nf>rtl 1995 

Performance • • • • • 

Features • • # • O 

Value • • • • • 

Overall • t • • • 


VISA 


; ft® p® 

|1 -.nji 

O^©' 

O 1© 


l@ O' M { krn ®Tiiw tw $m 

* W P4tl! 

M m m p^I 

Tel 01332 204911 Requires RISC OS3 | f 

Softease Limited, The Old Courthouse, 

St Peters Church Yard, Derby, DEI 1NW 

Produced on text 


Part Exchange to 



TqpicaJ Trade in 
Allowances 


Subject to ch&rtge, please 
phone to conftrm 


SIMM Exchanges 

4 Nb to SMb -£12500 
4Mb to 16Mb - £255.00 
SMB to 16Mb - £[95.00 
4Ph - £1600 
6Mb - £2600 
16Mb - £345.00 


Hard Disk Exchanges 

For A5G0Q and A4000, 

40Mb to 250 Mb - £ 7900 
40Mb to 420 Mb - £ 15900 
80Mb to 250 Mb ■ £ 59.00 
SO Mb TO 420 Mb - £ 139.00 
A3020 and RrsePC 
60Mb to 240 Mb - £ 69.00 
210Mb to 420Mb - £ 12900 


RiscPC 


A3000 

£175 

A420/I 

£275 

A440/I 

£325 

M000 

£425 

A5000 2/40Mb 

£500 

A5000 4/80 Mb 

£575 

A5000 4/l60Mb 

£600 

AfCFIi/12/17/40 

£ 65 

AKF18 

£ 95 

AKF50 

£150 


Prices of New 
Rise PC Computers 


Rise PC600 2M £1249.00 

2Vb RAM, 2IOiVb HD 

Rfec PC600 5M £1399.00 

4Nb RAM 2K)Wb HD, IMb VRAM 

Rise PC600 9M £169900 

SNfe RM 420Mb HD, IWb VRAM 

\7‘ monitor option add £. 270.00 

CDR0M Drive add £ 169.00 


AJS Computers 



123 New London Rood 
Chelmsford Essex CM2 OQT 
tel 01Z4S 345263 
fox 01245 345233 

all prices plus vat and carriage 



1st provides UNEQUALLED statistical 
facilities, Drawfile graphics. Easy CSV 
interface. Spreadsheet type data entry with 
extensive manipulation features. Automatic, 
context sensitive manual. Mouse driven, 
with optional keyboard shortcuts. 



Statistical content of IstJr and IstL is 
relevant to educational requirements. 
Upgrades between versions and from single 
to multiple licences available. 

Our products cover statistical requirements 
at levels frpm GCSE to advanced research. 
Single use prices from £50 to £205 
depending on the version and type of use. 

New, unique features for Vafue Added 
Analysis in School Administration. 



Loan copies, further info, 
available from: 

Serious Statistical Software 

Lynwood, 

Benty Heath Lane 
Willaston 
SWirral, L641SD 
Tel: (1151 327 4268 


The established statistical packages. 


ViVID20 pffiU 

Hi-res emulator for older machines 




Desktops up to 2048x1234 in 16 colour 
Desktops up to 1472x1070 in 256 colour 
Greyscale emulation in all resolutions 
On screen brightness St contrast controls 
RiscPC style mode changer 

Memory saving enhanced 2bpp greyscale modes 
Co/our calibration in 16 colour modes 
Compatible with aft multi-tasking apps 
Multitasking on line manual 


Screenshot from an 
Acorn AS10 with 
VIDC enhancer 
running ViVID20 


Introductory Price 


u ire merits 

Arm 3 
Ah RAM 
Rise OS 3.1 
VI DC enhancer 
Multisync monitor 


£11.50 


Including carriage 


iSV Products 

86 Turnberry, Home Farm, Bracknell 
Berks, RG1 2 8ZH Tel 01344 55769 

All details correct at time of going to press E&0E 





Mike Cook continues his 
hardware series by wiring 
up his old racing car set 
to his Acorn. 



N ow, how many of you have a slot-car rac- 
ing set that is gathering dust under the bed 
in a large box? Well, I thought this month I 
would revive my son Graham’s racing car set by 
attaching it to the computer. 

There are many things we can do with a com- 
puter and a slot racing set, so many in fact that 
some of them will have to wait for another time. 
What I thought I would tackle now is lap timing, 
as this seems to offer the maximum increase in 
play value. Racing against the clock gives added 
interest, especially when you can’t find an oppo- 
nent. You can have lap records for each track 
layout and can easily assess the results of fine 
tuning of the cars. 

Starting out 

When tackling any project like this, the first 
thing you have to do is decide on your sensor. 
What we need is something that will give an 
electrical signal to the computer when a model 
car passes it. One initial thought was an infra- 
red beam broken by the car, but this would be 
tricky to implement. It wouldn’t be so bad for an 
individual car as you could mount the emitter 
and sensor on either side of the track, but when 
you have two or more lanes you would need to 
mount one of them in the middle of the track 
between two cars. This would involve drilling 
holes in the track and some precise mechanical 
construction, as there is not a lot of clearance. 
One possibility would be to mount a reflective 
optical switch on top of a gantry the cars trav- 
elled under, but it would be difficult to detect 
anything but white cars. 

Now, the race set that Graham has is a 
*Tomy’ and the cars have magnets built-in to 
keep them attached to the track. Other makes of 
car also have magnets in their motors so I 
thought the detection of the magnetic field from 
the car would make a good way to sense them. 
Fortunately, you can get Hall effect switches 
quite cheaply, so I used them here 
The Hall effect is quite an important physical 
phenomenon. What happens is that you take a 
block of semiconductor material, such as silicon 
or germanium, and pass a current along its 
length. If you place this in a magnetic field you 


will find a voltage appearing across the sides of 
the block as shown in Figure I . For a given 
material, the direction of this Hall voltage corre- 
sponds to the direction of the magnetic field, 
and the size of the voltage is directly 
proportional to the size of the magnetic field. 

The discovery of this effect was most impor- 
tant in our understanding of electronic materials 
as it went against the then -established theories 
of electrical conduction. You see, the current of 
electricity can be considered to be a flow of 
electrons, which will be deflected by a magnetic 
field just like they are in a TV tube. However, in 
some materials a positive Hall voltage was 
observed, which meant that in some materials, 
conduction was performed by the flow of posi- 
tive charge carriers and not the negatively 
charged electrons. 

In fact, it turns out that in these materials, 
conduction is by a flow of holes, a hole simply 
being where an electron isn’t. If an electron car- 
ries a negative charge then a hole will carry a 
positive charge. It might seem strange at first to 
think of the movement of a hole, but consider a 
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glass of fizzy pop. You think of the bubbles 
travelling upwards, but what is really happening 
is that the liquid is flowing round the hole to 
make it appear in another place; it's just simpler 
to consider the bubble as an entity and plot its 
path. In solid state physics holes are like that - it 
is really the electrons that are moving but it is 
more convenient to consider the hole. How a 
hole comes to actually possess mass I will leave 
to the second year of a Physics degree. 

Proximity switches 

We can use this effect to make extremely sensi- 
tive proximity switches, which means we can 
detect the presence of a magnet over a much 
greater range or use very much smaller or weak* 
er magnets. While the actual size of the Hall 
voltage is very small, it is possible to build 
devices which include an amplifier and thresh- 
old circuit, along with the Hall sensor, to 
produce a complete switch. These switches are 
extremely easy to use and can be incorporated in 
a variety of applications. 

The switch I chose for this project is the 
OHN3040U, which is the most sensitive in the 
catalogue and can be switched by fields of 1 50 



gauss. Simply by adding a single pull-up resistor 
to this you can get an output the computer can 
read. The idea is to mount the switch underneath 
the track so that it will be triggered by the pass- 
ing car. With the track I had, there were regular 
small gaps in the plastic exposing the metal con- 
ducting rail - these were just the right size to fit 
the sensor into, secured by a small dab of hot 
melt glue: see Figure 2. Before permanently fix- 
ing them, make sure they will detect your car; if 
you have difficulty you might have to move the 
sensor closer to the magnetic field in your car. 
This is because the strength of a magnetic field 
drops off very rapidly with distance; in fact the 
field is inversely proportional to the cube of the 
distance. The side of the sensor with the writing 
on is the most sensitive one, and this might even 
have to be let into the track so that it is closer to 
the motor. 

Luckily with my set-up I had no such prob- 
lems and my tests showed I could reliably detect 
the passage of a car. However, the carS do travel 
at quite some speed and the amount of time 
spent under the sensor is quite short. I measured 
pulses of about 5mS when the cars were going 
at full speed. This is a problem for the computer 
as it has to be looking at the sensor at the precise 
time the car passes by in order to see it. 

The solution seemed obvious: feed the pulse 
into a flip flop and let the computer read the flip 
flop. In that way the passage of the car would be 
recorded until the computer got round to reading 
it. Then you could use an output to reset the flip 
flop for the next lap. So I built a circuit and it 
tested out fine. Unfortunately, it was one of 
those cases where the operation was a success 
but the patient died. 

Yes, the system worked well at detecting and 
storing short pulses, but when the cars were 
actually running they created so much interfer- 
ence that the flip flops went haywire. This was 
despite the fact that there was no direct electri- 
cal connection between the car motor supply 
and my sensors. The problem was one of elec- 
tromagnetic radiated interference and no matter 
what I tried l could not shift it. The digital ICs 
did not have enough noise immunity so 
therefore I had to try a different tack. 

Stretching pulses 

If you can’t latch the pulses then the next best 
thing is to stretch the pulses so that they are long 
enough to guarantee your computer will be able 
to see them, and this is basically what happens 
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Figure 3 The sensor circuit: make one for each track. 
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in Figure 3. The output from the sensor is nor- 
mally high and drops low when it detects a 
magnetic field. The idea is to use the short time 
it drops low to rapidly charge a capacitor and 
when it is high to slowly discharge the capaci- 
tor, which then stretches the pulse. A circuit that 
does this is known as a monostable and, 
although you can get 1C monostables, with my 
earlier problems with interference 1 decided to 
steer clear of them and build ones out of 
transistors- 

If you look at the diagram you will see that as 
the sensor's output drops low the first transistor 
is turned on - you can only do this with a PNP 
transistor, sometimes called an 'upside down' 
transistor. When this turns on it connects the 
capacitor C to the positive rail and rapidly 
charges it up. As the car passes and the sensor's 
output goes high, the transistor turns off and the 
capacitor starts to discharge through the 1GQK 
collector load. However, there is also another 
discharge path through a resistor into the base of 
a second transistor to ensure the transistor is 
switched on while the capacitor is discharging. 
We can then feed the output of this transistor 
into the computer and it will be long enough to 
detect. The capacitor on its base is there to sup- 
press any interference that is picked up. I used 
tantalum capacitors in this circuit as they are 
better at dealing with interference than metal 
foil capacitors. 

You will need one of these circuits for each 
car you want to detect- You can test it by using 
the port monitor application and simply placing 
the cars on the track. To add a bit more interest I 
decided to use some of the computer's outputs 
to tight some LEDs to act as a starting gate. The 
electrical arrangement is shown in Figure 4 and 
has simply the outputs driving the LEDs directly, 
and as these outputs are meant to drive a printer 
there is just enough power to do this. I mounted 
them on a gantry I made from cutting out a 
small cardboard box and simply placed them 
over the box. As far as I can gather, in a real 
race the two red lights go on five seconds before 


the race and the race is started by the red lights 
going off and the two lower green lights going 
on. However, as these are under software con- 
trol you can do whatever you like in terms of 
making them flash- 

The software interface 

With the hardware in the bag we need to write 
the software- I have written two examples on 
this month's disc, one for a solo car and the 
other for two cars- Both programs are quite sim- 
ilar and are designed so that you can expand and 
embellish them to suit your own needs. 

The solo car program assumes the sensor is 
connected to bit 7 of the control inputs, which, 
you will remember from earlier 
articles, is an inverting input. 

The first job the program does 
is to wait until the car is over 
the sensor- It then proceeds 
with a ten second countdown, 
turning the red lights on at five 
seconds- It then looks at the 
sensor again and if the car is 
not over it the program signals 
a false start- With the car in 
place the green lights go on and 
the computer beeps and then 
enters a loop to time ten laps. 

The loop consists of two parts, 
the first holds until the car has 
left the sensor and the second 
holds until the car is over the 
sensor. The time taken to pass through these two 
loops is printed out as the lap time. 

With two cars the program is a bit more com- 
plicated - here we can't afford to wait in a loop 
so we need to monitor both cars at the same 
time. The way I do this is to have a variable for 
each car, which contains either zero or one 
depending on the state of the last reading of the 
sensor. Now, if the current reading is not the 
same as the last reading and the current reading 
is zero, then the car has just passed over the sen- 
sor, so we can work out the time that car has 
taken to lap- 

At the same time we also increment the lap 
counter for the car and halt the race when either 
car has reached its tenth lap. The car with the 
biggest lap count is the winner. There is a slight 
complication as the second car is read in on bit 6 
of the control bits which is a non-inverting 
input. So that it is treated the same as the first 
car it is inverted by using the EOR - that's 
exclusive OR operation. 

If you were to need more than two cars then it 
would be best to rewrite the program using 
arrays rather than individual variables for each 
car- 

As I said at the start, this is only the basics of 
what you can do with a computer and a car race 
game. I strongly encourage you to experiment 
and add to it. For example, you might want to 
add sound effects or even devise a rally game 
where you get penally points both for going too 
slow and too fast You could also control an 
opponent’s car using a computer, but you might 
like me to give you a hand with that one: i__ 
see you next month- /itj 
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Programs available for all 
ages and abilities. 

* For school and home use * 

• PC and Acorn formats • 
Send for our free catalogue. 


4Mation 
Publishers of 
quality educational 
software since 
1983. 


4Mation Educational Resources 
14 Castle Park Road 
Barnstaple 
Devon 
EX32 8PA 
"S' (01271)25353 


A trim Cirr, 

DIVE S TAR AND A FAST AND FRIENDLY SERVICE 
Zs5i MARKETING WHAT MORE COULD YOU ASK FOR? 

Our *NEW* demo disc/catalogue for just £1 

j Exclusive to Five Star the full version of DINOSAW at only £150 


EXCELLENT PACK OFFERS 



• Games Pack I • Games Pack 2 • Games Pack 3 

• Games Pack 4 t Draw Clipart Pack 1 

• *NEW* Draw Clipart Pack 2 • Sound Sample Pack 1 

• *NEW* Sound Sample Pack 2 • Educational Pack 

• Utils Pack 1 • Utils Pack 2 • *NBW* Utils Pack 3 



At only £3.50, each pack has three fully archived discs. 
Sorry, no credit cord facilities available. 




Buy any two packs and get our demo disc free. 
Buy any four packs and get a free mystery disc. 

Five Star Marketing, 4 Shepherds Walk 
Bushey, Herts, WD2 1LZ. 



Why DO people buy from 


THE DATA STORE? 

We're an Acorn specialist - no other brands of 
computer to distract you . 

A large stock of hardware, software and peripherals, 
all on demonstration if required. 

Friendly, knowledgeable and efficient service - 
in person or by mail/telephone order . 

Finance terms available (subject to status, written 
details on request) including six months interest-free 
on selected items. 


© 

© 

© 


CO 

© 


Ov 

GO 

© 

O 
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Education specialist - for both schools and parents. 
Assist and Advantage schemes available. 

Free parking right outside the shop , 

Harold's coffee is the BEST IN BROMLEY! 

(so he says...) 



We accept: 
Visa 

Diners Club 
Mastercard 
Switch, 
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CE 
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Birmingham 


No PD Library offers a 
choice of PD as wide as 
Sky fall does. So don't 
bother collecting other 
PD libraries catalogue 
discs. Send for the one 
that counts. And choose 
SkyfalL 

Please send £1 for the 
Preinte d Catalogue ami 
demo disc to. 


Incorporating 


A rchimedcs 

P i labile 

R Pi 

A J— Jomain 

A JSlLilM-ary 

As well as the besi eolleciion of P.D., Shareware, and low cost software we offer 
APDL Clip Art CD-I Nearly 7000 files. 500Mb of dip art for just £28 
! Faster PC The alternative PC emulator - only £20 


Fora catalogue scud £1 or four 1st class 
slumps and ask for L6Mbor 800K discs. 

A.P.D.L., 39 Knighton Park Road, 
Sydenham, London SE26 5RN 


Hard discs - Pan exchange your drive for a massive 420 Mb 
80 Mb to 420 Mb only £155^ 160 Mb to 420 Mb only £135 


Complete new IDE drives and interfaces 

2 10 Mb for A3 1Q/A400 only £200 120 Mb for A30G0/3010 only £190 

(Complete with ail fittings. Others available. Ait prices inclusive - nothing more to pay) 
PLUS a huge range of cheap PC Shareware for use with a PC emulator or PC card. 


Impression Publisher Resource Disc 

• Backgrou nds - fo r posts rs , b usi n e ss cards ate with I FREE] IBQXII font worth £8,17 

• Masks - an extended range of masks 

• Fancy Borders - includes selection of complex certificate borders 

• Helpfiles - extended and updated for Publisher 

• Publisher borders that utilise the unique border system 

• Forms - ready produced for Avery labels, invoices, business cards etc 

also available for Impression Style 

Templates for Avery labels 

A full selection of 40 templates for Impression Publisher, Style and Ovation 

The Primary Teachers Clipart Starter Set £16.45 

A two disc set of Draw files for use across the curricufum. 


£12.95 

plus Jots mere, 

£9.34 


DECjcMTA 

Dep AU8, PO Box 97, Exeter, EX4 4YA 


Sales Hotline 

Phone/Fax 01392 221702 


Educational Software for all ages 

Number Zoo, ages 3 to 6 



'■.sc > 



Little Red Riding Hood, ages 5 to 8 
Shy lock Gnomes, ages 10 to 15 
Don The Professor, ages 10 to 13 



SELECTIVE SOFTWARE 
Old Chapel Flat, Babcary, 
SOMERTON, Somerset, TA11 7DZ 
Tel/Fax (01458) 223501 






Help direct from Acorn 


Acorn 

Customer 

hotline 


Essential information for all 
Acorn users, compiled by 
Dave Walker of Acorn 
Customer Services 
exclusively for Acorn User. 


ft Multiple Connections to 
LK14 

The Rise PC is fitted with two auxiliary 
audio connectors; these are LKL3 and 
LKI4, located in the rear right-hand quad- 
rant of the motherboard (close to the 
power supply) when viewing the machine 
from the front. The purpose of LKI4 is to 
enable sound to be output from a CD-ROM 
drive with audio mixer board, or the 
16- bit sound card, or some other audio 
device to play its output through the 
internal speaker. 

If you have more than one device 
which requires access to LKI4 (for exam- 
ple, if you have a Rise PC fitted with 
Cumana CD300iA and Acorn 16-bit sound 
card), you would in theory have to leave 
one device disconnected because LKI4 
can only take one header plug. However, 
Cumana has now produced a small pas- 
sive splitter which allows up to four audio 
devices to be connected to LK14, The 
splitter comprises a small PCB which sits 
on top of LK 14, and is available from: 
Cumana Ltd, Pines Trading Estate, Broad 
Street, Guildford, Surrey GU3 3BH, tel: 
(01483)503121. 

Some motherboards have LK14 com- 
prising 5 pins, whereas others have 4; the 
"extra’ pin, which is the rearmost on a 
5-pin connector, is another earth 
connection. 


$ DOS resolutions 

When running certain DOS applications 
under the Rise PC 486 card you may find 
that the card switches, without your inter- 
vention, from single to multi-tasking 
mode; the PC display will switch to a RISC 
OS window. This happens when the DOS 
application attempts to select a screen 
mode which is not defined under RISC OS. 
To prevent this from happening, you will 
need to create a RISC OS screen mode 
with the same X and Y resolution as that 
which is being selected by the DOS appli- 
cation, The first step in creating a suitable 
screen mode is to discover the correct res- 
olution needed. This can be done by 
following the steps below. 

* When the PC display switches into a 
RISC OS window, save the PC screen as a 
sprite, 

* Drag the saved sprite into the Paint 
application, A window will open 
containing a single sprite, pc_screen. 

9 From the main Paint menu, select the 
option *Display->Ful! info’. The display 
will now show the size of the sprite in the 
form of ‘xxx by yyy\ This is the X and Y 
resolution for the required PC screen. 
Armed with this information, you 
should now be able to create a suitable 
RISC OS screen mode using the 
Make Modes application, which is avail- 
able through a variety of sources 
including Acorn’s ftp site, vari- 
ous Acorn-related bulletin 
boards and of course, Acorn 
Dealers. 

A Yet more data on 
ftp.acom... 

The Acorn ftp site 
ftp.acom.co.uk has recently had 
yet more data uploaded to it. 
The directory /pub/documents 
/ARM contains copies of a selec- 
tion of ARM chipset datasheets 
by kind permission of ARM Ltd. 
and /pub/documents/circuits 
contains a small (soon to 
expand) collection of digitised 
circuit diagrams for older Acorn 


hardware. The circuit diagrams are curren- 
tly available as compressed sprite format, 
and as GIFs; the files are rather large so 
they can preserve sufficient detail that they 
may be accurately vectorised using an 
automatic outliner at some later dale. If any 
intrepid readers with ftp access would like 
to convert these diagrams into something 
vector- oriented, contact the main Lai ner of 
the circuits area (in /pub/documents 
/circuits/ReodMe) for details. 

In addition, a set of updates to some of 
the tools which comprise part of the 
C/C++ package has been released; this 
upgrade is now available in 
/p u b/ rise os/ re l eases/ Cupda te Lore. This 
update should only be used in conjunction 
with Acorn C/C++ and is covered by the 
same licence conditions. 

For those who do not have ftp access, a 
floppy disc will be made available for an 
administration charge of £5 through 
Aeofn Direct at: Acorn Direct, 13 
Denington Road, Wellingborough, 
Northants NN8 2RL. 

Also available via ftp are two applica- 
tion notes (including example code) 
explaining how to write your own 
Toolbox Object and Gadget modules. 
These are Application Notes 280 and 281, 
and are to be found in /pub/ 
document s/appnotes/2 76 - 2 90/2 80. ps an d 
ftp.acorn.co. uk: /pub/documents/ 
appnote s/27 6 -290/280. arc (replace 280 
with 281 for the other Application Note) 
where files with a .ps extension are 
PostScript files and files with a .arc exten- 
sion are archived plain text files. 

A version of SparkPlug is available for 
dearchiving the .arc files in: i TT 
/pub/ riscos/re leases/dearchive, has . /lu 


Acorn Customer Services 
Acorn Computers Ltd 
Acorn House, Vision Park, 
Histon, Cambridge CB4 4AE 

E - m a i I ! c usto m er. se rv i ce s @aco rn ,co. u k 
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Application notes are available from Acorn's ftp site or via its 
brand new WWW pages. 
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HANDS ON 


RiscPC Computer Systems 

RiscPC offers all the tradiliona! strengths of RISC processing, and a great deal more. It is the world's most cost-effective 32-bit 
RISC based computer, producing astounding graphics and crystal dear sound. It's innovative design provides virtually unlimited 
upgrade capability, expanding as your needs increase. Built around the ARM 610 processor flfscRC pushes computing to the lim- 
its, with it's intuitive operating system, support for up to 256Mb RAM, powerful 32-bit graphics and 16-bit sound system. RiscPC 
allows the use of foreign operating systems via it's unique second processor slot, thus opening up the world of DOS, Windows 
and Unix to name but a few. Access to CD-ROM and networking is also provided, making RiscPC an ideal muitimedia or network 
station.. 


Acorn 


RiscPC 2M HD210 System 



All RiscPC Systems include: 


♦ ARM61G processor running at 30MHz 

♦ RISC OS 3 v3.5 operating system 

♦ 3.5" 1 .6Mb Floppy Disk Drive 

♦ 2, 4 or 6Mb RAM expandable to 256Mb 

♦ 1 Mb or 2Mb Video RAM 

♦ 210Mb or 420Mb IDE hard disk drive 

♦ 8 channel stereo sound 

♦ full 32-bit graphics capabilities 

♦ 2nd processor slot 

♦ 2 or 4 32-bit expansion bus slots 

♦ 5.25" drive bay for CD-ROM drive 

♦ 14" ERA 0.28mm SuperVGA Monitor 

♦ 102- key keyboard u 3 button mouse 

♦ optional CD-ROM drive 

♦ 1-year On-Site Warranty (3-year option) 



♦ 2Mb RAM 

♦ 210Mb IDE Hard Disk Drive 

♦ 1Mb Video RAM 


£1249 


RiscPC 5M HD210 System 


♦ 4Mb RAM 

♦ 210Mb IDE Hard Disk Drive 

♦ 1Mb Video RAM 


£1399 


RiscPC 9M HD420 System 


♦ 8Mb RAM 

♦ 420Mb IDE Hard Disk Drive 

♦ 2Mb Video RAM 


£1699 


RiscPC Learn & Play System 


♦ 2Mb RAM 

♦ 210Mb IDE Hard Disk Drive 

♦ Software bundle - lono English. Number, 
French, Spelling, Junior Essentails. Virtual GoK. Haunied 

E-Type 2. Dungeon & Breafc 147 


£1199 


* Only applies to above systems 


RiscPC Upgrade Options 

| Memory Options 


ARA034Q/U 

upgrade from 2Mb to 4Mb RAM 

£69.00 

ARA035Q/U 

upgrade from 4Mb to 8Mb RAM 

£129.00 

ARAO370/U 

upgrade from 8Mb to 16Mb RAM 

£249.00 

ARA041 0/U 

upgrade from 1Mb to 2Mb VRAM 

£79.00 

Hard Disk Options 


ADA1520/U 

upgrade from 210Mb to 420Mb IDE hard drive 

£89,00 

ADA1530/U 

upgrade from 210Mb to 540Mb IDE hard drive £159.00 

ADA232Q/U 

upgrade from 420Mb to 1Gb SCSI hard drive 

£459.00 

GDA033O 

270Mb Syquest IDE HDD (2 slices req'd) 

£259.00 

Monitor Options 


MKA1640/U 

upgrade 14* to 15" Aries BOOOi monitor 

£89.00 

MKA1670/U 

upgrade 14" to 17 fl Acorn AKF85 monitor 

£379,00 

MKA049O/U 

upgrade 14" to 20" Panasync Pro 

£899 00 

Miscellaneous Options 


AEA1650/U 

upgrade to 486SX-33MHZ PC Card 

£99.00 

AEA189GAJ 

upgrade to 1 6-bit Sound Card 

£55.00 

APAO410/U 

upgrade to Duai Speed 1 CD-ROM drive 

£209,00 

AOA0O2O 

Aries XLfnk 14400 Fax Modem & ArcFax 

£119.00 

AOAO04O 

Aries XLink V34 Fax Modem & ArcFax 

£219 00 

AEA1640 

Additional Case Module Kit 

£99.00 

GUAO230 

3 year Extended On-Site Warranty 

EPOA 

AAA0600 

Learning Curve software pack 

£39.00 

AAA0610 

Home Office soltware pack 

£85,00 

AAA 0730 

Early Years softwre pack 

£39.00 


Multimedia Systems 


RiscPC 5M MPC System 


♦ 4Mb RAM 

♦ 210Mb IDE Hard Disk Drive 

♦ 1Mb Video RAM 

♦ Dual speed CD-ROM Drive 

♦ Hi-Fi Stereo Speakers 

♦ CD Software Bundle 


£1699 


RiscPC 5M MPC System 486 


♦ 4Mb RAM ♦ 1 Mb Video RAM 

♦ 210Mb IDE Hard Disk Drive 

♦ Dual speed CD-ROM Drive 

♦ Hi-Fi Stereo Speakers 

♦ 466 PC Card with DOS/Windows 

♦ MS En carta. Golf, Works, Money, Dangerous 
Creatures & Scenes 


£1799 


RiscPC 9M MFC System 


♦ 9Mb RAM 

♦ 420Mb IDE Hard Disk Drive 

♦ 1Mb Video RAM 

♦ Dual speed CD-ROM Drive 

♦ Hi-Fi Stereo Speakers 

♦ CD Software Bundle 


cl 999 


RiscPC 9M MPC System 486 


♦ 8Mb RAM ♦1Mb Video RAM 

♦ 420Mb IDE Hard Disk Drive 

♦ Dual speed CD-ROM Drive 

♦ Hi-Fi Stereo Speakers 

♦ 486 PC Card with DOS/Windows 

♦ MS Encarta, Golf, Works, Money, Dangerous 
Creatures & Scenes 


£2099 


Publishing Systems 


RiscPC 5M DTP System 


♦ 4Mb RAM 

♦ 210Mb IDE Hard Disk Drive 

♦ 2Mb Video RAM 


£1539 


One of the main uses of the RiscPC is Desktop Publishing. Utilising 
the immense processing power and high quality graphics, you will be 
able to produce professionai quality documents in no time at all. 

All systems include: 

♦ RiscPC system with 14" monitor 

♦ 2Mb Video RAM 

♦ Impression Publisher DTP software 

♦ Photodesk image processing/p hoto retouching software 


CD Software Bundle 

♦ Acorn Replay Video Collection CD vol t 

♦ Illustrated Shertock Holmes 

♦ Illustrated Works of Shakespeare 

♦ Kingfisher Children's Micropedia 

♦ Pro Artisan v2 CD 



RiscPC 9M DTP System 


♦ 6Mb RAM 

♦ 420Mb IDE Hard Disk Drive 

♦ 2Mb Video RAM , 

♦ Impression Publisher 

♦ Photodesk 


£1799 



Canon IX-4015 Colour Flatbed Scanner 

The JX-4015 is a compact A4 flatbed scanner offering full 24-bit colour scanning up to a 
maximum resolution of 400 x 800 dpi. The scanner can also be used in 256 grey scale 
mode, up to 400 x 1200 dpi. The scanner comes complete with 16-bit SCSI interface, 
cables, and Twain drivers 


Offer Price (when purchased with DTP system) 


£599 

























Acorn 32-bit RISC Computer Systems 




The entry level range of 32-bit RISC based computer systems, 
ideal tor home, education or small business applications. 

The A3010 is aimed at home use, with its built-in TV modulator, 
it will connect to a standard colour TV. 

The A302Q is the standard education model, ideal as a network 
workstation or for stand-alone use with built-in hard drive. 

The A4000 is designed for home and small business use, com- 
ing with a 210Mb hard drive and choice of monitor. 

The A4 Notebook is for those who need a RISC OS machine on 
the move. Supplied with 4Mb RAM, hard disk and mouse, 

"FREE CD-ROM Drive offer available until end June 1995 


System 

No Monitor 

AKF52 

AKF50 

A3010 1 M Action Pack 

£229 

- 

- 

A3010 2M Learning Curve 

£299 

£499 

£569 

A3010 2M Early Years 

£299 

£499 

£569 

A3020 2M FD 

- 

£589 

£629 

A3020 2M HD80 

- 

£729 

£769 

A4000 2M HD210 

- 

£819 

£899 

A4000 2M Learning Curve 

- 

£869 

£939 

A4000 2M Early Years 

- 

£869 

£939 

A4000 2M Home Office 

- 

£909 

£979 

A4 4M HD Notebook 

£1269 

- 

- 


CD-ROM & Multimedia 


Cumarta CD-ROM Drives 


CD-ROM Software 


All Cumana CD-ROM drives are supplied with all 
connecting cables, driver software and interfaces 
where necessary. 


Some titles require additional software to run under RISC OS. 
These are marked as follows: 

EB - Electronic Books : PaperOut software required 
PD - PDSView software required 



* PDSView 

* PaperOut - Electronic Book player 


£99 

£49 


Art, Graphics & Design 

• Artworks vl .5 

• Artworks Clipart CD vt 

• Artworks Clipart CD v2 

• Art in the Malional Curriculum 

• Pro Artisan v2 


£129 

£19 

£19 

£75 

£136 


Space & Astronomy 

• Spa.ce Encyclopaedia 

• Space Science Sampler {PD) 

• Voyager Spacecraft (PD) 


£34 

£40 

£200 


Oscar CD-ROM Drive 

A low cost drive which connects to the parallel 
port of an A3010,A3D20,A4000 or A5000. 

♦ Oscar CD-ROM Drive - Parallel Port El 99 


Bravo CD-ROM Drive 
A range of low cost high performance drives 
which have a built-in audio mixer. 


English & Literature 

• Goldilocks 

• Granny's Garden 

• Rluslrated Works of Shakespeare 

• Karaoke Macbeth 

• Kerat&e Midsummer Nighi's Dream 

• Living Poetry 

• Listen & Read (EB) 

• Oxford Reading Tree Talking Stories 

• Sherlock Holmes 

• Sheraton Naughty Slories 


£39 

£30 


£49 

£49 

£49 

£39 


Educational Resources 

• Acorn Video Coltedkifi Disc 1 

• Bitfoiio 5 ■ clipart images 

• Horizon Report 

• Phoiobase: 1920’s 

• Pholobase: 1 930's 

• Pholobase: 1940's 

• Photobase: 1950's 

• Pholobase; 1960's 

• Photobase: Landscapes 

• Seimec Treasure Chest 

• SSEflC Graphics Collection 


£23 

£79 


♦ Bravo CD-ROM Drive - Parallel Port £249 

♦ Bravo CD-ROM Drive - A300/A400/A5000 £249 

♦ Bravo CD-ROM Drive - A3000/A4000 £249 

♦ Bravo CD-ROM Drive - EMU £249 


Victor CD-ROM Drive 

A SCSI based CD-ROM drive system fof those 
who require improved performance over the 
SLCD type. 

♦ Victor CXX402A CD-ROM Drive - SCSI £2S9 


Indigo CD-ROM Drive 

A range of internal fitting CD-ROM drives for use 
with the RiscPC computer system, 

♦ GAAOOOi CD-ROM Drive - IDE £1 39 

♦ CAASOQiA CD-ROM Drive - IDE £219 

♦ CAA40 1 C D-ROM Drive - SCS I £1 89 


• British Birds 

• Creepy Craw lies 

• Counties of Great Britain 

• Countries of Ihe World 

• Dictionary of the Living World 

• Earth Guide {EB) 

• Environment: Land & Air 

• Environment: Water 

• Environment Climate Change 

• Environment Dwindling Resources 

• Environment: Conservation 

• Garden Wildlife 

• Langdale Primary. 

• Map Ski Its 

• Seahore Life 

• The Physical World 

• Usbome Exploring Nature 

• The World's Weaiher 


£150 

£49 

£39 


£97 

£97 

£34 

£34 

£34 


Diction arias & Encyclopaedia 

• ISIhCenlury Biographies 

• CIA World Fact Book (EB) 

• Oxford English Dictionary (E8) 

• Hutchinson Gallup Info (EB) 

• HulcNnson Guide to Ihe World (EB) 

• Hutchinson Encyclopaedia 

• Kingfisher ChiWten's Microp&da 

• Ti mes & Sunday Ti mes f 

• Times & Sunday Timas Sampler 

• Tefckie CD - Aram PfHf's on CD 


Pocketbook 


The truly portable computer. With built-in word processor, 
spreadsheet, database, spelling checker and calculator, it pro- 
vides all the basic tools for recording ideas, notes & data. 


♦ Pocket Book II 256K Computer 

♦ Pocket Book II 512 K Computer 


£219 

£269 


Pocket Book Accessories 

♦ A-Link £40 

♦ Parallel Link £25 

♦ MAC Link £65 

♦ PC Serial Link £59 

♦ Leather Case £21 

♦ Schedule £16 

4 Schedule Class Pk £160 


♦ Plotter 

♦ Plotter Class Pack 

♦ 128K RAM Disk 

♦ 256 K Flash Disk 

♦ 512K Flash Disk 

♦ GPL Editor 

♦ Mains Adaptor 


□©; 


Modems 


Speakers & Accessories 



> Casltss 

•Changing Times 

• Frontier 2000 

• Industrial Revolution 

• Medieval Realms 

• Pholobase: Victorians 

• Picturebase: Victorian Britain 

• World War Ik Global Conflicl 

• World War II: Sources & Analysis 
•World of the Vikings 


• Directions 2000: French 

• En Mardia: Spanish 


• Cars - Maths in Motion 

• Number Games 

• Perspectives 

• Picture Gallery 

•Who Stole the Decimal Point? 


♦ Aries Stereo Speakers £6 

♦ Aries H i -Fi Stereo Speakers - TOW £ 1 9 

♦ Aries Hi-Fi Pro Stereo Speakers - 25 W £23 

♦ Aries Digital Stereo Speakers - 25 W £39 

♦ Arles Digital Plus Stereo Speakers - 70W £48 

♦ Aries Microphone £4,50 

♦ Aries Stereo Headphones £4.50 


3 ctonc 9 A Technology 

•Chemistry Set 

• Science S Technology Library (EB) 

• Collins Electronic Food Fife (EB) 

• Sconce: Elements 

• Science: Materials 

• Inventors & Inventions 

• Photobase: Science 

• Understanding tha Body 

• Understanding Energy 


Watford Eli 


letronica 

Mail nrHer ft RhnwrAnm- . Iacca VfmrRP 1 Fimwav Dallnw Road Luton LU1 1TR 



Enter the realm of high speed communications with the new 
Aries XLink range of fax modems. Two versions are available - 
standard 14400bps V32bis or high speed 28800bps V34 model. 
Error correction and data compression are standard on all mod- 
els, so faxing and data transmission overseas will not cost the 
earth. 


When used with ArcFax software, you can send a fax directly 
from your RISC OS desktop, as easily as printing a document. 

♦ 14400bps V32bis or28S00bps ir V34 data transmission speed 

♦ V32, V32bis, V22. V22bis and V21 

♦ Error correction to MNP2-5 and V42 standards 

♦ Data compression to MNP5 and V42 standards 

♦ Call back security 

♦ Synchronous & Asynchronous operation 

♦ Group 3, Class f & II Fax at up to 14400bps (VI 7) 

♦ Group 1 and 2 Fax compatible (V27ter and V29) 

♦ 1 09% Hayes compatible 

♦ 3 year manufacturers warranty 

♦ BABT approved 


♦ Aries XLink XL144e Fax Modem £89 

♦ Aries XLink XL144e Fax Modem & ArcFax software £11 9 

♦ Aries XLink XL28&e Fax Modem £185 

♦ Aries XLink XL288e Fax Modem & ArcFax software £21 5 

♦ note zeeoobps speeds only available when used with a RiscPC 


SALES HOTLINE 

01 582 745555 


-Prtoes enfflute carraoi & VftT $ 17.5% I 
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Flatbed Scanners 


Canon IX-4015 Scanner 


Canon 




The IX-4015 is a 
compact A4 flatbed 
scanner offering full 24-bit 
colour scanning up to a max 
resolution of 400 x 800 dpi, The 
scanner will also scan 256 grey scale images with 
a max resolution of 400 x 1200 dpi. 


♦ 400 x 600 dpi resolution in colour 

♦ 400 x 1200 dpi resolution in monochrome 

♦ Connection via SCSI interface (not included) 

♦ ImageMaster scanning software 

♦ TWAIN driver software 


HP ScanJet 3C Scanner 


The ScanJet 3C is an A4 flatbed scanner capable 
of producing full 24-bit colour scans at a maximum 
resolution of up to 1600 dpi. 

♦ 400 x 400 optical resoluton 

♦ 24-bit colour and grey scale modes 

♦ A4 scanning area (216 x 297mm) 

♦ Connection via SCSI interface 

♦ ImageMaster scanning software 

♦ ■TWAIN drivers 


£699 


£569 


♦ Auto Document feeder - ScanJet 3C £365 

♦ Transparency Adapter - ScanJet 3C £499 

SCSI Interfaces 

♦ 1 6-bit SCSI Interface (A300/A400) £89 

♦ 32-bit SCSI-2 interface for RiscPC £159 

♦ SCSI-2 interface Cable £20 


♦ Auto Document Feeder - IX-4015 £249 


Software 

♦ upgrade to Spscetech Pbotodesk 

♦ Sleuth OCR software 


software £119 
£40 


Aries Monitors 


EnergyPro 14" LR I Alphascan Pro LR 


♦ 14” hr-res 0.26mm dot pitch tube ♦ 14” hi- res 0.28mm dot pitch tube 

♦ Lew Radiation MPRII standard ♦ Low Radiation MPRII standard 

♦ 800 x 600 resolution ♦ 1 280 x 1 024 @60Hz 

♦ Tilt and swivel base ♦ 1024 x 768 @72Hz 

♦ Horiz frequency - 29KHz to 70KHz ♦ Horiz frequency - 29KHz to 70KHZ 


£159 


199 


15" EnergyPro 60OOi I 17" EnergyPro 7560 e 


♦ 1 5" hi-reso 0.28mm dot pitch tube 

♦ Low Radiation MPRII standard 

♦ ERA Energy Star compliant 

♦ 1260X 1024 @ 60Hz 

♦ Horiz frequency - 29KHz to 70KHZ 


♦ 15" hi-reso 0.28mm dot pitch tube 

♦ Low Radiation MPRII standard 

♦ ERA Energy Star compliant 

♦ 1280 x 1024 @ 60Hz 

♦ Horiz frequency - 29KHz to 70KHz 


£239 


£419 


Hard Drives 


Networking 


A300/A40Q IDE Hard Drive Upgrades 

Complete with drive, interface, 
mounting kit, cables and software. 

♦ ADA0580 365Mb 11ms £179 

♦ ADA2030 420Mb 11ms £199 

♦ ADA221G 540Mb 12ms £219 

ASOQQ/RiscPC IDE Hard Drive Upgrades 

For use as replacement of existing drive. 

♦ ADA0880 365Mb 

♦ ADA206Q 420Mb 

♦ ADA2220 540Mb 

♦ 2nd Drive Accessory Kit 


IDE Interfaces & Accessories 

♦ 8-bit IDE interface for A30GG/A301Q £59 

♦ 1 6-bit I D E I nterface for A30Q/A400 £39 

♦ Dual IDE Interface Cable £9 


A300G/A3010 Internal IDE Hard Drives 

Complete with drive, interface and software. 

♦ ADA2360 1 70Mb 13ms £199 

♦ ADA2Q90 340Mb 11ms £299 

♦ ADA2200 510Mb 11ms £399 

A300/A40G SCSI Hard Drive Upgrades 

Complete with 16-bit interface, drive, 
cables and mounting kit. 


Acorn Ethernet Network Interface Cards 

♦ Acorn Ethernet Card - A5000 £1 49 

♦ Acorn Ethernet Interface - RiscPC £99 

Access* Peer-to-Peer Networking 
Simple, easy to use networking system 
allows you to share hard disks, CD-ROM 
and printers. Using industry standard 
Ethernet cabling, you have a flexible system 
that can grow as your requirements do. 

♦ Access* for A3QQG £1 29 



Ethernet Hubs 

♦ Aries EH-S Sport Ethernet Hub 

♦ Aries EH-1 6 16port Eriiemet Hub 

♦ Aries EH-32 32port Ethernet Hub 

Ethernet Cabling 

Cable Length Thinnet 

♦ 3m £5 

♦ 5m £6 

♦ 10m £8 

♦ 20m £15 


11ms 

Urns 

£119 

£149 

♦ ADA2300 

♦ ADA2310 

365Mb 

540Mb 

12ms 

11ms 

£249 

£299 

♦ Access* tor A302Q/A4QQQ 

♦ Access* for A5000 

£129 

£129 

Connectors and Accessories 


11ms 

£399 

♦ ADA2320 

1.0Gb 

Sms 

£499 

♦ Access* for RiscPC 

£95 

♦ BNC 50ohm Terminator 

£0.95 

Kit 

£10 

♦ ADA2330 

2.0Gb 

10ms 

£849 

♦ Access+ CD Share software 

£95 

♦ BNC T-connector 

♦ BNC In-line coupler 

£1.75 

£1.75 


SCSI Interfaces Si Accessories 

♦ 16-bit SCSI Interface - A300/A400 £89 

♦ 32-bit SCSI It Interface RiscPC £159 

♦ Dual SCSI Interface Cable - ribbon £9 

♦ SCSI Interface Cable - round £15 


i-Cubed Ethernet Network Interface Cards 

♦ EtherLAN 1 02 BNC/TP - A3000 £1 25 

♦ EtherLAN 200 BNC - A302Q/A40QQ £1 35 

♦ EtherLAN 201 TP - A3G20/A4000 £1 35 

♦ El herLAN 502 B N C/TP - A5G00 £ 1 25 

♦ EtherLAN6G2 BNC/TP - RiscPC £105 


Networking Software 

♦ Level 4 Preserver Release 3 £359 

♦ TCP/IP Protocol Suite - single user £99 

♦ OmniCiient £235 

♦ InterTalk £75 


Upgrades & Accessories 


RISC OS Upgrades 

N 

Ultimate Expansion 

■ 

PC Cards 

■ 

Concept Keyboards 


♦ Software Upgrade - all machines £74 

♦ Carrier Board - A300/A440 machines £21 

♦ Software Upgrade - Bulk 1 0 Pack £319 


Memory Upgrades 


Model 

2Mb 

4Mb 

8Mb 

♦ A3000 

£49 

£119 

- 

♦ A3010 

£59 

£139 

- 

♦ A3020/A4000 - 

£89 

- 

♦ A5000 

- 

£79 

£269 

♦ A540/R260 

- 

£249 

- 

RiscPC Additional RAM Modules 


♦ 2Mb 

£79 

♦ 4Mb 

£105 

♦ 8Mb 

£225 

♦ 16Mb 

£345 

♦ 32Mb ! 

EPOA 

♦ 64Mb 

£FOA 

♦ 1Mb VRAM 

£89 

♦ 2Mb VRAM 

£159 


Graphics/Sound Cards 


♦ Acorn RiscPC 16-bit Sound Card £59 

♦ CC ColourCard Geld - A300/A40Q £239 

♦ CC Eagle M2 Mu Hi media Card £319 

♦ CC Hawk V9 M K2 Digitiser £ 1 69 

♦ CC Chroma 500 Gen took Card £419 

♦ CC Chroma 150 PAL Encoder £169 

♦ CC Chroma Genlock Card £209 

♦ CC TV Tuner £89 

♦ CC TV Tuner & Teletext £1 59 

♦ CC Movie Magic MPEG Card £249 

♦ CC SeanLight Video 256 £199 

♦ CC SeanLight 256 - A3QOO Internal £189 

♦ HCCS Vision24 254 line Digitiser £99 

♦ HCCS Vision24 508 line Digitiser £149 

♦ WE Scan256 handscanner - A5O0O £115 

♦ WE Scan256 handscanner - A3000 £125 

♦ WE A4 Mono Scaner & Feeder £199 

♦ WE Multiscan VIDC Enhancer £10 

♦ WE Super VG A VI D C Enhancer £1 5 


Increase the expansion possibilities of your 
Acorn computer with the Ultimate Expan- 
sion system, in its simplest form It is a 
standard internal podule with built in user 
port and also space fora 2.5'’ IDE hard 
disk drive. Up to 3 micro podule slots are 
provided for other uses such as analogue 
port, video digitiser or even SCSI interface, 

♦ Ultimate Expansion Interface £39 

♦ Ultimate Expansion Interface & IDE £99 

♦ Ultimate Expansion with 170Mb drive £249 

♦ Ultimate Expansion with 340Mb drive £299 

Micro Podules for intimate Expansion 

♦ SCSI Interface £69 

♦ Vision24 Colour Digitiser £99 

♦ SeanLight 256 handscanner £229 

♦ MIDI Interface £49 

♦ Analogue Interface £29 


I/O Cards 


♦ A30G0 I/O Card - User/Anafogue £25 

♦ A3000 User Rori/MIDI Card £44 

♦ A300/A400 I/O Card - User/Analogue £29 


Miscellaneous Add-Ons 


♦ A3 00 4 way Backplane 

♦ A300/A40G Fan 

♦ A3000 Serial Pori Upgrade 

♦ ARC to BBC Serial Transfer Link 

♦ MEMC1A Upgrade Kit 

♦ Floating Point Accelerator - A500G 

♦ A4 Notebook Battery Pack 

♦ 25MHz ARM3 Turbo Card 1 

♦ Sportster 14.4 Modem & Arc Fax i 

♦ Sportster 28,8 Modem & ArcFax 3 

♦ DataSafe 120Mb Portable Tape Drive I 


♦ 486 25 MHz 0Mb PC Card - A5000 £339 

♦ 486 50MHz 0Mb PC Card - A5000 £399 

♦ 4Mb RAM module £125 

♦ 8Mb RAM module £249 

♦ 1 6Mb RAM module £399 

♦ MS-DOS 6.2 & Wi ndows 3.11 £89 

RiscPC 486 PC Card 

Add PC functionality to your RiscPC with 
the 486SX-33 2nd processor card 


♦ A4 2010 Concept Keyboard £99 

♦ A3 2010 Concept Keyboard £109 

♦ 201 0 BBC User Port Cable £1 2 

♦ 201 0 Archimedes Serial Cable £1 2 

♦ ARC Concept Keyboard Design S/W £20 


199 


Accessories 


Duatcovers & Carry Cases 

♦ A3000 Keyboard cover £5 

♦ A300Q Keyboard & Monitor cover £9 

♦ A3Q0/A400 M icro & M onito r cove r £9 

♦ A5000 Micro & Monitor cover £9 

♦ 14" Monitor cover £6 

♦ A3000/A3010 Carry Case £10 

♦ A4 Notebook Carry Case £35 

Mkss 4 Joysticks 

♦ Archimedes MK4 Mouse £24 

♦ Acorn Logitech Mouse £27 

♦ Quest Trace rball £20 

♦ Power Pad Single Joy pad £25 

♦ PowerPad Dual Joypad £34 

Miscellaneous Accessories 

♦ A3000 Monitor Stand £15 

♦ A30G0 External Podule Case £10 

♦ ARC Keyboard Extension Cable £5 

♦ ARC Mouse Port Splitter £5 

We stock the complete range ot spare 
parts call tor prices and availability. 


Multiscan Monitors 


♦ Acorn AKF52 -14" 

♦ Acorn AKF50 - 14 n 

♦ Acorn AKF60 - 14” 

♦ Acorn AKF85 - 17” 

♦ Panasonic TX-D1732 - 17" 

♦ Panasonic TX-D2 131 -21" 

♦ Sony CPD-15SF1 - 15" 

♦ Sony GDM-17SE1 - 17" 

♦ Sony GDM-20SE1 -20" 

♦ Taxan EV400 LR - 14™ 

♦ Taxan Ergovision 580 LR - 15* 

♦ Taxan Ergovision 880 LR - 17" 

♦ Taxan Ergovision 2100 LR - 21” 


£219 

£279 

£299 

£599 

£479 

£1359 

£287 

£819 

£1425 

£190 

£275 

£520 

£1530 


Diskettes 


Excel Diskettes - Lifetime Guarantee 

♦ Excel 3 . 5" DSDD Diskettes - 1 0pk £6 

♦ Excel 3, 5" D SH D Diskettes - 1 0pk £7 

♦ Excel 3.5" DSHD Diskettes - 50pk £22 

3M/Verbatim Diskettes 

♦ 3.5” DS DD D is kettes - 1 0pk £6 

♦ 3 ,5” DSHD D isketles - 1 Qpk £7 

♦ 5.25* DSDD SOT Diskettes - lOpk £7 

♦ 5.25” DSHD Diskettes - IGpk £1 0 


Educational Discounts 

available on some products to Schools, 
Colleges & Universities 
Call 01582 745555 for details 


«ai ce unn iuc 
































Printers 


Laser Printers 


• Brother HL630 

6 ppm 

£324 

* Brother HL660 

6 ppm 

£464 

♦ Canon LBP43QW 

4ppm 

£363 

* Canon LB Pi 260 

12ppm 

£909 

4 Epson EFL-300G* 

4ppm 

£389 

* Epson EPL-5200* 

5ppm 

£471 

♦ HP Laserjet 4L 

4ppm 

£355 

♦ HP Laserjet 5P 

5ppm 

£587 

+ HP Laserjet 4 Plus 

I2ppm 

£938 

* HP Laserjet 4V - A3 

1 6ppm 

£1368 

* HP Laserjet Colour ' 

2 ppm 

£4199 

* OK I OL-400ex 

4ppm 

£289 

* OKI 0L-4l0ex 

4ppm 

£399 

* Panasonic KX-P44Q1 

4ppm 

£330 

+ Panasonic KX-P4410" 

5ppm 

£318 

+ Panasonic KX-P4430" 

Sppm 

£479 

4 Panasonic KX-P4440* 1 

lOppm 

£679 


All printers are covered by 12 months 
RETURN TO BASE warranty unless staled 
differently as below: 

“ = 12 monlhs On-Site Warranty 
** = 2 years On-Site Warranty 


inkjet Printers j 

4 Canon BJ200ex 

8 Qcol 

£170 

* Canon BJ3G 

SOcol 

£153 

* Canon BJ230 

132ool 

£247 

# Canon BJ3Q0 

80ool 

£364 

4 Canon BJ330 

132col 

£404 

* Canon BJC4000 Colour 

BOool 

£232 

* Canon BJC6Q0e Colour 

SOcol 

£344 

4 Canon BJC70 Colour 

SOcol 

£225 

* Canon BJC 8 QG Colour 

132col 

£1065 

4 Cilizen Projectile 

80doI 

£198 

* Epson Stylus Colour 

aoooi 

£350 

► Epson SQ870 

SOcol 

£453 

» Epson SQ11 70 

132coI 

£609 

► HP DeskJet 320 

SOcol 

£164 

► HP DeskJet 320 & CSF 

80ool 

£180 

► HP DeskJet 540 

SOcol 

£209 

► HP DeskJet 660 Colour 

SOool 

£294 

► HP DeskJet 850 Colour 

SOcol 

£387 

► HP DeskJet 1600 Colour 

BOcd 

£834 

► HP PaintJet XL300 - A4 

80col 

£1599 

► HP PaintJet XL300 - A3 

132odI 

£1769 

► Star SJ144 

SOcol 

£285 


24pin Matrix Printers 


► Citizen ABC 

SOcol 

£103 

4 Citizen ABC Colour 

SOcol 

£125 

* Citizen Swift 24QX 

132col 

£219 

► Epson LQ100 

BOcol 

£99 

* Epson LQ150 

SOcol 

£112 

► Epson LQ1 50 Cotour 

80col 

£158 

* Epson LQ570+ 

BOcol 

£217 

• Epson LG1G7G+ 

132col 

£303 

• Epson LQ117G 

132col 

£441 

► Epson DLQ30G0 Colour 

132ml 

£672 

► Pansonic KX-P2023 

80col 

£108 

► Pansonic KX-P2135CoJ. 

SOcol 

£124 

► Pansonic KX-P2124 

SOool 

£198 

► Pansonic KX-P3626 

132coJ 

£252 

► Star LC24-15 11 

132col 

£232 

► Star LC24-300 

80cel 

£188 

► Star LC240 

80col 

£92 

► Star LC240 Colour 

eocoi 

£103 

► Star XB24-2Q0 Colour 

80 col 

£829 

► Star XB24-250 Colour 

132col 

£395 


LUTON SHOWROOM 

Finway. Dallow Road, Luton, Beds. 

Tel: 01582 74 55 55 

WATFORD SHOWROOM 

250 Lower High Street, Watford, Herts. 

Tel: 01923 23 77 74 


9pin Matrix Printers 


♦ Citizen Swift 90 

80cd 

£114 

4 Citizen Swift 90 Colour 

BOcol 

£121 

+ Citizen Swift 120D+ Parallel 

SOcol 

£90 

4 Citizen Swift 12GD+ Serial 

BOcol 

£105 

4 Epson LX300 

SOcol 

£98 

4 Epson FX870 

SOcol 

£245 

* Epson FX117G 

132col 

£304 

* Epson DFX5000+ 

132col 

£1188 

+ Panasonic KX-P1150 

SOcol 

£259 

* Panasonic KX-P3696 

132col 

£259 

4 Star LC15 

BOori 

£177 

4 Star LC1 00 Colour 

l32col 

£89 

* Star LC90 

80col 

£89 

+ Star ZA200 Colour 

BOcol 

£255 

* Star ZA250 Colour 

SOcol 

£315 


Printer Accessories 


Memory Upgrades 

I 

Ribbons/Ink Cartridges 

! 

On-Site Warranties 

r 

Printer Sharers 


Type 

1M 

2 M 

4M 

4 Canon LBP-4+- 

£139 

- 

- 

4 Canon L8P-8 IV 

£129 

- 

£299 

4 EPL 41 00/4300 

£62 

- 

- 

4 EPL 5200/5600 

- 

- 

£199 

* Epson 5200/5600 

£58 

£115 

£215 

4 HP jll/ll IP/11 ID 

£59 

£95 

£150 

* HP IF/I ID 

£65 

£95 

- 

4 HP 4L/4ML 

£65 

- 

- 

4 HP 4/4M/4P 

- 

£84 

- 

4 HP 4/4M/4P/4V 

£75 

£85 

£125 

* KXP441 0/4430 

£89 

£129 

- 

* KXP4420/4450I 

£89 

£109 

£165 

+ KXP4400/5400 

£75 

£109 

£175 

* Pan 4420/4450 

£75 

£115 

£135 

# Pan 4410/4430 

£129 

£199 

- 

* Pan 4400/5400 

£89 

£139 

£229 

♦ OKI OL40Qex 

£99 

£118 

- 

• HP DeskJet 500 256K RAM 


£75 

* Panasonic 32K Buffer 

- Matrix range 

£16 

Laser Consumables 

Type 

Toner 

Drum 

Dev 

♦ Brother HL630 

£20 

£99 

- 

4 Canon/Star 4s 

£46 

_ 

- 

+ Canon LB P-8 IV 

£70 

- 

— 

4 Epson 4100/4300 

£75 

£89 

- 

4 Epson 5200 

£85 

- 

— 

* HP ill/ll ID 

£47 

— 

— 

* HP IfP/IIIP 

£46 

- 

- 

* HP 4/4M 

£72 

- 

* 

• HP 4U4ML/4P/4MP 

£49 

- 

- 

• QKJ OL-400/800 

£19 

£189 

- 

• OKI OL-400ex 

£17 

£129 

- 

• Pan 4410/4430 

£29 

£80 

£90 

* pan 4440 

£32 

£108 

£115 

• Pan 4420 

£24 

£60 

£55 

* Pan 4450//51/55 

£18 

£75 

£60 

• Pan 4400/5400 

£12 

£69 

- 

Sheet Feeders 

• Canon BJIOex/BJICsx 


£40 

• Canon BJ300 

Std: £66 

2nd: £86 

• Canon BJ330 

Std: £96 

2nd: £96 

4 Citizen Swift 200/240 



£75 

♦ Epson LQ57Q/LQ870 Std: £47 

Hi: £139 

* Epson LQ107Q/1170 

Std: £89 

Hi: £207 

4 HP DeskJet 320 



£48 

4 Panasonic 1170/1180/1123 


£59 

♦ Panasonic 1124/2124 



£79 

4 Panasonic 1624/2624 



£128 

* Panasonic 2135/1 1 50 



£30 

♦ Star LC1G0 



£69 

* Star LC24-20 



£69 

♦ Star LC200/LC24-200 



£69 

Tractor Feeders 

* Epson LQ100/150 



£29 

♦ Epson 1X300 



£18 

4 Epson LQ570 PuJE 



£39 

♦ Epson FX/LQ870 



£45 

4 Epson FX/LQ1 1 70 



£65 

Colour Kits 


• Citizen Swift 24/200/240 

• Citizen ABC 

• Epson UC30CVLQ300 

• HP DeskJet 320/540 

• Panasonic 21 80/2 123/2 124 


£36 

£22 

£33 

m 

£32 


(Manufacturers Original 

Ribbons 

Only) 

Type 

Black 

Colour 

4 Canon BJIOex/sx 

£14 

- 

♦ Canon BJ30 

£10 

- 

• Canon BJ200/BJ230 

£16 


4 Canon BJ3O0/BJ330 . 

* Canon BJC7G 

£11 

- 

£9 

£14 

4 Canon BJC4000 

£8 

£13 

• Canon BJC60Q 

£7 

£8 

• Canon BJC80Q/820 

£16 

£22 

• Citizen 12QD+ 

£4 

- 

* Citizen Swift 200/240 

£4 

£12 

• Citizen Swift 24X 

£8 

£18 

• Epson LX4QQ/850/FX870 

£4 

- 

• Epson LX100 

£4 

- 

• Epson LQ10Q 

£5 

- 

• Epson LQ150 

£4 

£12 

* Epson LQ570/870 

£5 

- 

• Epson LQ1070/1170 

£8 

- 

• Epson Stylus 800/1 000 

£10 

- 

• Epson Stylus Colour 

£12 

£27 

♦ Epson SQ870/SQ1170 

£23 

- 

• Fujilsu BHXVB20Q 

£18 

- 

♦ HP DeskJet 500 Series 

£19 

£21 

4 HP DeskJet 660 

£20 

£23 

♦ HP DeskJet 850 

£22 

£23 

* HP DeskJet 310/320 

£13 

£21 

• HP DeskJet 1200 

£19 

£21 

* HP PaintJet XL300 

£16 

£16 

♦ Kaga/Taxan 810/815 

£5 


• Pan 1170/1180/1150 

£7 

- 

• Pan 1120/1124 

£7 

- 

• Pan 2180/2123/2124/2135 

£7 

£14 

* Pan 1624/262 4 

£8 

- 

• Pan 3626/3696 

£11 

- 

• Star LC 10/20/1 00 

£5 

£9 

• Star LC2Q0 

£5 

£11 

• Star LC24-20/24-20C/240 

£5 

£12 

* Star LC24-30 

£8 

£12 

♦ Slar ZA/XB24-200/ZA250 

£5 

£12 

* Slar SJ48 

£16 

- 

♦ Star SJ144 

£5 

£8 


Miscellaneous 


* Canoe BJ1 Gsx Battery Pack £33 

* Epson OK Serial interface £29 

* Epson 8K Soria! interface £75 

* Epson 32K Serial Interface £95 

* HP DeskJet 500 FX Emulation Cart £49 

* HP DeskJet 500 Dustcover £6 

* HP DeskJet 1 BM Equation Cart £57 

* HP DeskJet 320 Battery Pack £33 

* HP DeskJet 320 Parailel Cable £12 

* HP DeskJet 1 200 PostScript SIMM £499 

* HP DeskJet Prestige Elite Font Cart £55 

* HP DeskJet Letter Gothic Font Cart £55 

* HP LaserJet I II P Lower Cassette £115 

* HP LaserJet 4 Lower Cassette £205 

* HP LaserJet 4Si Duplex U nit £475 

* HP LaserJet Font Cartridges from £45 

* HP LaserJet FX/1BM Emulation cart £79 

* HP LaserJet 4P A5 Paper Feeder £S5 

* HP LaserJet 4 Envelope Feeder £199 

* Panasonic KX-P442Q Ozone Fitter £9 

* Panasonic KX-P4450 Ozone Fitter £20 

+ Panasonic Serial Interface £49 

* Slar 8 K Serial Interface - LC range £52 

* Star BK Serial Interface XB/ZA £39 

* Dustcover for 80 column printers £6 

* Dustcover for 1 32 column printers £1 0 

* SO column Perspex Printer Stand £12 

* 1 32 coiumn Perspex Printer Stand £18 


Model 

1 year 

3 year 

Manual Printer Sharers 



• Brolher LH63Q/631/66Q 

£34 

- 

Connects 

Serial 

Parallel 

♦ HP Mono DeskJets 

£32 

£40 

♦ 2 in /1 out 

£12 

£13 

• HP Colour DeskJets 

£45 

£85 

♦ 2 in/ 2 out 

£28 

£29 

* HP LaserJet 4U4P 

£78 

£100 

♦ 3in/1out 

£15 

£17 

• HP LaserJet 4+4M+- 

£135 

£185 

♦ 4ln/1out 

£24 

£26 

• HP LaserJet 4V/4MV 

£425 

£485 

• 5ln/1out 

£27 

£28 


Ink Refill Packs 


* Canon BJ 1 Qsx & BJ20Q/230 2 pack £1 2 

• Carton BJ30Q/BJ33Q 2 pack £12 

• HP DeskJets Hi-Capacity 2 pack £24 

♦ HP DeskJets Hi-Capacity 5 pack £35 

♦ HP DeskJet Colur Refill £49 


Compatible Ink Cartridges 


♦ Black Cartridge for Canon BJCBOO £1 0 

♦ Colour Cartridge for Canon BJC800 £12 
4 Black Cartridge for Canon BJC600 £25 
4 Colour Cartridge for Canon BJC600 £26 

* Black Cartridge for Epson Stylus CoL POA 

* Colour Cartridge for Epson StyFus CoL POA 


Paper & Labels 


A4 Cut Sheet Paper - 500 sheets 

♦ A4 9Qg Laser,' Inkjet Paper 

* A4 80g Laser/Copier Paper 
+ A4 BOg Coloured Paper 


Inkjet Paper & Transparencies 

+ Canon BJC A4 Transparency (50) 

* Canon BJC A4 Paper (50) 

* Canon BJC8QQ A3 Paper (50) 

* Epson Stylus 360dpi A4 Paper (50) 
» Epson Stylus 720dpi A4 Paper (50) 

* Epson Stylus A4 Transparency (50) 

* HP DeskJet Glossy A4 Paper (50) 

* HP DeskJet A4 Transparency (50) 

* HP DeskJet A4 Paper (200) 

* image* A4 Glossy Paper (50) 

* Image* 90g A4 Paper (200) 

* Images IQOg A4 Paper (200) 

* Images 120g A4 Paper (200) 

* Image* A4 Transparency (50) 

Fanfold Paper 

*1000 60 g g.S'xtr -lpt 

42000 60g 9.5" x 11"- lpt 

* 1000 60g 9-5-xir -2pt 
*700 60g 9.5 H x 11 H - 3pt 

* 1000 60g 14.5" x 11" - lpt 

* 2000 60g 14.5" X11 H - lpt 

* 1 000 70g True A4 -lpt 

* 2000 70g True A4 -lpt 

* Stylus coated paper 360 A4 200 sht 

* Stylus coated paper 720 A4 200 sht 

Continuous Fanfold Labels 

* 1000 89mm x 36mm Single How 

* 1000 89mm x 35mm Twin Row 

* 1000 89mm x 49mm Single Row 
+ 1000 102mm x 36mm Twin Row 

Laser Labtes {on A4 sheet) 

* 2400 70mm x 37mm (3x8) 

* 2100 70mm x 37mm (3x7) 

* 1600 1 05mm x 35mm (2x8) 

* 1400 1 05mm x 38 mm (2x7) 


£7.00 

£3.00 

£3.50 


£39.00 

£ 22.00 

£45.00 

£17.00 

£19.00 

£59.00 

£35.00 

£35.00 

£15.00 

£28.00 

£10.00 

£ 12,00 

£14,00 

£ 20.00 


£6.50 

£ 11.00 

£ 21.00 

£28.00 

£ 8.00 

£14.50 

£9.00 

£15.00 

£17,00 

£19.00 


£4.50 

£4.80 

£4.95 

£4.70 


£15 

£15 

£17 

£16 


Note; Serial sharers have 25 -way '£7 type 
female connectors end parallel sharers have 
36-way Centronics connectors 

Automatic Parallel Printer Sharer Buffers 
Type 0Kb 256K 1Mb 

*2in/1out £29 

* 2in/2out - £105 £134 

*4in/lout £45 

* 4iiV2out £69 £124 £149 

* 8in/lout £64 - - 

Automatic Serial Printer Sharer Buffers 
Type 0Kb 256K 1Mb 

* 2ln/lout £27 - - 

4 2in/2out - £124 

4 4in/1out £44 

+ 4in/2out £69 £147 

* 8 in /1 out £62 

Note: Alt automatic sharers and buffer products 
have 25way V' female connectors. 

RAM Expansion for Auto Sharers 

256K 1Mb 2Mb 
4 RAM Module £59 £76 £124 

Compact Convertors 

* Serial to Parallel Convertor £49 

4 Serial to Parallel Convertor/Buffer £55 

4 iEEE-488 to Centronics convertor £49 

4 RS232 to RS422 Convertor £37 

4 Parallel Line Extender £37 

Pocket Buffers 

Type 256K 1Mb 2Mb 

* Parallel Flash Buffer £65 £98 £1 38 

4 Parallel Turbo Buffer £85 £125 £158 

* RS232 Plotter Buffer £155 £184 £330 

Full Colour Printer Accessories Catalogue 
available on request 


Printer Cables 


Type 

1.8m 

5m 

10 m 

* PC Parallel - 18 wire 

£4 

£8 

£13 

♦ PC Parallel - 25 wire 

£5 

£10 

£15 

♦ 25 H 0‘ Male/Male 

£4 

£8 

£13 

*25 'D' Male/Female 

£4 

£8 

£13 

* 36 Cent Male/Male 

£7 

£10 

£15 

• SBC Parallel 

£5 

- 

- 

*9 'O’ Female/25 l D’ Male 

£8 

- 

- 

• Archimedes Serial Cable 

£9 





Lflasinff iinance available al vary aMraclive rates to 
businesses, schools and colleges. etc. (subject lo 
statusi, Minimum order value TlOOh 

Credit terms also aVpabla to p rivals? cuyomera, 
with repay it wm periods tiom 12 so 60 nionths- 
APR 19,9% 


HI 


Watford Electronics Ltd 

ic^si npWftii st Qtinuirnnm' .ifHiRfi Hhtiiirp, 1 Fin wav. Da How Road, Luton LU1 1TR 


SALES HOTLINE 
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Software 


As one of the largest dealer in Acorn software in 
the LFK, we doubt that you will find any o# the 
titles listed here cheaper alsewhere. 

Also if there is something you don't see list- 
ed, give us a call and we will attempt to source it 
for you and give you the best price. 

Alt software requires af teas! 1Mb RAM and RISC 
OS operating system. 

Special notes 
t - no l suitable for RiscPC 
ft ■ requires 2Mb RAMI 
t - hard disk required 


Educational Software 


Games 


4th Dimension 

Adventures of Sylvia Lane 

£16 

Birds of Wart 

£22 

Black Angel 

Break 147 & Superpool 

£22 

£22 

Carnage Inc. 

£16 

Chocks Away Compendium t 

£18 

Chopper Force 

£15 

Cyber Chess 

£18 

Demon’s Lair 

£18 

Dungeon tt 

£13 

Enter the Realm t 

£18 

E-Type M 

£22 

E-Type Compendium 

£15 

Galactic Dan 

£15 

Grevious Bodily ARM 

£15 

Haunted House 

£18 

Holed Out Compendium 

£18 

Pandora's Box 

£15 

Real McCoy 2 

£20 

Real McCoy 3 

£20 

Real McCoy 4 

£20 

Saloon Cars Deluxe 

£20 

Stunt Racer 2030 1 

£18 

Slunt Racer 2000 Exka Tracks f 

£14 

Time Machine 

£18 

Virtual Golf t 

£18 

Virtual Golf Augusta t 

£12 

Watford Learn & Play Pack 

£40 

Kri satis Software 

Battle Chess 

£17 

Cannon Fodder 

£17 

Champions 

£20 

Chuck Rock 

£3 

Gods t 

£8 

Hero Quest 

£18 

Heimdalf ff 

£18 

James Pond f 

£8 

Krisalis Collodion 

£20 

Lemmings 

£14 

Lemmings 2 - The Tribes 

£18 

Lemmings Double Pack ■ RiscPC 

£21 

Lolus Turbo Challenge II f 

£18 

Mad Professor Mariati 

£3 

Manchester United f 

£8 

Manchester United Europe f 

£8 

Nebulus 

£14 

Oh No! More Lemmings 

£12 

Populous 

£18 

Quest for Gold [HD) 

£10 

Revelations 

£8 

Sim City 

£18 

Sim City 2000 

£25 

Sim City 2000 - RiscPC 

£25 

Speedball 2 

£17 

SWIV 

£8 

Gamesware 

Aries 

£21 

Cycloids 

FRED 

£14 

£14 

Games Wizard 

£18 

Ixion 

£14 

James Pond 2 - Robocod 

£18 

Playdays 

£18 

Simon the Sorcerer 

£29 

Xenon 2 

£18 

Renegade 

Chaos Engine 

£18 

Magic Pockets 

£17 

Sensible Soccer 

£18 

Superior Software 

Air Supremecy 

£14 

Ego: Repton 4 

£17 

Piay It Again Sam 1 

£14 

Play El Again Sam 2 

£14 

Pfay It Again Sam 3 

£14 

Repton 3 

£14 

Superior Golf 

£14 

Technodream 

£14 

US Gold 

Flashback 

£18 

Flashback HD 

£18 

Gremlin Graphics 

Premier Manager 

£18 

Gregao Software 

A retu rns 

£21 

Magnetoids 

£21 

Sally & Wally 

£21 

Other Software Suppliers 

Chess 3D 

£18 

Crystal Maze 

£24 

Diggers 

£18 

Dune II if 

£29 

Elite 

£29 

PTT 

£21 

Scrabble 

£18 

Slarfighler 3000 

£22 

Tower of Babel 

£10 

Wolfe nste in 3D 

£22 


Primary - ages 4 to 7 years 

An Eye lor Spelling 
Bookslcre Primary 
Connections 
Desktop Folio 

Exploring with Flossy the Frog 
Folio 

Fun School 3 - Under 5 years 

Fun School 3 - 5 to 7 years 

Fun School 4 - Under 5 years 

Fun School 4 - 5 to 7 years 

Happy Life 

Happy Numbers 

Happy Reading 

Happy Sea 

Happy Time 

Kid Pix 

Letters 

Maths Circus 

Numbertim© 

Oxford Talking Stories - Stage 2 

Oxford More Talking Slones - Stage 2 

Oxford Talking Clones - Stage 3 

Playdays 

Picture Point 

Podd - English version 

Podd - Welsh & English version 

Primary Nature 

RIMS - Information Management 

Rainbow 

Rainbow Book Project - Fiction 1 
Rainbow Book Project ■ Language 1 
Rainbow Book Projecl - Non Fiction 1 
Rosie & Jim - Duck Loses His Quack 
Rosie & Jim ■ Jim Gels the Sneezes 
Seelinka - Ourselves 
Seetinks - Pondwalch 
Seelinks - Transport 
Sherston Naughty Stories - vol.1 
Shenslon Naughty Slorias - vol.2 
Sherston Naughty Stories CD 
Talking Animated Alphabet 
Talking Topics -The Body 
Talking Topics - Dinosaurs 
Talking Topics - Homes 
Talking Topics - Land Transport 
Talking Topics - Pels 
Talking Topics - The Seaside 
Talking Topics - all six above lilies 
Zig Zag - Anglo Saxon 
Zig Zag - Romans 

Junior - ages 7 to 11 
A Mouse in Holland 
Ancient Egypt 
Arcventure I ■ Romans 
Aicvenlure II - Egyptians 
Arcvenlure III - Vikings 
Around the World in BO Days 
Aztecs 
Badger Trails 
Battle of the Somme 
Bodywise 
Castle Life 
Crystal Rain Forest 
Fun School 3 - Over 7 years 
Fun School 4 - Over 7 years 
Investigating Maths 
Junior Insight 
Landmarks - Aztecs 
Landmarks - Civil War 
Landmarks - Columbus 
Landmarks - Elizabeth I 
Landmarks - Project Egypt 
Landmarks - Rain Fores! 
Landmarks - Victorians 
Landmarks - World War If 
Landmarks Dalaliles - various lilies 
Langdale River Project 
Langdale Stickle Tarn Project 
Linkword - French 
Linkword - German 
Linkword - Spanish 
Lock Si Read - Earihwarp 
Look & Read - Geodie Racer 
Look S Read - LRTV 
Look. S Read - Skyhunter 
Look & Read - Through Dragon’s Eyg 
Magpie 2 
Maths Card 

Microworlcfs - Victorians 
Microworids ■ War Years 
Numerator 

Numerator Chaos Pack 
Recall 

Report Writer 
Saxon Life 

Sea Rescue - Fractions 
Selladore Tales 
Space City - Angies 
Splash 

Time Detectives - Victorians 

Topographer 

VersaTile 

Viewpoints 

Viking Invaders 

Voyage Of Discovery 

World Map Study 

Time Traveller ■ Britain Since 1930's 

Time Traveler - Making of she UK 

Tsms Traveler - Medieval Realms 

Time Traveller - Tudors £ Stuarts 

Time Traveller - Trade and Industry 

Time Traveller - Victorians 


Educational cont’d... 


Night Sky 

10 Out of 10 Educational Software 

Dinosaurs 
Driving Test 
Early Essentials 

English 

Essential Malhs 
Essential Science 
French 
German 
Italian 

Junior Essentials 
Maths - Algebra 
Maths - Geometry 
Maths - Number 
Maths - Statistics 
Spanish 

Spelling & Punctuation 
Slructured Spelling 


Computer Aided Design 


£59 


• Desktop Publishing 

Impression Style 

£69 

Impression Publisher 

£119 

Impression Publisher Plus 

£219 

Impression Borders Disk 

£12 

Ovation DTP 

£68 

First Page DTP 

£41 

DTP Utilities 

Desktop Thesaurus 

£16 

Formufix 

£65 

Graphics Leaders 

£35 

Sleuth OCR vl.S 

£43 

Sleuth OCR v2.0 

£95 

Spellmaster 

£25 

Type Studio 

£38 

Word Processors 

DeskEdi! 4 

£21 

Easiword Plus 

£36 

Easi writer 3 

£115 

Pendown 

£45 

Pendown Etoiles 

£45 

Pendown Pius 

£66 

Primeword 

£42 

Talking Pendown 

£53 

Techwriler 

£164 

Wordz 

£54 

Wordworks 

£35 

Integrated Packages 

Acorn Advance 

£87 

Desktop Office 

£48 

Fireworkz 

£89 

Fireworicz Pro 

£145 

Piped ream 3 

£69 

P iped ream 4 

£85 

Spreadsheets 

Advantage tt 

£42 

Eureka 3 

£91 

ProSheet vl.4 

£33 

Resultz 

£74 

Schema 2 

£94 

Databases 

Fiexifile 

£19 

insight 

£58 

Genesis Projecl 

£47 

Genesis Professional 

£111 

Knowledge Organiser 2 

£60 

Masters 3 

£39 

Pinpoint 2 

£78 

Pinpoint Junior 

£25 

Reoordz 

£96 

S-Base 2 Personal 

£103 

S-Base 2 Developer 

£133 

S-8ase 2 Developer Plus 

£339 

Programming Tools 

Acom Desktop C 

£151 

Acom C++ Compiler/Assembler 

£189 

Acom PC Emulatorvl.8 

£89 

ABC Basic Compiler v3 

£65 

Camridge Pascal 

£65 

Control LOGO 

£21 

Easy C Compiler 

£43 

Easy C++ Compiler 

£95 

First LOGO 

£20 

Logotron LOGO 

£55 

Rise BASIC Compiler v3. 15 

£65 

RiscFORTH Compiler vl.2 

£65 

RoboLQGQ vl.1 

£35 

WimpGEN vl.1 

£65 

Music & Speech 


Secondary - ages 11 to 16 years 

Bookstore Secondary 
investigating Local Industry 
Insight 

Terms & CornfiSona: Ofta is and at! ilems af a sumacs iu stability. Specifcarions S prices- G&irwt al time ef going Jo pjeas, bui m 
Scflwar* & |irin1<H 5 have (Men opennd W3 not He aceepledi bach tor reJutid or anchangv. At inviemivks at dulv acknowledged. Goods nna 

eyaaab!e on roquresr. Goods aia not sold on a kail i»a»s. Am .prices jm nxniunivn nl VAT Red carriage. £ &OE. 


£52 

£85 

£62 


Audioworks 
Notate 
Rhapsody 3 
Rhythm Bed 
See red raw 
Serenade 
Sibelius 7 
Vox Box 


£35 

£51 

£72 

£35 

£44 

£72 

£785 

£35 


ArcFCBvl.9 

£80 

ArcFCB Professional v3,3 

£162 

ArcPCB Schematics v5,2 

£223 

CADet 

£95 

ExcellonDRILL v2.1 

£36 

GerberPLOT v2.1 

£36 

LOGlXvl.1 

£30 

Oak Logic 

£65 

Oak PCB II 

£69 

Oak Apcliontous PDT 

£135 

PowerROUTER vl.6 

£49 

SotidCAD v5.1 

£65 

WorraCAO 

£65 

Communications 

ArcComm 2 

£35 

ArcFAX 

£28 

ArcTerm v7 

£59 

Hearsay v2 

£59 

Graphics & Design 

Artworks vl.5 

£122 

Card Shop 

£19 

Clipart - Christmas Allsorts 

£15 

Clipart - Food lor Though! 

£15 

Clipart - Split an Image 

£15 

Complete Animator 

£94 

Composilion - RiscPC only 

Elba 

Euclid 2 

£62 

FilmMAKER v5.1 

£39 

GFimpse - clipart viewer 

£8 

Image Animator 

£45 

Image Outline r 

£45 

Image Master 

£25 

Illusionist 

£37 

Kid Pix 

£34 

Photodesk 

£156 

Prime Art 

£46 

Pro Artisan 2 

£99 

Pro Artisan 24 - RiscPC only 

£122 

Render Bender 2 

£37 

Rephorm 

£44 

Reveiation Image Pro 24-bit 

£49 

SolidsRENDER v5.1 

£63 

SolidTOOLS v5J 

£169 

Tiller 

£72 


Presentation Graphics 


Chartwell 

£22 

Graphbox 

£35 

Graphbox Professional 

£84 

Plot 

£61 

Presenter GTi 1 6v 

£69 


Business/Accounts 


Home Accounts 

£24 

Payroll Manager v3 

£59 

Personal Accounts 

£39 

PfanING 

£95 

ProjectlNG 

£289 

Prophet Accounts tt 

£144 

Shareholder v2 

£69 

Shareholder Professional v3 

£110 

Miscellaneous 


Ancestry 

Compression 

Concept Keyboard Designer 
Fils Handling for All Disc 
Hard Disc Companion 2 
Investigator 3 

MacFS Liqht - read/wrile floppies 
MacFS 

PaperOut - Electronic Book player 
PDSView 

RISC OS Application Disks 
RDM Upgrade for Acorn I/O Peddle 
Show Page 
Touch Type 

I TWA IN - HP, Canon or Epson 
WIMP Programming for All Disc 


Printer Drivers 


Citizen/Star Colour Printer Driver 
Expression PS 
HP DeskJet Colour Printer Driver 
! Printers vl.22 Upgrade Disk 
Canon BJ Turbodriver v4 $ 
Epson Stylus Turbodriver v4 T 
HP DeskJet Turbodriver v4 1 
Repro 


chttugo iwilhuHfl rwfcfl, Plg-3S0 check suitabiMy of software S pansherala teror# bfdflrir> 9 . 

»r*jf sra-daid «rm& & o&idiiibnK vilas »ki are 


Carriage Charges - Standard Service 

1 st Item 2nd Item 

Small items 

£500 

EZ.00 

Accessories 

£6.t>0 

£3.00 

Software 

£6.00 

£3.00 

Hardware 

£7,00 

£4.00 

14" & IV Monitors 

£0.00 

£5,00 

17" Mwiito-is & Lasers 

£10.00 

£6.00 

Printers 

£0.00 

£5.00 

Computer Systems 

£16.00 

- 


For Express. Service stmpty double 
the above charges. 

Delivery to some areas of Scotland & N. Ireland arc 
subject to additional surcharge. 
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Dave Lawrence and 
Dave Acton present more 
programs, tips and techie 
trivia from beyond the PRM. 



The day today 


Author: Stuart Allison 


A hit of frivolity now from Stuart Allison: ‘Some time ago 
Archimedes World published a program, translated from a PC 
Shareware source by James Noad,’ explains Stuart. 'It displayed 
data relating to anniversaries and events that occurred on this date 
in the past. Reminders of things to do etc, may also be shown. I 
liked the idea but not the non -multitasking version. With the help 
of Joe Telford's excellent WimpEd this version now operates in 
the Desktop, Run the program as normal and click on the cake to 
find out what’s so special about today.’ 

Pressing Menu on the Main Window provides the usual 
options, plus: 

Not Today - leads to a dialogue box allowing the display of data 
from any date. Data relating to day -of- week is not displayed for 
obvious reasons. 

Edit - If a text processor such as Edit has 
been loaded or seen, the data file ".own’ 

{sec below) is sent for modification/ 
addition, 

l find that loading this program from 
the /Boot file is (perhaps) its best use. If 
anyone can be bothered to update the files 
(more European, less Californian?), please 
let us know. 

The file structure is as follows: 

The directory Today Data has one data file 
for each month of the year. They are 
named: Today Data Jan* .Feb, . Mar etc* 

You can also have a personal file named 
Today. own. This is so all your important 
dates aren’t scattered among 12 files. All 
files are plain vanilla ASCII in this format: 

Column I: The record type which can be 
a B for birthdays, S for special dates in 
history or R for a reminder. 

Columns 2-5: Month and day as MMDD 
with leading zeros* Zeros for either month 
or day cause all months or days to match 
when being scanned. For example, 0001 
would match the first of every month 


while 0400 would match every day of April. 

Columns 6-9: The full year of the event as four digits. May be 
left blank, in which ease the message will move left* 

Column 10: A special processing flag. Values may be: blank for 
no special processing, to continue a message from the previ- 
ous line (note that you must repeat the date fields) or 
‘duy-of-week digit* where l=Sunday .., 7=Saturday. This will 
cause the message to display only if the date falls on a certain day 
of the week. Look in the November file for voting day examples. 
Columns 1 1 - 70: The message to display for this date* 

This format applies to Today Data M\tn also. You can put in 
birthdays; try putting in reminders a few days before the date in 
question to give yourself some warning. 
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Top Drawer 


Author: Dave Acton 


Several readers, including Patrick MeFaddy of Newcastle, have 
asked over the months about rendering Draw files in their own 
programs. Unless you program in C, in which case libraries to 
handle Draw files exist, it can be a bit tricky to render such artwork 
in your own program. There are one or two BASIC libraries that do 
the job, but these can be a bit slow. 

After a bit of tinkering, we came up with a small module called 
D render. This should satisfy all your Draw file rendering needs 
and, being in machine code, will do so at a respectable speed too. 

Three calls are provided, one to actually render the image and 
two others to make loading easier: 

SYS 'DrenderLoad*, "drawf ile" TO image 

loads a Draw file into memory (actually taken from the RMA) and 
returns a handle. This is in fact the address of the image. 

SYS M Drender_Discard ff # image 

will throw away an image that is no longer required and will also 
free up the memory used. Note that when a Draw file is loaded, it is 
preceded in memory by its length, and the handle relumed actually 
points to this word. If you want to load a Draw file in your own 
program you must allocate an extra word of memory, put the length 
in the first word and load the file after it. 

SYS " Drender_Render" , image , flags , x, y , xsc , ysc 

does the rendering. Only bit 0 of the flags word is currently used. If 
set, R4 and R5 contain the x and y scale factors, shifted up 16-bits, 
so & 1 0000 means full size. R2 and R3 are simply the OS co- 
ordinates of where to plot the image. 

As well as the module source, a simple example is included on 
the disc. This includes all the main possible elements of a Draw file 
and is rendered at two different scales to show that it is possible. 

How it works 

The code to render a Draw file is not particularly complicated, just 
a bit fiddly in places. The Draw file itself has a header as shown in 
figure I . The bounding box is in Draw units, which are 1/256 OS 
units. Our module expects all the bounding boxes in the file to be 


Compatibility 

table 



Program 

RISC OS 2 

RISC OS 3.1 

RISC OS 3.5 

Today 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Fire 

Mo 

Yes 

Yes 

DrawRender 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

Dismount 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

AnyRC 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Marbles 

No 

No 

Yes 

Flames 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 


Figure 1 

- Draw file header 

Size/bytes 

Description 

4 

'Draw' 

4 

major format version 

4 

minor format version 

12 

file's creator (e.g. Draw) 

16 

bounding box of whole image 

Figure 2 

- draw object header 

Size 

Description 

4 

type 

4 

size 

16 

bounding box 


valid, which they will be if the file has been produced by Draw 
itself or another reputable program. You can always load a 
troublesome file into Draw and save again to rebind it correctly. 

After the header come the objects. These have headers as shown 
in figure 2. Our module begins by reading the current graphics 
window, and then plods through the Draw file, reading the type of 
each object and using a table to jump to the appropriate piece of 
code. If ever the bounding box for an object lies outside the graph- 
ics window, it is ignored. The possible object types are as follows: 
ft - font tabic: Usually the first, this is simply a list of font names 
with one byte numbers by which the fonts are known in text 
objects. Our module has a table of 256 words and goes through the 
font table object {which has no bounding box incidentally), storing 
the address of each font name at the right place in the table. 

1 - text object: This simple, old-style text object has a header 
including the font number, size and colours required. The text is a 
simple null-terminated string. Font_FindFont is called having looked 
up the name in the font table. If this fails, the system font {see 
below) is used, otherwise a ColourTrans call sets the font colours 
and Font_Pamt is called to plot the text. 

Plotting in the system font is tricky. The text must fill the bound- 
ing box given, so first the number of characters in the string is 
counted. A bit of multiplication and division is required to come up 
with the correct scaling factors and these are used by OS_SpriteOp,5 1 
which plots a scaled character. 

2 - path object: This is the true Draw object. Two calls are used to 
render paths - Draw_Fill if the fill colour is not "none", and 
Draw_Stroke if the line colour is not ‘none'. A ColourTrans^SetGCOL 
call gets the closest colour available and the rest of the code is 
simply concerned with converting the parameters in the path object 
header into the register values required for the Draw module calls. 

5 - sprite object: The standard OS_SpriteOp T 52 call is used to plot 
sprite objects at the appropriate scale. The biggest problem is work- 
ing out the scale factors and setting up a suitable colour translation 
table. The former is done by reading the current x and y eigen 
factors, as well as those for the mode the sprite was defined in. 

The colour table is a trickier affair. The ColoufTrans_SelectTable 
call will set up a suitable translation table in most instances, but it 
seems to go wrong under certain circumstances. If the sprite has 16 
or fewer colours then Wimp_ReadPixTrans is used instead. I have 
experimented by displaying sprites of all denominations {including 
32 thousand and 16 million colour ones) in a variety of modes and 
between them, these two calls seem to get the colours right under 
all conditions. 

6 - group object: Simple recursion is used to render groups. The 
bounding box is checked, as with other objects, and the code will 
only render a group if wholly or partially visible. 

9 - text area object: These are ignored! The extra code to render 
such objects would be immense and so, given the very limited use 
of such objects, it is not included here, 

12 - transformed text object: One of the new objects, this is 
essentially the same as the old-style text object but the header is 
preceded by a six- word transformation matrix. The Foni_Pami call 
has been extended to plot outline fonts that have been transformed 
thus. 

13 - transformed sprite object: The other new object type with a 
similar matrix at the start of its header. The matrix is passed on to 
OS_SpriteOp 56 which takes a pointer to such a matrix in R6. Before 
we do this though, we must multiply the transformation matrix by 
our own scaling matrix to arrive at the correct compound transfor- 
mation. One of the problems of doing this sort of operation is that 
numbers can easily overflow - 32 -bits is not a lot when numbers in 
Draw units are 256 times as big as their OS equivalents. For this 
reason, a 64-bit multiplication routine is used (which breaks down 
32 by 32-bit multiplication into four lots of 16 by ! 6-bit) and after 
some shifting right and ORing, an accurate answer can be achieved 
without too much bother. 
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Losing your marbles 


Author Alistair Turnbull 



This is something we think 
happened to Alistair Turnbull a 
long time ago... If you've lost 
your marbles recently, perhaps 
it would be best if yon didn’t 
try running Alistair’s latest 
prog as you’re likely to end up 
ready for one of those stylish 
jackets with the buckles up the 
back. 

Marbles starts by drawing a 
shaded ball at various scales 
and grabbing them off the 


screen as sprites. Fifty of these 
balls are then bounced around 
inside a cube, with the different 
sized balls used to represent 
depth. The program docs not 
use depth sorting to correctly 
position balls further away 
behind those nearer, but as 
everything is moving quite fast 
you don't really notice this 
shortcoming. The palette is 
slowly mutated to add a little 
colour to the proceedings. 


Burn: Cycle 


Authors: Jan Vibe and David Brown 


Sorry, not a port of the CDi game, but the first of two fiery graphi- 
cal ditties this month. The first comes from the man himself, Jan 
Vibe. Flames is a classic example of a colour cycling automata- 
like prog for 
which Jan is 
justly famous. 
If you’re inter- 
ested we've 
broken Jan's 
prog dow'ii and 
a line-by-line 
description can 
be found in 
table 1. This 
might give you 
the incentive 
you need to 



start writing your own graphical doodles. Our second flaming 
demo comes coy ties y of David Brown, Fire is a machine code 
program that uses dithering to increase the range of colours avail- 
able. It does not 
palette switch 
and thus gives a 
much more fluid 
and realistic 
flame effect. 

David has even 
achieved a 
convincing heat 
haze and smoke 
effect above the 
flames - we 
think you'll be 
quite impressed. 



Table 1 

- line by line flames 



40 

Start a timer used to control the colour cycling 

160 

There is a 20 per cent chance that the colour read will be 

50 

Colour number used to cycle colours 


changed, RND(1) returns a floating point value between 0 

60 

Select a 16-colour screen mode and switch the cursor off 


and 1 The colour is changed by adding 1 (using modular 

70 

Call the colour cycling procedure once to start with to 


15 arithmetic). This ensures that the new colour remains in 


initialise the palette 


the range 1-15 and that colour 0 is still not used 

80,110 

A loop for all the points across the bottom of the screen 

170 

Selects the colour to use 

90 

Select a random colour 1 to 15. Colour 0, (normally black, 

180 

Plot the point 


but changed to red by the colour cycling) is not chosen as 

190 

Call the colour cycling 


it is not cycled. This means the background of the screen 

200,210 

End of x and y loops 


can be kept as a solid, unmoving colour while the screen is 

220,240 

Finally call the colour cycling for ever... 


built up 

270 

Start of the colour cycling routine 

100 

Plot a point on the bottom of the screen 

280 

If it is time to cycle the colours {every 20th of a second - 

120,210 

A loop for all lines on the screen 


see line 340 below),.. 

130,200 

A loop for each point on each line 

290 

Move the base colour on by one, again using modulo 15 

140,150 

For each point, the colour of the point below it or the one 


arithmetic 


to the left or right below it is chosen at random. 140 sets 

300 

Perform a loop 15 times 


V to -2, 0 or 2 for a random direction. (RND(3) will return 

310 

Calculate the actual colour number to change by adding 


1,2 or 3, -2 gives -t,0 or 1). 150 uses POINT to read the 


the loop counter to the base colour number 


colour of a pixel on the screen. The A8S is used as a safety 

320 

Change the palette entry for this colour to a 


net - POINT will return -1 if the point requested is off the 


red/ orange/ye Now colour 


side of the screen, the ABS will change this to a slightly 

340 

Set the timer for the next cycle to occur 5/IODths of a 


more friendly (as far as the program is concerned) 1 


second later 
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Dismount update N Marriott 

Going back to August 1993, we carried a short program by Robert 
Adamson to quickly dismount floppies: 

To avoid the desktop getting confused it is recommended you 
dismount each floppy after use/ Robert said. This entails bring- 
ing up the disc menu each time and which can be a pain when 
looking through a whole batch of discs. So, try this utility instead/ 
Fourteen-year-old Robert provided a short desktop application 
which sat on the icon bar. 

Two years later, here is a machine code version of the same 
program by Nicholas Marriott, Being a module task it takes up 
much less memory than the original. 

Just click on the dismount icon with Select to dismount the disc 
in drive 0. Conversely, clicking with Adjust mounts the drive 0 
disc. To keep the code even smaller, Nicholas doesn’t provide a 
menu, so to quiL the task either RMKill ihe module or use the task 
manager window (fmd the entry for Dismount, click with Menu 
and choose Quit). 


Singing corner 


Our regular trip to Singing comer continues with a further collec- 
tion of MIDI riles from Mr P Adamson, This month he has provide 
two sets of tunes, three blues and three ‘traditional/ Files should 
play well through Perform or Rhapsody, although scores may 
need editing for correct print out. 

Blue brass was originally written for a mixed ability brass 
quartet with Lhe lead being harder than the other parts. 

Busker Blues was written for a duet of Clarinet and Eb Sax - 
not transposed as MIDI file, 

John Browns Boogie is the traditional tune given Bluesy treat- 
ment originally written for recorders. 

Hatikvah and Hava Nagila are traditional Jewish tunes while 
Little Brown Jug is of American origin. 

The Israeli tunes are arranged in traditional style whereas the 
Little Brown Jug is semi-swing/Blues* It is quite hard to arrange 
without thinking of Glenn Miller. The middle section is Little Red 
Wagon. 


Ohm improvement 


Our regular electronics expert Paul Marshall adds another utility 
to his suite of circuitry aids, AnyRC will help you get your 
resistances spot on, as 
the author explains: 

'Only a finite number 
of different resistor 
values are manufac- 
tured, Low cost ranges 
in common use have 
only 12 "preferred’ 
values per decade, thus 
there is a difference 
between adjacent values 
of 20 per cent, although 
the resistors themselves 
may have a tolerance of 
five per cent or even 
two per cent. 

"Virtually any inter- 
mediate value can be 
obtained by using two 
resistors in series or in 
parallel, A parallel pair 
is usually more conve- 
nient for a printed circuit board layout, while series is better for 
high voltage applications. The value of resistors in parallel is 
given by: 

R * 1/ (l/rl+l/r2) 


Author: Paul Marshall 


enter the target value in the “requited” box. Press Return, or click 
on “Calculate.” The displayed results can also be altered to see the 

result of changing one 
or both values. 

‘The algorithm used 
is rather crude - the 
program simply tries 
every combination to 
sec which is best, so is 
therefore rather slow. 
No doubt a proper 
mathematician could 
come up with some- 
thing better. 

"Capacitors can also 
be calculated, and 12 
or 24 values per 
decade selected. When 
entering the value to 
be calculated the 
suffix K, M, n or u 
(for p) may be used. 
Ohms or pf are used 
by default. Notice I 
didn't use the omega symbol for ohms because there isn’t one - 
The program redefines system font character 191 to omega’. 

(This is normally a Spanish-style upside-down question mark, 
so if there are any Spanish or Latin American users with questions 
about ohms, they will need to make their own arrangements). 


i i 


Resistors in Series i Parallel 


'i Resistance 

J Capacitance Required resistance 
4 Highest accuracg 


j Closest values within 5 X tolerance 
j Using one value fixed at 


Best parallel 43,880 // 1.8BKS 

Best series 


Calculat 


Values per decade 
J 12 4 34 


42,880 8,81 X error 


3.880 


39,880 


42.880 


8,88 X error 


and in series simply by: 

R = rl + r2. 

'AnyRC calculates the two values required to obtain a given 
target resistance. It may be desirable to keep the two values as 
close to each other as possible to aid power sharing or voltage 
distribution, so the option is provided to achieve this, provided the 
tolerance of the target value can be relaxed. 

Tn ‘Highest Accuracy’ mode the results are only displayed 
when closer than 20 per cent, but usually the results are surpris- 
ingly accurate. Another mode allows one of the values to be 
chosen by the user. This can be faster if you know near enough 
what one value will be. The program also tells the user if a single 
value would be closer than a pair, "Select the various options, then 


All manner of submissions are welcome - doodles 
or applications of a more serious nature alike. 
Musical offerings like Mr Adamson's MIDI tunes 
would also be welcome, as would any Rise PC 
graphical ditties. Send them to: 
fclNFO, Acorn User , IDG Media, Media House, Arlington Park, 
Macclesfield SK10 4NP (e-mail star!nfo@acomusr.demonmuk) 

Please put your name, address and program title on every disc and 
include a text file containing at least your name, address and disc 
contents. An SAE will ensure your discs are returned and any other 
instructions, diagrams, saved screens and so on are most welcome. 
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SOFTWARE SHOWCASE 


DEALERS ■ SOFTWARE/HARDWARE 


SUMMER SIZZLERS 

UNREPEATABLE OFFERS WHILST STOCKS LAST 

A3020/A4000 486 PC Card wtth 4MB RAM £399 
A 3020/ A 4000 486 PC Card with 0MB RAM 1269 
Aleph One 486/50 PC card with 0MB RAM 1399 
Irlam Instruments Replay DIY Plus card 1299 
Irtam Instruments 241 16 with 1MB VRAM £420 
Acorn Pocket book I 2S6K 1169 
Acorn Pocketbook 2 5I2K 131 S 

• iwWh free kvKhct w.tfkr 

Plextor 6 speed SCSI CDROM Internal £470 
Plextor 4 speed SCSI CDROM Internal 1250 
Computer Concepts Lark A 16 card 1215 
A5000/Risc PC 500MB internal IDE drive 11 75 
IDE drive caddy for Rise PC 130 
Syquest 270MB IDE drive 1349 
Soundwave 10 HIF1 speakers 149 
Acorn Multimedia Expansion Unit 1199 
A4 Concept Keyboards 155 
A3 Concept Keyboards 165 
SJ Research 1 20MB tape backup 1450 
Rise PC 1MB VRAM 180 
The Rise Disc CD Volume One 1 1 5 



All prices INCLUDE VAT 

Next day courier del very £8.50 


NiQUEway m 


42 Crwys Road. Card-ff. CF2 4NN 
Tel 01222 644611 Fax 01222 644622 

E-mad solesXi uniqway demon. co uk 


E 3 




The speedy solution // 

FLYPRIHT 

Adverts / Raffles / Memos & Tickets 
with serial numbers, in any quantity. 

Any 32 bit Acorn Any Epson Compatible prmler ^ ^ 

Only £39.97 inc TfeaJ a 


KEYBOARD EMULATOR 

On Screen Keyboard 

Full leatures including entry 
into filer & menu icons. 


£12.00 


jniHcor^^^ 


Ideal for Special Needs ^ ^-- e * s 


Textile Transfer Paper 

Print it - Iron it - Wear it 
Putt COLOUR 
Dof matrix-ink Jet 
Later- Thermal-Cepiert 

30 Sheets 

£8 


1 


Dead Cart, 

Certificate and Award Maker 

Exotic Borders - Auto Resizing 
Import Clip Art - Full Colour 



Pixon & Dixon 

35 Rokeby Drive. Kenton 
Newcastle -U-Tyne .NE3 4JY 

0191 2853042 North. East 

Acorn Dealer 


Prices inc VAT and postage UK mainland 


UTILITIES 


The Adventure 
Interpreter 

A program to help YOU write YOUR OWN 
text based adventure games. Just £7.99 from 

SOFT ROCK SOFTWARE, 
FREEPOST (BS 7978) 
Westbury-on-T rym, 

Bristol, BS 1 0 7BR. 

It's not quite an apple turnover, but it's good! 


GRAPHICS 

SERVICES 
FOR YOU 

Colour scans to A4 size 
Also photo slides/transparencies to max 
5x5 Ins scanned. 

1 200 x 600 x A4 laser printing 
And at last - cost effective short run 
colour printing! 

Professional service at club prices. 

Birdtech, 33 Blackbird Close, Bradwell, 
Gt Yarmouth, Norfolk, NR3 1 8RT 
Tel: 01493 600966. Fax: 01493 448445 



UTILITIES 


■ ■ i 

E 


B m □ 

3D ■ 1 1 

1^1 fe 


"At last a truly professional Pinboard!'’ 


Blinds is an easy to use. bul sophisticated Pinboard’ type 
application which will make your life a whole lot more 
effortlessly when using your computer. 

• Have blinds which snap open and close at the click of a 
mouse, therefore taking up no valuable desktop space 

• Give your icons long meaningful names at last/ 

• Change the icon displayed by choosing from over 
o ne tho usand sprites we have provided. 

• Set windows to open automatically whenever your 
favourite application is loaded. You'll never have to look 
for that elusive file again/ 

• Make a blind which will attach itself to the side of your 
application, it will then follow your favourite application's 
window around the desktop just like it was made for it/ 

RISC USER review - 1 if went straight onto my icon bar!’ 

Blinds costs only £19.95 plus £1.00 Postage, etc. 

No V.A.T. Blinds requires RISC OS 3.10 or better. 

A demonstration disc is available free of charge on receipt 
of a A5 size SSAE You'll find Blinds is available from all 
good Acorn software dealers or direct from: 

Quantum Software at 35 Pinewood Park. Livingston. 
EH54 8NN. Scotland. Tel/Fax: 01506-411162 


BUREAU 


PTTJTMTAirrW 


CUT VINYL BUREAU 

LETTERING, LOGOS & DECALS 

cut in self-adhesive vinyl on our 
plotter from Acorn DRAW files. 

Any size, colour and quantity 

Ideal for Signs, Van sides. Car Decals 
& Exhibition graphics , 

14 Eldon Terrace Reading 8erks RG1 4DX 
Tel 01734 567947 Fax 01734 561112 


•BBC B. dual 40/80 floppy 6502 second 
processor, mono monitor, lots of books and 
extras £145. Tel Alan: (01923) 673838 (Herts). 

•A440/1 with 4Mb RAM, 40Mb HD, 14in 
multisync monitor, RISC OS 3.1, Acorn 
Advance, make me an offer! Tel John: 0181- 
983 3069 (home) or 0171-512 4365 (work). 

• A3000 2Mb. high res video enhanced £230. 
14in NEC high res multiscan monitor £170. A4 
genius graphics tablet stylus software manual 
puck £180. Programmer's Manual 4vols RISC 
OS £30. Tel: 01 8 1 -967 3048. 

•BBC B. 1770, Speech. Teletext, dual discs, 
monitor, manuals, misc other hardware. WW+. 
£150. Taxan KP810 printer £50. XOB Inter- 
clock + Inteilcrm Econet £50. All excellent 
condition. Tel: (01359) 230984. 


• A3010. 2Mb, RISC OS 3.11. lots of software. 
HP 500 colour printer, all boxed, less than 8 
months old, £700. Tel: (01223) 328819, ask for 
Russell (quick sale). 

•Ml 28, 512 + turbo co-processors. ROM / 
RAM board, cartridges, colour monitor, 20Mb 
hard disc, dual floppy. AMX design + mouse. 
Music 5000 + 4000, all manuals, £400, will 
split. Tel: (01359) 230984. 

•SJ Research networking system, lockable 
network filer, two unused FUJI 40Mb hard 
drives, 40Mb tape backup system suitable for 
small school/office, bargain at £500. Tel: 
(01274)666493. 

• A5000LC. 2Mb. 40Mb HD. RISC OS 3.1 1. 
multisync monitor, Pipedrcam 3, Schema, all 
manuals, ADTP. £750. Tel: (01 304) 362538. 


• A420/I. 2Mb. RISC OS 3.1. Philips CM8833 
monitor, MIDI interface, sampler. Pipedream 3. 
lots of games, utilities, full manuals, 
magazines, all boxed. £420 ono. Tel: (01992) 
584771. 

•Vertical Twist econct socket and MIDI/ 
sampler board £45. HOCS’s CVision video 
digitiser card £40. Ray Maidstone sound 
upgrade £15. Offers considered. Tel Mark: 
(01223)574784. 

• A4000 as new. Well loved, 4Mb RAM, 81 Mb 
HD, RISC OS 3,1, ARM250. hi res muhiscan 
monitor, boxed with manuals. Acorn 
registration. £650. Tel: (01509) 853166. 

• A44Q/1, RISC OS 3.1. ARM 3. 4MB RAM. 
53MB Hard Disc, Acom Colour Monitor. 
Excellent working order. 500 o.n.o. Tel. 
(01733) 230767 Evening or Weekends. 

• Wanted contacts all over the world to 
exchange PD software, reply guaranteed, 
games wanted especially. Daniel Hayes. 1 
Standhouse I^ne, Aughton, Lancs L39 5AR, 
tel: (01695)422825. 


• Wanted: genuine version of Mini Office disc, 
3.5in for Master Compact or Master 128. must 
have manual. Tel: (01665) 71 1637 evngs. 

•Cannon Fodder. Hero Quest. Black Angel. 
Carnage Inc. Enter the Realm, Galactic Dan. 
also A30I0 I -2Mb upgrade. Call and name 
your price! Tel: (01273) 506170, ask for Eddie. 

•A3020. 4Mb RAM, 60Mb HD. ARM250, 
Acom AKF40 colour monitor with all cables 
£850. Tel: (01953) 606930 evngs. 

•Acom A5000LC. 4Mb RAM. 40Mb HD. 
RISC OS 3.10. I4in Acom multiscan monitor, 
hard disc, full of software. £80 + VAT. Tel: 
(01270)522280. 

• A5000LC, 4Mb. 40Mb IDE drive, SVGA 
AKE50 monitor, plus software £800 ono. I Mb 
VRAM card for Rise PC, offers? Tel: (01462) 
835893 evngs. 

• Cumana 300ia CD-ROM drive (+ ProArt 2) 
for Rise PC, £170 ono. Pocket Book (256K). 
A-link & Schedule £120 ono. Tel Andrew: 
(01323) 763984 evngs - part exchange poss. 


Acorn User free ads service 

Fill in your details on a piece of paper (25 words maximum) and send it 
to Free Ads, Acorn User, IDG Media, Media House, Adlington Park, 
Macclesfield SK10 4NP. Only one ad per reader, please. 
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SURREY 


WEST YORKSHIRE 



CS© 


Calancraft Ltd. 

THE COMPLETE ACORN DEALER 


Showroom open 9*00 - 5,30 six days and to 8*00 on Thursday, 
Acorn range on display, and fufl demonstrations given. 

Lots of programs, games and education software for you to try* 
Full service and repair facilities* 

Acorn Approved Education Dealer, Network Dealer and 
Training Centre, 

,r Veiy helpful people " 

with a 1 2 year long reputation for exceptional service and support. 
Easy parking, mmm 

96 High Road, Byfleet, 


; CHOICE OF EXPERIENCE For the heat service in Yorkshire 

Cwe think! 

CALL USt ft>r AW1Q, AAW2Q, A4WO, nisePC, 
A4P*rtMbU& Pocket Boek 



Visit our Showroom 

Open 9*10 to s+so Moth Tues, Weds, Sat. 
0+3O to 7+30 Thun & Fit 

Printers, Rifriwm, Ink Cartridge*. Refills ' . „ 

Expert Advice & After Suit* Service \ U Alif f A f 1 fi/l ] 1 C 

Mad Order Master Card, Visa. Snitch j 1 IV™ IV III IU U0 

Ring No, Below far Prices 
Service <£ Repair mail Equipment 
Full Range of Acorn Hardware i Sofitvarc 
{We operate the Atom Pittance Scheme*) 

Full Range of Educational Software 
in Stock A oft Bento 

TeL 01924 254800 



iei. rdx. [uwotz) oovwjo 

j s 

mmmi n mix * PACKARD ^ C4UWIII 

BIRMINGHAM 

MIDLANDS 

. 

* 


| Daco Systems 


(nmm) mi North (jtertT) 




459-465 Warwick Road, Tyseley, 
Birmingham B11 2JP 

The West Midlands 
Largest Education 
v Dealer \ 

* Special Needs * Business ■ Repairs * 

► Networking throughout UK 

NEW OFFER - ACORN SCHOOLS SERVER 
PHONE FOR MORE INFORMATION 


Tel: 0121-706 8933 

Fax No: 0121 706 4306 


DAGO'S 
COMMITMENT: 
Competitive without 
compromise 



ACORN Education Dealer 
ACORN Network Dealer 
ACORN Special Needs Centre 

Be the first to see the NEW % 
range of Acorn machines 

Visit our Showroom just Vi mile from 
ML junction24 (2nd right on A6 south) 


Keyboard Technology Ltd 
5 1 High Street Kegworth 
Derby DE74 2DA 

Tel 01509 672222 


Jn24l 


'Loughborough 



Mi South* 


Open Mon to Fri 9.00 - 6.00pm 


WEST MIDLANDS 




tlCWAkDlAN 


CUMBRIA 


MAUDENS 

"Millside”, 133 High Street, 

Wollaston, Stourbridge, 

West Midlands, DY8 4NZ. 

7980 U 7995 75 tfedre Df kf$k $$ 

• Main Acorn Education Dealer for the West Midlands 

• FREE Bottle of Champagne with every machine purchased 
PLUS 15% Discount on Centre Stage Theatre Breaks 

• MAIL ORDER - It is our policy to match most prices on offer 

• Networking specialist for Acorn or PC systems 

• School enquiries welcome 

With 15 years of service you can r t go wrong with 

Maudens 

Tel: (01384) 444433 / 833300. Fox: (01384) 441655 


CUMBRIA SOFTWARE SYSTEMS LTD 


Acorn Authorised Education Dealer 
and Network Centre 


I 


Network design and installation 
Ethernet, Nexus ATM, Multi-platform networks 

Semerc Authorised Dealer 

Latest Acorn models 
Sales, Repairs, Software, Peripherals 


Unit 3A, Townfoot Industrial Estate 
Brampton, Cumbria, CAB 1SW 


Tel: 016977 3779 





Duiulhom is an i 3 prefened dealer and Acorn 
Education Dealer. 


AT LAST! 

A Fife Server *hich ISTtHiRATES jour computers 

The DATATHORN SUPER SERV ER 

■ Integrate? Ethernets of Acorn, Apple and PCs 

• Enhances fast RISC based computers (eg Rise PC) 

■ is EASY to manage and INDUSTRY-STANDARD 

■ can run DIFFERENT NOS (eg NT, Novell) 

■ can support upwards of 75-100 CLIENTS 

* is Ihe most COST-EFFECTIVE server for 20 users 


Contact John Hart or Vince Hagedom now 
on (0181) 5024221 


DATATH0RN 


Systems Ltd 


■ is the first PowerFC/FCI based server offered to 
education 

* has built-in CD-ROM 

■ is guaranteed by MOTOROLA for FIVE YEARS 

* reference sites available 


The Seedbed Centre. Langston kd, Laughton ESSEX, IG10 3TQ 
Fm (0181 ) 508 6660 Email: s airs Qdshom, demon-cauX 








Do you want to advertise your 
products with the worlds largest 
& most successful Information 
Technology publisher? 


If the answer is YES, we 
can help you... 

A) Build your brand 

B) Sell your products direct 

C) Increase your sales 

TCORNUSER 

is published by IDG... 

CALL: 

Lisa-Jo or Nikki on 01625 878888 
for further details ». 

★ World's largest IT publisher IDG 

★ 250 titles in 65 countries media 

★ 60 million world wide monthly readership 

★ Organises 72 events in 28 countries - including E3 

★ World's largest IT consultancy 

★ Over $1 BILLION gross turnover for '94 
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iCORNUSER 

ADVERTISERS INDEX 


1 st Computer Centre 

41 Irlam 

8 

4 Mation 

82 ISV Products 

78 

5 Star Marketing 

82 Keyboard Technology. 

94 

A.J.S. Computers 

78 Kimberley Computer 


A.P.O.L 

Services 

.47,54,55 

Aleph One 

Longman Logotron 

37 

Alsystems 

^ Mauden Sales 

94 

Beebug 

10 

Micro Laser Design 

58 

C.J.E. Micros 

Minerva 

71 

C.S.S 

94 

Pineapple Software .... 

16.18C 

Calancraft 

94 

93 

Print Maker 

Care Electronics 

66 


Quantum Software 

93 

Castle Technology 

66 

Selective Software 

20 

82 

Clares Micro Supplies 


Senlac Computing 

24 

Computer Concepts IFC, 3, 10 



Serious Statistical Software 78 

Cumana 

.32,33 


Daco Systems 

94 SkyfallPD 

82 

Dalriada Datatech 

„ Soft Rock Software 

66 

93 

Datathorn Systems 

95 Softease 

78 

Davyn Computer Services.44, 94 Technology Matrix 

29 

Dec Data 

32 The Datastore 

82 

Desktop Projects 

22 The Really Good 


Dixon & Dixon 

93 Software Company. 

71 

Doggysoft 

18 Turing Tools 

66 

Eesox 

37 Uniqueway 

93 

I.C.S. (Ian Copestake Ltd) 

6,7 Watford Electronics,.,. 

84-88 







SUBSCRIPTIONS 





Choose a FREE GIFT or 

special offer 
when you subscribe to 

/4C0RNUSER 




French ver b conjugation 
software, for beginners up to 
GCSE standard, with over 800 
verbs set in 7 levels. 


Choose any one of these excellent free gifts or 
special offers when you subscribe to the most 
established, informative Acorn magazine in the 
world, each and every month. 

Subscribing takes out the hassle of trekking 
down to the newsagents each month as every 
issue is delivered to your door, postage free. 
You’re also protected against any cover price 
rises that may take place over the duration of 
your subscription. 


The best way to subscribe is by contin- 
uous quarterly direct debit, where you 
can spread the cost with a small 
payment each quarter, rather than 
paying one lump sum in advance. 
Plus - you can forget about the 
worry of your subscription ever 
lapsing, as it runs until you are 
ready to cancel. 


CONJUGEZ 


Ideal 
for any 
Acorn machine 
with 2Mb RAM. 
Includes a flexible word 
processor, powerful 
spreadsheet package, 
charts and a fast and 
compact database. 
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* Nat suitable far the Rise PC 


Subscriptions form for Acorn User 

0 Please enrol me as a subscriber to Acorn User for 13 Issues. 

All subscriptions will commence with the next available issue. 

See iettjqn 2 ♦ 

4)70 i UK £37.99 4J7f Q EU £53.99 4772 Ej World £68.99* 

"Unfortunately World subscribers are not eligible to receive the free gift/special offer 
I wish to pay by: 

Cheque/postal order made payable to IDG Media 
Credit ca rd (V is a / Access/ Bard ayca rd / M asterca rd/ E uroca rd / Con nect) 
Expiry date 


/ 


Card No. 


n 


n 


i 


0 


Please enrol me as a subscriber to Acorn User, 

• I 4173 with payments of £9.49 by continuous quarterly direct debit 

See section 2 , 

Your subscription will continue until you cancel. Over a year you will receive 13 Issues. 


Name of Bank/Buildmg Society , 
Address,.*......... 


Name of Account 

Your Account No. Sort Code 


Date 


Signature(s). 


Your ins tructions to the bank/building socie ty ; 
I instruct you to pay direct debits from my 
account at the request of IDG Media, The 
amounts are variable and may be debited 
on various dates. No acknowledgement 
required, 

I understand that IDG Media may 
change the amounts and dates only after 
giving me prior notice. I will inform the 
bank/building society in writing if I wish to 
cancel this instruction, I understand that if 


any direct debit is paid which breaks the 
terms of the instruction, the bank/ building 
society will make a refund. Bank/building 
society may decline to accept instructions 
to pay direct debit from some types of 
accounts. 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 

Originator's ID No, 851412 

Ref No 



The free gift/special offer I would like is (please tick one): 


4762 


Pipedream 4 

Only £5 

4154 

4156 


Sensible Soccer 

FREE 

4163 


Stunt Racer 2000 

Only £5 


Pandoras Box 

FREE 

4164 


Conjugez 

Only £5 

4166 


Enter the Realm 

FREE 

4165 


Simon the Sorcerer 

Only £25 

4167 

4168 


Chopper Force 

FREE 

♦ Please remember to either add the 


Carnage Inc 

FREE 


appropriate amount when you write your cheque or 
if paying by direct debit send additional payment. 


A 

Name 
Address 


Postcode 


Tel 


O Now send your completed form and payment to Acorn User, 
Database Direct, FREEPOST, South Wirral 165 3EB, Tel: 0151 357 
1275. Please state if credit card billing address is different from the 
delivery address. Photocopies or handwritten versions of the above informa- 
tion are acceptable, 

IDG Media offers you the chance to receive Information about other 
organisations' goods and services, please tick the box if you prefer not 
to take advantage of this. i 
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REGAN 



The Moxon 
Interview 


Andrew Foyle 


e can talk to 
customers as 
human beings, 
while we have 
the technical 
knowledge to 
develop 
material - this 
skill is 
increasingly 
demand 




I t’s uncanny how many times you hear that the 
key to business success is it's who you 
know*. Looking back on the history of Andrew 
Foyle, founder and director of VTi and Eclipse, 
il rings true: he*s had more fingers in more pies 
than Little Jack Homer. 

'It all started back in 1989 when myself and 
Hugo Fiennes set up The Serial Port, 1 remem- 
bers Andrew. ‘The product which made us a 
household name was a parallel port joystick 
interface, confusingly called The Serial Port 
Joystick Interface/ 

There were other important products, like one 
of the first SCSI interfaces for the Archimedes, 
but towards the end of 1991 Andrew's side of 
the business - the side that developed the prod- 
ucts - decided to go solo. So Andrew and his 
two main aides, Richard Jelbert and Jason 
Tribbeck, needed a company name, and quickly. 

'We had a crisis meeting in a pub/ says 
Andrew, 'and came up with "Vertical Twist” as 
a good, techie name for the company. The inspi- 
ration for the name came from the Archimedes 
screw: vertical twist, geddit? 7 

So Vertical Twist continued to develop prod- 
ucts. Turnover grew, and the company set up a 
number of deals with other suppliers to provide 
products to be badged under other names. The 
company soon realised that the games market 
was an area ripe for milking - at the time the 
main games companies were 4th Dimension and 
Krisatis, and there was a growing market for 
conversions from other platforms. 

Tt was with game conversions in mind that 
we secured a number of licences/ says Andrew. 


‘We got Xenon II from The Bitmap Brothers, 
James Pond II and Global Effect from 
Millenium, and Dune II from Virgin, and on this 
basis our games company, Eclipse, was bom. 

‘We also acquired Software 42, which gave 
us ArcFS 2 aud a number of games - like Fred, 
Cycloids and Ixion - which gave Eclipse a 
product range straight away/ 

Initially, most of these conversions were mar- 
keted in conjunction with Gamesware, but 
having worked on Simon the Sorcerer and 
Play days. Eclipse went solo and now sells and 
develops games on its own. It was at this time 
that the Vertical Twist name, thought too 
esoteric and technical, was changed to VTi. 

So, after a number of years working with 
other companies and providing products under 
other labels - Northwest SEMERC's Resound 
sampler is a re -badged VTi primer port sampler, 
for example — the development team that 
brought you some of the best game conversions 
is doing its own thing, 

'Now VTi/Eclipse is regarded as one of the 
larger Acorn companies/ says Andrew. 'We're 
certainly one of the largest providers of games, 
and one of the larger providers of hardware add- 
ons. We're overhauling our entire product range 
so it is more focused and has more mass appeal, 
but our core activity is to develop new products. 

'Some products we'll publish ourselves; some 
will be published by other companies; and some 
will be developed under contract. But well defi- 
nitely continue to release new products for the 
Acorn range/ 

And, as befits an innovative company, VTi is 
looking to the Internet as a potentially huge 
market for those who join it at the right time. 

4 We* re going to provide a one-stop Internet 
shop/ says Andrew. 'We’ll have everything 
from WWW space to Internet connections to all- 
in packages. We won't just sell access links to 
the Internet, we'll sell complete packages, 
including modems, cables and so on, that you 
can simply plug in and use straight away. 

‘We see major growth for the company in this 
area. We'll be able to provide on-line upgrades 
for VTi products and on-line technical support 
for all our products/ 

As far as Acorn users are concerned, then, 
this is the chance for Acorns to find a real home 
on the net. The biggest Internet provider at the 
moment - Demon — has an Acom support area, 
but it's horribly over- subscribed, and getting 
onto the net is far from plug-and-play: it's all 
Public Domain software and editing strange 
Autoexec files full of IP addresses and 
acronyms, VTi intends to simplify the whole 
thing, while looking at the whole on-line 
marketplace at the same time. 

'Online Media is another interesting area', 
says Andrew. 'We're doing a version of Dune II 
for the set-top box, and this is potentially just 
the tip of the iceberg. We have a skill in that we 
can talk to customers as human beings, while we 
have the technical knowledge to develop mate- 
rial - this skill is increasingly in demand/ 

So we can expect VTi to have more fingers in 
more pies. But globally, this time. 

Mar k Moxon fix) 
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REMOVABLE HARDORWE SYSTEM 










* TOTAL DATA SECURfTY 
* EASY DATA TRANSFER 

BETWEEN COMPUTERS 
* WEAL HARDOtSC BACKUP 


The removable harddrive system fits into a 514" drive slot 

m | ; — _ in the RiscPC and harddrives are available in many sizes 

which can simply plug in and out of the slot as required. 
The drive may be locked in place to prevent unauthorized 
removal. For total security the drive may be removed and stored in a safe place to prevent unauthorized access to 
your data. Because the removable drives are available in any size, they are also ideal for use as backups for 
existing harddrives, and may be easily transported between different computers for rapid transfer of large datafiles. 
The system is available for use with both IDE and SCSI filing systems. 


IDE systems 


SCSI systems 


Mounting Kit for IDE systems 

£29.99 

Mounting Kit for SCSI systems 

£35.00 

Plug in IDE drives 


Plug in SCSI drives:- 


80Mb £99.00 170Mb £135.00 

420Mb £164.50 

525Mb £219.00 730Mb £256.00 

1Gb £459.00 

540Mb £199.75 730Mb £235.00 

1Gb £345.00 





PLC/3 
Price £104.57 inc vat 



Price £411.25 inc vat 


PAL W CODERS 

There are now two coders in our range which cover all Acorn computer models and allow 
Computer output in virtually all screen modes to be converted to a PAL TV signal suitable for 
recording to a video recorder or displaying on any TV with a Video input socket. The PLC/3 
is our standard model which works in any of the ’standard TV' modes (eg modes 12 & 15) on 
all Acorn computer models. (Note that the AKF60 & AKF85 monitors will not work in these 
modes, although the PLC/3 will still produce a TV output with the RiscPC). 

A new addition to the range - the AVK/3 will work with all computer models in all screen 
modes up to 800 x 600 resolution in 1 6 million colours. It has a remote control with facilities 
for zooming, freezing & panning the TV picture. Ideal for lectures and demonstrations etc. 
Older Acorn Computer models may have 9 pin monitor sockets. 9 to 15pin & 15 to 9 pin 
converters are available at £4. 1 1 each. 


RiscPC Computers 

NB Prices inc VAT & Delivery! 

2Mb HD2I0+AKF60 £1404 

2Mb HD210+AKF85 £1727 

5Mb HD210+AKF60 £1520 

5Mb HD2I0+AKF85 £1844 

9Mb HD420+AKF60 £1874 

9 Mb HD420+A KF85 £2195 

RiscPC upgrades 

486PC Card £116.32 

(Only with RiscPC) 
1Mb to 2Mb Vram ' £116.32 

4Mb SIMM Ram £135.12 

8Mb SIMM Ram £258.50 

16Mb SIMM Ram £405.37 

16bit sound card £69.32 


Printers 


Colour printers 

BJC600E 
BJC4000 
Epson Stylus 

B/W 

BJ30 

BJ200EX 

Laser 

HP4L 

HP5P 


£419.00 

£289.00 

£419.00 

£199.00 

£217.00 

£449.00 

£719.00 


Many other printers are 
available. Please 'phone for 
prices 


3.5" Harddrives 

Bare IDE Drives 


80Mb 

170Mb 

260Mb 

420Mb 

540Mb 

730Mb 


£76.37 

£94.00 

£116.32 

£147.75 

£169.75 

£199.75 


1Gb £299.75 

Bare SCSI Drives 
525Mb £199.00 

730Mb £226.00 

1Gb £429.00 


SCSI Cards 

SCSI Cards 

AN Acorn Machines 

£116.32 

SCSI Cable 

Internal 
External 

SCSI II Cards 

RiscPC 

SCSI II Cable 

Externa) 


£9.99 

£19.99 

£199.00 


£22.32 


Pineapple Software 

Suites 13 & 14 
South Park Business Centre 
310 Green Lane, Ilford 
Essex IG1 1XT 

Tel 0181 599 1476 Fax 0181 598 2343 


Terms:- Ail prices include 

17.5% vat. Carriage FREE to 
mainland U.K. Phone for quote 
outside U.K. Official orders, 
cheques and all major credit 
cards accepted. Money back 
guarantee on all products. 


For demonstrations of most of 
our advertised products why not 
come and visit us in our new 
offices (easy parking) where you 
can see most of the Acorn range 
of compu ters and other hardware 
in action. 



Why are you waiting 



when you could be using an 
Aleph One Rise PC card? 


Y ou won’t wait around for an Aleph One Rise PC card. 

Its powerful 486DX processor will complete tasks much 
more quickly than the alternatives. The card fits easily into 
your Rise PC’s second processor slot in a few seconds. 


able VRAM being fitted to the Rise PC, you can enjoy up to 
24-bit colour and a 256 colour palette in 8-bit per pixel modes. 

Share Acorn peripherals 


Fast processors 

Software executes at real PC 
speeds with a choice of pow- 
erful 486DX-40 or 486DX2/80 
processors blazing through ail 
your tasks. 

Windows 

support 

You can use most standard 
Windows or DOS software on 
the Rise PC card - at the same 
time as your existing RISC OS 
software. You may also wish 
to connect to existing PC net- 
works. 
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Save money compared with 
the cost of buying separate 
systems: the PC card can 
use all your Acorn peripher- 
als including hard discs, re- 
movable discs and CD- 
ROMs, Ethernet network 
cards and printers. 

Connect to PC 
networks 

Use the Rise PC card with 
optional networking software 
to bridge between your com- 
puter and local area net- 
works. Any PC network 
server can be used - Novell 
Netware or Windows . 


ARM graphics support 

While you’re working in Windows, the RiscPC's ARM proc- 
essor is still busy acting as a graphics accelerator to further 
boost performance. High-resolution Rise PC video modes 
are supported, up to 1280x1024 resolution. Subject to suit- 


Recommended retail prices 

Choose from the 486DX-40, running at 40MHz, for £349, 
and the 486DX2/80, running at 80MHz, for £399. Cards are 
available direct from Aleph One. 


Also still available at new reduced prices - Aleph One poduie 486 cards for the A5000, A540, 
A4x0. 486SLC-25 is £299 and 486SLC2/50 is £349 (prices exclude VAT and RAM). RAM for Rise 
PCs and poduie cards £99 for 4MB, £199 for 8MB and £379 for 16MB. Ail prices exclude VAT. 



For further information contact Aleph One Limited at: 

Post: The Old Courthouse, Bottisham, Cambridge CBS 9BA 

Telephone: 01223 811679 

Fax: 01223 812713 

Email: sales @ aleph 1 .co.uk 

WWW: http://www.ant.cd: u k/com/aleph 1 

All trademarks acknowledged. E&OE. Prices correct at June 95. 





